


EDITOR'S NOTE 

0 n the cover a mandala of the laws of physics floats in the 
cosmos of reality. It symbolizes the interplay between the 
inner world of abstract creation and the outer realms of 

measurable truth. The tension between these two is the magic and the 
challenge of fundamental physics. 

According to Jung, the "squaring of the circle" (the mandala) is the 
archetype of wholeness, the totality of the self. Such images are 
sometimes created spontaneously by individuals attempting to inte- 
grate what seem to be irreconcilable differences within themselves. 
Here the mandala displays the modem attempt by particle physicists 
to bring together the basic forces of nature in one theoretical 
framework. 

The content of this so-called standard model is summarized by the 
mysterious-looking symbols labeling each force: U(1) for elec- 
tromagnetism, SU(2) for weak interactions, SU(3)= for strong inter- 
actions, and SL(2C) for gravity; each symbol stands for an in- 
variance, or symmetry, of nature. Symmetries tell us what remains 
constant through the changing universe. They are what give order to 
the world. There are many in nature, but those listed on the mandala 
are special. Each is a local symmetry, that is, it manifests in- 
dependently at every space-time point and therefore implies the 
existence of a separate force. In other words, local symmetries 
determine all the forces of nature. This discovery is the culmination 
of physics over the last century. It is a simple idea, and it turns out to 
describe all phenomena so far observed. 

Where does particle physics go from here? The major direction of 
present research (and a major theme of this issue) is represented by 
the spiral that starts at electromagnetism and turns into the center at 
gravity. It suggests that the separate symmetries may be encompassed 
in one larger symmetry that governs the entire universe-one sym- 
metry, one principle, one theory. The spiral also suggests that includ- 
ing gravity in such a theory involves understanding the structure of 
space-time at unimaginably small distance scales. 

Julian Schwinger, whose seminal idea led to the modern unifica- 
tion of electromagnetic and weak interactions, regards the present 
emphasis on unification with skepticism: "It's nothing more than 
another symptom of the urge that afflicts every generation of 
physicists-the itch to have all the fundamental questions answered 
in their own lifetime."* To others the goal seems tantalizingly close, 
an achievement that may be reached, if not this year-then maybe 
the next . . . . 

The hope of unification depends on a second theme of this issue, 
symbolized by the ants and elephants walking round the mandala. 
These creatures are our symbol of scaling, the sizing up and sizing 
down of physical systems. Strength (or any other quality, for that 
matter) may look different on different scales. But if we look hard 

*This quote appeared in "How the Universe Works" by Robert P. Crease and 
Charles C. Mann <The Atlantic Monthly. Auwt .  1984), a fast-paced article -. - 
about the history of the electoweak theory. 

enough, we can find certain invariances to changes in scale that 
define the correct variables for describing a problem. Why do ants 
appear stronger than elephants? Why does the strong force look weak 
at high energies? How could all the forces of nature be manifestations 
of a single theory? These are the questions explored in "Scale and 
Dimension-from animals to quarks," a seductively playful article 
that leads us to one of the most important contributions to modem 
physics, the renormalization group equations of quantum field the- 
ory. The insights about scaling gained from these equations are 
important not only to elementary particle physics but also to phase 
transition theory and the dynamics of complex systems. 

All the articles in this issue were written by scientists who care to 
tell not only about their own research but about the whole field of 
particle physics, its stunning achievements and its probing questions. 
Outsiders to this field hear the names of the latest new particles, the 
buzz words such as grand unification or supersymmetry, and the 
plans for the United States to regain its leadership in this glamorous, 
high tech area of big science. But what is the real progress? Why does 
this field continue to attract the best minds in science? Why is it a 
major achievement of human thought? From a distance it may be 
hard to tell-except that it satisfies some deep urge to understand 
how the world works. But if one could be given a closer look at the 
technical content of this field, its depth and richness would become 
apparent. That is the aim of the present issue. 

The hardest job was defining the technical level. How could the 
framework of the standard model be appreciated by someone un- 
familiar with symmetry principles? How could modem particle 
physics research, all of which builds on the standard model, be 
understood by someone unfamiliar with what everyone in the field 
takes for granted? We hope we have solved this problem by present- 
ing some of the major concepts on several levels and in several 
different places. We even include our own reference material, a 
remarkably clear and friendly set of lecture notes prepared especially 
for this issue. 

As one who was trained in this field, I returned to it with some 
trepidation-to deal with the subject matter, which had been so 
difficult, and with the personalitites competing in the field, who 
sometimes ride roughshod over each other as they battle these unruly 
abstractions. Much to my delight and the delight of the Los Alamos 
Science staff, the experience of preparing this issue was immensely 
enjoyable and rewarding. The authors were enthusiastic about ex- 
plaining and re-explaining, about considering the essence of each 
point one more time to make sure that the readers too would be able 
to grasp it. Their generosity and interest made it fun for us to learn. 
May this presentation also be a treat for you. 
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"I have multiplied visions and used similitudes." - Hosea 7:10 

In his marvelous book Dialogues Concerning 
Two New Sciences there is a remarkably clear 
discussion on the effects of scaling up the 
dimensions of a physical object. Galileo re- 
alized that if one simply scaled up its size, the 
weight of an animal would increase signifi- 
cantly faster than its strength, causing it ul- 
timately to collapse. As Galileo says (in the 
words of Salviati during the discorso of the 
second day), ". . . you can plainly see the 
impossibility of increasing the size of struc- 
tures to vast dimensions . . . if his height be 
increased inordinately, he will fall and be 
crushed under his own weight." The simple 

scaling up of an insect to some monstrous 
size is thus a physical impossibility, and we 
can rest assured that these old sci-fi images 
are no more than fiction! Clearly, to create a 
giant one "must either find a harder and 
stronger material . . . or admit a diminution 
of strength," a fact long known to architects. 

It is remarkable that so many years before 
its deep significance could be appreciated, 
Galileo had investigated one of the most 
fundamental questions of nature: namely, 
what happens to a physical system when one 
changes scale? Nowadays this is the seminal 
question for quantum field theory, phase 

transition theory, the dynamics of complex 
systems, and attempts to unify all forces in 
nature. Tremendous progress has been made 
in these areas during the past fifteen years 
based upon answers to this question, and I 
shall try in the latter part of this article to give 
some flavor of what has been accomplished. 
However. I want first to remind the reader of 
the power of dimensional analysis in 
classical physics. Although this is stock-in- 
trade to all physicists, it is useful (and, more 
pertinently, fun) to go through several exam- 
ples that explicate the basic ideas. Be warned, 
there are some surprises. 

Classical Scaling 

Let us first re-examine Galileo's original 
analysis. For similar structures* (that is, 
structures having the same physical 
characteristics such as shape, density, or 
chemical composition) Galileo perceived 
that weight W increases linearly with volume 
V,  whereas strength increases only like a 
cross-sectional area A. Since for similar 
structures V a l3 and A = 12, where 1 is some 
characteristic length (such as the height of the 
structure), we conclude that 

Strength A 1 1 
a-oc-oc - 

Weight V I wl/3 ' 

Thus, as Galileo noted, smaller animals "ap- 
pear" stronger than larger ones. (It is amus- 
ing that Jerome Siege1 and Joe Shuster, the 
creators of Superman, implicitly appealed to 
such an argument in one of the first issues of 
their comic.+ They rationalized his super 
strength by drawing a rather dubious analogy 
with "the lowly ant who can support weights 
hundreds of times its own" (sic!).) Inciden- 
tally, the above discussion can be used to 
understand why the bones and limbs of 
larger animals must be proportionately 
stouter than those of smaller ones, a nice 
example of which can be seen in Fig. 1. 

Arguments of this sort were used ex- 
tensively during the late 19th century to un- 

Summer/Fall1984 LOS ALAMOS SCIENCE 



Scale and Dimension 

Fig. Id Two d n c f  mammak: (a) Neohipparion, a small American Horse and (8) 
Mastodon, a large, elephant-like animal, illustrating that the hones of heavier 
animals are propo ftionately stouter and thus proportionately stronger. 

^erstand the gross features of the biological 
world; indeed, the general size and shape of 
animals and plants can be viewed as nature% 
way of responding to the constraints of grav- 
ity, surface phenomena, viscous flow, and 
the like. For example, one a n  understand 
why man cannot fly under his own muscular 
power9 why small animals leap as high as 
larger ones, and so on. 

A classic example i s  the way metabolic 
rate varies from animal to animal. A 
measure B of metabolic rate is simply the 
heat lost by a body in a steady inactive state, 
which can be expected to be dominated by 
the surface efifects of sweating and radiation. 
Symbolically, therefore, one expects 
B a Wq3. The data (plotted logarithmically 
in Fig. 2) show that metabolic rate does 

*The concept of similitude is usually attributed to 
Newtan, who firsf spew if out in the Principia 
when M a g  with grawYationa1 attraction. On 
reading the appropriate section if is ctear that this 
was introduced only as a passing remark awl does 
not haw the same pwfo~fid twntent as the remarks 
of Galflw, 

f ~ h ~  amwshg observation was brought to my atten- 
tufa Ky ChrisLteweUyn Smith. 

indeed scale, that is, all animals lie ~n a 
single curve in spite of the fact that an 
elephant is neither a blown-up mouse nor a 
blown-up chimpanzee. However, the slope of 
the best-fit curve (the solid line) is closer to 
3/4 than to 2/3, indicating that effects other 
than the pur~ geometry of surface de- 
pendence are at work? 

It is not my purpose here to discuss why 
this is so but rather to emphasize the im- 
portance of a seating curve not only for estab- 
lishing the scaling phenomenon itself but for 
revealing deviations from naive 
prediction (such as the surface law shown as 
the dashed line in Fig. 2), Typically, devia- 
tions from a simple geometrical or 
kinematical analysis reflect the dynamics of 
the system and can only be understood by 
examining it i n  more detail. Put slightly dif- 
ferently, one can view deviations from naive 
scaling as a probe of the dynamics. 

The converse of this is also true: generally, 
one cannot draw conclusions CO~~em'iq 
dynamics from naive scaling. As an illustra- 
tion of this I now want to discuss some 
simple aspects of birds' eggs. I will focus on 
the question of breathing during incubation 
and how certain physical variables scale 
from bird to bird. Figure 3, adapted from a 
ScIenfific American article by Hermann 
Rahn, Amos AT, and Charles V, Paganelli 

entitled "How Bird Eigs Breathe" shows (he 
dependence of oxygen conductance K and 
pore length I (that is, shell thickness) on egg 
mass W. The author̂ , noting the smaller 
slope for 1% conclude that "pore length 
probably increases slower because the egg- 
shell must be thin enough for the embryo to 
hatch." This is clearly a dynamical con- 
elusion! However, is it warranted? 
From naive geometric scaling one expects 

that for similar eggs I ec ŵ , which is in 
reasonable agreement with the data: a best fit 
(the straight line in the figure) actually gives i 
w, e4. Since these data for pore length agree 
reasonably well with geometric scaling, no 
dynamical conclusion (such as the shell be- 
ing thin enough for the egg to hatch) taxi be 
drawn. Ironically, rather than showing an 
anomalously slow growth with isy mass, the 
data for / actually manifest an anomalously 
fast growth (0.4 versus 0.331, not so dis- 
similar from the example of the metabolic 
rate! 
What about the behavior of the eonduc- 

tan* for which K This relationship 
can also be understood on geometric 
grounds. Conductance is proportional to the 
fatal available pore area and inversely 
proportional to pore length. However, total 
pore area is made up of two factors: the total 
number of pores times the area of individual 
owes. If one assumes that the number of 
pores per unit area remains constant from 
bird to bird (a reasonable assumption consis= 
tent with other data), then w have two 
factom that ;scale like area and one that 
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Fig. 2. Metabolic rate, measured as heat produced by the body in a steady state, 
plotted logarithmically against body weight. An analysis based on a surface 
dependence for the rate predicts a scaling curve with slope equal to 2/3 (dashed 
line) whereas the actual scaling curve has a slope equal to 3/4. Such deviation from 
simple geometrical scaling is indicative of other effects at work. (Figure based on 

scales inversely as length. One thus expects one by Thomas McMahon, Science 179(1973):1201-1204 who, in turn, adapted it 
a ( ~ 2 / 3 ) 2 / ~ 1 / 3  = W, again in reasonable from M. Kleiber, Hilgardia 6(1932):315.) 

Dimensional Analysis. The physical con 
tent of scaling is very often formulated ii 
terms of the language of dimensional analy- 
sis. The seminal idea seems to be due to 
Fourier. He is, of course, most famous for the 
invention of "Fourier analysis," introduced 
in his great treatise Theorie Analytique de la 
Chaleur, first published in Paris in 1822. 
However, it is generally not appreciated that 
this same book contains another great con' 
tribution, namely, the use of dimensions foi 
physical quantities. It is the ghost of Fouriei 
that is the scourge of all freshman physic; 
majors, for it was he who first realized thai 
every physical quantity "has one dimension 
proper to itself, and that the terms of one and 
the same equation could not be compared, if 
they had not the same exponent * 

dimension." He goes on: "We have in- 
troduced this consideration . . . to verify the 
analysis . . . it is the equivalent of the funda- 
mental lemmas which the Greeks have left us 
without proof." Indeed it is! Check the 
dimensions!-the rallying call of all 
physicists (and, hopefully, all engineers). Fig. 3. Logarithmic plot of two parameters relevant to the breathing of birds' e a s  

However, it was only much later that during incubation: the conductance of oxygen through the shell and the pore length 
= physicists began to use the "method of (or shell thickness) as afunction of egg mass. Both plots have slopes close to those 

' dimensions" to solve physical problems. In a predicted by simple geometrical scaling analyses. (Figure adapted from B. Rahn, 
famous paper on the subject published in A. Ar, and C. V. Paganelli, Scientific American 240(Febmaiy 1979):46-55.) 
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Nature in 19 15, Rayleigh indignantly begins: 
"I have often been impressed by the scanty 
attention paid even by original workers in 
the field to the great principle of similitude. 
It happens not infrequently that results in the 
form of 'laws' are put forward as novelties on 
the basis of elaborate experiments, which 
might have been predicted a priori after a few 
minutes consideration!" He then proceeds to 
set things right by giving several examples of 
the power of dimensional analysis. It seems 
to have been from about this time that the 
method became standard fare for the 
physicist. I shall illustrate it with an amusing 
example. 

Most of us are familiar with the traditional 
Christmas or Thanksgiving problem of how 
much time to allow for cooking the turkey or 
goose. Many (inferior) cookbooks simply say 
something like "20 minutes per pound," im- 
plying a linear relationship with weight. 
However, there exist superior cookbooks, 
such as the Better Homes and Gardens 
Cookbook, that recognize the nonlinear 
nature of this relationship. 

Figure 4 is based on a chart from this 
cookbook showing how cooking time t varies 
with the weight of the bird W. Let us see how 

Fig. 4. The cooking time for a turkey or 
goose as a logarithmic function of its 
weight. (Based on a table in Better 
Homes and Gardens Cookbook, Des 
MoinesNeridith Corp., Better Homes 
and Gardens Books, 1962, p. 272.) 

one can understand this variation using "the 
great principle of similitude." Let T be the 
temperature distribution inside the turkey 
and To the oven temperature (both measured 
relative to the outside air temperature). T 
satisfies Fourier's heat diffusion equation: 
8T/dt = KV~T,  where K is the diffusion coeffi- 
cient. Now, in general, for the dimensional 
quantities in this problem, there will be a 
functional relationship of the form 

where p is the bird's density. However, 
Fourier's basic observation that the physics 
be independent of the choice of units, imposes 
a constraint on the form of the solution, 
which can be discerned by writing it in terms 
of dimensionless quantities. Only two inde- 
pendent dimensionless quantities can be 
constructed: T/To and p(~t)312/ W. If we use 
the first of these as the dependent variable, 
the solution, whatever its form, must be 
expressible in terms of the other. The rela- 
tionship must therefore have the structure 

The important point is that, since the left- 
hand side is dimensionless, the "arbitrary" 
function f must be a dimensionless function 
of a dimensionless variable. Equation 3, un- 
like the previous one, does not depend upon 

the choice of units since dimensionless quan- 
tities remain invariant to changes in scale. 

Let us now consider different but 
geometrically similar birds cooked to the 
same temperature distribution at the same 
oven temperature. Clearly, for all such birds 
there will be a scaling law 

P(K?)~ /~  
ry = constant. 

If the birds have the same physical 
characteristics (that is, the same p and K), Eq. 
4 reduces to 

t = constant x w2I3 , 

reflecting, not surprisingly, an area law. As 
can be seen from Fig. 4, this agrees rather 
well with the "data." 

This formal type of analysis could also, of 
course, have been carried out for the 
metabolic rate and birds' eggs problems. The 
advantage of such an analysis is that it de- 
lineates the assumptions made in reaching 
conclusions like B a w2I3 since, in principle, 
it focuses upon all the relevant variables. 
Naturally this is crucial in the discussion of 
any physics problem. For complicated sys- 
tems, such as birds' eggs, with a very large 
number of variables, some prior insight or 
intuition must be used to decide what the 
important variables are. The dimensions of 
these variables are determined by the funda- 
mental laws that they obey (such as the dif- 
fusion equation). Once the dimensions are 
known, the structure of the relationship be- 
tween the variables is determined by 
Fourier's principle. There is therefore no 
magic in dimensional analysis, only the art of 
choosing the "right7' variables, ignoring the 
irrelevant, and knowing the physical laws 
they obey. 

As a simple example, consider the classic 
problem of the drag force F on a ship moving 
through a viscous fluid of density p. We shall 
choose F, p, the velocity v, the viscosity of the 
fluid p, some length parameter of the ship 1, 
and the acceleration due to gravity g as our 
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variables. Notice that we exclude other 
variables, such as the wind velocity and the 
amplitude of the sea waves because, under 
calm conditions, these are of secondary im- 
portance. Our conclusions may therefore not 
be valid for sailing ships! 

The physics of the problem is governed by 
the Navier-Stokes equation (which in- 
corporates Newton's law of viscous drag, 
telling us the dimensions of p) and the gravi- 
tational force law (telling us the dimensions 
of g). Using these dimensions automatically 
incorporates the appropriate physics. Since 
we have limited the variables to a set of six, 
which must be expressible in terms of three 
basic units (mass M, length L, and time T), 
there will only be three independent 

^- -t dimensionless combinations. These are 

chosen to be P == F / ~ $ / ~  (the pressure coeffi- 
cient), R = vlp/p (Reynold's number), and 
Nr = ̂ /lg (Froude's number). Although any 
three similar combinations could have been 
chosen, these three are special because they 
delineate the physics. For example, Rey- 
nold's number R relates to the viscous drag 
on a body moving through a fluid, whereas 
Froude's number Nc relates to the forces 
involved with waves and eddies generated on 
the surface of the fluid by the movement. 
Thus the rationale for the combinations R 
and Z?F is to separate the role of the viscous 
forces from that of the gravitational: R does 
not depend on g, and F does not depend on 
4. Furthermore, Pdoes not depend on either! 

Dimensional analysis now requires that 
the solution for the pressure coefficient, 

Fig. 5. The scaling curve for the motion of a sphere through a pressure or drag coefficent P versus Reynolds number R. 
fluid that results when data from a variety of experiments (Figure adapted from AIP Handbook of Physics, 2nd edi- 
are plotted in terms of two dimensionless variables: the tion (1963):section II,p. 253.) 
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whatever it is, must be expressible in the 
dimensionless form 

The actual drag force F can easily be ob- 
tained from this equation by re-expressing it 
in terms of the dimensional variables (see 
Eq. 8 below). 

First, however, consider a situation where 
surface waves generated by the moving ob- 
ject are unimportant (an extreme example is 
a submarine). In this case g will not enter the 
solution since it is manifested as the restor- 
ing force for surface waves. & can then be 
dropped from the solution, reducing Eq. 6 to 
the simple form 

In terms of the original dimensional 
variables, this is equivalent to 

Historically, these last equations have been 
well tested by measuring the speed of dif- 
ferent sizes and types of balls moving 
through different liquids. If the data are 
plotted using the dimensionless variables, 
that is, P versus R, then all the data should lie 
on just one curve regardless of the size of the 
ball or the nature of the liquid. Such a curve 
is called a scaling curve, a wonderful example 
of which is shown in Fig. 5 where one sees a 
scaling phenomenon that varies over seven 
orders of magnitude! It is important to recog- 
nize that if one had used dimensional 
variables and plotted F versus 1, for example, 
then, instead of a single curve, there would 
have been many different and apparently 
unrelated curves for the different liquids. 
Using carefully chosen dimensionless 
variables (such as Reynold's number) is not 
only physically more sound but usually 
greatly simplifies the task of representing the 
data. 

A remarkable consequence of this analysis 
is that, for similar bodies, the ratio of drag 

Fig. 6. The time needed for a rowing boat to complete a 2000-meter course in calm 
conditions as a function of the number of oarsmen. Data were taken from several 
international rowing championship events and illustrate the surprisingly slow 
dropoff predicted by modeling theory. (Adapted from T. A. McMahon, Science 
173(1971):349-351.) 

force to weight decreases as the size of the 
structure increases. From Archimedes' prin- 
ciple the volume of water displaced by a ship 
is proportional to its weight, that is, W a l3 
(this, incidentally, is why there is no need to 
include W as an independent variable in 
deriving these equations). Combined with 
Eq. 8 this leads to the conclusion that 

This scaling law was extremely important in 
the 19th century because it showed that it 
was cost effective to build bigger ships, . 

thereby justifying the use of large iron steam- 
boats! 

The great usefulness of scaling laws is also 
illustrated by the observation that the 
behavior of P for large ships (I + =) can be 
derived from the behavior of small ships 
moving very fast (v - m). This is so because 
both limits are controlled by the same 
asymptotic behavior of/fR) =./(v/p/p). Such 
observations form the basis of modeling the- 
ory so crucial in the design of aircraft, ships, 
buildings, and so forth. 

Thomas McMahon, in an article in Sci- 
ence, has pointed out another, somewhat 
more amusing, consequence to the drag force 
equation. He was interested in how the speed 
of a rowing boat scales with the number of 
oarsmen n and argued that, at a steady veloc- 
ity, the power expended by the oarsmen E t o  
overcome the drag force is given by Fv. Thus 
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Using Archimedes' principle again and the 
fact that both E and W should be directly 
proportional to n leads to the remarkable 
scaling law 

which shows a very slow growth with n. 
Figure 6 exhibits data collected by McMahon 
from various rowing events for the time / (a 
1/v) taken to cover a fixed 2000-meter course 
under calm conditions. One can see quite 
plainly the verification of his predicted 
law-a most satisfying result! 

There are many other fascinating and 
exotic examples of the power of dimensional 
analysis. However, rather than belaboring 
the point, I would like to mention a slightly 
different application of scaling before I turn 
to the mathematical formulation. All the ex- 
amples considered so far are of a quantitative 
nature based on well-known laws of physics. 
There are, however, situations where the 
qualitative observation of scaling can be 
used to scientific advantage to reveal phe- 
nomenological "laws." 

A nice example (Fig. 7), taken from an 
article by David Pilbeam and Stephen Jay 
Gould, shows how the endocranial volume V 
(loosely speaking, the brain size) scales with 
body weight W for various hominids and 
pongids. The behavior for modem pongids is 
typical of most species in that the exponent 
a, defined by the phenomenological rela- 
tionship V = W, is approximately 1/3 (for 
mammals a varies from 0.2 to 0.4). It is very 
satisfying that a similar behavior is exhibited 
by australopithecines, extinct cousins of our 
lineage that died out over a million years ago. 
However, as Pilbean and Gould point out, 

our homo sapiens lineage shows a strikingly 
different behavior, namely: a 513. Notice 
that neither this relationship nor the "stan- 
dard" behavior (a Ã 113) is close to the naive 
geometrical scaling prediction of a = 1. 

These data illustrate dramatically the 
qualitative evolutionary advance in the 
brain development of man. Even though the 
reasons for a 113 may not be understood, 
this value can serve as the "standard" for 
revealing deviations and provoking specula- 
tion concerning evolutionary progress: for 
example, what is the deep significance of a 
brain size that grows linearly with height 
versus a brain size that grows like its fifth 
power? I shall not enter into such questions 
here, tempting though they be. 

Such phenomenological scaling laws 
(whether for brain volume, tooth area, or 
some other measurable parameter of the fos- 

sil) can also be used as corroborative 
evidence for assigning a newly found fossil of 
some large primate to a particular lineage. 
The fossil's location on such curves can, in 
principle, be used to distinguish an australo- 
pithecine from a homo. Notice, however, 
that implicit in all this discussion is knowl- 
edge of body weight; presumably, 
anthropologists have developed verifiable 
techniques for estimating this quantity. Since 
they necessarily work with fragments only, 
some further scaling assumptions must be 
involved in their estimates! 

Relevant Variables. As already emphasized, 
the most important and artful aspect of the 
method of dimensions is the choice of 
variables relevant to the problem and their 
grouping into dimensionless combinations 
that delineate the physics. In spite of the 

Fig. 7. Scaling curves for endocranial volume (or brain size) as a function of body 
weight. The slope of the curve for our homo sapiens lineage (dashed line) is 
markedly different from those for australopithecines, extinct cousins of the homo 
lineage, and for modem pongids, which include the chimpanzee, gorilla and 
orangutan. (Adapted from D. Pilbearn and S. J. Gould, Science 
186(1974):892-90L) 
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Scale and Dimension 

relative simplicity of the method there are Scale Invariance 
inevitably paradoxes and pitfalls, a famous 
case of which occurs in Rayleigh's 1915 
paper mentioned earlier. His last example Let us now turn our attention to a slightly 
concerns the rate of heat lost H by a conduc- more abstract mathematical formulation 
tor immersed in a stream of inviscid fluid that clarifies the relationship of dimensional 
moving past it with velocity v ("Boussinesq's analysis to scale invariance. By scale in- 
problem"). Rayleigh showed that, if K is the variance we simply mean that the structure 
heat conductivity, C the specific heat of the of physical laws cannot depend on the choice 
fluid, 0 the temperature difference, and 1 of units. As already intimated, this is auto- 
some linear dimension of the conductor, matically accomplished simply by employ- 
then, in dimensionless form, ing dimensionless variables since these 

clearly do not change when the system of 

&= f (g) .  (12) units changes. However, it may not be im- 
mediately obvious that this is equivalent to 
the form invariance of physical equations. 

Approximately four months after Ray- Since physical laws are usually expressed in 
leigh's paper appeared, Nature published an terms of dimensional variables, this is an 
eight line comment (half column, yet!) by a important point to consider: namely, what 
D. Riabouchinsky pointing out that Ray- are the general constraints that follow from 
leigh's result assumed that temperature was a the requirement that the laws of physics look 
dimension independent from mass, length, the same regardless of the chosen units. The 

l 
and time. However, from the kinetic theory crucial observation here is that implicit in 
of gases we know that this is not so: tempera- any equation written in terms of dimensional straint will simply represent a generalization 
ture can be defined as the mean kinetic variables are the "hidden" fundamental of ordinary dimensional analysis; the only 
energy of the molecules and so is not an scales of mass M, length Ly time T, and so reason that it is different is that variables in 
independent unit! Thus, according to forth that are relevant to the problem. Of quantum field theory, such as fields, change 
Riabouchinsky, Rayleigh's expression must course, one never actually makes these scale in a much more complicated fashion with 
be replaced by an expression with an addi- parameters explicit precisely because of form scale than do their classical counterparts. 
tional dimensionless variable: invariance. Nevertheless, just as dimensional analysis 

Our motivation for investigating this allows one to learn much about the behavior 

lvC ) ( 13) question is to develop a language that can be of a system without actually solving the 
m=f(-K-cz3 , 

generalized in a natural way to include the dynamical equations, so the analogous con- 
subtleties of quantum field theory. Hopefully straints of the renormalization group lead to 

a much less restrictive result. classical dimensional analysis and scaling powerful conclusions about the behavior of a 
Two weeks later, Rayleigh responded to will be sufficiently familiar that its gen- quantum field theory without actually being 

Riabouchinsky saying that "it would indeed eralization to the more complicated case will able to solve it. It is for this reason that the 
be a paradox if the further knowledge of the be relatively smooth! This generalization has renormalization group has played such an 
nature of heat afforded by molecular theory been named the renormalization group since important part in the renaissance of quan- 
put us in a worse position than before in its origins lie in the renormalization program tum field theory during the past decade or so. 
dealing with a particular problem. . . . It used to make sense out of the infinities in- Before describing how this comes about, I 
would be well worthy of discussion." Indeed herent in quantum field theory. It turns out shall discuss the simpler and more familiar 
it would; its resolution, which no doubt the that renormalization requires the introduc- case of scale change in ordinary classical 
reader has already discerned, is left as an tion of a new arbitrary "hidden" scale that systems. 
exercise (for the time being)! Like all plays a role similar to the role of the scale To begin, consider some physical quantity 
paradoxes, this one cautions us that we oc- parameters implicit in any dimensional F that has dimensions; it will, of course, be a 
casionally make casual assumptions without equation. Thus any equation derived in function of various dimensional variables 
quite realizing that we have done so (see quantum field theory that represents a physi- xi: F ( x ~ , x ~ ,  . . .,xÃˆ) An explicit example is 
"Fundamental Constants and the Rayleigh- cal quantity must not depend upon this given by Eq. 2 describing the temperature 
Riabouchinsky Paradox"). choice of hidden scale. The resulting con- distribution in a cooked turkey or goose. 
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L et us examine Riabouchinsky's paradox a little more carefully 
and show how its resolution is related to choosing a system of 
units where the "fundamental constants" (such as Planck's 

constant h and the speed of light c )  can be set equal to unity. 
The paradox had to do with whether temperature could be used as 

an independent dimensional unit even though it can be defined as the 
mean kinetic energy of the molecular motion. Rayleigh had chosen 
five physical variables (length I, temperature difference 0, velocity v ,  
specific heat C, and heat conductivity K )  to describe Boussinesq's 
problem and had assumed that there were four independent 
dimensions (energy E,  length L,  time T ,  and temperature @). Thus 
the solution for ?"/To necessarily is an arbitrary function of one 
dimensionless combination. To see this explicitly, let us examine the 
dimensions of the five physical variables: 

Clearly the combination chosen by Rayleigh, IvC/K, is dimension- 
less. Although other dimensionless combinations can be formed, they 
are not independent of the two combinations ( / v C / K  and T/TA 
selected by Rayleigh. 

Now suppose, along with Riabouchinsky, we use our knowledge of 
the kinetic theory to define temperature "as the mean kinetic energy 
of the molecules" so that 63 is no longer an independent dimension. 
This means there are now only three independent dimensions and the 
solution will depend on an arbitrary function of two dimensionless 
combinations. With 6 a E,  the dimensions of the physical variables 
become: 

Each of these variables, including F itself, is 
always expressible in terms of some standard 
set of independent units, which can be 
chosen to be mass M, length L, and time T. 
These are the hidden scale parameters. Ob- 
viously, other combinations could be used. 
There could even be other independent 
units, such as temperature (but remember 
Riabouchinsky!), or more than one inde- 
pendent length (say, transverse and long- 
itudinal). In this discussion, we shall simply 
use the conventional M, L, and T. Any 
generalization is straightforward. 

In terms of this standard set of units, the 
magnitude of each xi is given by 

xi = Mai L& T'fi (15) 

The numbers a,, P I ,  and yi will be recognized 

12 

It  is clear that, in addition to Rayleigh's dimensionless variable, there 
is now a new independent combination, c / ~  for example, that is 
dimensionless. To reiterate Rayleigh: "it would indeed be a paradox 
if thefurther knowledge of the nature of heat . . . put us in a worse 
position than before . . . it would be well worthy of discussion." 

Like almost all paradoxes, there is a bogus aspect to the argument. 
It is certainly true that the kinetic theory allows one to express an 
energy as a temperature. However, this is only useful and appropriate 
for situations where the physics is dominated by molecular consider- 
ations. For macroscopic situations such as Boussinesq's problem, the 
molecular nature of the system is irrelevant: the microscopic 
variables have been replaced by macroscopic averages embodied in 
phenomenological properties such as the specific heat and conduc- 
tivity. To make Riabouchinsky's identification of energy with tem- 
perature is to introduce irrelevant physics into the problem. 

Exploring this further, we recall that such an energy-temperature 
identification implicitly involves the introduction of Boltzmann's 
factor k. By its very nature, k will only play an explicit role in a 
physical problem that directly involves the molecular nature of the 
system: otherwise it will not enter. Thus one could describe the 
system from the molecular viewpoint (so that k is involved) and then 
take a macroscopic limit. Taking the limit is equivalent to setting 
k == 0: the presence of a finite k indicates that explicit effects due to 
the kinetic theory are important. 

With this in mind, we can return to Boussinesq's problem and 
derive Riabouchinsky's result in a somewhat more illuminating 
fashion. Let us follow Rayleigh and keep E,  L ,  T ,  and 43 as the 

as "the dimensions" of xi. Now suppose we and 'k is shorthand for b, AL, and IT.  Since 
change the system of units by some scale F is itself a dimensional physical quantity, it 
transformation of the form transforms in an identical fashion under this 

scale change: 

and 

T+Tf=\rT 

Each variable then responds as follows: 

where 

z,w=^i>.to, 

where 

( 1  7) 
Here a, P, and y are the dimensions of F. 

There is, however, an alternate but equiva- 
lent way to transform from F to F', namely, 
by transforming each of the variables xi 

( 18) separately. Explicitly we therefore also have 
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Scale and Dimension 

Rayleigh-Riabouchhsky Par~23x 

independent dimensions but add k (with dimensions ~ 0 ' )  as a new 
physical variable. The solution will now be an arbitrary function of 
two independent dimensionless variables: hC/K and kc13. When 
Riabouchinsky chose to make el3  his other dimensionless variable, 
he, in effect, chose a system of units where k = 1. But that was a 
terrible thing to do here since the physics dictates that k== O! Indeed, 
if k == 0 we regain Rayleigh's original result, that is, we have only w e  
dimensionless variable. It is somewhat ironic that Rayleigh's remarks 
miss the point: "further knowledge of the nature of heat afforded by 
molecular theory" does not put one in a better position for solving 
the problem-rather, it leads to a microscopic description of K and 
C. The important point pertinent to the problem set up by Rayleigh is 
that knowledge of the molecular theory is irrelevant and k must not 
enter. 

The lesson here is an important one because it illustrates the role 
played by the fundamental constants. Consider Planck's constant 
h = h /2z  it would be completely inappropriate to introduce it into a 
problem of classical dynamics. For example, any solution of the 
scattering of two billiard balls will depend on macroscopic variables 
such as the masses, velocities, friction coefficients, and so on. Since 
billiard balls are made of protons, it might be tempting to the purist 
to include as a dependent variable the proton-proton totai cross 
section, which, of course, involves h.  This would clearly be totally 
inappropriate but is analogous to what Riabouchinsky did in 
Boussinesq's problem. 

Obviously, if the scattering is between two microscopic "atomic 
billiard bails" then h must Aeincluded. In this case it is not only quite 
legitimate but often convenient to choose a system of units where 
h = 1. However, having done so one cannot directly recover the 

classical limit corresponding to h == 0. With f i  I ,  one is stuck in 
quantum mechanics just as, with k = 1, one is stuck in kinetic theory. 

A similar situation obviously occurs in relativity: the velocity of 
light c must not occur in the classical Newtonian limit. However, in a 
relativistic situation one is quite at liberty to choose units where 
e = 1. Making that choice, though, presumes the physics involves 
relativity. 

The core of particle physics, relativistic quantum field theory, is a 
synthesis of quantum mechanics and relativity. For this reason, 
particle physicists find that a system of units in which h = c = 1 is 
not only convenient but is a manifesto that quantum mechanics and 
relativity are the basic physical laws governing their area of physics. 
In quantum mechanics, momentum p and wavelength X are related 
by the de Broglie relation: p = 2nh/X; similarly, energy E and fire- 
quency co are related by Planck's formula: E5 hw. In relativity we 
have the famous Einstein relation: E = w?. Obviously if we choose 
h = c == 1, all energies, masses, and momenta have the same units 
(for example, electron volts (el̂ ), and these are the same as inverse 
lengths and times. Thus larger energies and momenta inevitably 
correspond to shorter times and lengths. 

Using this choice of units automatically incorporates the profound 
physics of the uncertainty principle: to probe short space-time inter- 
vals one needs large energies. A useful number to remember is that 
1 centimeter, or 1 fermi (fm), equals the reciprocal of 200 MeV. 
We then find that the electron mass (a 1/2 MeV) corresponds to a 
length of 400 fm-its Compton wavelength. Or the 20 TeV 
(2 X lo7 MeV) typically proposed for a possible future facility 
corresponds to a length of 1 0 ' ~  centimeter. This is the scale distance 
that such a machine will probe! 8 

Equating these two different ways of effecting 
a scale change leads to the identity 

As a concrete example, consider the equation 
E = m(2. To change scale one can either 
transform E directly or transform m and c 
separately and multiply the results ap- 
propriately-obviously the final result must 
be the same. 

We now want to ensure that the resulting 
form of the equation does not depend on X. 
This is best accomplished using Euler's trick 

of taking a/& and then setting X = 1. For 
example, if we were to consider changes in 
the mass scale, we would use 9/9AM and the 
chain rule for partial differentiation to arrive 
at 

1 

When we set AM = 1, differentiation of Eqs. 
18 and 20 yields 

and x,' = xi, so that Eq. 23 reduces to 

Obviously this can be repeated with 
and AT to obtain a set of three coupled partial 
differential equations expressing the fimda- 
mental scale invariance ofphysical laws (that 
is, the invariance of the physics to the choice 
of units) implicit in Fourier's original work. 
These equations can be solved without too 
much difficulty; their solution is, in fact, a 
special case of the solution to the re- 
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normalization group equation (given ex- 
plicitly as Eq. 35 below). Not too surpris- 
ingly, one finds that the solution is precisely 
equivalent to the constraints of dimensional 
analysis. Thus there is never any explicit 
need to use these rather cumbersome equa- 
tions: ordinary dimensional analysis takes 
care of it for you! 

Quantum Field Theory 

We have gone through this little mathe- 
matical exercise to illustrate the well-known 
relationship of dimensional analysis to scale 
and form invariance. I now want to discuss 
how the formalism must be amended when 
applied to quantum field theory and give a 
sense of the profound consequences that fol- 
low. Using the above chain of reasoning as a 
guide, I shall examine the response of a 
quantum field theoretic system to a change 
in scale and derive a partial differential equa- 
tion analogous to EQ. 25. This equation is 
known as the renormalization group equa- 
tion since its origins lay in the somewhat 
arcane area of the renormalization procedure 
used to tame the infinities of quantum field 
theory. I shall therefore have to digress 
momentarily to give a brief r6sumk of this 
subject before returning to the question of 
scale change. 

Renormalization. Perhaps the most unnerv- 
ing characteristic of quantum field theory for 
the beginning student (and possibly also for 
the wise old men) is that almost all caleula- 
tions of its physical consequences naively 
lead to infinite answers. These infinities stem 
from divergences at high momenta as- 
sociated with virtual processes that are 
always present in any transition amplitude. 
The renormalization scheme, developed by 
Richard P. Feynman, Julian S. Schwinger, 
Sin-Itiro Tomonaga, and Freeman Dyson, 
was invented to make sense out of this for 
quantum electrodynamics (QED). 

To get a feel for how this works I shall 
focus on the photon, which carries the force 
associated with the electromagnetic field. At 
the classical limit the propagator* for the 

photon represents the usual static 1/r 
Coulomb potential. The corresponding 
Fourier transform (that is, the propagator's 
representation in momentum space) in this 
limit is 118, where q is the momentum car- 
ried by the photon. Now consider the 
'classical" scattering of two charged particles 
(represented by the Feynman diagram in Fig. 
8 (a)). For this event the exchange of a single 
photon gives a transition amplitude propor- 
tional to where eo is the charge (or 
coupling constant) occurring in the La- 
grangian. A standard calculation results in 
the classical Rutherford formula, which can 
be extended relativistically to the spin-112 
case embodied in the diagram. 

A typical quantum-mechanical correction 
to the scattering formula is illustrated in Fig. 
8 (b). The exchanged photon can, by virtue of 
the uncertainty principle, create for a very 
short time a virtual electron-positron pair, 
which is represented in the diagram by the 
loop. We shall use k to denote the momen- 
tum carried around the loop by the two 
particles. 

There are, of course, many such correc- 
tions that serve to modify the 112 single- 

photon behavior, and this is represented 
schematically in part (c). It is convenient to 
include all these corrections in a single multi- 
plicative factor Do that represents deviations 
from the single-photon term. The "full" 
photon propagator including all possible 
radiative corrections is therefore D*/$. The 
reason for doing this is that Do is a 
dimensionless function that gives a measure 
of the polarization of the vacuum caused by 
the production of virtual particles. (The ori- 
gin of the Lamb shift is vacuum polariza- 
tion.) 

We now come to the central problem: 
upon evaluation it is found that contribu- 
tions from diagrams like (b) are infinite be- 
cause there is no restriction on the magni- 
tude of the momentum k flowing in the loop! 
Thus, typical calculations lead to integrals of 
the form 

which diverge logarithmically. Several 
prescriptions have been invented for making 
such integrals finite; they all involve "reg- 

*Roughly speaking, the photon propagator can be 
thought of as the Green's function for the elec- 
tromagnetic field. In the relativistically covariant 
Lorentz gauge, the classical Maxwell's equations 
read 

where Afx) is the vector potential and j(x) is the 
current source term derived in QED from the mo- 
tion of the electrons. (To keep things simple I am 
suppressing all space-time indices, thereby ignoring 
spin.) This equation can be solved in the standard 
way using a Green's function: 

with 

Now a transition amplitude is proportional to the 
interaction energy, and this is given by 

illustrating how G "mediates" the force between 
two currents separated by a space-time interval 
(x-xt). I t  is usually more convenient to work with 
Fourier transforms of these quantities (that is, in 
momentum space). For pmp le ,  the momentum 
space solution for G is G(q) = 1/q2, and this is 
usually called the free photon propagator since it 
is essentially classical. The corresponding 
"classical" transition amplitude in momentum 
space is justj(q)(7/q2)j(q), which is represented 
by the Feynman graph in Fig. 8 (a). 

In quantum field theory, life gets much more 
complicated because of radiative corrections as 
discussed in the text and illustrated in (b) and (c) 
of Fig. 8. The definition of the propagator is 
generally in terms of a correlation function in 
which a photon is created at point x out of the 
vacuum for a period x-x' and then returns to the 
vacuum at point x'. Symbolically, this is repre- 
sented by 

During propagation, anything allowed by the 
uncertainty principle can happen-these are the 
radiative corrections that make an exact calcula- 
tion of G almost impossible. 
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ularizing" the integrals by introducing some 
large mass parameter A. A standard tech- 
nique is the so-called Pauli-Villars scheme in 
which a factor A~/(# + A ~ )  is introduced 
into the integrand with the understanding 
that A is to be taken to infinity at the end of ' the calculation (notice that in this limit the 
regulating factor approaches one). With this 
prescription, the above integral is therefore 

Â replaced by 

"LA 

L 

The integral can now be evaluated and its 
divergence expressed in terms of the (in- 
finite) mass parameter A. All the infinities 
arising from quantum fluctuations can be 
dealt with in a similar fashion with the result 
that the following series is generated: 

In this way the structure of the infinite 
divergences in the theory are parameterized 
in terms of A, which can serve as a finite 
cutoffin the integrals over virtual momenta.* 

The remarkable triumph of the re- 
normalization program is that, rather than 
imposing such an arbitrary cutoff, all these 
divergences can be swallowed up by an in- 
* .. ,- .-.. ,- . * . . jlniie rescanngor me neias ana coupling con- 

- -  - 
- - 

- - - -  

Fig. 8. Feynman diagrams for (a) the classical scattering of two particles of iIn this  isc cuss ion I rnsgmed, fm simfl ici~,  
charge eo, (b) a typical correction that must be made to that scattering-here that the original hgrangian was mass/ess; that 

because of the creation of a virtual electron-positron pair-and (c) a diagram ~~~~a~~~ 
representing all such possible Corre~tions. The matrix element is proportional for *ae the dis~ssion unneassarily withou gii- 
(a) to ei/q2 and for (c) to Do/q2 where Do includes all corrections. ing any new insights. 
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stants. Thus, a finite propagator D, that does would then be calculable in terms of the 
not depend on A, can be derived from Do by value of this single coupling at some given 
rescaling if, at the same time, one rescales the scale! A wonderful fantasy.) 
charge similarly. These rescalings take the To recapitulate, the physical finite re- 
form normalized propagator D is related to its bare 

and divergent counterpart Do (calculated 

(w) 
from the Lagrangian using a cutoff mass) by 
an infinite resealing: 

The crucial property of these scaling fac- 
tors is that they are independent of the physi- 
cal momenta (such as q) but depend on A in 
such a way that when the cutoff is removed, 
D and e remain finite. In other words, when 
A + W, Zn and Z<, must develop infinities of 
their own that precisely compensate for the 
infinities of Do and eo. The original so-called 
bare parameters in the theory calculated 
from the Lagrangian (Do and eo) therefore 
have no physical meaning-only the re- 
normalized parameters (D and e) do. 

Now let us apply some ordinary dimen- 
sional analysis to these remarks. Because 
they are simply scale factors, the Z's must be 
dimensionless. However, the 2's are func- 
tions of A but not of q. But that is very 
peculiar: a dimensionless function cannot 
depend on a single mass parameter! Thus, in 
order to express the Z's in dimensionless 
form, a new finite mass scale p must e * 
introduced so that one can write 
Z = Z ( A ~ / ~ ~ , ~ ~ ) .  An immediate consequence 
of renormalization is therefore to induce a 
mass scale not manifest in the Lagrangian. 
This is extremely interesting because it 
provides a possible mechanism for generat- 
ing mass even though no mass parameter 
appears in the Lagrangian. We therefore 
have the exciting possibility of being able to 
calculate the masses of all the elementary 
particles in terms of just one of them. Similar 
considerations for the dimensionless D's 
clearly require that they be expressible as 
Do= D Q ( ~ ~ / A ~ , ~ ~ ) ,  as in Eq. 28, and 
D = ~ ( $ / ~ ~ , e ) .  (The dream of particle 
theorists is to write down a Lagrangian with 
no mass parameter that describes all the 
interations in terms ofjust one coupling con- 
stant. The mass spectrum and scattering 
amplitudes for all the elemeritary particles 

Similarly, the physical finite charge e is given 
by an infinite rescaling of the bare charge eo 
that occurs in the Lagrangian 

Notice that the physical coupling e now de- 
pends implicitly on the renormalization 
scale parameter p. Thus, in QED, for exam- 
ple, it is not strictly sufficient to state that the 
fine structure constant a = 1/137; rather, 
one must also specify the corresponding 
scale. From this point of view there is 
nothing magic about the particular number 
137 since a change of scale would produce a 
different value. 

At this stage, some words of consolation to 
a possibly bewildered reader are in order. It is 
not intended to be obvious how such infinite 
rescalings of infinite complex objects lead to 
consistent finite results! An obvious question 
is what happens with more complicated 
processes such as scattering amplitudes and 
particle production? These are surely even 
more divergent than the relatively simple 
photon propagator. How does one know that 
a similar rescaling procedure can be carried 
through in the general case? 

The proof that such a procedure does in- 
deed work consistently for any transition 
amplitude in the theory was a real tour de 
force. A crucial aspect of this proof was the 
remarkable discovery that in QED only a 
finite number (three) of such rescalings was 

necessary to render the theory finite. This is 
terribly important because it means that 
once we have renormalized a few basic en- 
tities, such as en, all further rescalings of 
more complicated quantities are completely 
determined. Thus, the theory retains predic- 
tive power-in marked contrast to the highly 
unsuitable scenario in which each transition 
amplitude would require its own infinite 
rescaling to render it finite. Such theories, 
termed nonrenormalizable, would ap- 
parently have no predictive power. High 
energy physicists have, by and large, restrict- 
ed their attention to renormalizable theories 
just because all their consequences can, in 
principle, be calculated and predicted in 
terms of just a few parameters (such as the 
physical charge and some masses). 

I should emphasize the phrase "in prin- 
ciple" since in practice there are very few 
techniques available for actually carrying out 
honest calculations. The most prominent of 
these is perturbation theory in the guise of 
Feynman graphs. Most recently a great deal 
of effort, spurred by the work of K. G. 
Wilson, has gone into trying to adapt quan- 
tum field theory to the computer using lattice 
gauge theories.* In spite of this it remains 
sadly true that perturbation theory is our 
only "global" calculational technique. Cer- 
tainly its success in QED has been nothing 
less than phenomenal. 

Actually only a very small class of re- 
norrnalizable theories exist and these are 
characterized by dimensionless coupling 
constants. Within this class are gauge the- 
ories like QED and its non-Abelian ex- 
tension in which the photon interacts with 
itself. All modern particle physics is based 
upon such theories. One of the main reasons 
for their popularity, besides the fact they are 
renormalizable, is that they possess the prop- 
erty of being asymptotically free. In such 
theories one finds that the renormalization 
group constraint, to be discussed shortly, 
requires that the large momentum behavior 

*In recent years there has been some effort to 
come to grips analytically with the 
nonperturbative aspects of gauge theories. 
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Scale and Dimension 

be equivalent to the small coupling limit; 
thus for large momenta the renormalized 
coupling effectively vanishes thereby allow- 
ing the use of perturbation theory to calculate 
physical processes. 

This idea was of paramount importance in 
substantiating the existence of quarks from 
deep inelastic electron scattering experi- 
ments. In these experiments quarks behaved 
as if they were quasi-free even though they 
must be bound with very strong forces (since 
they are never observed as free particles). 
Asymptotic freedom gives a perfect expla- 
nation for this: the effective coupling, though 
strong at low energies, gets vanishingly small 
as 2 becomes large (or equivalently, as dis- 
tance becomes small). 

In seeing how this comes about we will be 
led back to the question of how the field 
theory responds to scale change. We shall 
follow the exact same procedure used in the 
classical case: first we scale the hidden pa- 
rameter (p, in this case) and see how a typical 
transition amplitude, such as a propagator, 
responds. A partial differential equation, 
analogous to Eq. 25, is then derived using 

Euler's trick. This is solved to yield the gen- 
eral constraints due to renormalization 
analogous to the constraints of dimensional 
analysis. I will then show how these con- 
straints can be exploited, using asymptotic 
freedom as an example. 

The Renormalization Group Equation. As 
already mentioned, renormalization makes 
the bare parameters occurring in the La- 
grangian effectively irrelevant; the theory has 
been transformed into one that is now speci- 
fied by the value of its physical coupling 
constants at some mass scale p. In this sense 
p plays the role of the hidden scale parameter 
M in ordinary dimensional analysis by set- 
ting the scale of units by which all quantities 
are measured. 

This analogy can be made almost exact by 
considering a scale change for the arbitrary 
parameter p in which p w. This change 
allows us to rewrite Eq. 30 in a form that 
expresses the response of D to a scale change: 

(From now on I will use g to denote the 
coupling rather than e because e is usually 
reserved for the electric charge in QED.) 

The scale factor Z(K), which is independ- 
ent of <72 and g, must, unlike the 2's of Eqs. 
30 and 31, be finite since it relates two finite 
quantities. Notice that all explicit reference 
to the bare quantities has now been 
eliminated. The structure of this equation is 
identical to Eq. 22, the scaling equation de- 
rived for the classical case; the crucial dif- 
ference is that Z(X) no longer has the simple 
power law behavior expressed in Eq. 18. In 
fact, the general structure of Z(X) and g(u) are 
not known in field theories of interest. 
Nevertheless we can still learn much by con- 
verting this equation to the differential form 
analogous to Eq. 25 that expresses scale in- 
variance. As before we simply take Q/d\ and 
set K = 1, thereby deriving the so-called re- 
normalization group equation: 

where 

and 

Comparing Eq. 33 with the scaling equation 
of classical dimensional analysis (Eq. 25), we 
see that the role of the dimension is played by 
y. For this reason, and to distinguish it from 
ordinary dimensions, y is usually called the 
anomalous dimension of D, a phrase orig- 
inally coined by Wilson. (We say anomalous 
because, in terms of ordinary dimensions 
and again by analogy with Eq. 25, D is actu- 
ally dimensionless!) It would similarly have 
been natural to call Q(g)/g the anomalous 
dimension of g however, conventionally, 
one simply refers to Q(g) as the pfunction. 
Notice that Q(g) characterizes the theory as a 
whole (as does g itself since it represents the 
coupling) whereas y(g) is a property of the 
particular object or field one is examining. 

The general solution of the renormaliza- 
tion group equation (Eq. 33) is given by 

where 

and 

The arbitrary function f is, in principle, fixed 
by imposing suitable boundary conditions. 
(Equation 25 can be viewed as a special and 
rather simple case of Eq. 33. If this is done, 
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the analogues of y(g) and Q(.g)/g are con- 
stants, resulting in trivial integrals for A and 
K. One can then straightforwardly use this 
general solution (Eq. 36) to verify the claim 
that the scaling equation (Eq. 22) is indeed 
exactly equivalent to using ordinary dimen- 
sional analysis.) The general solution reveals 
what is perhaps the most profound conse- 
quence of the renormalization group, 
namely, that in quantum field theory the 
momentum variables and the coupling con- 
stant are inextricably linked. The photon 
propagator (D/&, for instance, appears at 
first sight to depend separately on the 
momentum q2 and the coupling constant g. 
Actually, however, the renormalizability of 
the theory constrains it to depend effectively, 
as shown in Eq. 36, on only one variable 
(q̂^̂/ii2). This, of course, is exactly what 
happens in ordinary dimensional analysis. 
For example, recall the turkey cooking prob- 
lem. The temperature distribution at first 
sight depended on several different variables: 
however, scale invariance, in the guise of 
dimensional analysis, quickly showed that 
there was in fact only a single relevant 
variable. 

The observation that renormalization in- 
troduces an arbitrary mass scale upon which 
no physical consequences must depend was 
first made in 1953 by E. Stueckelberg and A. 
Peterman. Shortly thereafter Murray Gell- 
Mann and F. Low attempted to exploit this 
idea to understand the high-energy structure 
of QED and, in so doing, exposed the in- 
timate connection between g and $. Not 
much use was made of these general ideas 
until the pioneering work of Wilson in the 
late 1960s. I shall not review here his seminal 
work on phase transitions but simply remark 
that the scaling constraint implicit in the 
renormalization group can be applied to cor- 
relation functions to learn about critical ex- 
ponents.* Instead I shall concentrate on the 

- 

"Since the photon propagator is defined as the 
correlation function of two electromagnetic 
fields in the vacuum it is not difficult to imagine 
that the formalism discussed here can be directly 
applied to the correlation functions of statistical 
physics. 

particle physics successes, including 
Wilson's, that led to the discovery that non- 
Abelian gauge theories were asymptotically 
free. Although the foci of particle and con- 
densed matter physics are quite different, 
they become unified in a spectacular way 
through the language of field theory and the 
renormalization group. The analogy with di- 
mensional analysis is a good one, for, as we 
saw in the first part of this article, its con- 
straints can be applied to completely diverse 
problems to give powerful and insightful re- 
sults. In a similar fashion, the renormaliza- 
tion group can be applied to any problem 
that can be expressed as a field theory (such 
as particle physics or statistical physics). 

Often in physics, progress is made by ex- 
amining the system in some asymptotic re- 
gime where the underlying dynamics 
simplifies sufficiently for the general struc- 
ture to become transparent. With luck, 
having understood the system in some ex- 
treme region, one can work backwards into 
the murky regions of the problem to under- 
stand its more complex structures. This is 
essentially the philosophy behind bigger and 
bigger accelerators: keep pushing to higher 
energies in the hope that the problem will 
crack, revealing itself in all its beauty and 
simplicity. 'Tis indeed a faithful quest for the 
holy grail. As I shall now demonstrate, the 
paradigm of looking first for simplicity in 

asymptotic regimes is strongly supported by 
the methodology of the renormalization 
group. 

In essence, we use the same modeling- 
theory scaling technique used by ship de- 
signers. Going back to Eq. 36, one can see 
immediately that the high-energy or short- 
distance limit ($ -+ co with g fixed) is iden- 
tical to keeping 2 fixed while taking K W. 

However, from its definition (Eq. 38), K 
diverges whenever Q(g) has a zero. Similarly, 
the low-energy or long-distance limit ($ 0 
while g is fixed) is equivalent to K-+ -w, 
which also occurs when Q - 0. Thus knowl- 
edge of the zeros of Q, the so-called fixed 
points of the equation, determines the high- 
and low-energy behaviors of the theory. 

If one assumes that for small coupling 
quantum field theory is governed by or- 
dinary perturbation theory, then the p-func- 
tion has a zero at zero coupling (gÃ 0). In 
this limit one typically finds Q(g) Ã -bg5' 
where b is a calculable coefficient. Of course, 
p might have other zeroes, but, in general, 
this is unknown. In any case, for small g we 
find (using Eq. 38) that K(g) = (2b?)""l, 
which diverges to either +a or -a depending 
on the sign of b. In QED, the case originally 
studied by Gell-Mann and Low, b < 0 so that 
K + -w, which is equivalent to the low- 
energy limit. One can think of this as an 
explanation of why perturbation theory 
works so well in the low-energy regime of 
QED: the smaller the energy, the smaller the 
effective coupling constant. 

Quantum Chromodynamics. It appears that 
some non-Abelian gauge theories and, in 
particular, QCD (see "Particle Physics and 
the Standard Model") possess the unique 
property of having a positive b. This 
marvelous observation was first made by H. 
D. Politzer and independently by D. J. Gross 
and F. A. Wilczek in 1973 and was crucial in 
understanding the behavior of quarks in the 
famous deep inelastic scattering experiments 
at the Stanford Linear Accelerator Center. As 
a result, it promoted QCD to the star posi- 
tion of being a member of "the standard 
model." With b > 0 the high-energy limit is 
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Scale and Dimension 

related to perturbation theory and is there- determines the large x behavior offix), and, 
fore calculable and understandable. I shall once again, the "modeling technique" can be 
now give an explicit example of how this used-here to determine the large 
comes about. behavior of the propagator G. 

First we note that no boundary conditions In fact, combining Eq. 36 with Eq. 42 leads 
have yet been imposed on the general soh- to the conclusion that 
tion (Eq. 36). The one boundary condition 
that must be imposed is the known free field 
theory limit (g = 0). For the photon in QED, ff2 aI2b 

or the gluon in QCD, the propagator G $m. "($ ) = '"I( 2b ln ) 
(= D/& in this limit is just I/$. Thus - . - ,  . - 
JD^/L12,~) = 1. Imposing this on Eq. 36 gives 

Now when g + 0, y(g) -a2, where a is a 
calculable coefficient. Combining this with 
the fact that Q(g) = -bê  leads, by way of Eq. 
37, to A(g) = (a/&) In g. Since K(g) = 
(2bg3-l the boundary condition (Eq. 39) 
gives 

Defining the dimensionless variable in the 
functionfas 

it can be shown that with b > 0 Eq. 40 is 
equivalent to 

lim Ax) = (2b 1n x)^ . 
x-= 

An important point here is that the x - w 

limit can be reached either by letting g- 0 or 
by taking $ - m . Since the g - 0 limit is 
calculable, so is the ff2 - w limit. The free 
field (g - 0) boundary condition therefore 

This is the generic structure that finally 
emerges: the high-energy or large-$ behavior 
of the propagator G = D/$ is given by free 
field theory (I/$) modulated by calculable 
powers of logarithms. The wonderful miracle 
that has happened is that all the powers of 
l n ( ~ ~ / $ )  originally generated from the 
divergences in the "bare" theory (as il- 
lustrated by the series in Eq. 28) have been 
summed by the renormalization group to 
give the simple expression of Eq. 43. The 
amazing thing about this "exact" result is 
that is is far easier to calculate than having to 
sum an infinite number of individual terms 
in a series. Not only does the methodology 
do the summing, but, more important, it 
justifies it! 

I have already mentioned that asymptotic 
freedom (that is, the equivalence of van- 
ishingly small coupling with increasing 
momentum) provides a natural explanation 
of the apparent paradox that quarks could 
appear free in high-energy experiments even 
though they could not be isolated in the 
laboratory. Furthermore, with lepton probes, 
where the theoretical analysis is least am- 
biguous, the predicted logarithmic modula- 
tion of free-field theory expressed in Eq. 43 
has, in fact, been brilliantly verified. Indeed, 
this was the main reason that QCD was 
accepted as the standard model for the strong 
interactions. 

There is, however, an even more profound 
consequence of the application of the re- 
normalization group to the standard model 
that leads to interesting speculations con- 

cerning unified field theories. As discussed in 
"Particle Physics and the Standard Model," 
QED and the weak interactions are partially 
unified into the electroweak theory. Both of 
these have a negative b and so are not 
asymptotically free; their effective couplings 
grow with energy rather than decrease. By the 
same token, the QCD coupling should grow 
as the energy decreases, ultimately leading to 
the confinement of quarks. Thus as energy 
increases, the two small electroweak cou- 
plings grow and the relatively large QCD 
coupling decreases. In 1974, Georgi, Quinn, 
and Weinberg made the remarkable observa- 
tion that all three couplings eventually be- 
came equal at an energy scale of about 1014 
GeV! The reason that this energy turns out to 
be so large is simply due to the very slow 
logarithmic variation of the couplings. This 
is a very suggestive result because it is ex- 
tremely tempting to conjecture that beyond 
1014 GeV (that is, at distances below lo-'' 
cm) all three interactions become unified 
and are governed by the same single cou- 
pling. Thus, the strong, weak, and elec- 
tromagnetic forces, which at low energies 
appear quite disparate, may actually be 
manifestations of the same field theory. The 
search for such a unified field theory (and its 
possible extension to gravity) is certainly one 
of the central themes of present-day particle 
physics. It has proven to be a very exciting 
but frustrating quest that has sparked the 
imagination of many physicists. Such ideas 
are, of course, the legacy of Einstein, who 
devoted the last twenty years of his life to the 
search for a unified field theory. May his 
dreams become reality! On this note of fan- 
tasy and hope we end our brief discourse 
about the role of scale and dimension in 
understanding the world-or even the uni- 
verse-around us. The seemingly innocuous 
investigations into the size and scale of 
animals, ships, and buildings that started 
with Galileo have led us, via some minor 
diversions, into baked turkey, incubating 
eggs, old bones, and the obscure infinities of 
Feynman diagrams to the ultimate question 
of unified field theories. Indeed, similitudes 
have been used and visions multiplied. 
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ir origin in just two 
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scribed by classical 

eated all space. These fields ex- 
finity from well-defined sources, 
case and electric charge in the 

ir benign rule over the physical universe 

'nomena were ex- 
plored, it became apparent that two completely 
novel forces had to be added to the list; they were 

Richard C. Slansky, an 

was invoked to u weak lor 
mutation of a neutron in the nucleus into a proton 
during the particularly slow form of radioactive 
decay known as beta decay. ..,I 

':J!&f$JJ :,.  
Since neither the weak force nor the str - g force ' 

is directly observed in the macroscopic world, 
both must be very short-range relative to the more 
familiar gravitational and electromagnetic forces. 
Furthermore, the relative strengths o f  the forces 
associated with all four interactions are quite dif- 
ferent, as can be seen in Table 1. It is therefore not 
too surprising that for a very long period these 
interactions were thought to be quite separate. In 
spite of this, there has always been a lingering 
suspicion (and hope) that in some miraculous 
fashion all four were simply manifestations ofone 
source or principle and could therefore be de- 
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Particle Physics and the Standard Model 

Local Symmetry 

Coupling 

THE STANDARD MODEL 

Charged 
Particles 

Gluons Photo 

rig. 1. The main features of the standard model. The strong metry of the Lagrangian of the theory but not of the solu- 
force and the electroweak force are each induced by a local tions to the theory. The standard model ascribes this sym- 
symmetry group, SU(3) and SU(2) X U(l), respectively. metry breaking to the Higgs particles, particles that create a 
These two symmetries are entirely independent of each other. nonzero weak charge in the vacuum (the lowest energy state 
SU(3) symmetry (called the color symmetry) is exact and of the system). The only conserved quantity that remains 
therefore predicts conservation of color charge. The SU(2) X after the symmetry breaking is electric charge. 
U(1) symmetry of the electroweak theory is an exact sym- 

The spectacular progress in particle phys- 
ics over the past ten years or so has renewed 
this dream; many physicists today believe 
that we are on the verge of uncovering the 
structure of this unified theory. The theoreti- 
cal description of the strong, weak, and elec- 
tromagnetic interactions is now considered 
well established, and, amazingly enough, the 
theory shows these forces to be quite similar 
despite their experimental differences. The 
weak and strong forces have sources 
analogous to, but more complicated than, 
electric charge, and, like the electromagnetic 
force, both can be described by a special type 
of field theory called a local gauge theory. 
This formulation has been so successful at 
explaining all known phenomenology up to 
energies of 100 GeV (1 GeV = lo9 electron 
volts) that it has been coined "the standard 
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model" and serves as the point of departure 
for discussing a grand unification of all 
forces, including that of gravitation. 

The elements of the standard model are 
summarized in Fig. 1. In this description the 
basic constituents of matter are quarks and 
leptons, and these constituents interact with 
each other through the exchange of gauge 
particles (vector bosons), the modern 
analogue of force fields. These so-called local 
gauge interactions are inscribed in the lan- 
guage of Lagrangian quantum field theory, 
whose rich formalism contains mysteries 
that escape even its most faithful practi- 
tioners. Here we will introduce the central 
themes and concepts that have led to the 
standard model, emphasizing how its for- 
malism enables us to describe all 
phenomenology of the strong, weak, and 

electromagnetic interactions as different 
manifestations of a single symmetry prin- 
ciple, the principle of local symmetry. As we 
shall see, the standard model has many 
arbitrary parameters and leaves unanswered 
a number of important questions. It can 
hardly be regarded as a thing of great 
beauty-unless one keeps in mind that it 
embodies a single unifying principle and 
therefore seems to point the way toward a 
grander unification. 

For those readers who are more 
mathematically inclined, the arguments here 
are complemented by a series of lecture notes 
immediately following the main text and 
entitled "From Simple Field Theories to the 
Standard Model." The lecture notes in- 
troduce Lagrangian formalism and stress the 
symmetry principles underlying construc- 



tion of the standard model. The main 
emphasis is on the classical limit of the 
model, but indications of its quantum gen- 
eralizations are also included. 

Unification and Extension 

Two central themes of physics that have 
led to the present synthesis are "unification" 
and "extension." By "unification'' we mean 
the coherent description of phenomena that 
are at first sight totally unrelated. This takes 
the form of a mathematical description with 
specific rules of application. A theory must 
not only describe the known phenomena but 
also make predictions of new ones. Almost 
all theories are incomplete in that they 
provide a description of phenomena only 
within a specific range of parameters. Typi- 
cally, a theory changes as it is extended to 
explain phenomena over a larger range of 
parameters, and sometimes it even 
simplifies. Hence, the second theme is called 
extension-and refers in particular to the 
extension of theories to new length or energy 
scales. It is usually extension and the result- 
ing simplification that enable unification. 

Perhaps the best-known example of ex- 
tension and unification is Newton's theory of 
gravity (1 666), which unifies the description 
of ordinary-sized objects falling to earth with 
that of the planets revolving around the sun. 
It describes phenomena over distance scales 
ranging from a few centimeters up to 
1 025 centimeters (galactic scales). Newton's 
theory is superceded by Einstein's theory of 
relativity only when one tries to describe 
phenomena at extremely high densities 
and/or velocities or relate events over cos- 
mological distance and time scales. 

The other outstanding example of unifica- 
tion in classical physics is Maxwell's theory 
of electrodynamics, which unifies electricity 
with magnetism. Coulomb (1 785) had estab- 
lished the famous inverse square law for the 
force between electrically charged bodies, 
and Biot and Savart (1820) and Ampere 
(1 820-1 825) had established the law relating 
the magnetic field B to the electric current as 
well as the law for the force between two 

electric currents. Thus it was known that 
static charges give rise to an electric field 
E and that moving charges give rise to a 
magnetic field B. Then in 183 1 Faraday dis- 
covered that the field itself has a life of its 
own, independent of the sources. A time- 
dependent magnetic field induces an electric 
field. This was the first clear hint that electric 
and magnetic phenomena were manifesta- 
tions of the same force field. 

Until the time of Maxwell, the basic laws 
of electricity and magnetism were expressed 
in a variety of different mathematical forms, 
all of which left the central role of the fields 
obscure. One of Maxwell's great achieve- 
ments was to rewrite these laws in a single 
formalism using the fields E and B as the 
fundamental physical entities, whose sources 
are the charge density p and the current 
density J, respectively. In this formalism the 
laws of electricity and magnetism are ex- 
pressed as differential equations that mani- 
fest a clear interrelationship between the two 
fields. Nowadays they are usually written in 
standard vector notation as follows. 

Coulomb's law: 

Ampere's law: 

Faraday's law: 

and the absence of 
magnetic monopoles: V B = 0 .  

The parameters eo and po are determined by 
measuring Coulomb's force between two 
static charges and Ampere's force between 
two current-carrying wires, respectively. 

Although these equations clearly "unite" 
E with B, they are incomplete. In 1865 Max- 
well realized that the above equations were 
not consistent with the conservation of elec- 
tric charge, which requires that 

This inconsistency can be seen from 
Ampere's law, which in its primitive form 
requires that 

Maxwell obtained a consistent solution by 
amending Ampere's law to read 

With this new equation, Maxwell showed 
that both E and B satisfy the wave equation. 
For example, 

This fact led him to propose the elec- 
tromagnetic theory of light. Thus, from Max- 
well's unification of electric and magnetic 
phenomena emerged the concept of elec- 
tromagnetic waves. Moreover, the speed c of 
the electromagnetic waves, or light, is given 
by (eoHo)112 and is thus determined uniquely 
in terms of purely static electric and magne- 
tic measurements alone! 

It is worth emphasizing that apart from 
the crucial change in Ampere's law, Max- 
well's equations were well known to natural 
philosophers before the advent of Maxwell! 
The unification, however, became manifest 
only through his masterstroke of expressing 
them in terms of the "right" set of variables, 
namely, the fields E and B. 

Extension to Small Distance 
Scales 

Maxwell's unification provides an ac- 
curate description of large-scale elec- 
tromagnetic phenomena such as radio 
waves, current flow, and electromagnets. 
This theory can also account for the effects of 
a medium, provided macroscopic concepts 
such as conductivity and permeability are 
introduced. However, ifwe try to extend it to 
very short distance scales, we run into 
trouble; the granularity, or quantum nature, 
of matter and of the field itself becomes 
important, and Maxwell's theory must be 
altered. 

Determining the physics appropriate to 
each length scale is a crucial issue and has 
been known to cause confusion (see "Funda- 
mental Constants and the Rayleigh- 
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Fig. 2. The wavelength of the probe must be smaller than the scale of the structure 
one wants to resolve. Viruses, which are approximately lr5 centimeter in extent, 
cannot be resolved with visible light, the average wavelength of which is 5 X lF5 
centimeter. However, electrons with momentum p of about 20 eV/c have de Broglie 
wavelengths short enough to resolve them. 

Riabouchinsky Paradox"). For example, the 
structure of the nucleus is completely irrele- 
vant when dealing with macroscopic dis- 
tances of, say, 1 centimeter, so it would be 
absurd to try to describe the conductivity of 
iron over this distance in terms of its quark 
and lepton structure. On the other hand, it 
would be equally absurd to extrapolate 
Ohm's law to distance intervals of l o i 3  
centimeter to determine the flow of electric 
current. Relevant physics changes with scale! 

The thrust of particle physics has been to 
study the behavior of matter at shorter and 
shorter distance scales in hopes of under- 
standing nature at its most fandamental 
level. As we probe shorter distance scales, we 
encounter two types of changes in the phys- 

ics. First there is the fundamental change 
resulting from having to use quantum me- 
chanics and special relativity to describe 
phenomena at very short distances. Accord- 
ing to quantum mechanics, particles have 
both wave and particle properties. Electrons 
can produce interference patterns as waves 
and can deposit all their energy at a point as a 
particle. The wavelength 'k associated with 
the particle of momentum p is given by the 
de Broglie relation 

h A = -  
P' 

where h is Planck's constant (h/2n = h = 

1.0546 X 1 r2' erg second). This relation is 

the basis of the often-stated fact that resolv- 
ing smaller distances requires particles of 
greater momentum or energy. Notice, in- 
cidentally, that for sufficiently short wave- 
lengths, one is forced to incorporate special 
relativity since the corresponding particle 
momentum becomes so large that Newto- 
nian mechanics fails. 

The marriage of quantum mechanics and 
special relativity gave birth to quantum field 
theory, the mathematical and physical lan- 
guage used to construct theories of the 
elementary particles. Below we will give a 
brief review of its salient features. Here we 
simply want to remind the reader that quan- 
tum field theory automatically incorporates 
quantum ideas such as Heisenberg% uncer- 
tainty principle and the dual wave-particle 
properties of all of matter, as well as the 
equivalence of mass and energy. 

Since the wavelength of our probe de- 
termines the size of the object that can be 
studied (Fig. 2), we need extremely short 
wavelength (high energy) probes to investi- 
gate particle phenomena. To gain some 
perspective, consider the fact that with vis- 
ible light we can see without aid objects as 
small as an amoeba (about 1 0 '  centimeter) 
and with an optical microscope we can open 
up the world of bacteria at about 1 0  cen- 
timeter. This is the limiting scale of light 
probes because wavelengths in the visible 
spectrum are on the order of 5 X l o 5  cen- 
timeter. 

To resolve even smaller objects we can 
exploit the wave-like aspects of energetic 
particles as is done in an electron micro- 
scope. For example, with "high-energy" elec- 
trons (E 20 eV) we can view the world of 
viruses at a length scale of about 1 0 -  cen- 
timeter. With even higher energy electrons 
we can see individual molecules (about lo-' 
centimeter) and atoms (10'  centimeter). To 
probe down to nuclear ( l o i 2  centimeter) 
and subnuclear scales, we need the particles 
available from high-energy accelerators. To- 
day's highest energy accelerators produce 
100-GeV particles, which probe distance 
scales as small as 1 0 1 6  centimeter. 

This brings us to the second type of change 
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in appropriate physics with change in scale, 
namely, changes in the forces themselves. 
Down to distances of approximately 10-l2 
centimeter, electromagnetism is the domi- 
nant force among the elementary particles. 
However, at this distance the strong force, 
heretofore absent, suddenly comes into play 
and completely dominates the interparticle 
dynamics. The weak force, on the other 
hand, is present at all scales but only as a 
small effect. At the shortest distances being 
probed by present-day accelerators, the weak 
and electromagnetic forces become com- 
parable in strength but remain several orders 
of magnitude weaker than the strong force. It 
is at this scale however, that the fundamental 
similarity of all three forces begins to emerge. 
Thus, as the scale changes, not only does 
each force itself change, but its relationship 
to the other forces undergoes a remarkable 
evolution. In our modern way of thinking, 
which has come from an understanding of 
the renormalization, or scaling, properties of 
quantum field theory, these changes in phys- 
ics are in some ways analogous to the 
paradigm of phase transitions. To a young 
and naive child, ice, water, and steam appear 
to be quite different entities, yet rudimentary 
observations quickly teach that they are dif- 
ferent manifestations of the same stuff, each 
associated with a different temperature scale. 
The modem lesson from renormalization 
group analysis, as discussed in "Scale and 
Dimension-From Animals to Quarks," is 
that the physics of the weak, electromagnetic, 
and strong forces may well represent dif- 
ferent aspects of the same unified interac- 
tion. This is the philosophy behind grand 
unified theories of all the interactions. 

Quantum Electrodynamics and 
Field Theory 

Let us now return to the subject of elec- 
tromagnetism at small distances and de- 
scribe quantum electrodynamics (QED), the 
relativistic quantum field theory, developed 
in the 1930s and 1940s, that extends Max- 
well's theory to atomic scales. We emphasize 
that the standard model is a generalization of 

. s 

states yielded for the el . 
the012 of 1928 had been interpreted, 

^(Dirac3s initial fhoneht), but as states of a part 
electron but opposite electric charge. Such a particles. 
among the products of cosmic-ray collisions with nuclei. Sear ,,, 

' 
(or negative proton) in the same environment proved unsuccessful. an 
began considering its production by bombarding nuclei with en 
accelerator. Since electric charge and baryon number must be conserved 
interactions, the production process involves creation of a proton-antiprolo 

. , , , &, 

incident proton. 

this first and most successful quantum field 
theory. 

In quantum field theory every particle has 
associated with it a mathematical operator, 
called a quantum field, that carries the par- 
ticle's characteristic quantum numbers. 
Probably the most familiar quantum number 
is spin, which corresponds to an intrinsic 
angular momentum. In classical mechanics 
angular momentum is a continuous variable, 
whereas in quantum mechanics it is restrict- 
ed to multiples of V2 when measured in units 
of h. Particles with %-integral spin (1/2,3/2, 
512, ...) are called fermions; particles with 
integral spin (0, 1,2,3, ... ) are called bosons. 
Since no two identical fermions can occupy 
the same position at the same time (the 

famous Pauli exclusion principle), a collec- 
tion of identical fermions must necessarily 
take up some space. This special property of 
fermions makes it natural to associate them 
with matter. Bosons, on the other hand, can 
crowd together at a point in space-time to 
form a classical field and are naturally re- 
garded as the mediators of forces. 

In the quantized version of Maxwell's the- 
ory, the electromagnetic field (usually in the 
guise of the vector potential Ap) is a boson 
field that carries the quantum numbers of the 
photon, namely, mass m = 0, spin s = 1, and 
electric charge Q = 0. This quantized field, by 
the very nature of the mathematics, auto- 
matically manifests dual wave-particle 
properties. Electrically charged particles, 
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COMIomb's Law 

1 Quantum P 

Fig. 3. (a) The force between two electrons is descn%ed classically by Coulomb's 
law. Each electron creates a force field (shown as lines emanating from the charge 
(e) that is felt by the other electron. The potential energy V is the energy needed to 
bring the two electrons to within a distance r of each other. (b) In quantum field 
theory two electrons feel each other's presence by exchanging virtual photons, or 
virtual particles of light. Photons are the quanta of the electromagnetic field. The 
Feynman diagram above represents the (lowest order, see Fig. 5) interaction 
between two electrons (straight lines) through the exchange of a virtual photon 
(wavy line). 
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such as electrons and positrons, are also rep- 
resented by fields, and, as in the classical 
theory, they interact with each other through 
the electromagnetic field. In QED, however, 
the interaction takes place via an exchange of 
photons. Two electrons "feel" each other's 
presence by passing photons back and forth 
between them. Figure 3 pictures the interac- 
tion with a "Feynman diagram": the straight 
lines represent charged particles and the 
wavy line represents a photon. (In QED such 
diagrams correspond to terms in a 
perturbative expansion for the scattering be- 
tween charged particles (see Fig. 5). 
Similarly, most Feynman diagrams in this 
issue represent lowest order contributions to 
the particle reactions shown.) 

These exchanged photons are rather 
special. A real photon, say in the light by 
which you see, must be massless since only a 
massless particle can move at the speed of 
light. On the other hand, consider the left- 
hand vertex of Fig. 3, where a photon is 
emitted by an electron; it is not difficult to 
convince oneself that if the photon is mass- 
less, energy and momentum are not con- 
served! This is no sin in quantum mechanics, 
however, as Heisenberg's uncertainty prin- 
ciple permits such violations provided they 
occur over sufficiently small space-time in- 
tervals. Such is the case here: the violating 
photon is absorbed at the right-hand vertex 
by another electron in such a way that, over- 
all, energy and momentum are conserved. 
The exchanged photon is "alive" only for a 
period concomitant with the constraints of 
the uncertainty principle. Such photons are 
referred to as virtual photons to distinguish 
them from real ones, which can, of course, 
live forever. 

The uncertainty principle permits all sorts 
of virtual processes that momentarily violate 
energy-momentum conservation. As il- 
lustrated in Fig. 4, a virtual photon being 
exchanged between two electrons can, for a 
very short time, turn into a virtual electron- 
positron pair. This conversion of energy into 
mass is allowed by the famous equation of 
special relativity, E = mc2. In a similar 
fashion almost anything that can happen will 
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happen, given a sufficiently small space-time 
interval. It is the countless multitude of such 
virtual processes that makes quantum field 
theory so rich and so difficult. 

Given the immense complexity of the the- 
ory, one wonders how any reliable calcula- 
tion can ever be made. The saving grace of 
quantum electrodynamics, which has made 
its predictions the most accurate in all of 
physics, is the smallness of the coupling be- 
tween the electrons and the photons. The 
coupling strength at each vertex where an 
electron spews out a virtual photon is just the 
electronic charge e, and, since the virtual 
photon must be absorbed by some other 
electron, which also has charge e, the 
probability for this virtual process is of mag- 
nitude e2. The corresponding dimensionless 
parameter that occurs naturally in this theory 
is denoted by a and defined as e2/47ch c. It is 
approximately equal to 11137. The 
probabilities of more complicated virtual 
processes involving many virtual particles 
are proportional to higher powers of a and 
are therefore very much smaller relative to 
the probabilities for simpler ones. Put 
slightly differently, the smallness of a implies 
that perturbation theory is applicable, and 
we can control the level of accuracy of our 
calculations by including higher and higher 
order virtual processes (Fig. 5). In fact, quan- 
tum electrodynamic calculations of certain 
atomic and electronic properties agree with 
experiment to within one part in a billion. 

As we will elaborate on below, the quan- 
tum field theories of the electroweak and the 
strong interactions that compose the stan- 
dard model bear many resemblances to 
quantum electrodynamics. Not too surpris- 
ingly, the coupling strength of the weak inter- 
action is also small (and in fact remains small 
at all energy or distance scales), so perturba- 
tion theory is always valid. However, the 
analogue of a for the strong interaction is not 
always small, and in many calculations 
perturbation theory is inadequate. Only at 
the high energies above 1 GeV, where the 
theory is said to be asymptotically free, is the 
analogue of a so small that perturbation the- 
ory is valid. At low and moderate energies 
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Fig. 4. A virtualphoton being exchanged between two electrons can, for a very short 
time, turn into a virtual electron-positron (e+-e) pair. This virtual process is one 
of many that contribute to the electromagnetic interaction between electrically 
chargedparticles (see Fig. 5). 

(for example, those that determine the 
properties of protons and neutrons) the 
strong-interaction coupling strength is large, 
and analytic techniques beyond perturbation 
theory are necessary. So far such techniques 
have not been very successful, and one has 
had to resort to the nasty business of numeri- 
cal simulations! 

As discussed at the end of the previous 
section, these changes in coupling strengths 
with changes in scale are the origin of the 
changes in the forces that might lead to a 
unified theory. For an example see Fig. 3 in 
"Toward a Unified Theory." 

Symmetries 

One cannot discuss the standard model 
without introducing the concept of sym- 
metry. It has played a central role in classify- 
ing the known particle states (the ground 
states of 200 or so particles plus excited 
states) and in predicting new ones. Just as the 
chemical elements fall into groups in the 
periodic table, the particles fall into multi- 
plets characterized by similar quantum 
numbers. However, the use of symmetry in 
particle physics goes well beyond mere 

classification. In the construction of the stan- 
dard model, the special kind of symmetry 
known as local symmetry has become the 
guiding dynamical principle; its aesthetic in- 
fluence in the search for unification is rem- 
iniscent of the quest for beauty among the 
ancient Greeks. Before we can discuss this 
dynamical principle, we must first review the 
general concept of symmetry in particle 
physics. 

In addition to electric charge and mass, 
particles are characterized by other quantum 
numbers such as spin, isospin, strangeness, 
color, and so forth. These quantum numbers 
reflect the symmetries of physical laws and 
are used as a basis for classification and, 
ultimately, unification. 

Although quantum numbers such as spin 
and isospin are typically the distinguishing 
features of a particle, it is probably less well 
known that the mass of a particle is some- 
times its only distinguishing feature. For ex- 
ample, a muon (p) is distinguished from an 
electron (e) only because its mass is 200 
times greater that that of the electron. In- 
deed, when the muon was discovered in 
1938, Rabi was reputed to have made the 
remark, "Who ordered that?" And the tau 
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Fig. 5. As shown above, the basic inter- 
action vertex of quantum elec- 
trodynamics is an electron current Jp 
interacting with the electromagnetic 
field A,. Because the coupling strength 
a is small, the amplitude for processes 
involving such interactions can be ap- 
proximated by a perturbation ex- 
pansion on a free field theory. The 
terms in such an expansion, shown at 
left for electron scattering are propor- 
tional to various powers of a. The k g -  
est contribution to the electron-scatter- 
ing amplitude is proportional to a and 
is represented by a Feynmann diagram 
in which the interaction vertex appears 
twice. Successively smaller contribu- 
tions arisefrom terms proportional to 
a* with four interaction vertices, from 
terms proportional to a3 with six inter- 
action vertices, and so on. 

(TI, discovered in 1973, is 3500 times heavier 
than an electron yet again identical to the 
electron in other respects. One of the great 
unsolved mysteries of particle physics is the 
origin of this apparent hierarchy of mass 
among these leptons. (A lepton is a funda- 
mental ferrnion that has no strong interac- 
tions.) Are there even more such particles? Is 
there a reason why the mass hierarchy among 
the leptons is paralleled (as we will describe 
below) by a similar hierarchy among the 
quarks? It is believed that when we under- 
stand the origin of ferrnion masses, we will 
also understand the origin of CP violation in 
nature (see box). These questions are fre- 
quently called the family problem and are 
discussed in the article by Goldman and 
Nieto. 

Groups and Group Multiplets. Whether or 
not the similarity among e, p, and T reflects a 
fundamental symmetry of nature is not 
known. However, we will present several 
possibilities for this family symmetry to in- 
troduce the language of groups and the 
significance of internal symmetries. 

Consider a world in which the three lep- 
tons have the same mass. In this world atoms 
with muons or taus replacing electrons 
would be indistinguishable: they would have 
identical electromagnetic absorption or 
emission bands and would form identical 
elements. We would say that this world is 
invariant under the interchange of electrons, 
muons, and taus, and we would call this 
invariance a symmetry of nature. In the real 
world these particles don't have the same 
mass; therefore our hypothetical symmetry, 
if it exists, is broken and we can distinguish a 
muonic atom from, say, its electronic 
counterpart. 

We can describe our hypothetical in- 
variance or family symmetry among the 
three leptons by a set of symmetry operations 
that form a mathematical construct called a 
group. One property of a group is that any 
two symmetry operations performed in suc- 
cession also corresponds to a symmetry 
operation in that group. For example, replac- 
ing an electron with a muon, and then replac- 
ing a muon with a tau can be defined as two 
discrete symmetry operations that when 
performed in succession are equivalent to 
the discrete symmetry operation of replacing 
an electron with a tau. Another group prop- 
erty is that every operation must have an 
inverse. The inverse of replacing an electron 
with a muon is replacing a muon with an 
electron. This set of discrete operations on 
e, (i, and T forms the discrete six-element 
group 713 (with K standing for permutation). 
In this language e, p, and T are called a 
multiple! or representation of 71i and are said 
to transform as a triplet under xi. 

Another possibility is that the particles e, 
p, and T transform as a triplet under a group 
of continuous symmetry operations. Con- 
sider Fig. 6, where e, (i, and T are represented 
as three orthogonal vectors in an abstract 
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three-dimensional space. The set of continu- 
ous rotations of the three vectors about three 
independent axes composes the group 
known as the three-dimensional rotation 
group and denoted by SO(3). As shown in 
Fig. 6, SO(3) has three independent trans- 
formations, which are represented by or- 
thogonal 3 X 3 matrices. (Note that 713 is a 
subset of S0(3).) 

Suppose that SO(3) were an unbroken 
Family symmetry of nature and e, u, and T 
transformed as a triplet under this sym- 
metry. How would it be revealed experimen- 
tally? The SO(3) symmetry would add an 
extra degree of freedom to the states that 
could be formed by e, p., and T. For example, 
the spatially symmetric ground state of 
helium, which ordinarily must be antisym- 
metric under the interchange of the two elec- 
tron spins, could now be antisymmetric 
under the interchange of either the spin or 
the family quantum number of the two lep- 
tons. In particular, the ground state would 
have three different antisymmetric con-, 
figurations and the threefold degeneracy 
might be split by spin-spin interactions 
among the leptons and by any SO(3) sym- 
metric interaction. Thus the ground state of 
known helium would probably be replaced 
by sets of degenerate levels with small hyper- 
fine energy splittings. 

In particle physics we are always interested 
in the largest group of operations that leaves 
all properties of a system unchanged. Since e, 
p, and T are described by complex fields, the 
largest group of operations that could act on 
this triplet is U(3) (the group of all unitary 3 
X 3 matrices Usatisfying u^U= 1). Another 
possibility is SU(3), a subgroup of U(3) satis- 
fying the additional constraint that det Â£ = 1, 

This list of symmetries that may b& 
reflected in the similarity of e, p, and T is not 
exhaustive. We could invoke a group of sym- 
metry operations that acts on any subset of 
the three particles, such as SU(2) (the group 
of 2 X 2 unitary matrices with det U = 1) 
acting, say, on e and p as a doublet and on T 

as a singlet. Any one of these possibilities 
may be realized in nature, and each possibil- 
ity has different experimentally observable 

Three i nt 
Rotations 

Fig. 6. (a) The three leptons t, p, usd T are represented as three orthogonal vectors 
in an abstract three-dimensional space. (b) The set of rotations about the three 
orthogonal axes defines S0(3), the three-dimensional rotation group. SO(3) has 
three charges (or generators) associated with the infinitesimal transformations 
about the three independent axes. These generators have the same Lie algebra as the 
generators of the group SU(2), as discussed in Lecture Note 4 following this article. 
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tion of strongly interacting particles into 
multiplets of SU(3), a scheme that combines 
strong isospin with the quantum number 
called strangeness, or strong hypercharge. 
(For a more complete discussion of continu- 
ous symmetries and internal global sym- 
metries such as SU(2), see Lecture Notes 2 
and 4.) 

Exact, or unbroken, symmetries also play 
a fundamental role in the construction of 
theories: exact rotational invariance leads to 
the exact conservation of angular momen- 
tum, and exact translational invariance in 
space-time leads to the exact conservation of 
energy and momentum. We will now discuss 
how the exact phase invariance of elec- 
trodynamics leads to the exact conservation 
of electric charge. 

Global U(l) Invariance and Conservation 
Laws. In quantum field theory the dynamics 
of a system are encoded in a function of the 
fields called a Lagrangian, which is related to 
the energy of the system. The Lagrangian is 
the most convenient means for studying the 
symmetries of the theory because it is usually 
a simple task to check if the Lagrangian 
remains unchanged under particular sym- 
metry operations. 

An electron is described in quantum field 
theory by a complex field, 

and a positron is described by the complex 
conjugate of that field, 

Although the real fields y, and yz are 
separately each able to describe a spin-l/z 
particle, the two together are necessary to 
describe a particle with electric charge.* 

The Lagrangian of quantum elec- 
trodynamics is unchanged by the continuous 
operation of multiplying the electron field by 

*The real fields and y12 are four-component 
Majorana fields that together make up the standard 
four-component complex Dime spinor field. 

an arbitrary phase, that is, by the transfor- 
mation 

where A is an arbitary real number and Q is 
the electric charge operator associated with 
the field. The eigenvalue of Q is -1 for an 
electron and +1 for a positron. This set of 
phase transformations forms the global sym- 
metry group U(1) (the set of unitary 1 X 1 
matrices). In QED this symmetry is un- 
broken, and electric charge is a conserved 
quantum number of the system. 

There are other global U(1) symmetries 
relevant in particle physics, and each one 
implies a conserved quantum number. For 
example, baryon number conservation is as- 
sociated with a U(1) phase rotation of all 
baryon fields by an amount e"̂ , where 5 = 1 
for protons and neutrons, B=lh for quarks, 
and B = 0 for leptons. Analogously, electron 
number is conserved if the field of the elec- 
tron neutrino is assigned the same electron 
number as the field of the electron and all 
other fields are assigned an electron number 
of zero. The same holds true for muon num- 
ber and tau number. Thus a global U(1) 
phase symmetry seems to operate on each 
type of lepton. (Possible violation of muon- 
number conservation is discussed in "Ex- 
periments To Test Unification Schemes.") 

The Principle of Local Symmetry 

We are now ready to distinguish a global 
phase symmetry from a local one and exam- 
ine the dynamical consequences that emerge 
from the latter. Figure 7 illustrates what hap- 

pens to the electron field under the global 
phase transformation vÃ‘ eiAQv. For con- 
venience, space-time is represented by a set 
of discrete points labeled by the index j. The 
phase of the electron field at each point is 
represented by an arrow that rotates about 
the point, and the kinetic energy of the field 
is represented by springs connecting the ar- 
rows at different space-time points. A global 
U(1) transformation rotates every two-di- 
mensional vector by the same arbitrary angle 
A: 6,- 0, + QA, where Q is the electric 
charge. In order for the Lagrangian to be 
invariant under this global phase rotation, it 
is clearly sufficient for it to be a function only 
of the phase differences (0; - 0,). Both the free 
electron terms and the interaction terms in 
the QED Lagrangian are invariant under this 
continuous global symmetry. 

A local U(1) transformation, in contrast, 
rotates every two-dimensional vector by a 
different angle Aj This local transformation, 
unlike its global counterpart, does not leave 
the Lagrangian of the free electron invariant. 
As represented in Fig. 7 by the stretching and 
compressing of the springs, the kinetic 
energy of the electron changes under local 
phase transformations. Nevertheless, the full 
Lagrangian of quantum electrodynamics is 
invariant under these local U(1) transforrna- 
tions. The electromagnetic field (Ap) 
precisely compensates for the local phase 
rotation and the Lagrangian is left invariant. 
This is represented in Fig. 7 by restoring the 
stretched and compressed springs to their 
initial tension. Thus, the kinetic energy of the 
electron (the energy stored in the springs) is 
the same before and after the local phase 
transformation. 

In our discrete notation, the full La- 

Fig. 7. Global versus local phase transformations. The arrows represent the phases 
of an electron field at four discrete points labeled by j = 1,2,3,  and 4. The springs 
represent the kinetic energy of the electrons. A global phase transformation does 
not change the tension in the springs and therefore costs no energy. A local phase 
transformation without gauge interactions stretches and compresses the springs 
and thus does cost energy. However introduction of the gauge field (represented by 
the white haze) exactly compensates for the local phase transformation of the 
electron field and the springs return to their original tension so that local phase 
transformations with gauge interactions do not cost energy. 
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U(1l Local Symmetry of QED 

The matrix with elements Ajk is the discrete 
space-time analogue of the electromagnetic 
potential defined on the links between the 
points k and j. Thus, if one starts with a 
theory of free electrons with no interactions 
and demands that the physics remain in- 
variant under local phase transformation of 
the electron fields, then one induces the stan- 
dard electromagnetic interactions between 
the electron current J^ and photon field Au, 
as shown in Figs. 5 and 8. From this point of 
view, Maxwell's equations can be viewed as a 
consequence of the local U(1) phase in- 
variance. Although this local invariance was 
originally viewed as a curiosity of QED, it is 
now viewed as the guiding principle for con- 
structing field theories. The invariance is 
usually termed gauge invariance, and the 
photon is referred to as a gauge particle since 
it mediates the U(1) gauge interaction. It is 
worth emphasizing that local U(1) in- 
variance implies that the photon is massless 
because the term that would describe a 
massive photon is not itself invariant under 
local U(1) transformations. 

The local gauge invariance of QED is the 
prototype for theories of both the weak and 
the strong interactions. Obviously, since 
neither of these is a long-range interaction, 
some additional features must be at work to 
account for their different properties. Before 
turning to a discussion of these features, we 
stress that in theories based on local gauge 
invariance, currents always play an impor- 
tant role. In classical electromagnetism the 
fundamental interaction takes place between 
the vector potential and the electron current; 
this is reflected in quantum electrodynamics 
by Feynman diagrams: the virtual photon 
(the gauge field) ties into the current 
produced by the moving electron (see Fig. 8). 
As will become clear below, a similar situ- 
ation exists in the strong interaction and, 
more important, in the weak interaction. 

Fig. 8. The U(l)  local symmetry of QED implies the existence of a gauge field to 
compensate for the local phase transformation of the electrically charged matter 
fields. The generator of the U(l) local phase transformation is Q, the electric 
charge operator defined in the figure in terms of the current density JO.  The gauge 
field A, interacts with the electrically charged matter fields through the current J p. 

The coupling strength is e, the charge of the electron. 

The Strong Interaction about l o 1 *  centimeter across. As already 
emphasized, the force that binds the protons 
and neutrons together to form the nucleus is 

In an atom electrons are bound to the much stronger and considerably shorter in 
nucleus by the Coulomb force and occupy a range than the electromagnetic force. Lep- 
region about l o 8  centimeter in extent. The tons do not feel this strong force; particles 
nucleus itself is a tightly bound collection of that do participate in the strong interactions 
protons and neutrons confined to a region are called hadrons. 
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of "Elementary Particlesw 

The mystery of the strong force and the 
structure of nuclei seemed very intractable as 
little as fifteen years ago. Studying the rele- 
vant distance scales requires machines that 
can accelerate protons or electrons to 
energies of 1 GeV and beyond. Experiments 
with less energetic probes during the 1950s 
revealed two very interesting facts. First, the 
strong force does not distinguish between 
protons and neutrons. (In more technical 
language, the proton and the neutron trans- 
form into each other under isospin rotations, 
and the Lagrangian of the strong interaction 
is invariant under these rotations.) Second, 
the structure of protons and neutrons is as 
rich as that of nuclei. Furthermore, many 
new hadrons were discovered that were ap- 
parently just as "elementary" as protons and 
neutrons. 

The table of "elementary particles" in the 
mid-1 960s displayed much of the same com- 
plexity and symmetry as the periodic table of 
the elements. In 1961 both Gell-Mann and 
Ne'eman proposed that all hadrons could be 
classified in multiplets of the symmetry 
group called SU(3). The great triumph of this 
proposal was the prediction and subsequent 
discovery of a new hadron, the omega minus. 
This hadron was needed to fill a vacant space 
in one of the SU(3) multiplets (Fig. 9). 

In spite of the SU(3) classification scheme, 
the belief that all of these so-called elemen- 
tary particles were truly elementary became 
more and more untenable. The most con- 
tradictory evidence was the finite size of 
hadrons (about 1 0 1 3  centimeter), which 
drastically contrasted with the point-like 
nature of the leptons. Just as the periodic 
table was eventually explained in terms of a 
few basic building blocks, so the hadronic 
zoo was eventually tamed by postulating the 
existence of a small number of "truly 
elementary point-like particles" called 
quarks. In 1963 Gell-Mann and, in- 
dependently, Zweig realized that all hadrons 
could be constructed from three spin-% fer- 
mions, designated u, d, and s (up, down, and 
strange). The SU(3) symmetry that mani- 
fested itself in the table of "elementary parti- 
cles" arose from an invariance of the La- 
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grangian of the strong interaction to rota- 
tions among these three objects. This global 
symmetry is exact only if the u, d, and s 
quarks have identical masses, which implies 
that the particle states populating a given 
SU(3) multiplet also have the same mass. 
Since this is certainly not the case, SU(3) is a 
broken global symmetry. The dominant 
breaking is presumed to arise, as in the exam- 
ple of e, p, and T, from the differences in the 
masses of the u, d, and s quarks. The origin of 
these quark masses is one of the great un- 
answered questions. It is established, how- 
ever, that SU(3) symmetry among the u, d, 
and s quarks is preserved by the strong inter- 
action. Nowadays, one refers to this SU(3) as 
a flavor symmetry, with u, d, and s represent- 
ing different quark flavors. This nomen- 
clature is to distinguish it from another and 
quite different SU(3) symmetry possessed by 
quarks, a local symmetry that is associated 
directly with the strong force and has become 
known as the SU(3) of color. The theory 
resulting from this symmetry is called quan- 
tum chromodynamics (QCD), and we now 
turn our attention to a discussion of its 
properties and structure. 

The fundamental structure of quantum 
chromodynamics mimics that of quantum 
electrodynamics in that it, too, is a gauge 
theory (Fig. 10). The role of electric charge is 
played by three "colors" with which each 
quark is endowed-red, green, and blue. The 
three color varieties of each quark form a 
triplet under the SU(3) local gauge sym- 
metry. A local phase transformation of the 
quark field is now considerably extended 
since it can rotate the color and thereby 
change a red quark into a blue one. The local 
gauge transformations of quantum elec- 
trodynamics simply change the phase of an 
electron, whereas the color transformations 
of QCD actually change the particle. (Note 
that these two types of phase transformation 
are totally independent of each other.) 

We explained earlier that the freedom to 
change the local phase of the electron field 
forces the introduction of the photon field 
(sometimes called the gauge field) to keep the 
Lagrangian (and therefore the resulting phys- 
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ics) invariant under these local phase 
changes. This is the principle of local sym- 
metry. A similar procedure applied to the 
quark field induces the so-called chromo- 
dynamic force. There are eight independent 
symmetry transformations that change the 
color of a quark and these must be com- 
pensated for by the introduction of eight 
gauge fields, or spin-1 bosons (analogous to 
the single photon of quantum elec- 
trodynamics). Extension of the local U(1) 
gauge invariance of QED to more com- 
plicated symmetries such as SU(2) and SU(3) 
was first done by Yang and Mills in 1954. 
These larger symmetry groups involve so- 
called non-Abelian, or non-commuting alge- 
bras (in which AB + BA), so it has become 
customary to refer to this class of theories as 
"non-Abelian gauge theories." An alterna- 
tive term is simply "Yang-Mills theories." 

The eight gauge bosons of QCD are re- 
ferred to by the bastardized term "gluon," 
since they represent the glue that holds the 
physical hadrons, such as the proton, 
together. The interactions of gluons with 
quarks are depicted in Fig. 10. Although 
gluons are the counterpart to photons in that 
they have unit spin and are massless, they 
possess one crucial property not shared by 
photons: they themselves carry color. Thus 
they not only mediate the color force but also 
carry it; it is as if photons were charged. This 
difference (it is the difference between an 
Abelian and a non-Abelian gauge theory) has 
many profound physical consequences. For 
example, because gluons carry color they can 
(unlike photons) interact with themselves 
(see Fig. 10) and, in effect, weaken the force 
of the color charge at short distances. The 
opposite effect occurs in quantum elec- 
trodynamics: screening effects weaken the 
effective electric charge at long distances. (As 
mentioned above, a virtual photon emanat- 
ing from an electron can create a virtual 
electron-positron pair. This polarization 
screens, or effectively decreases, the elec- 
tron's charge.) 

The weakening of color charge at short 
distances goes by the name of asymptotic 
freedom. Asymptotic freedom was first ob- 

40 
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Fig. 10. The SU(3) local color symmetry implies the existence of eight massless 
gauge fields (the gluons) to compensate for the eight independent local transforma- 
tions of the colored quark fields. The subscripts r, g, and b on the gluon and quark 
fields correspond respectively to red, green, and blue color charges. The eight 
gluons carry color and obey the non-Abelian algebra of the SU(3) generators (see 
Lecture Note 4). The interactions induced by the local SU(3) color symmetry 
include a quark-gluon coupling as well as two types of gluon self-interactions (one 
proportional to the couping g, and the other proportional to gi). 

Summer/Fall 1984 LOS ALAMOS SCIENCE 



Particle Physics and the Standard Model 

QCD1 bii a Cray: 

XMP with a solid-state d 
have Sow calculations of 

" .  , ,  
- 5 ,  

The mleutetiws, which have two h p ~  

the errors ift the calculated masses and coup3 

work would not have been 

contribution oftlieir skillsand their time. 

Calculated and experimental values for the masses and coupling 
strengths of some mesons and baryons. 

Calculated Relative Experimental 
Value Error Value 

(MeV/c2) 
- -- 

(%) -- (MeV/c2) 
Masses 

p meson 
Excited p 
8 meson 
A meson 
Proton 
A baryon 

Couplings 

LOS ALAMOS SCIENCE Summer/Fall 1984 



served in deep inelastic scattering experi- 
ments (see "Scaling in Deep Inelastic Scatter- 
ing"). This phenomenon explains why 
hadrons at high energies behave as if they 
were made of almost free quarks even though 
one knows that quarks must be tightly bound 
together since they have never been ex- 
perimentally observed in their free state. The 
weakening of the force at high energies 
means that we can use perturbation theory to 
calculate hadronic processes at these 
energies. 

42 

The self-interaction of the gluons also ex- 
plains the apparently permanent confine- 
ment of quarks. At long distances it leads to 
such a proliferation of virtual gluons that the 
color charge effectively grows without limit, 
forbidding the propagation of all colored 
particles. Only bleached, or color-neutral, 
states (such as baryons, which have equal 
proportions of red, blue, and green, or 
mesons which have equal proportions of red- 
antired, green-antigreen, and blue-antiblue) 
are immune from this confinement. Thus all 

observable hach'ons are necessarily colorless, 
whereas quarks and gluons are permanently 
confined* This is just as well since gluons are 
massless* and by analogy with the photon, 
unconfined massless ghions should give rise 
to a long-range. Coulomb-like, color force in 
the strong interactions. Such a force is clearly 
at variance with experiment! Even though 
color is confined, residual strong color forces 
can still "leak out" in the form of color- 
neutral pbns or other hadrong and be re- 
sponsible for the binding of protons and 
neutrons in nuclei (much as residual elec- 
tromagnetic fortes bind atoms together to 
form molecules). 

The success of QCD in explaining short- 
distance behavior and its aesthetic appeal as 
a generalization of QED have given it its 
place in the standard model. However, con- 
fidence in this theory still awaits convincing 
calculations of phenomena at distance scales 
of 10-l~ centimeter, where the "strong*' 
nature of the three becomes dominant and 
perturbation theory is no longer valid. (Lat- 
tice gauge theory calculations of the hadronic 
spectrum are becoming more and more re- 
liable. See "QCD on a Gray: The Masses of 
Elementary Particles.'*) 

The Weak Interaction 

Many nuclei are known to be unstable and 
to emit several kinds of particles when they 
decay; historically these particles were called 
alpha particles, beta rays, and gamma rays. 
These three are now associated with three 
quite different modes of decay. An alpha 
particle, itself a helium nucleus, is emitted 
during the strong-interaction decay mode 
known as fission. Large nuclei that are only 
loosely bound by the strong force (such as 
uranium-238) can split into two stable 
pieces, one of which is an alpha particle. A 
gamma ray is simply a photon with "high" 
energy (above a few MeV) and is emitted 
during the decay of an excited nucleus. A 
beta ray is an electron emitted when a neu- 
tron in a nucleus decays into a proton, an 
electron, and an electron antineutrino ( n ~ p  
+ e +  Vs, see Fig. 1 1). The proton remains in 
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Fig. 11. (a) Components of the charge-raising weak current J,̂  are represented in 
the figure by Feynman diagrams in which a neutron changes into a proton, an 
electron into an electron neutrino, and a muon into a muon neutrino. The charge- 
lowering current Jieak is represented by reversing the arrows. (b) Beta decay 
(shown in the figure) and other low-energy weakprocesses are well described by the 
Fermi interaction J L  X J;& The figure shows the Feynman diagram of the 
Fermi interaction for beta decay. 

the nucleus, and the electron and its anti- 
neutrino escape. This decay mode is 
characterized as weak because it proceeds 
much more slowly than most elec- 
tromagnetic decays (see Table 1). Other 
baryons may also undergo beta decay. 

Beta decay remained very mysterious for a 
I long time because it seemed to violate 

energy-momentum conservation. The free 
neutron was observed to decay into two 
particles, a proton and an electron, each with 
a spectrum of energies, whereas energy- 
momentum conservation dictates that each 
should have a unique energy. To solve this 
dilemma, Pauli invoked the neutrino, a 
massless, neutral fermion that participates 
only in weak interactions. 

The Fermi Theory. Beta decay is just one of 
many manifestations of the weak interaction. 
By the 1950s it was known that all weak 
processes could be concisely described in 
terms of the current-current interaction first 
proposed in 1934 by Fermi. The charged 
weak currents ./teak and ./weak change the 
electric charge of a ferrnion by one unit and 
can be represented by the sum of the Feyn- 
man diagrams of Fig. 1 la. In order to de- 
scribe the maximal parity violation, (that is, 
the maximal right-left asymmetry) observed 
in weak interactions, the charged weak cur- 
rent includes only left-handed femion fields. 
(These are defined in Fig. 12 and Lecture 
Note 8.) 

Fermi's current-current interaction is then 
given by all the processes included in the 
product (t&/fi) ( J L ~  X ^weak) where 
./weak means all arrows in Fig. 1 la are re- 
versed. This interaction is in marked con- 
trast to quantum electrodynamics in which 
two currents interact through the exchange of 
a virtual photon (see Fig. 3). In weak 
processes two charge-changing currents ap- 
pear to interact locally (that is, at a single 
point) without the help of such an inter- 
mediary. The coupling constant for this local 
interaction, denoted by Gv and called the 
Ferrni constant, is not dimensionless like the 
coupling parameter a in QED, but has the 
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left-handed fields contribute to the weak charged currents 
shown in Fig. 11. The left- and right-handedness (or 
chirality) of a field describes a Lorentz covariant decom- 
position of Dirac spinor fields. 

Fig. 12. A Dimc spinor field can be decomposed into left- 
and right-handed pieces. A left-handed field creates two 
types of particle states at ultrarelativistic energies-uu a 
particle with spin opposite to the direction of motion, and uv, 
an antiparticle with spin along the direction of motion. Only 

dimension of mass2 or energy2. In units of 
energy, the measured value of ~p~~~ equals 
293 GeV. Thus the strength of the weak 
processes seems to be determined by a speci- 
fic energy scale. But why? 

range force between nucleons), where a' is 
the analogue of a and the mass My is so large 
that this potential has essentially no range. 
The Fourier transform of this potential, 
a'/(<72 + M&), suggests that, if this idea is 
correct, the interaction between the weak 
currents is mediated by a "heavy photon" of 
mass Mw Nowadays this particle is called 
the W boson; its existence explains the short 
range of the weak interactions. 

Notice that at low energies, or, equi- 
valently, when ~ ] y  ^> 2, the Fourier trans- 
form, or so-called propagator of the W 
boson, reduces to o. 'f(~]y), and since this 
factor multiplies the two currents, it must be 
proportional to Fermi's constant. Thus the 
existence of the W boson gives a natural 
explanation of why Gv is not dimensionless. 

Now, since both the weak and electro- 

magnetic interactions involve electric 
charge, these two might be manifestations of 
the same basic force. If they were, then a' 
might be the same as a and 6 would be 
proportional to a/& Thus the existence of 
a very massive W boson can explain not only 
the short range but also the weakness of weak 
interactions relative to electromagnetic in- 
teractions! This argument not only predicts 
the existence of a W boson but also yields a 
rough estimate of its mass: 

Predictions of the W boson. An explanation 
emerges if we postulate the existence of an 
intermediary for the weak interactions. Re- 
call from Fig. 3 that the exchanged, or vir- 
tual, photons in QED basically correspond to 
the Coulomb potential a/r, whose Fourier 
transform is a/#, where q is the momentum 
of the virtual photon. It is tempting to sug- 
gest that the nearly zero range of the weak 
interaction is only apparent in that the two 
charged currents interact through a potential 
of the form a'[exp(-Mwr)]/r (a form orig- 
inally proposed by Yukawa for the short- 

This prediction of a new particle was made in 
the 1950s, when such energies were well 
beyond reach of the existing accelerators. 

Arguments like the one above convinced 
physicists that a theoretical unification of 
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electromagnetic and weak interactions must 
be possible. Several attempts were made in 
the 1950s and 1960s, notably by Schwinger 
and his student Glashow and by Ward and 
Salam, to construct an "electroweak theory" 
in terms of a local gauge (Yang-Mills) theory 
that generalizes QED. Ultimately, Weinberg 
set forth the modem solution to giving 

masses to the weak bosons in 1967, although 
it was not accepted as such until 't Hooft and 
Veltman showed in 197 1 that it constituted a 
consistent quantum field theory. The success 
of the electroweak theory culminated in 1982 
with the discovery at CERN of the W boson 
at almost exactly the prediced mass. Notice, 
incidentally, that at sufficiently high 

energies, where q2 Ã M&, the weak interac- 
tion becomes comparable in strength to the 
electromagnetic. Thus we see explicitly how 
the apparent strength of the interaction de- 
pends on the wavelength of the probe. 

The SU(2) X U(1) Electroweak Theory. 
Since quantum electrodynamics is a gauge 
theory based on local U(1) invariance, it is 
not too surprising that the theory unifying 
the electromagnetic and weak forces is also a 
gauge theory. Construction of such a theory 
required overcoming both technical and phe- 
nomenological problems. 

The technical problem concerned the fact 
that an electroweak gauge theory is 
necessarily a Yang-Mills theory (that is, a 
theory in which the gauge fields interact with 
each other); the gauge fields, namely the W 
bosons, must be charged to mediate the 
charge-changing weak interactions and there- 
fore by definition must interact with each 
other electromagnetically through the 
photon. Moreover, the local gauge symmetry 
of the theory must be broken because an 
unbroken symmetry would require all the 
gauge particles to be massless like the photon 
and the gluons, whereas the W boson must 
be massive. A major theoretical difficulty 
was understanding how to break a Yang- 
Mills gauge symmetry in a consistent way. 
(The solution is presented below.) 

In addition to the technical issue, there 
was the phenomenological problem of choos- 
ing the correct local symmetry group. The 
most natural choice was SU(2) because the 
low-lying states (that is, the observed quarks 
and leptons) seemed to form doublets under 
the weak interaction. For example, a W- 
changes ve into e, v,, into p, or u into d (where 
all are left-handed fields), and the W ^  effects 
the reverse operation. Moreover, the three 
gauge bosons required to compensate for the 
three independent phase rotations of a local 
SU(2) symmetry could be identified with the 
w^, the W ,  and the photon. Un- 
fortunately, this simplistic scenario does not 
work: it gives the wrong electric charge as- 
signments for the quarks and leptons in the 
SU(2) doublets. Specifically, electric charge 
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Q would be equal to the SU(2) charge 13, and 
the values of I3 for a doublet are H 2 .  This is 
clearly the wrong charge. In addition, SU(2) 
would not distinguish the charges of a quark 
doublet (3'3 and 4 3 )  from those of a lepton 
doublet (0 and - 1 ). 

To get the correct charge assignments, we 
can either put quarks and leptons into SU(2) 
triplets (or larger multiplets) instead of 
doublets, or we can enlarge the local sym- 
metry group. The first possibility requires 
the introduction of new heavy fermions to 
fill the multiplets. The second possibility 
requires the introduction of at least one new 
U(1) symmetry (let's call it weak hypercharge 
Y), which yields the correct electric charge 
assignments if we define 

This is exactly the possibility that has been 
confirmed experimentally. Indeed, the elec- 
troweak theory of Glashow, Salam, and 
Weinberg is a local gauge theory with the 
symmetry group SU(2) X U(1). Table 2 gives 
the quark and lepton multiplets and their 
associated quantum numbers under SU(2) X 
U(l), and Fig. 13 displays the interactions 
defined by this local symmetry. There is one 
coupling associated with each factor of SU(2) 
X U(1), a couplinggfor SU(2) and a coupling 
g72  for U(1). 

The addition of the local U(1) symmetry 
introduces a new uncharged gauge particle 
into the theory that gives rise to the so-called 
neutral-current interactions. This new type 
of weak interaction, which allows a neutrino 
to interact with matter without changing its 
identity, had not been observed when the 
neutral weak boson was first proposed in 
1961 by Glashow. Not until 1973, after all 
the technical problems with the SU(2) X 
U(l) theory had been worked out, were these 
interactions observed in data taken at CERN 
in 1969 (see Fig. 14). 

The physical particle that mediates the 
weak interaction between neutral currents is 
the massive 2'. The electromagnetic interac- 
tion between neutral currents is mediated by 
the familiar massless photon. These two 
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physical particles are different from the two 
neutral gauge particles (B and W3) associated 
with the unbroken SU(2) X U(1) symmetry 
shown in Fig. 13. In fact, the photon and the 
z0 are linear combinations of the neutral 
gauge particles W3 and B: 

A = B c 0 s 6 ~ +  W3sinOw 

and 

~ ~ = ~ s i n 6 ~ -  W3cos&w. 

The mixing of SU(2) and U(1) gauge parti- 
cles to give the physical particles is one result 
of the fact that the SU(2) X U(1) symmetry 
must be a broken symmetry. 

Spontaneous Symmetry Breaking. The astute 
reader may well be wondering how a local 
gauge theory, which in QED required the 
photon to be massless, can allow the 
mediator of the weak interactions to be 
massive, especially since the two forces are to 
be unified. The solution to this paradox lies 
in the curious way in which the SU(2) X U(1) 
symmetry is broken. 

As Nambu described so well, this breaking 
is very much analogous to the symmetry 
breaking that occurs in a superconductor. A 
superconductor has a local U(1) symmetry, 
namely, electromagnetism. The ground state, 
however, is not invariant under this sym- 
metry since it is an ordered state of bound 
electron-electron pairs (the so-called Cooper 
pairs) and therefore has a nonzero electric 
charge distribution. As a result of this asym- 
metry, photons inside the superconductor 
acquire an effective mass, which is responsi- 
ble for the Meissner effect. (A magnetic field 
cannot penetrate into a superconductor; at 
the surface it decreases exponentially at a 
rate proportional to the effective mass of the 
photon.) 

In the weak interactions the symmetry is 
also assumed to be broken by an asymmetry 
of the ground state, which in this case is the 
"vacuum." The asymmetry is due to an or- 
dered state of electrically neutral bosons that 
carry the weak charge, the so-called Higgs 
bosons. They break the SU(2) X U(1) sym- 
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metry to give the U(1) of electromagnetism 
in such a way that the W^ and the z0 obtain 
masses and the photon remains massless. As 
a result the charges I3 and Y associated with 
SU(2) X U(1) are not conserved in weak 
processes because the vacuum can absorb 
these quantum numbers. The electric charge 
Q associated with U(1) of electromagnetism 
remains conserved. 

The asymmetry of the ground state is fre- 
quently referred to as spontaneous symmetry 
breaking; it does not destroy the symmetry of 
the Lagrangian but destroys only the sym- 
metry of the states. This symmetry breaking 
mechanism allows the electroweak La- 
grangian to remain invariant under the local 
symmetry transformations while the gauge 
particles become massive (see Lecture Notes 
3,6, and 8 for details). 

In the spontaneously broken theory the 
electromagnetic coupling e is given by the 
expression e = gsin Ow, where 

Thus, e and Ow are an alternative way of 
expressing the couplings g and g', and just as 
e is not determined in QED, the equally 
important mixing angle â‚¬ is not determined 
by the electroweak theory. It is, however, 
measured in the neutral-current interactions. 
The experimental value is sin2 â‚¬ = 0.224 + 
0.0 15. The theory predicts that 

These relations (which are changed only 
slightly by small quantum corrections) and 
the experimental value for the weak angle Ow 
predict masses for the W' and z0 that are in 
very good agreement with the 1983 observa- 
tions of the W' and z0 at CERN. 

In the electroweak theory quarks and lep- 
tons also obtain mass by interacting with the 
ordered vacuum state. However, the values 
of their masses are not predicted by the 

Particle 

taken with the CERN Gargamelle bubble chamber. The figure illustrates the 
difference between neutral-current and charged-current interactions and shows the 
bubble-chamber signature of each. The bubble tracks are created by charged 
particles moving through superheated liquid freon. The incoming antineutrinos 
interact with protons in the liquid. A neutral-current interaction leaves no track 
from a lepton, only a track/rom the positivley charged proton and perhaps some 
tracks from pions. A charged-current interaction leaves a t r a w r o m  a positively 
charged muon only. 
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theory but are proportional to arbitrary 
parameters related to the strength of the 
coupling of the quarks and leptons to the 
Higgs boson. 

The Higgs Boson. In the simplest version of 
the spontaneously broken electroweak 
model, the Higgs boson is a complex SU(2) 
doublet consisting of four real fields (see 
Table 2). These four fields are needed to 
transform massless gauge fields into massive 
ones. A massless gauge boson such as the 
photon has only two orthogonal spin compo- 
nents (both transverse to the direction of 
motion), whereas a massive gauge boson has 
three (two transverse and one longitudinal, 
that is, in the direction of motion). In the 
electroweak theory the w+, the W ,  and the 
2' absorb three of the four real Higgs fields 
to form their longitudinal spin components 
and in so doing become massive. In more 
picturesque language, the gauge bosons "eat" 
the Higgs boson and become massive from 
the feast. The remaining neutral Higgs field 
is not used up in this magic transformation 
from massless to massive gauge bosons and 
therefore should be observable as a particle 
in its own right. Unfortunately, its mass is 
not fixed by the theory. However, it can 
decay into quarks and leptons with a definite 
signature. It is certainly a necessary compo- 
nent of the theory and is presently being 
looked for in high-energy experiments at 
CERN. Its absence is a crucial missing link in 
the confirmation of the standard model. 

Open Problems. Our review of the standard 
model would not be complete without men- 
tion of some questions that it leaves un- 
answered. We discussed above how the three 
charged leptons (e, p, and T) may form a 
triplet under some broken symmetry. This is 
only part of the story. There are, in fact, three 
quark-lepton families (Table 3), and these 
three families may form a triplet under such 
a broken symmetry. (There is a missing state 
in this picture: conclusive evidence for the 
top quark t has yet to be presented. The 
bottom quark b has been observed in 
e'eannihilation experiments at SLAC and 
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Cornell.) The standard model says nothing 
about why three identical families of quarks 
and leptons should exist, nor does it give any 
clue about the hierarchical pattern of their 
masses (the T family is heavier than the p 
family, which is heavier than the e family). 
This hierarchy is both puzzling and intri- 
guing. Perhaps there are even more un- 
discovered families connected to the broken 
family symmetry. The symmetry could be 
global or local, and either case would predict 
new, weaker interactions among quarks and 
leptons. 

Table 3 brings up two other open ques- 
tions. First, we have listed the neutrinos as 
being massless. Experimentally, however, 
there exist only upper limits on their possible 
masses. The most restrictive limit comes 
from cosmology, which requires the sum of 
neutrino masses to be less then 100 eV. It is 
known from astrophysical observations that 
most of the energy in the universe is in a 
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form that does not radiate elec- 
tromagnetically. If neutrinos have mass, they 
could, in fact, be the dominant form of 
energy in the universe today. 

Second, we have listed u and d, c and s, 
and t and b as doublets under weak SU(2). 
This is, however, only approximately true. 
As a result of the broken family symmetry, 
states with the same electric charge (the d, s, 
and b quarks or the u, c, and t quarks) can 
mix, and the weak doublets that couple to the 
w*- bosons are actually given by u and dt, 
c and st, and t and b'. A 3 X 3 unitary matrix 
known as the Kobayashi-Maskawa (K-M) 
matrix rotates the mass eigenstates (states of 
definite mass) d, s, and b into the weak 
doublet states dt, st, and bt. The K-M matrix 
is conventionally written in terms of three 
mixing angles and an arbitrary phase. The 
largest mixing is between the d and s quarks 
and is characterized by the Cabibbo angle 
ec (see Lecture Note 9), which is named for 

the man who studied strangeness-changing 
weak decays such as Z' - p + e + &. The 
observed value of sin Or is about 0.22. The 
other mixing angles are all at least an order of 
magnitude smaller. The structure of the K-M 
matrix, like the masses of the quarks and 
leptons, is a complete mystery. 

Conclusions 

Although many mysteries remain, the 
standard model represents an intriguing and 
compelling theoretical framework for our 
present-day knowledge of the elementary 
particles. Its great virtue is that all of the 
known forces can be described as local gauge 
theories in which the interactions are gener- 
ated from the single unifying principle of 
local gauge invariance. The fact that in quan- 
tum field theory interactions can drastically 
change their character with scale is crucial to 



74 two experimental groups p~rsiiiog completely different 
of research at different laboratories simultaneously dis- 

vend the same particle. <In deference to the different aames 
adopted by the two groups, the particle is now derrsd to as J/v.) At 
SPEAR, the electron-positron storage ring at the Stanford Linear 
Accelerator Center, a group led by Â£8 Richter was investigating, as ft 
function of incident energy, the process of electron-positron aaaihila- 
tjton to hadrons. They found an enormous and very narrow resonance 
at a collision energy of abort 3.1 GeV and attributed it to the 
formation of a new particle w. Meanwhile, at the Brooldiaven ACS, a 
group led by $3. Ting was investigating essentially the inverse gm~ess, 
the formation of electron-positron pairs in collisions of protons with 
nueleons. They &&mined the number of&$-prodadng events as a 
function of the mass of the parent particle (as deduced from the 
energy and of each electron-positron pair) and 
found a v aed increase at a mass of about 
3.1 CieV'/c2. This resonance also was attributed to the formation of a 
aew particle J, 

The surprisiay long lifetime ofJ/w, as indicated by the narrow- 
ness of the resonance, implied that iu decay to lighter hadroas <& 
according to the original quark model, composed of the up, down, 
and strange quarks) was somehow inhibited. This inhibition was 
given two possible interpretations: J/y was perhaps a form of matter 
exhibiting a net "color" <a quantum property of quarks), or it was 
perhaps a meson containing the postulated charmed sed satin 
charmed quarks. The latter interpretation w&s scon adopted, and in 

those tenas the production of JT/y in the two experiiaeots can bs 
written 

For further elddation of the Jfv system, ̂ -a-posiinoa annihila- 
tion proved more fruitful than the hadronic production process. 

This <liscovery of a fourth Qwk (which had been 
Gla&ow and J. Bjortosa in W4 to achieve a 
namber of quarks and the known nuaxber o 

a& L. Maiaai in i 970 to 

Cen ter-of-Mass Energy (GeV) 

evidence for fornation of J/iy in 
psi/ron annihilations at SPEAR. (Adapted from SLAC L 
Beam Line, Volume 7, Number 11, November 1976.j 
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Particle Physics and the Standard Model 

I n 1977 a group led by L. Ledeman provided evidence for a fifth, or bottom, quark 
with the discovery of T, a long-lived particle three times more massive than J/w. In 
an experiment similar to that of Ting and coworkers and performed at the 

Fennilab proton accelerator, the group determined the number of events giving rise to 
muon-antimuon pairs as a function of the mass of the parent particle and found a sharp 
increase at about 9.5 Ckv/c2. Like the J/y system, the T system has been elucidated in 
detail from experiments involving electron-positron collisions rather than proton 
collisions, in this case at Cornell's electron storage ring, CESR. 

The existence of the bottom quark, and of a sixth, or top, quark, was expected on the 
basis of the discovery of the tau lepton at SPEAR in 1975 and Glashow and Bjorken's 
1964 argument of quark-lepton symmetry. Recent results from high-energy proton- 
antiproton collision experiments at CERN have been interpreted as possible evidence 
for the top quark with a mass somewhere between 30 and 50 Ciev/c2. R 

this approach. The essence of the standard 
model is to put the physics of the apparently 
separate strong, weak, and electromagnetic 
interactions in the single language of local 
gauge field theories, much as Maxwell put 
the apparently separate physics of 
Coulomb's, Ampere's, and Faraday's laws 
into the single language of classical field the- 
ory. 

It is very tempting to speculate that, be- 
cause of the chameleon-like behavior of 
quantum field theory, all the interactions are 
simply manifestations of a single field the- 
ory. Just as the "undetermined parameters" 

SO and po were related to the velocity of light 
through Maxwell's unification of electricity 
and magnetism, so the undetermined 
parameters of the standard model (such as 
quark and lepton masses and mixing angles) 
might be fixed by embedding the standard 
model in some grand unified theory. 

A great deal of effort has been focused on 
this question during the past few years, and 
some of the problems and successes are dis- 
cussed in "Toward a Unified Theory" and 
"Supersymmetry at 100 GeV.?' Although 
hints of a solution have emerged, it is fair to 
say that we are still a long way from for- 

mulating an ultimate synthesis of all physical 
laws. Perhaps one of the reasons for this is 
that the role of gravitation still remains mys- 
terious. This weakest of all the forces, whose 
effects are so dramatic in the macroscopic 
world, may well hold the key to a truly deep 
understanding of the physical world. Many 
particle physicists are therefore turning their 
attention to the Einsteinian view in which 
geometry becomes the language of ex- 
pression. This has led to many weird and 
wonderful speculations concerning higher 
dimensions, complex manifolds, and other 
arcane subjects. 

An alternative approach to these questions 
has been to peel yet another skin off the 
onion and suggest that the quarks and lep- 
tons are themselves composite objects made 
of still more elementary objects called 
preons. After all, the proliferation of quarks, 
leptons, gauge bosons, and Higgs particles is 
beginning to resemble the situation in the 
early 1960s when the proliferation of the 
observed hadronic states made way for the 
introduction of quarks. Maybe introducing 
preons can account for the mystery of flavor: 
e, p, and T, for example, may simply be 
bound states of such objects. 

Regardless of whether the ultimate under- 
standing of the structure of matter, should 
there be one, lies in the realm of preons, 
some single primitive group, higher 
dimensions, or whatever, the standard 
model represents the first great step in that 
direction. The situation appears ripe for 
some kind of grand unification. Where are 
you, Maxwell? H 

Further Reading 

Gerard 't Hooft. "Gauge Theories of the Forces Between Elementary Particles." Scienlific American, June 1980, pp. 104-1 37. 

Howard Georgi. "A Unified Theory of Elementary Particles and Forces." Scientific American, April 198 1, pp. 48-63. 
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Lecture Notes 
from simple field theories to the standard model 

by Richard C. Slansky 

T he standard model of electroweak and strong interactions 
consists of two relativistic quantum field theories, one to 
describe the strong interactions and one to describe the 
electromagnetic and weak interactions. This model, which 

incorporates all the known phenomenology of these fundamental 
interactions, describes spinless, spin-%, and spin-1 fields interacting 
with one another in a manner determined by its Lagrangian. The 
theory is relativistically invariant, so the mathematical form of the 
Lagrangian is unchanged by Lorentz transformations. 

Although rather complicated in detail, the standard model La- 
grangian is based on just two basic ideas beyond those necessary for a 
quantum field theory. One is the concept of local symmetry, which is 
encountered in its simplest form in electrodynamics. Local symmetry 

determines the form of the interaction between particles, or fields, 
that carry the charge associated with the symmetry (not necessarily 
the electric charge). The interaction is mediated by a spin- 1 particle, 
the vector boson, or gauge particle. The second concept is spon- 
taneous symmetry breaking, where the vacuum (the state with no 
particles) has a nonzero charge distribution. In the standard model 
the nonzero weak-interaction charge distribution of the vacuum is 
the source of most masses of the particles in the theory. These two 
basic ideas, local symmetry and spontaneous symmetry breaking, are 
exhibited by simple field theories. We begin these lecture notes with a 
Lagrangian for scalar fields and then, through the extensions and 
generalizations indicated by the arrows in the diagram below, build 
up the formalism needed to construct the standard model. 

^ , 

f Ã 
Fields, Lagrangians, 
and Equations 
of Motion 

2 

Continuous 
Symmetries 

Spontaneous .̂ Lagrangians 
1 Breaking of a 7 - Global Symmetry - I with Global Larger Symmetries 

f * 

Local Phase 

( Invariance and 
Electrodynamics 

The SU(2) X U(1) 

Future Theories ? 
See Article on - 2 

' 
Unified Theories 

1 Quarks 
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a 9  a 9  ^Fields, Lagrangians, "-(tl-b) - Q [cp + s? 8" + a(aPq)) - ~ ~ 6 "  

land Equations 

We begin Uno introduction to field theory with one of the simplest 
theories, a complex scalar field theory with independent fields q(x) 
and $(x). (qf(x) is the complex conjugate of ~ ( x )  if q(x) is a classical 
field, and, if cp(x) is generalized to a column vector or to a quantum 
field, cpi(x) is the Hermitian conjugate of ~(x) . )  Since (o(x) is a 
complex function in classical field theory, it assigns a complex 
number to each four-dimensional point x = (ct, x) of time and space. 
The symbol x denotes all four components. In quantum field theory 
p(x) is an operator that acts on a state vector in quantum-mechanical 
Hilbert space by adding or removing elementary particles localized 
around the space-time point x. 

In this note we present the case in which ~ ( x )  and $(x) correspond 
respectively to a spinless charged particle and its antiparticle of equal 
mass but opposite charge. The charge in this field theory is like 
electric charge, except it is not yet coupled to the electromagnetic 
field. (The word "charge" has a broader definition than just electric 
charge.) In Note 3 we show how this complex scalar field theory can 
describe a quite different particle spectrum: instead of a particle and 
its antiparticle of equal mass, it can describe a particle of zero mass 
and one of nonzero mass, each of which is its own antiparticle. Then 
the scalar theory exhibits the phenomenon called spontaneous sym- 
metry breaking, which is important for the standard model. 

A complex scalar theory can be defined by the Lagrangian density, 

where 3,q) = Q f̂Q .̂ (Upper and lower indices are related by the 
metric tensor, a technical point not central to this discussion.) The 
Lagrangian itself is 

The first term in Eq. la is the kinetic energy of the fields cp(x) and 
&x), and the last two terms are the negative of the potential energy. 
Terms quadratic in the fields, such as the -w2cptq term in Eq. la. 
are called mass terms. If m2 > 0, then q(x) describes a spinless 
particle and fix) its antiparticle of identical mass. If m2 < 0, the 
theory has spontaneous symmetry breaking. 

The equations of motion are derived from Eq. 1 by a variational 
method. Thus, let us change the fields and their derivatives by a small 
amount &(x) and 5QU<p(x) = Qu8(p(-x}. Then, 

where the variation is defined with the restrictions 5q(x,ti) = 8<p(qi2) 
= 8qi(x,tl) = 8cpt(x,t2) = 0, and 8cp(x) and S$(x) are independent. The 
last two terms are integrated by parts, and the surface term is dropped 
since the integrand vanishes on the boundary. This procedure yields 
the Euler-Lagrange equations for (E (̂x), 

and for cp(x). (The Euler-Lagrange equation for q(x) is like Eq. 3 
except that q̂  replaces (p. There are two equations because 8cp(x) and 
8q^(x) are independent.) Substituting the Lagrangian density, Eq. la, 
into the Euler-Lagrange equations, we obtain the equations of mo- 
tion, 

plus another equation of exactly the same form with q(x) and 
cpt(x) exchanged. 

This method for finding the equations of motion can be easily 
generalized to more fields and to fields with spin. For example, a field 
theory that is incorporated into the standard model is elec- 
trodynamics. Its list of fields includes particles that carry spin. The 
electromagnetic vector potential A,(x) describes a "vector" particle 
with a spin of 1 (in units of the quantum of action h = 1.0546 X l o 2 '  
erg second), and its four spin components are enumerated by the 
space-time vector index p ( = 0, 1, 2, 3, where 0 is the index for the 
time component and 1, 2, and 3 are the indices for the three space 
components). In electrodynamics only two of the four components of 
A#) are independent. The electron has a spin of V2, as does its 
antiparticle, the positron. Electrons and positrons of both spin pro- 
jections, k1/2, are described by a field ~ ( x ) ,  which is a column vector 
with four entries. Many calculations in electrodynamics are com- 
plicated by the spins of the fields. 

There is a much more difficult generalization of the Lagrangian 
formalism: if there are constraints among the fields, the procedure 
yielding the Euler-Lagrange equations must be modified, since the 
field variations are not all independent. This technical problem 
complicates the formulation of electrodynamics and the standard 
model, especially when computing quantum corrections. Our ex- 
amination of the theory is not so detailed as to require a solution of 
the constraint problem. 



. Continuous 

It is often possible to find sets of fields in the Lagrangian that can 
be rearranged or transformed in ways described below without 
changing the Lagrangian. The transformations that leave the La- 
grangian unchanged (or invariant) are called symmetries. First, we 
will look at the form of such transformations, and then we will 
discuss implications of a symmetrical Lagrangian. In some cases 
symmetries imply the existence of conserved currents (such as the 
electromagnetic current) and conserved charges (such as the electric 
charge), which remain constant during elementary-particle collisions. 
The conservation of energy, momentum, angular momentum, and 
electric charge are all derived from the existence of symmetries. 

Let us consider a continuous linear transformation on three real 
spinless fields (pi(x) (where i = 1,2, 3) with (p,(x) = (p:(x). These three 
fields might correspond to the three pion states. As a matter of 
notation, ~ ( x )  is a column vector, where the top entry is (pi(x), the 
second entry is Q-Ax), and the bottom entry is (ps(x). We write the 
linear transformation of the three fields in terms of a 3-by-3 matrix 
U(E), where 

or in component notation 

(p/(x') = UÃ£(e)w(x - 

The repeated index is summed from 1 to 3, and generalizations to 
different numbers or kinds of fields are obvious. The parameter E is 
continuous, and as E approaches zero, U(E) becomes the unit matrix. 
The dependence of x' on x and E is discussed below. The continuous 
transformation U(E) is called linear since q(x) occurs linearly on the 
right-hand side of Eq. 5. (Nonlinear transformations also have an 
important role in particle physics, but this discussion of the standard 
model will primarily involve linear transformations except for the 
vector-boson fields, which have a slightly different transformation 
law, described in Note 5.) For N independent transformations, there 
will be a set of parameters ea, where the index a takes on values from 
1 to N. 

For these continuous transformations we can expand (i/(x') in a 
Taylor series about = 0; by keeping only the leading term in the 
expansion, Eq. 5 can be rewritten in infinitesimal form as 

where Tn is the first term in the Taylor expansion, 

with 8x = x' - x. The Tn are the "generators" of the symmetry 
transformations of (p(x). (We note that @(x) in Eq. 6a is a small 
symmetry transformation, not to be confused with the field varia- 
tions 8(p in Eq. 2.) 

The space-time point x' is, in general, a function of x. In the case 
where x' = x, Eq. 5 is called an internal transformation. Although our 
primary focus will be on internal transformations, space-time sym- 
metries have many applications. For example, all theories we de- 
scribe here have Poincare symmetry, which means that these theories 
are invariant under transformations in which x' = A x  + b, where A is 
a 4-by-4 matrix representing a Lorentz transformation that acts on a 
four-component column vector x consisting of time and the three 
space components, and b is the four-component column vector of the 
parameters of a space-time translation. A spinless field transforms 
under Poincare transformations as (p'(x') = (p (x)  or 89 = -bV,,cp(x). 
Upon solving Eq. 6b, we find the infinitesimal translation is repre- 
sented by idp. The components of fields with spin are rearranged by 
Poincare transformations according to a matrix that depends on both 
the e's and the spin of the field. 

We now restrict attention to internal transformations where the 
space-time point is unchanged; that is, 5x11 = 0. If is an in- 
finitesimal, arbitrary function ofx, E~(X), then Eqs. 5 and 6a are called 
local transformations. If the are restricted to being constants in 
space-time, then the transformation is called global. 

Before beginning a lengthy development of the symmetries of 
various Lagrangians, we give examples in which each of these kinds 
of linear transformations are, indeed, symmetries of physical the- 
ories. An example of a global, internal symmetry is strong isospin, as 
discussed briefly in "Particle Physics and the Standard Model." 
(Actually, strong isospin is not an exact symmetry of Nature, but it is 
still a good example.) All theories we discuss here have global Lorentz 
invariance, which is a space-time symmetry. Electrodynamics has a 
local phase symmetry that is an internal symmetry. For a charged 
spinless field the infinitesimal form of a local phase transformation is 
@(x) = ie(x)(p(x) and 6(pt(x) = -i~(x)<^(x), where (p(x) is a complex 
field. Larger sets of local internal symmetry transformations are 
fundamental in the standard model of the weak and strong interac- 
tions. Finally, Einstein's gravity makes essential use of local space- 
time Poincare transformations. This complicated case is not dis- 
cussed here. It is quite remarkable how many types of transforma- 
tions like Eqs. 5 and 6 are basic in the formulation of physical 
theories. 

Let us return to the column vector of three real fields q(x) and 
suppose we have a Lagrangian that is unchanged by Eqs. 5 and 6, 
where we now restrict our attention to internal transformations. (One 
such Lagrangian is Eq. la, where q(x) is now a column vector and 
(^(x) is its transpose.) Not only the Lagrangian, but the Lagrangian 
density, too, is unchanged by an internal symmetry transformation. 



the Standard Model 

Let us consider the infinitesimal transformation (Eq. 6a) and calcu- 
late 5 9  in two different ways. First of all, 5 9  = 0 if 5(p is a symmetry 
identified from the Lagrangian. Moreover, according to the rules of 
partial differentiation, 

Then, using the Euler-Lagrange equations (Eq. 3) for the first term 
and collecting terms, Eq. 7 can be written in an interesting way: 

The next step is to substitute Eq. 6a into Eq. 8. Thus, let us 
define the current J$x) as 

Then Eq. 8 plus the requirement that 8(p is a symmetry imply the 
continuity equation, 

We can gain intuition about Eq. 10 from electrodynamics, since the 
electromagnetic current satisfies a continuity equation. It says that 
charge is neither created nor destroyed locally: the change in the 
charge density, Jo(x), in a small region of space is just equal to the 
current J(x) flowing out of the region. Equation 10 generalizes this 
result of electrodynamics to other kinds of charges, and so Jl(x) is 
called a current. In particle physics with its many continuous sym- 
metries, we must be careful to identify which current we are talking 
about. 

Although the analysis just performed is classical, the results are 
usually correct in the quantum theory derived from a classical 
Lagrangian. In some cases, however, quantum corrections contribute 
a nonzero term to the right-hand side of Eq. 10; these terms are called 
anomalies. For global symmetries these anomalies can improve the 
predictions from Lagrangians that have too much symmetry when 
compared with data because the anomaly wrecks the symmetry (it 
was never there in the quantum theory, even though the classical 
Lagrangian had the symmetry). However, for local symmetries 
anomalies are disastrous. A quantum field theory is locally sym- 
metric only if its currents satisfy the continuity equation, Eq. 10. 
Otherwise local symmetry transformations simply change the theory. 
(Some care is needed to avoid this kind of anomaly in the standard 
model.) We now show that Eq. 10 can imply the existence of a 
conserved quantity called the global charge and defined by 

provided the integral over all space in Eq. 11 is well defined; that is, 

J$(x) must fall off rapidly enough as 1x1 approaches infinity that the 
integral is finite. 

If Qa(t) is indeed a conserved quantity, then its value does not 
change in time, which means that its first time derivative is zero. We 
can compute the time derivative of Qa(t) with the aid of Eq. 10: 

The next to the last step is Gauss's theorem, which changes the 
volume integral of the divergence of a vector field into a surface 
integral. If Ja(x) falls off more rapidly than l/lx12 as 1x1 becomes very 
large, then the surface integral must be zero. It is not a always true 
that Ja(x) falls off so rapidly, but when it does, Qa(t) = Qa is a 
constant in time. One of the most important experimental tests of a 
Lagrangian is whether the conserved quantities it predicts are, in- 
deed, conserved in elementary-particle interactions. 

The Lagrangian for the complex scalar field defined by Eq. 1 has an 
internal global symmetry, so let us practice the above steps and 
identify the conserved current and charge. It is easily verified that the 
global phase transformation 

leaves the Lagrangian density invariant. For example, the first term 
of Eq. 1 by itself is unchanged: dpcptdhp becomes ~ ~ { e - ~ ~ ( p ~ ) a p ( P ~ )  
= dP(p1̂ 11(p, where the last equality follows only if e is constant in 
space-time. (The case of local phase transformations is treated in 
Note 5.) The next step is to write the infinitesimal form of Eq. 13 and 
substitute it into Eq. 9. The conserved current is 

where the sum in Eq. 9 over the fields (p(x) and (f>^(x) is written out 
explicitly. 

If m2 > 0 in Eq. 1, then all the charge can be localized in space and 
time and made to vanish as the distance from the charge goes to 
infinity. The steps in Eq. 12 are then rigorous, and a conserved charge 
exists. The calculation was done here for classical fields, but the same 
results hold for quantum fields: the conservation law implied by Eq. 
12 yields a conserved global charge equal to the number of (p particles 
minus the number of (p antiparticles. This number must remain 
constant in any interaction. (We will see in Note 3 that if m 2  < 0, the 
charge distribution is spread out over all space-time, so the global 
charge is no longer conserved even though the continuity equation 
remains valid.) 

Identifying the transformations of the fields that leave the La- 
grangian invariant not only satisfies our sense of symmetry but also 
leads to important predictions of the theory without solving the 
equations of motion. In Note 4 we will return to the example of three 
real scalar fields to introduce larger global symmetries, such as SU(2), 
that interrelate different fields. 

LOS ALAMOS SCIENCE Summer/Fall1984 



Spontaneous 

Global Symmetry 
It is possible for the vacuum or ground state of a physical system to 
ve less symmetry than the Lagrangian. This possibility is called 
ntaneous symmetry breaking, and it plays an important role in 
standard model. The simplest example is the complex scalar field 

eory of Eq. la with m2 < 0. 
In order to identify the classical fields with particles in the quan- 
m theory, the classical field must approach zero as the number of 
rticles in the corresponding quantum-mechanical state approaches 
ro. Thus the quantum-mechanical vacuum (the state with no 

articles) corresponds to the classical solution <o(x) = 0. This might 
eem automatic, but it is not. Symmetry arguments do not 

cessarily imply that q(x) = 0 is the lowest energy state of the 
em. However, ifwe rewrite q(x) as a function of new fields that do 

nish for the lowest energy state, then the new fields may be directly 
entitled with particles. Although this prescription is simple, its F i g d  The Hamibnian * defined by Eq- 15 has minima at 
stification and analysis of its li extensive use of nonzero values of thefield 0. 
e details of quantum field theory. 
The energy of the complex scalar theory is the sum of kinetic and 1 

Id configuration with lowest energy. A graph of J  ̂as a function of 
is shown in Fig. 1. In this example Jf is at its lowest value when 

th the kinetic and potential energies (V = m 2 q b  % ~ 9 % ) ~ )  are at 

xample, we can set 

particles. Note, however, that (po is not completely specified; it may 
lie at any point on the circle in field space defined by Eq. 16, as shown Fig- 2- The blue curve is the bcation of the minimum of v in 
in Fig. 2. the field space q. 

by the phase transformation. Thus, the vacuum solution is not 
po = (-rnWf2, ( 18) invariant under the phase transformations, so the phase symmetry is 

spontaneously broken. The symmetry of the Lagrangian is not a 
[Tien the Lagrangian is still invariant under the phase transforma- symmetry of the vacuum. (For m2 > 0 in Eq. 1, the vacuum and the 
ions in Ea. 13. but the choice of the vacuum field solution is changed Lagrangian both have the phase symmetry.) 



and the Standard Model 

Fig. 3. A graphic representation of the last four terms of Eq. 
20, the interaction terms. Solid lines denote the p field and 
dotted lines the afield. The interaction of three p(x) fields at 
a single point is shown as three solid lines emanating from a 
single point. In perturbation theory this so-called vertex 
represents the lowest order quantum-mechanical amplitude 
for one particle to turn into two. All possible configurations 
of these vertices represent the quantum-mechanical 
amplitudes defined by the theory. 

We now rewrite the Lagrangian in terms of the particle fields p(x) 
and n(x) by substituting Eq. 17 into Eq. 1. The Lagrangian becomes 

To estimate the masses associated with the particle fields p(x) and 
n(x), we substitute Eq. 18 for the constant (po and expand 9' in powers 
of the fields n(x) and p(x), obtaining 

1 1 + - pap7tap7C + -2 p2ap7ta,,7t . 
(PO 2 (Po 

This Lagrangian has the following features. 

0 The fields p(x) and ~ ( x )  have standard kinetic energy terms. 

0 Since m2 < 0, the term m2p2 can be interpreted as the mass term for 
the p(x) field. The p(x) field thus describes a particle with mass- 
squared equal to \m\ not - \m2\. 

0 The n(x) field has no mass term. (This is obvious from Fig. 2, 
which shows that -27(p,n) has no curvature (that is, d2^e/d7t2 = 0) in 
the ~ ( x )  direction.) Thus, n(x) corresponds to a massless particle. 
This result is unchanged when all the quantum effects are in- 
cluded. 

0 The phase symmetry is hidden in -S? when it is written in terms of 
p(x) and n(x). Nevertheless, -27 has phase symmetry, as is proved 
by working backward from Eq. 20 to Eq. 16 to recover Eq. la. 

0 In theories without gravity, the constant term V m4/k can be 
ignored, since a constant overall energy level is not measurable. 
The situation is much more complicated for gravitational theories, 
where terms of this type contribute to the vacuum energy-momen- 
turn tensor and, by Einstein's equations, modify the geometry of 
space-time. 

0 The p field interacts with the JI field only through derivatives of JI. 
The interaction terms in Eq. 20 may be pictured as in Fig. 3. 

Although this model might appear to be an idle curiosity, it is an 
example of a very general result known as Goldstone's theorem. This 
theorem states that in any field theory there is a zero-mass spinless 
particle for each independent global continuous symmetry of the 
Lagrangian that is spontaneously broken. The zero-mass particle is 
called a Goldstone boson. (This general result does not apply to local 
symmetries, as we shall see.) 

There has been one very important physical application of spon- 
taneously broken global symmetries in particle physics, namely, 
theories of pion dynamics. The pion has a surprisingly small mass 
compared to a nucleon, so it might be understood as a zero-mass 
particle resulting from spontaneous symmetry breaking of a global 
symmetry. Since the pion mass is not exactly zero, there must also be 
some small but explicit terms in the Lagrangian that violate the 
global symmetry. The feature of pion dynamics that justifies this 
procedure is that the interactions of pions with nucleons and other 
pions are similar to the interactions (see Fig. 3) of the n(x) field with 
the p(x) field and with itself in the Lagrangian of Eq. 20. Since the 
pion has three (electric) charge states, it must be associated with a 
larger global symmetry than the phase symmetry, one where three 
independent symmetries are spontaneously broken. The usual choice 
of symmetry is global SU(2) X SU(2) spontaneously broken to the 
SU(2) of the strong-interaction isospin symmetry (see Note 4 for a 
discussion of SU(2)). This description accounts reasonably well for 
low-energy pion physics. 

Perhaps we should note that only spinless fields can acquire a 
vacuum value. Fields carrying spin are not invariant under Lorentz 
transformations, so if they acquire a vacuum value, Lorentz in- 
variance will be spontaneously broken, in disagreement with experi- 
ment. Spinless particles trigger the spontaneous symmetry breaking 
in the standard model. 
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Lagrangians with 
, Larger Global 
Symmetries 

In a theory with a single complex scalar field the phase transforma- 
tion in Eq. 13 defines the "largest" possible internal symmetry since 
the only possible symmetries must relate q(x) to itself. Here we will 
discuss global symmetries that interrelate different fields and group 
them together into "symmetry multiplets." Strong isospin, an ap- 
proximate symmetry of the observed strongly interacting particles, is 
an example. It groups the neutron and the proton into an isospin 
doublet, reflecting the fact that the neutron and proton have nearly 
the same mass and share many similarities in the way that they 
interact with other particles. Similar comments hold for the three 
pion states (d, no, and n), which form an isospin triplet. 

We will derive the structure ofstrong isospin symmetry by exarnin- 
ing the invariance of a specific Lagrangian for the three real scalar 
fields (pi(x) already described in Note 2. (Although these fields could 
describe the pions, the Lagrangian will be chosen for simplicity, not 
for its capability to describe pion interactions.) 

We are about to discover a symmetry by deriving it from a 
Lagrangian; however, in particle physics the symmetries are often 
discovered from phenomenology. Moreover, since there can be many 
Lagrangians with the same symmetry, the predictions following from 
the symmetry are viewed as more general than the predictions of a 
specific Lagrangian with the symmetry. Consequently, it becomes 
important to abstract from specific Lagrangians the general features 
of a symmetry; see the comments later in this note. 

A general linear transformation law for the three real fields can be 
written 

where the sum on j runs from 1 to 3. One reason for choosing this 
form of U(E) is that it explicitly approaches the identity as e ap- 

proaches zero. 
To identify the generators Ta with matrix elements (T&, we use a 

specific Lagrangian, 

Let us place primes on the fields in Eq. 22 and substitute Eq. 21 into 
it. Then 9 written in terms of the new q(x) is exactly the same as Eq. 
22 if 

where 8,t are the matrix elements of the 3-by-3 identity matrix. (In 
the notation of Eq. 5a, Eq. 23 is U(e)UT(&) = I.) Equation 23 can be 
expanded in cÃ£ and the linear term then requires that Ta be an 
antisymmetric matrix. Moreover, exp (ieaTa) must be a real matrix so 
that q(x) remains real after the transformation. This implies that all 
elements of the Ta are imaginary. These constraints are solved by the 
three imaginary antisymmetric 3-by-3 matrices with elements 

where 8123 = +1 and gabe is antisymmetric under the interchange of 
any two indices (for example, Â£32 = -1). (It is a coincidence in this 
example that the number of fields is equal to the number of inde- 
pendent symmetry generators. Also, the parameter Ea with one index 
should not be confused with the tensor gabc with three indices.) 

The conditions on U(e) imply that it is an orthogonal matrix; 3- 
by-3 orthogonal matrices can also describe rotations in three spatial 
dimensions. Thus, the three components of q j  transform in the same 
way under isospin rotation as a spatial vector x transforms under a 
rotation. Since the rotational symmetry is SU(2), so is the isospin 
symmetry. (Thus Lbisospin" is like spin.) The Ta matrices satisfy the 
SU(2) commutation relations 
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Although the explicit matrices of Eq. 24 satisfy this relation, the Ta 
can be generalized to be quantum-mechanical operators. In the 
example of Eqs. 21 and 22, the isospin multiplet has three fields. 
Drawing on angular momentum theory, we can learn other 
possibilities for isospin multiplets. Spin-J multiplets (or representa- 
tions) have 2J + 1 components, where J can be any nonnegative 
integer or half integer. Thus, multiplets with isospin of 9'2 have two 
fields (for example, neutron and proton) and isospin-3/2 multiplets 
have four fields (for example, the A*, A+, A', and A baryons of mass - 1232 G~v/c-). 

The basic structure of all continuous symmetries of the standard 
model is completely analogous to the example just developed. In fact, 
part of the weak symmetry is called weak isospin, since it also has the 
same mathematical structure as strong isospin and angular momen- 
tum. Since there are many different applications to particle theory of 
given symmetries, it is often useful to know about symmetries and 
their multiplets. This mathematical endeavor is called group theory, 
and the results of group theory are often helpful in recognizing 
patterns in experimental data. 

Continuous symmetries are defined by the algebraic properties of 
their generators. Group transformations can always be written in the 
form of Eq. 21. Thus, if Qa (a = 1, . . . , N) are the generators of a 
symmetry, then they satisfy commutation relations analogous to Eq. 
25: 

multiple! of the symmetry. 
The general problem of finding all the ways of constructing equa- 

tions like Eq. 25 and Eq. 26 is the central problem of Lie-group 
theory. First, one must find all sets offabc. This is the problem of 
finding all the Lie algebras and was solved many years ago. The 
second problem is, given the Lie algebra, to find all the matrices that 
represent the generators. This is the problem of finding all the 
representations (or multiplets) of a Lie algebra and is also solved in 
general, at least when the range of values of each Ea is finite. Lie group 
theory thus offers an orderly approach to the classification of a huge 
number of theories. 

Once a symmetry of the Lagrangian is identified, then sets of n 
fields are assigned to n-dimensional representations of the symmetry 
group, and the currents and charges are analyzed just as in Note 2. 
For instance, in our example with three real scalar fields and the 
Lagrangian of Eq. 22, the currents are 

Ji(x)  = ~ ~ u ( a ~ q i ) q ~  

and, if m2 > 0, the global symmetry charge is 

where the quantum-mechanical charges Qa satisfy the commutation 
relations 

where the constants/abc are called the structure constants of the Lie 
algebra. The structure constants are determined by the multiplication 
rules for the symmetry operations, U(ei)U(e2) = U(ss), where 83 

depends on and Â£2 Equation 26 is a basic relation in defining a Lie 
algebra, and Eq. 21 is an example of a Lie group operation. The Qa, 
which generate the symmetry, are determined by the "group" struc- 
ture. The focus on the generators often simplifies the study of Lie 
groups. The generators Qa are quantum-mechanical operators. The 
(Ta)y of Eqs. 24 and 25 are matrix elements of Qa for some symmetry 

(The derivation of Eq. 29 from Eq. 28 requires the canonical com- 
mutation relations of the quantum (p,<x) fields.) 

The three-parameter group SU(2) has just been presented in some 
detail. Another group of great importance to the standard model is 
SU(3). which is the group of 3-by-3 unitary matrices with unit 
determinant. The inverse of a unitary matrix U is U^, so U^U= I. 
There are eight parameters and eight generators that satisfy Eq. 26 
with the structure constants of SU(3). The low-dimensional represen- 
tations of SU(3) have 1, 3, 6, 8, 10, . . . fields, and the different 
representations are referred to as 1,3,3,6,6,8,10,10, and so on. 



- Local Phase 
1 lnvariance and 
Electrodynamics 

The theories that make up the standard model are all based on the 
principle of local symmetry. The simplest example of a local sym- 
metry is the extension of the global phase invariance discussed at the 
end of Note 2 to local phase invariance. As we will derive below, the 
requirement that a theory be invariant under local phase transforma- 
tions implies the existence of a gauge field in the theory that mediates 
or carries the "force" between the matter fields. For electrodynamics 
the gauge field is the electromagnetic vector potential &(x) and its 
quantum particle is the massless photon. In addition, in the standard 
model the gauge fields mediating the strong interactions between the 
quarks are the massless glum fields and the gauge fields mediating 
the weak interactions are the fields for the massive ZO and W^ weak 
bosons. 

To illustrate these principles we extend the global phase invariance 
of the Lagrangian of Eq. 1 to a theory that has local phase invariance. 
Thus, we require 9 to have the same form for ~ ' (x )  and (p(x), where 
the local phase transformation is defined by 

The potential energy, 

î (p,̂ ) = m V v  + V M  9 

already has this symmetry, but the kinetic energy, ii@cpi13~cp, clearly 

does not, since 

!Â does not have local phase invariance if the Lagrangian of the 
transformed fields depends on e(x) or its derivatives. The way to 
eliminate the d u ~  dependence is to add a new field Ap(x) called the 
gauge field and then require the local symmetry transformation law 
for this new field to cancel the ape term in Eq. 32. The gauge field can 
be added by generalizing the derivative an to Dp, where 

This is just the minimal-coupling procedure of electrodynamics. We 
can then make a kinetic energy term of the form ( ~ h p ) + ( D ~ ~ )  if we 
require that 

When written out with Eq. 33, Eq. 34 becomes an equation for Axx) 
in terms ofAu(x), which is easily solved to give 

Equation 35 prescribes how the gauge field transforms under the local 
phase symmetry. 

Thus the first step to modifying Eq. 1 to be a theory with local 
phase invariance is simply to replace an by DÃ in 3'. (A slightly 
generalized form of this trick is used in the construction of all the 
theories in the standard model.) With this procedure the dominant 
interaction of the gauge field 4P(x) with the matter field (p is in the 
form of a current times the gauge field, #Au, where Jp is the current 
defined in Eq. 14. 

Spontaneous of the calculation is replacing dpqbPq by (fl'W(~,,(p). However, 
instead of simply substituting Eq. 17 for (p and computing 

I (~hp)yD~(p) directly, it is convenient to make a local phase trans- 

J Breaking of Local formation first: 
1 -- ' Phase Invar iance V~(X) = z[p(xl + Voj exp~jv~x)/qo~ , 

where tp(x) = [p(x) + (po]/V2. (The local phase invariance permits us 
We now show that spontaneous breaking of local symmetry im- to remove the phase of ~ ( x )  at every space-time point.) We 

plies that the associated vector boson has a mass, in spite of the fact emphasize the difference between Eqs. 17 and 4 1 : Eq. 17 defines the 
that A^Ap by itself is not locally phase invariant. Much of the p(x) and v(x) fields; Eq. 41 is a local phase transformation of (p(x) by 
calculation in Note 3 can be translated to the Lagrangian of Eq. 38. In angle n(x). Don't be fooled by the formal similarity of the two 
fact, the calculation is identical from EQ. 16 to Eq. 18, so the first new equations. Thus, we may write Eq. 38 in terms of ~ ( x )  = [ ~ ( x )  + 
step is to substitute Eq. 17 into Eq. 38. The only significantly new part and obtain 
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This leaves a problem. If we simply replace a,,(p by Dp(p in the the key to understanding the electroweak theory. 
Lagrangian and then derive the equations of motion for Ap, we find We now rediscover the Lagrangian of electrodynamics for the 
that A,, is proportional to the current J,,. The Ap field equation has no interaction of electrons and photons following the same procedure 
space-time derivatives and therefore AJx) does not propagate. If we that we used for the complex scalar field. We begin with the kinetic 
want ,dp to correspond to the electromagnetic field potential, we must energy term for a Dirac field of the electron \I/, replace a,, by D,, 
add a kinetic energy term for it to 9. defined in Eq. 33, and then add - '/4FPFw, where F P  is defined in 

The problem then is to find a locally phase invariant kinetic energy Eq. 36. The Lagrangian for a free Dirac field is 
term for A&). Note that the combination of covariant derivatives 
DpDv - DvD,,, when acting on any function, contains no derivatives yo,rac = c(iYv,, - m ) ~  , 
of the function. We define the electromagnetic field tensor of elec- 

(39) 

trodynamics as 
where yp are the four Dirac y matrices and \y = w'yo. Straightening out 
the definition of the yp matrices and the components of y~ is the 
problem of describing a spin-9'2 particle in a theory with Lorentz 
invariance. We leave the details of the Dirac theory to textbooks, but 

It contains derivatives of A,,. Its transformation law under the local note that we will use some of these details when we finally write down 
symmetry is the interactions of the quarks and leptons. The interaction of the 

electron field \y with the electromagnetic field follows by replacing a,, 
FLv = FPv . (37) by Dp. The electrodynamic Lagrangian is 

1 Thus, it is completely trivial to write down a term that is quadratic in <y - - pvF + - 
the derivatives of Ap, which would be an appropriate kinetic energy 4 pv v ( '~ 'Dp-~n)v ,  

term. A fully phase invariant generalization of Eq. 1 a is 

where the interaction term in i^ypD# has the form 

We should emphasize that 2' has no mass term for A&). Thus, when 
the fields correspond directly to the particles in Eq. 38, the vector where Jbm= q y , , ~  is the electromagnetic current of the electron. 
particles described by A#) are massless. In fact, A% is not in- What is amazing about the standard model is that all the electroweak 
variant under the gauge transformation in Eq. 35, so it is not obvious and strong interactions between fermions and vector bosons are 
how the A,, field can acquire a mass if the theory does have local similar in form to Eq. 40b, and much phenomenology can be 
phase invariance. In Note 6 we will show how the gauge field understood in terms of such interaction terms as long as we can 
becomes massive through spontaneous symmetry breaking. This is approximate the quantum fields with the classical solutions. 

(At the expense of a little algebra, the calculation can be done the 
other way. First substitute Eq. 17 for (p in Eq. 38. One then finds an 
A Q p  term in 2' that can be removed using the local phase trans- 
formation A; = A,, - [l/(e(po)]d,,n, p' = p, and n' = 0. Equation 42 
then follows, although this method requires some effort. Thus, a 
reason for doing the calculation in the order of Eq. 41 is that the 
algebra gets messy rather quickly if the local symmetry is not used 
early in the calculation of the electroweak case. However, in principle 
it makes little difference.) 

The Lagrangian in Eq. 42 is an amazing result: the n. field has 

vanished from 9 altogether (according to Eq. 41, it was simply a 
gauge artifact), and there is a term l/2e2q$ APA,, in 9, which is a mass 
term for the vector particle. Thus, the massless particle of the global 
case has become the longitudinal mode of a massive vector particle, 
and there is only one scalar particle p left in the theory. In somewhat 
more picturesque language the vector boson has eaten the Goldstone 
boson and become heavy from the feast. However, the existence of 
the vector boson mass terms should not be understood in isolation: 
the phase invariance of Eq. 42 determines the form of the interaction 
of the massive An field with the p field. 

This calculation makes it clear that it can be tricky to derive the 
spectrum of a theory with local symmetry and spontaneous sym- 
metry breaking. Theoretical physicists have taken great care to 
confirm that this interpretation is correct and that it generalizes to the 
full quantum field theory. 
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The SU(2) X U(1) 
Electroweak 

7 Model 
The main emphasis in these Notes has been on developing just 

those aspects of Lagrangian field theory that are needed for the 
standard model. We have now come to the crucial step: finding a 
Lagrangian that describes the electroweak interactions. It is rather 
difficult to be systematic. The historical approach would be com- 
plicated by the rather late discovery of the weak neutral currents, and 
a purely phenomenological development is not yet totally logical 
because there are important aspects of the standard model that have 
not yet been tested experimentally. (The most important of these are 
the details of the spontaneous symmetry breaking.) Although we will 
write down the answer without excessive explanation, the reader 
should not forget the critical role that experimental data played in the 
development of the theory. 

The first problem is to identify the local symmetry group. Before 
the standard model was proposed over twenty years ago, the elec- 
tromagnetic and charge-changing weak interactions were known. The 
smallest continuous group that can describe these is SU(2), which has 
a doublet representation. If the weak interactions can change elec- 
trons to electron neutrinos, which are electrically neutral, it is not 
possible to incorporate electrodynamics in SU(2) alone unless a 
heavy positively charged electron is added to the electron and its 
neutrino to make a triplet, because the sum of charges in an SU(2) 
multiplet is zero. Various schemes of this sort have been tried but do 
not agree with experiment. The only way to leave the electron and 
electron neutrino in a doublet and include electrodynamics is to add 
an extra U(1) interaction to the theory. The hypothesis of the extra 
U(1) factor was challenged many times until the discovery of the 
weak neutral current. That discovery established that the local sym- 
metry of the electroweak theory had to be at least as large as SU(2) X 

U( 1). 
Let us now interpret the physical meaning of the four generators of 

SU(2) X U(1). The three generators of the SU(2) group are I+, IT,, 
and I ,  and the generator of the U(1) group is called Y, the weak 
hypercharge. (The weak SU(2) and U(l)  groups are distinguished 
from other SU(2) and U(l)  groups by the label "W.") I +  and I are 
associated with the weak charge-changing currents (the general def- 
inition of a current is described in Note 2), and the charge-changing 
currents couple to the W^ and W charged weak vector bosons in 
analogy to Eq. 40b. Both A and Yare related to the electromagnetic 
current and the weak neutral current. In order to assign the electron 
and its neutrino to an SU(2) doublet, the electric charge Qem is 
defined by 

so the sum of electric charges in an n-dimensional multiplet is n Y/2. 
The charge of the weak neutral current is a different combination of 
I3 and Y, as will be described below. 

The Lagrangian includes many pieces. The kinetic energies of the 
vector bosons are described by -Sfy4, in analogy to the first term in 
Eq. 38. The three weak bosons have masses acquired through spon- 
taneous symmetry breaking, so we need to add a scalar piece Pscalar to 
the Lagrangian in order to describe the observed symmetry breaking 
(also see Eq. 38). The fermion kinetic energy -Sffermion includes the 
fermion-boson interactions, analogous to the electromagnetic inter- 
actions derived in Eqs. 39 and 40. Finally, we can add terms that 
couple the scalars with the fermions in a term -Sfyukawa- One physical 
significance of the Yukawa terms is that they provide for masses of 
the quarks and charged leptons. 

The standard model is then a theory with a very long Lagrangian 
with many fields. The electroweak Lagrangian has the terms 

(The reader may find this construction to be ad hoc and ugly. If so, 
the motivation will be clear for searching for a more unified theory 
from which this Lagrangian can be derived. However, it is important 
to remember that, at present, the standard model is the pinnacle of 
success in theoretical physics and describes a broader range of natural 
phenomena than any theory ever has.) 

The Yang-Mills kinetic energy term has the form given by Eq. 52 
for the SU(2) bosons, plus a term for the U(1) field tensor similar to 
electrodynamics (Eqs. 36 and 38). 

where the U(l) field tensor is 

and the SU(2) Yang-Mills field tensor is 

where the cabc are the structure constants for SU(2) defined in Eq. 24 
and the W: are the Yang-Mills fields. 



continued 
SU(2) X U(1) has two factors, and there is an independent coupling 

constant for each factor. The coupling for the SU(2) factor is called g, 
and it has become conventional to call the U(l) coupling g/2.  The 
two couplings can be written in several ways. The U(1) of elec- 
trodynamics is generated by a linear combination of I3 and Y, and the 
coupling is, as usual, denoted by e, The other coupling can then be 
parameterized by an angle Ow. The relations among g, g ,  e, and Ow 
are 

e = gg'/ ̂ s'+s'1 and tan - g'/g. 

These definitions will be motivated shortly. In the electroweak theory 
both couplings must be evaluated experimentally and cannot be 
calculated in the standard model. 

The scalar Lagrangian requires a choice of representation for the 
scalar fields. The choice requires that the field with a nonzero 
vacuum value is electrically neutral, so the photon remains massless, 
but it must carry nonzero values of I3 and Y so that the weak neutral 
boson (the q) acquires a mass from spontaneous symmetry break- 
ing. The simplest assignment is 

assignment that the q doublet has Y = 1.  After the spontaneous 
symmetry breaking, three of the four scalar degrees of freedom are 
"eaten" by the weak bosons. Thus just one scalar escapes the feast 
and should be observable as an independent neutral particle, called 
the Higgs particle. It has not (?) yet been observed experimentally, 
and it is perhaps the most important particle in the standard model 
that does not yet have a firm phenomenological basis. (The mini- 
mum number of scalar fields in the standard model is four. Ex- 
perimental data could eventually require more.) 

We now carry out the calculation for the spontaneous symmetry 
breaking of SU(2) X U(1) down to the U(l) of electrodynamics. Just 
as in the example worked out in Note 6, spontaneous symmetry 
breaking occurs when m2 < 0 in Eq. 62. In contrast to the simpler 
case, it is rather important to set up the problem in a clever way to 
avoid an inordinate amount of computation. As in Eq. 41, we write 
the four degrees of freedom in the complex scalar doublet so that it 
looks like a local symmetry transformation times a simple form of the 
field: 

We can then write the scalar fields in a new gauge where the phases of 
~ ( x )  are removed: 

where we have used the freedom of making local symmetry trans- 
where (p+ has I3 = 9'2 and Y = I,  and qo has I3 = -Y2 and Y = 1. Since formations to write (p'(x) in a very simple form. This choice, called 
(p does not have Y = -1 fields, it is necessary to make (p a complex the unitary gauge, will make it easy to write out Eq. 63 in explicit 
doublet, so (q4')1^= -9- has I3 = -I/? and Y= -1, and ((pÂ¡) has I3 = '/2 matrix form. Let us drop all primes on the fields in the unitary gauge 
and Y = -1. Then we can write down the Lagrangian of the scalar and redefine W t  by the equation 
fields as 

where 
where the definition of the Pauli matrices is used in the first step, and 
the W* fields are defined in the second step with a numerical factor 

g ' g 
D / ~ = d ~ < p -  iTB,q- i y ,  Wtq (63) that guarantees the correct normalization of the kinetic energy of the 

charged weak vector bosom. 
Next, we write out the Dn(p in explicit matrix form, using Eqs. 63, 

is the covariant derivative. The 2-by-2 matrices Ta are the Pauli 65, and 66: 
matrices. The factor of V2 is required because the doublet represen- 
tation of the SU(2) generators is ~, /2 .  The factor of Y2 in the Bp term D~, ,  2 -i\/2gw;(P +  PO)/^ 
is due to the convention that the U(1) coupling is gf/2 and the a@ - i(gflp - ?W;XP + <po)/2 

(67) 



Finally, we substitute Eqs. 65 and 67 into Eq. 63 and obtain Our purpose here will be to write out Eq. 72 explicitly for the 
assignments. 

Consider the electron and its neutrino. (The quark and remaining 
lepton contributions can be worked out in a similar fashion.) The left- 
handed components are assigned to a doublet and the right-handed 
components are singlets. (Since a neutral singlet has no weak charge, 
the right-handed component of the neutrino is invisible to weak, 
electromagnetic, or strong interactions. Thus, we can neglect it here, 

(68) whether or not it actually exists.) We adopt the notation 

where p is the, as yet (?), unobserved Higgs field. 
It is clear from Eq. 68 that the W fields will acquire a mass equal to 

rno/2 from the term quadratic in the W fields, (&?/~)V~MW;'.  where L and R denote left- and right-handed. Then the explicit 
The combination f B 1  - ?w; will also have a mass- Thus, we statement of Eq. 72 requires constructing Dp for the left- and right- 
"rotate" the Bp and W; fields to the fields Z: for the weak neutral handed leptons. 
boson and Ap for the photon so that the photon is massless. 

where 

cos Ow = g/dS'+S'l and sin Ow = g/Vy!+ /̂2 ( )  The weak hypercharge of the right-handed electron is -2 so the 
coefficient of Bp in the first term of Eq. 74 is (3'12) X (-2) = g. We 

Upon substituting Eqs. 69 and 70 into Eq. 68, we find that the $ leave it to the reader to check the rest of Eq. 74. The absence of a mass 
mass is !4 an m 2 ,  so the ratio of the Wand Z masses is term is not an error. Mass terms are of the form \yw = GLvR + GRvL. 

Since y~ is a doublet and VR is a singlet, an electron mass term must 

(7 1) violate the SU(2) X U(1) symmetry. We will see later that the electron 
mass will reappear as a result of modification of cSfyukawa due to 
spontaneous symmetry breaking. 

Values for Mw and My have recently been measured at the CERN 
The next task is exciting, because it will reveal how the vector proton-antiproton collider: Mw = (80.8 k 2.7) GeV/c2 and Mz = 

(92.9 k 1.6) GeV/c2. The ratio Mw/Mz calculated with these values bosons interact with the leptons. The calculation begins with Eq. 74 

agrees well with that given by Eq. 71. (The angle Ow is usually and requires the substitution of explicit matrices for ta Wt,  VR, and 
VI/L. We use the definitions in Eqs. 66, 69, and 73. The expressions 

expressed as sin2ew and is measured in neutrino-scattering experi- 
ments to be sin20w = 0.224 k 0.015.) The photon field As does not become quite long, but the calculation is very straightforward. After 

simplifying some expressions, we find that SlePton for the electron 
appear in cSfscalar, so it does not become massive from spontaneous 
symmetry breaking. Note, also, that the f f (x )  fields appear nowhere 

lepton and its neutrino is 

in the Lagrangian; they have been eaten by three weak vector bosons, am _ + i < p d P h  - + e ~ p  
which have become massive from the feast. 

The next term in Eq. 56 is gfermion. Its form is analogous to Eqs. 39 
and 40 for electrodynamics: 

- * [ t a n 2 e a k w  + K'ype~) - &->*'ft.]~, 

The physical problem is to assign the left- and right-handed fennions 
2 W + P 2  

to multiplets of SU(2); the assignments rely heavily on experimental 1 
data and are listed in "Particle Physics and the Standard Model." 

- vF+p VLyi-vLzp . 



continued 
The first two terms are the kinetic energies of the electron and the 
neutrino. (Note that e = e~ + eR.) The third term is the elec- 
tromagnetic interaction (cf. Eq. 40) with electrons of charge -e, 
where e is defined in Eq. 60. The coupling ofA,, to the electron current 
does not distinguish left from right, so electrodynamics does not 
violate parity. The fourth term is the interaction of the W' bosons 
with the weak charged current of the neutrinos and electrons. Note 
that these bosons are blind to right-handed electrons. This is the 
reason for maximal parity violation in beta decay. The final terms 
predict how the weak neutral current of the electron and that of the 
neutrino couple to the neutral weak vector boson zO. 

If the left- and right-handed electron spinors are written out 
explicitly, with e = Vi(1 - y5)c, the interaction of the weak neutral 
current of the electron with the zo is proportional to $'[(I - 

4sin2ew) - ys]eZp. This prediction provided a crucial test of the 
standard model. Recall from Eq. 71 that sin2ew is very nearly '14, so 
that the weak neutral current of the electron is very nearly a purely 
axial current, that is, a current of the form $ y 5 e .  This crucial 
prediction was tested in deep inelastic scattering of polarized elec- 
trons and in atomic parity-violation experiments. The results of these 
experiments went a long way toward establishing the standard model. 
The tests also ruled out models quite similar to the standard model. 
We could discuss many more tests and predictions of the model 
based on the form of the weak currents, but this would greatly 
lengthen our discussion. The electroweak currents of the quarks will 
be described in the next section. 

We now discuss the last term in Eq. 56, YYukawa. In a locally 
symmetric theory with scalars, spinors, and vectors, the interactions 
between vectors and scalars, vector and spinors, and vectors and 
vectors are determined from the local invariance by replacing 9,, by 
Du. In  contrast, -S^Yukawa, which is the interaction between the scalars 
and spinors, has the same form for both local and global symmetries: 

This form for -Sfyukawa is rather schematic; to make it explicit we must 

specify the multiplets and then arrange the component fields so that 
the form of YYukawa does not change under a local symmetry trans- 
formation. 

Let us write Eq. 76 explicitly for the part of the standard model we 
have examined so far: (P is a complex doublet of scalar fields that has 
the form in the unitary gauge given by Eq. 65. The fermions include 
the electron and its neutrino. If the neutrino has no right-handed 
component, then it is not possible to insert it into Eq. 76. Since the 
neutrino has no mass term in -S^iepion, the neutrino remains massless 
in this theory. (If VR is included, then the neutrino mass is a free 
parameter.) The Yukawa terms for the electron are 

where we have used the fact that e\e\ = & = 0, and e = e~ + e~ is 
the electron Dirac spinor. Note that Eq. 77 includes an electron mass 
term, 

so the electron mass is proportional to the vacuum value of the scalar 
field. The Yukawa coupling is a free parameter, but we can use the 
measured electron mass to evaluate it. Recall that 

,?(Po e<Do 
M i . =  - = - = 81 G e V ,  

2 2 sin Ow 

where 8 /4x  = 11137. This implies that (PO = 25 1 GeV. Since me = 

0.0005 1 1 GeV, Gy = 2.8 X for the electron. There are more than 
five Yukawa couplings, including those for the p and T leptons and 
the three quark doublets as well as terms that mix different quarks of 
the same electric charge. The standard model in no way determines 
the values of these Yukawa coupling constants. Thus, the study of 
fermion masses may turn out to have important hints on how to 
extend the standard model. 
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Quarks 

the assumption oHocal synuaetry Wt to a who% form 
is highly itisirfeted. As far as we know, only the quark and glum fields 
are a%cessacy to describe the strong interacTions, and so the most 
gsneral Lagiangian is 



continued 
mass matrix is then diagonal and each quark has a definite mass, 
which is an eigenvalue of the mass matrix. We will reappraise this 
situation below when we describe the weak currents of the quarks. 

After successfully extracting detailed predictions of the electro- 
weak theory from its complicated-looking Lagrangian, we might be 
expected to perform a similar feat for the sSfwD of Eq. 79 without too 
much difficulty. This is not possible. Analysis of the electroweak 
theory was so simple because the couplings g and g' are always small, 
regardless of the energy scale at which they are measured, so that a 
classical analysis is a good first approximation to the theory. The 
quantum corrections to the results in Note 8 are, for most processes, 
only a few percent. 

In QCD processes that probe the short-distance structure of 
hadrons, the quarks inside the hadrons interact weakly, and here the 
classical analysis is again a good first approximation because the 
coupling gc is small. However, for Yang-Mills theories in general, the 
renormalization group equations of quantum field theory require 
that gs increases as the momentum transfer decreases until the 
momentum transfer equals the masses of the vector bosons. Lacking 
spontaneous symmetry breaking to give the gluons mass, QCD 
contains no mechanism to stop the growth of gs, and the quantum 
effects become more and more dominant at larger and larger dis- 
tances. Thus, analysis of the long-distance behavior of QCD, which 
includes deriving the hadron spectrum, requires solving the full 
quantum theory implied by Eq. 79. This analysis is proving to be very 
difficult. 

Even without the solution of PQCD, we can, however, draw some 
conclusions. The quark fields q r i  in Eq. 79 must be determined by 
experiment. The Eightfold Way has already provided three of the 
quarks, and phenomenological analyses determine their masses (as 
they appear in the QCD Lagrangian). The mass of the u quark is 
nearly zero (a few ~ e V / c ~ ) ,  the d quark is a few M~V/C* heavier than 
the u, and the mass of the s quark is around 300 M ~ v / c ~ .  If these 
results are substituted into Eq. 79, we can derive a beautiful result 
from the QCD Lagrangian. In the limit that the quark mass dif- 
ferences can be ignored, Eq. 79 has a global SU(3) symmetry that is 
identical to the Eightfold-Way SU(3) symmetry, Moreover, in the 
limit that the u, d, and s masses can be ignored, the left-handed u, d, 

and s quarks can be transformed by one SU(3) and the right-handed 
u, d, and s quarks by an independent SU(3). Then QCD has the 
"chiral" SU(3) X SU(3) symmetry that is the basis of current algebra. 
The sums of the corresponding SU(3) generators of chiral SU(3) X 
SU(3) generate the Eightfold-Way SU(3). Thus, the QCD Lagrangian 
incorporates in a very simple manner the symmetry results of 
hadronic physics of the 1960s. The more recently discovered c 
(charmed), b (bottom), and t (top) quarks are easily added to  the QCD 
Lagrangian. Their masses are so large and so different from one 
another that the SU(3) and SU(3) X SU(3) symmetries of the Eight- 
fold-Way and current algebra cannot be extended to larger sym- 
metries. (The predictions of, say, SU(4) and chiral SU(4) X SU(4) do 
not agree well with experiment.) 

It is important to note that the quark masses are undetermined 
parameters in the QCD Lagrangian and therefore must be derived 
from some more complete theory or indicated phenomenologically. 
The Yukawa couplings in the electroweak Lagrangian are also free 
parameters. Thus, we are forced to conclude that the standard model 
alone provides no constraints on the quark masses, so they must be 
obtained from experimental data. 

The mass term in the QCD Lagrangian (Eq. 79) has led to new 
insights about the neutron-proton mass difference. Recall that the 
quark content of a neutron is udd and that of a proton is uud. If the u 
and d quarks had the same mass, then we would expect the proton to 
be more massive than the neutron because of the electromagnetic 
energy stored in the uu system. (Many researchers have confirmed 
this result.) Since the masses of the u and d quarks are arbitrary in 
both the QCD and the electroweak Lagrangians, they can be adjusted 
phenomenologically to account for the fact that the neutron mass is 
1.293 M ~ V / C ~  greater than the proton mass. This experimental 
constraint is satisfied if the mass of the d quark is about 3 M ~ V / C ~  
greater than that of the u quark. In a way, this is unfortunate, because 
we must conclude that the famous puzzle of the n-p mass difference 
will not be solved until the standard model is extended enough to 
provide a theory of the quark masses. 

Weak Currents. We turn now to a discussion of the weak currents of 
the quarks, which are determined in the same way as the weak 
currents of the leptons in Note 8. Let us begin with just the u and d 
quarks. Their electroweak assignments are as follows: the left-handed 
components u\. and dl form an SU(2) doublet with Y = '/3, and the 
right-handed components UR and dp are SU(2) singlets with Y = 4/3 



and 4, respectively (recall Eq. 55). 
The steps followed in going from Eq. 73 to Eq. 75 will yield the 

electroweak Lagrangian of quarks. The contribution to the Lagran- 
gian due to interaction of the weak neutral current ̂ (nc) of the u and d 
quarks with 2' is 

<y(nc) ,= 
e 
- -  

sin cos Ow Ĵ  Z ^ ,  

where 

The reader will enjoy deriving this result and also deriving the 
contribution of the weak charged current of the quarks to the 
electroweak Lagrangian. Equation 83 will be modified slight1 y when 
we include the other quarks. 

So far we have emphasized in Notes 8 and 9 the construction of the 
QCD and electroweak Lagrangians for just one lepton-quark 
"family" consisting of the electron and its neutrino together with the 
u and d quarks. Two other lepton-quark families are established 
experimentally: the muon and its neutrino along with the c and s 
quarksand the T lepton and its neutrino along with the t and b quarks. 
Just like (vJL and e ~ ,  (v,JL and p~ and (vT)= and TL form weak-SU(2) 
doublets; a, pp and TR are each SU(2) singlets with a weak hyper- 
charge of -2. Similarly, the weak quantum numbers of c and s and of 
t and b echo those of u and d: CL and SL form a weak-SU(2) doublet as 
do t~ and bL. Like MR and dp,  the right-handed quarks CR, sv, tR, and 
bR are all weak-SU(2) singlets. 

This triplication of families cannot be explained by the standard 
model, although it may eventually turn out to be a critical fact in the 
development of theories of the standard model. The quantum 
numbers of the quarks and leptons are summarized in Tables 2 and 3 
in "Particle Physics and the Standard Model." 

All these quark and lepton fields must be included in a Lagrangian 
that incorporates both the electroweak and QCD Lagrangians. It is 
quite obvious how to do this: the standard model Lagrangian is 

simply the sum of the QCD and electroweak Lagrangians, except that 
the terms occurring in both Lagrangians (the quark kinetic energy 
terms i$iyh3u^f and the quark mass terms kMyii/,) are included just 
once. Only the mass term requires comment. 

The quark mass terms appear in the electroweak Lagrangian in the 
form gYukawa (Eq. 77). In the electroweak theory quarks acquire 
masses only because SU(2) X U(l) is spontaneously broken. How- 
ever, when there are three quarks of the same electric charge (such as 
d, s, and b), the general form of the mass terms is the same as in Eq. 
79, qiMj,\y,, because there can be Yukawa couplings between d and s, 
d and b, and s and b. The problem should already be clear: when we 
speak of quarks, we think of fields that have a definite mass, that is, 
fields for which Mi, is diagonal. Nevertheless, there is no reason for 
the fields obtained directly from the electroweak symmetry breaking 
to be mass eigenstates. 

The final part of the analysis takes some care: the problem is to find 
the most general relation between the mass eigenstates and the fields 
occurring in the weak currents. We give the answer for the case of two 
families of quarks. Let us denote the quark fields in the weak currents 
with primes and the mass eigenstates without primes. There is 
freedom in the Lagrangian to set u = u' and c = c'. If we do so, then 
the most general relationship among d, s, d', and s' is 

(' ) ( c o s O c  sin OC 
cos ec -sin ") (,Â¥ 1- 

The parameter Oc, the Cabibbo angle, is not determined by the 
electroweak theory (it is related to ratios of various Yukawa cou- 
plings) and is found experimentally to be about 13Â¡ (When the b and 
t (=tf) quarks are included, the matrix in Eq. 84 becomes a 3-by-3 
matrix involving four parameters that are evaluated experimentally.) 
The correct weak currents are then given by Eq. 83 if all quark 
families are included and primes are placed on all the quark fields. 
The weak currents can be written in terms of the quark mass 
eigenstates by substituting Eq. 84 (or its three-family generalization) 
into the primed version of Eq. 83. The ratio of amplitudes for s + u 
and d Ã‘ u is tan ec; the small ratio of the strangeness-changing to 
non-strangeness-changing charged-current amplitudes is due to the 
smallness of the Cabibbo angle. It is worth emphasizing again that the 
standard model alone provides no understanding of the value of this 
angle. ! 







A 11 throughout his history man has 
wanted to know the dimensions 
of his world and his place in it. 
Before the advent of scientific in- 

struments the universe did not seem very 
large or complicated. Anything too small to 
detect with the naked eye was not known, 
and the few visible stars might almost be 
touched if only there were a higher hill 
nearby. 

Today, with high-energy particle ac- 
celerators the frontier has been pushed down 
to distance intervals as small as 1016 cen- 
timeter and with super telescopes to cos- 
mological distances. These explorations 
have revealed a multifaceted universe; at 
first glance its diversity appears too com- 
plicated to be described in any unified man- 
ner. Nevertheless, it has been possible to 
incorporate the immense variety of ex- 
perimental data into a small number of 
quantum field theories that describe four 
basic interactions-weak, strong, electro- 
magnetic, and gravitational. Their mathe- 
matical formulations are similar in that each 
one can be derived from a local symmetry. 
This similarity has inspired hope for even 
greater progress: perhaps an extension of the 
present theoretical framework will provide a 
single unified description of all natural 
phenomena. 

This dream of unification has recurred 
again and again, and there have been many 
successes: Maxwell's unification of elec- 
tricity and magnetism; Einstein's unification 
of gravitational phenomena with the 
geometry of space-time; the quantum-me- 
chanical unification of Newtonian mechan- 
ics with the wave-like behavior of matter; the 
quantum-mechanical generalization of elec- 
trodynamics; and finally the recent unifica- 
tion of electromagnetism with the weak 
force. Each of these advances is a crucial 
component of the present efforts to seek a 
more complete physical theory. 

Before the successes of the past inspire too 
much optimism, it is important to note that a 
unified theory will require an unprecedented 
extrapolation. The present optimism is gen- 
erated by the discovery of theories successful 

at describing phenomena that take place over 
distance intervals of order 1016 centimeter 
or larger. These theories may be valid to 
much shorter distances, but that remains to 
be tested experimentally. A fully unified the- 
ory will have to include gravity and therefore 
will probably have to describe spatial struc- 
tures as small as 1 o~~ centimeter, the funda- 
mental length (determined by Newton's 
gravitational constant) in the theory of grav- 
ity. History suggests cause for further 
caution: the record shows many failures re- 
sulting from attempts to unify the wrong, too 
few, or too many physical phenomena. The 
end of the 19th century saw a huge but 
unsuccessful effort to unify the description of 
all Nature with thermodynamics. Since the 
second law of thermodynamics cannot be 
derived from Newtonian mechanics, some 
physicists felt it must have the most funda- 
mental significance and sought to derive the 
rest of physics from it. Then came a period of 
belief in the combined use of Maxwell's elec- 
trodynamics and Newton's mechanics to ex- 
plain all natural phenomena. This effort was 
also doomed to failure: not only did these 
theories lack consistency (Newton's equa- 
tions are consistent with particles traveling 
faster than the speed of light, whereas the 
Lorentz invariant equations of Maxwell are 
not), but also new experimental results were 
emerging that implied the quantum structure 
of matter. Further into this century came the 
celebrated effort by Einstein to formulate a 
unified field theory of gravity and elec- 
tromagnetism. His failure notwithstanding, 
the mathematical form of his classical theory 
has many remarkable similarities to the 
modern efforts to unify all known fimdamen- 
tal interactions. We must be wary that our 
reliance on quantum field theory and local 
symmetry may be similarly misdirected, al- 
though we suppose here that it is not. 

Two questions will be the central themes 
of this essay. First, should we believe that the 
theories known today are the correct compo- 
nents of a truly unified theory? The compo- 
nent theories are now so broadly accepted 
that they have become known as the "stan- 
dard model." They include the electroweak 

theory, which gives a unified description of 
quantum electrodynamics (QED) and the 
weak interactions, and quantum chromo- 
dynamics (QCD), which is an attractive can- 
didate theory for the strong interactions. We 
will argue that, although Einstein's theory of 
gravity (also called general relativity) has a 
somewhat different status among physical 
theories, it should also be included in the 
standard model. If it is, then the standard 
model incorporates all observed physical 
phenomena-from the shortest distance in- 
tervals probed at the highest energy ac- 
celerators to the longest distances seen by 
modern telescopes. However, despite its ex- 
perimental successes, the standard model re- 
mains unsatisfying; among its shortcomings 
is the presence of a large number of arbitrary 
constants that require explanations. It re- 
mains to be seen whether the next level of 
unification will provide just a few insights 
into the standard model or will unify all 
natural phenomena. 

The second question examined in this es- 
say is twofold: What are the possible strate- 
gies for generalizing and extending the stan- 
dard model, and how nearly do models based 
on these strategies describe Nature? A central 
problem of theoretical physics is to identify 
the features of a theory that should be ab- 
stracted, extended, modified, or generalized. 
From among the bewildering array of the- 
ories, speculations, and ideas that have 
grown from the standard model, we will 
describe several that are currently attracting 
much attention. 

We focus on two extensions of established 
concepts. The first is called supersymmetry; 
it enlarges the usual space-time symmetries 
of field theory, namely, Poinark invariance, 
to include a symmetry among the bosons 
(particles of integer spin) and ferrnions 
(particles of half-odd integer spin). One of 
the intriguing features of supersymmetry is 
that it can be extended to include internal 
symmetries (see Note 2 in "Lecture Notes- 
From Simple Field Theories to the Standard 
Model). In the standard model internal local 
symmetries play a crucial role, both for 
classifying elementary particles and for de- 
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Fig. 1. Evolution of fundamental theories of Nature from the direct and well-established extension, or theoretical gen- 
classical field theories of Newton and Maxwell to the grand- eralization. The wide arrow symbolizes the goal of present 
est theoretical conjectures of today. The relationships among research, the unification of quantum field theories with 
these theories are discussed in the text. Solid lines indicate a gravity. 
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terrnining the form of the interactions among 
them. The electroweak theory is based on the 
internal local symmetry group SU(2) X U(l) 
(see Note 8) and quantum chromodynamics 
on the internal local symmetry group SU(3). 
Gravity is based on space-time symmetries: 
general coordinate invariance and local 
Poincare symmetry. It is tempting to try to 
unify all these symmetries with supersym- 
metry, 

Other important implications of super- 
symmetry are that it enlarges the scope of the 
classification schemes of the basic particles 
to include fields of different spins in the same 
multiplet, and it helps to solve some tech- 
nical problems concerning large mass ratios 
that plague certain efforts to derive the stan- 
dard model. Most significantly, if supersym- 
metry is made to be a local symmetry, then it 
automatically implies a theory of gravity, 
called supergravity, that is a generalization of 
Einstein's theory. Supergravity theories re- 
quire the unification of gravity with other 
kinds of interactions, which may be, in some 
future version, the electroweak and strong 
interactions. The near successes of this ap- 
proach are very encouraging. 

The other major idea described here is the 
extension of the space-time manifold to 
more than four dimensions, the extra 
dimensions having, so far, escaped observa- 
tion. This revolutionary idea implies that 
particles are grouped into larger symmetry 
multiplets and the basic interactions have a 
geometrical origin. Although the idea of ex- 
tending space-time beyond four dimensions 
is not new, it becomes natural in the context 
of supergravity theories because these com- 
plicated theories in four dimensions may be 
derived from relatively simple-looking the- 
ories in higher dimensions. 

We will follow these developments one 
step further to a generalization of the field 
concept: instead of depending on space-time, 
the fields may depend on paths in space- 
time. When this generalization is combined 
with supersymmetry, the resulting theory is 
called a superstring theory. (The whimsi- 
cality of the name is more than matched by 
the theory's complexity.) Superstring the- 

ories are encouraging because some of them 
reduce, in a certain limit, to the only super- 
gravity theories that are likely to generalize 
the standard model. Moreover, whereas 
supergravity fails to give the standard model 
exactly, a superstring theory might succeed. 
It seems that superstring theories can be 
formulated only in ten dimensions. 

Figure 1 provides a road map for this 
essay, which journeys from the origins of the 
standard model in classical theory to the 
extensions of the standard model in super- 
gravity and superstrings. These extensions 
may provide extremely elegant ways to unify 
the standard model and are therefore attract- 
ing enormous theoretical interest. It must be 
cautioned, however, that at present no ex- 
perimental evidence exists for supersym- 
metry or extra dimensions. 

Review of the Standard Model 

We now review the standard model with 
particular emphasis on its potential for being 
unified by a larger theory. Over the last 
several decades relativistic quantum field 
theories with local symmetry have succeeded 
in describing all the known interactions 
down to the smallest distances that have 
been explored experimentally, and they may 
be correct to much shorter distances. 

Electrodynamics and Local Symmetry. Elec- 
trodynamics was the first theory with local 
symmetry. Maxwell's great unification of 
electricity and magnetism can be viewed as 
the discovery that electrodynamics is de- 
scribed by the simplest possible local sym- 
metry, local phase invariance. Maxwell's ad- 
dition of the displacement current to the field 
equations, which was made in order to insure 
conservation of the electromagnetic current, 
turns out to be equivalent to imposing local 
phase invariance on the Lagrangian of elec- 
trodynamics, although this idea did not 
emerge until the late 1920s. 

A crucial feature of locally symmetric 
quantum field theories is this: typically, for 
each independent internal local symmetry 

there exists a gauge field and its correspond- 
ing particle, which is a vector boson (spin-1 
particle) that mediates the interaction be- 
tween particles. Quantum electrodynamics 
has just one independent local symmetry 
transformation, and the photon is the vector 
boson (or gauge particle) mediating the inter- 
action between electrons or other charged 
particles. Furthermore, the local symmetry 
dictates the exact form of the interaction. 
The interaction Lagrangian must be of the 
form eJqx^Jx), where J^(x) is the current 
density of the charged particles and Au(x) is 
the field of the vector bosons. The coupling 
constant e is defined as the strength with 
which the vector boson interacts with the 
current. The hypothesis that all interactions 
are mediated by vector bosons or, equi- 
valently, that they originate from local sym- 
metries has been extended to the weak and 
then to the strong interactions. 

Weak Interactions. Before the present under- 
standing of weak interactions in terms of 
local symmetry, Fermi's 1934 phenomeno- 
logical theory of the weak interactions had 
been used to interpret many data on nuclear 
beta decay. After it was modified to include 
parity violation, it contained all the crucial 
elements necessary to describe the low- 
energy weak interactions. His theory as- 
sumed that beta decay (e.g., n - p + e + <) 
takes place at a single space-time point. The 
form of the interaction amplitude is a prod- 
uct of two currents J X ,  where each current 
is a product of fermion fields, and J^Ju. de- 
scribes four fermion fields acting at the point 
of the beta-decay interaction. This ampli- 
tude, although yielding accurate predictions 
at low energies, is expected to fail at center- 
of-mass energies above 300 GeV, where it 
predicts cross sections that are larger than 
allowed by the general principles of quantum 
field theory. 

The problem of making a consistent (re- 
normalizable) quantum field theory to de- 
scribe the weak interactions was not solved 
until the 1960s, when the electromagnetic 
and weak interactions were combined into a 
locally symmetric theory. As outlined in Fig. 
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Fig. 2. Comparison of neutrino-quark charged-current scattering in the Fermz 
theory and the modern SU(2) X U(l) electroweak theory. (The bar indicates the 
Dirac conjugate.) The point interaction of the Fermi theory leads to an inconsistent 
quantum theory. The W + boson exchange in the electroweak theory spreads out the 
weak interactions, which then leads to a consistent (renormalizable) quantum field 
theory. Jr* and J '> are the charge-raising and charge-lowering currents, respec- 
tively. The amplitudes given by the two theories are nearly equal as long as the 
square of the momentum transfer, q2 = (p,, - pJ2, is much less than the square of 
the mass of the weak boson, M 3 .  

2, the vector bosons associated with the elec- 
troweak local symmetry serve to spread out 
the interaction of the Fermi theory in space- 
time in a way that makes the theory consis- 
tent. Technically, the major problem with 
the Fermi theory is that the Fermi coupling 
constant, Gv, is not dimensionless (Gp = 

(293 G~v)"*), and therefore the Fermi theory 
is not a renorrnalizable quantum field the- 
ory. This means that removing the infinities 
from the theory strips it of all its predictive 
power. 

In the gauge theory generalization of 
Fermi's theory, beta decay and other weak 
interactions are mediated by heavy weak 
vector bosons, so the basic interaction has 
the form gW^-Ju and the current-current in- 
teraction looks pointlike only for energies 
much less than the rest energy of the weak 
bosons. (The coupling g is dimensionless, 
whereas Gv is a composite number that in- 
cludes the masses of the weak vector bosons.) 
The theory has four independent local sym- 
metries, including the phase symmetry that 
yields electrodynamics. The local symmetry 
group of the electroweak theory is SU(2) X 
U(l), where U(1) is the group of phase trans- 
formations, and SU(2) has the same struc- 
ture as rotations in three dimensions. The 
one phase angle and the three independent 
angles of rotation in this theory imply the 
existence of four vector bosons, the photon 
plus three weak vector bosons, w"^, z', and 
W .  These four particles couple to the four 
SU(2) X U(1) currents and are responsible 
for the "electroweak" interactions. 

The idea that all interactions must be de- 
rived from local symmetry may seem simple, 
but it was not at all obvious how to apply this 
idea to the weak (or the strong) interactions. 
Nor was it obvious that electrodynamics and 
the weak interactions should be part of the 
same lpcal symmetry since, experimentally, 
the weak bosons and the photon do not share 
much in common: the photon has been 
known as a physical entity for nearly eighty 
years, but the weak vector bosons were not 
observed until late 1982 and early 1983 at the 
CERN proton-antiproton collider in the 
highest energy accelerator experiments ever 

Sumrner/Fall1984 LOS ALAMOS SCIENCE 



Any Charged Particle 

performed; the mass of the photon is consis- 
tent with zero, whereas the weak vector bos- 
ons have huge masses (a little less than 100 
G ~ v / c ~ ) ;  electromagnetic interactions can 
take place over very large distances, whereas 
the weak interactions take place on a dis- 
tance scale of about 1 016 centimeter; and 
finally, the photon has no electric charge, 
whereas the weak vector bosons carry the 
electric and weak charges of the electroweak 
interactions. Moreover, in the early days of 
gauge theories, it was generally believed, al- 
though incorrectly, that local symmetry of a 
Lagrangian implies masslessness for the vec- 
tor bosons. 

How can particles as different as the 
photon and the weak bosons possibly be 
unified by local symmetry? The answer is 
explained in detail in the Lecture Notes; we 
mention here merely that if the vacuum of 
a locally symmetric theory has a nonzero 
symmetry charge density due to the 
presence of a spinless field, then the vector 
boson associated with that symmetry ac- 
quires a mass. Solutions to the equations of 
motion in which the vacuum is not invariant 
under symmetry transformations are called 
spontaneously broken solutions, and the vec- 
tor boson mass can be arbitrarily large 
without upsetting the symmetry of the La- 
grangian. 

In the electroweak theory spontaneous 
symmetry breaking separates the weak and 
electromagnetic interactions and is the most 
important mechanism for generating masses 
of the elementary particles. In the theories 
dicussed below, spontaneous symmetry 
breaking is often used to distinguish interac- 
tions that have been unified by extending 
symmetries (see Note 8). 

The range of validity of the electroweak 
theory is an important issue, especially when 
considering extensions and generalizations 
to a theory of broader applicability. "Range 
of validity" refers to the energy (or distance) 
scale over which the predictions of a theory 
are valid. The old Fermi theory gives a good 
account of the weak interactions for energies 
less than 50 GeV, but at higher energies, 
where the effect of the weak bosons is to 
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spread out the weak interactions in space- 
time, the Ferrni theory fails. The electroweak 
theory remains a consistent quantum field 
theory at energies far above a few hundred 
GeV and reduces to the Fermi theory (with 
the modification for parity violation) at 
lower energies. Moreover, it correctly 
predicts the masses of the weak vector bos- 
ons. In fact, until experiment proves other- 
wise, there are no logical impediments to 
extending the electroweak theory to an 
energy scale as large as desired. Recall the 
example of electrodynamics and its quan- 
tum-mechanical generalization. As a theory 
of light in the mid-19th century, it could be 
tested to about 1 O 5  centimeter. How could it 
have been known that QED would still be 
valid for distance scales ten orders of magni- 
tude smaller? Even today it is not known 
where quantum electrodynamics breaks 
down, 

Strong Interactions. Quantum chromo- 
dynamics is the candidate theory of the 
strong interactions. It, too, is a quantum field 
theory based on a local symmetry; the sym- 
metry, called color SU(3), has eight inde- 
pendent kinds of transformations, and so the 
strong interactions among the quark fields 
are mediated by eight vector bosons, called 
gluons. Apparently, the local symmetry of 
the strong interaction theory is not spon- 
taneously broken. Although conceptually 
simpler, the absence of symmetry breaking 
makes it harder to extract experimental 
predictions. The exact SU(3) color symmetry 
may imply that the quarks and gluons, which 
carry the SU(3) color charge, can never be 
observed in isolation. There seem to be no 
simple relationships between the quark and 
gluon fields of the theory and the observed 
structure of hadrons (strongly interacting 
particles). The quark model of hadrons has 
not been rigorously derived from QCD. 

One of the main clues that quantum 
chromodynamics is correct comes from the 
results of "deep" inelastic scattering experi- 
ments in which leptons are used to probe the 
structure of protons and neutrons at very 
short distance intervals. The theory predicts 



that at very high momentum transfers or, 
equivalently, at very short distances (<I 0 1 3  
centimeter) the quark and gluon fields that 
make up the nucleons have a direct and 
fundamental interpretation: they are almost 
noninteracting, point-like particles. Deep in- 
elastic electron, muon, and neutrino experi- 
ments have tested the short-distance struc- 
ture of protons and neutrons and have con- 
firmed qualitatively this short-distance 
prediction of quantum chromodynamics. At 
relatively long distance intervals of 1013 
centimeter or greater, the theory must ac- 
count for the existence of the observed 
hadrons, which are complicated composites 
of the quark and gluon fields. Until progress 
is made in deriving the list of hadrons from 
quantum chromodynamics, we will not 
know whether it is the correct theory of the 
strong interactions. This is a rather peculiar 
situation: the validity of QCD at energies 
above a few GeV is established (and there is 
no experimental or theoretical reason to 
limit the range of validity of the theory at 
even higher energies), but the long-distance 
(low-energy) structure of the theory, includ- 
ing the hadron spectrum, has not yet been 
calculated. Perhaps the huge computational 
effort now being devoted to testing the the- 
ory will resolve this question soon. 

Gravity. Gravity theory (and by this is meant 
Einstein's theory of general relativity) should 
be added to the standard model, although it 
has a different status from the electroweak 
and strong theories. The energy scale at 
which gravity becomes strong, according to 
Einstein's (or Newton's) theory, is far above 
the electroweak scale: it is given by the 
Planck mass, which is defined as ( h c / W 2 ,  
where GN is Newton's gravitational constant, 
and is equal to 1.2 X 1019 G ~ v / c ~ .  (In quan- 
tum theories distance is inversely propor- 
tional to energy; the Planck mass cor- 
responds to a length (the Planck length) of 
1.6 X centimeter.) Large mass scales 
are typically associated with small interac- 
tion rates, so gravity has a negligible effect on 
high-energy particle physics at present ac- 
celerator energies. The reason we feel the 

effect of this very weak interaction so readily 
in everyday life is that the graviton, which 
mediates the interaction, is massless and has 
long-range interactions like the photon. 
Moreover, the gravitational force has always 
been found to be attractive; matter in bulk 
cannot be "gravitationally neutral" in the 
way that it is typically electrically neutral. 

At present there are no experimental 
reasons that compel us to include gravity in 
the standard model; present particle 
phenomenology is explained without it. 
Moreover, its theoretical standing is shaky, 
since all attempts to formulate Einstein's 
gravity as a consistent quantum field theory 
have failed. The problem is similar to that of 
the Fermi theory: Newton's constant has 
dimensions of (energy)2 so the theory is not 
renormalizable. However, like the Ferrni the- 
ory, it is valid up to an energy that is a 
substantial fraction of its energy scale of 1019 
GeV. This is the only known serious in- 
consistency in the standard model when 
gravity is included. Thus, including gravity 
in the standard model seems to pose many 
problems. Yet, there is a good reason to 
attempt this unification: there exist theoreti- 
cal models (as we discuss later) that suggest 
that the electroweak and strong theories may 
cure the ills of gravitational theory, and uni- 
fication with gravity may require a theory 
that predicts the phenomenological inputs of 
the electroweak and strong theories. 

The mathematical structure of gravity the- 
ory provides another reason for its inclusion 
in the standard model. Like the other interac- 
tions, gravity is based on a local symmetry, 
the Poincare symmetry, which includes 
Lorentz transformations and space-time 
translations. In this case, however, not all the 
generators of the symmetry group give rise to 
particles that mediate the gravitational inter- 
action. In particular, Einstein's theory has no 
kinetic energy terms in the Lagrangian for 
the gauge fields corresponding to the six in- 
dependent symmetries of the Lorentz group. 
The space-time translations have associated 
with them the gauge field called the graviton 
that mediates the gravitational interaction. 
The graviton field has a spin of 2 and is 

denoted by e*), where the vector index p. 
on the usual boson field is combined with the 
space-time translation index a to form a spin 
of 2. The metric tensor is, essentially, the 
square of e3x). The massless graviton has 
two helicities (spin projections along the 
direction of motion) of values k2. In some 
ways these are merely technical differences, 
and gravity is like the other interactions. 
Nevertheless, these differences are crucial in 
the search for theories that unify gravity with 
the other interactions. 

Summary. Let us summarize why the stan- 
dard model including gravity may be the 
correct set of component theories of a truly 
unified theory. 

0 The standard model (with its phenomeno- 
logically motivated symmetries, choice of 
fields, and Lagrangian) correctly accounts 
for all elementary-particle data. 

0 The standard model contains no known 
mathematical inconsistencies up to an 
energy scale near 1019 GeV, and then only 
gravity gives difficulty. 

0 All components of the standard model 
have similar mathematical structures. Es- 
sentially, they are local gauge theories, 
which can be derived from a principle of 
local symmetry. 

0 There are no logical or phenomenological 
requirements that force the addition of 
further components to describe phe- 
nomena at scales greater than 1 016 cen- 
timeter. Thus, we are free to seek theories 
with a range of validity that may tran- 
scend the present experimental frontier. 

We still have to cope with the huge ex- 
trapolation, by seventeen orders of magni- 
tude, in energy scale necessary to include 
gravity in the theory. At best it appears reck- 
less to begin the search for such a unification, 
in spite of the good luck historically with 
quantum electrodynamics. However, even if 
we ignore gravity, the energy scales en- 
countered in attempts to unify just the elec- 
troweak and strong interactions are surpris- 
ingly close to the Planck mass. These more 

Summer/Fall1984 LOS ALAMOS SCIENCE 



Fig. 3. Unification in the SU(5) model. The values of the SU(2), U(l),  and SU(3) 
couplings in the SU(5) model are shown as functions of mass scale. These values 
are calculated using the renormalization group equations of quantum field theory. 
At the unification energy scale the proton-decay bosons begin to contribute to the 
renormalization group equations; at higher energies, the ratios track together along 
the solid curve. If the high-mass bosons were not included in the calculation, the 
couplings would follow the dashed curves. 

modest efforts to unify the fundamental in- 
teractions may be an important step toward 
including gravity. Moreover, these efforts re- 
quire the belief that local gauge theories are 
correct to distance intervals around 1 o~~ 
centimeter, and so they have made theorists 
more "comfortable" when considering the 
extrapolation to gravity, which is only four 
orders of magnitude further. Whether this 
outlook has been misleading remains to be 
seen. The components of the standard model 
are summarized in Table 1. 

Electroweak-Strong Unification 
without Gravity 

The SU(2) X U(1) X SU(3) local theory is a 
detailed phenomenological framework in 
which to analyze and correlate data on elec- 
troweak and strong interactions, but the 
choice of symmetry group, the charge assign- 
ments of the scalars and fermions, and the 
values of many masses and couplings must 
be deduced from experimental data. The 
problem is to find the simplest extension of 
this part of the standard model that also 
unifies (at least partially) the interactions, 
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assignments, and parameters that must be 
put into it "by hand." Total success at uni- 
fication is not required at this stage because 
the range of validity will be restricted by 
gravitational effects. 

One extension is to a local symmetry 
group that includes SU(2) X U(1) X SU(3) 
and interrelates the transformations of the 
standard model by further internal sym- 
metry transformations. The simplest exam- 
ple is the group SU(5), although most of the 
comments below also apply to other 
proposals for electroweak-strong unification. 
The SU(5) local symmetry implies new con- 
straints on the fields and parameters in the 
theory. However, the theory also includes 
new interactions that mix the electroweak 
and strong quantum numbers; in SU(5) there 
are vector bosons that transform quarks to 
leptons and quarks to antiquarks. These vec- 
tor bosons provide a mechanism for proton 
decay. 

If the SU(5) local symmetry were exact, all 
the couplings of the vector bosons to the 
symmetry currents would be equal (or re- 
lated by known factors), and consequently 
the proton decay rate would be near the weak 

decay rates. Spontaneous symmetry breaking 
of SU(5) is introduced into the theory to 
separate the electroweak and strong interac- 
tions from the other SU(5) interactions as 
well as to provide a huge mass for the vector 
bosons mediating proton decay and thereby 
reduce the predicted decay rate. To satisfy 
the experimental constraint that the proton 
lifetime be at least lo3' years, the masses of 
the heavy vector bosom in the SU(5) model 
must be at least 1014 Gev/c2. Thus, ex- 
perimental facts already determine that the 
electroweak-strong unification must in- 
troduce masses into the theory that are 
within a factor of lo5 of the Planck mass. 

It is possible to calculate the proton life- 
time in the SU(5) model and similar unified 
models from the values of the couplings and 
masses of the particles in the theory. The 
couplings of the standard model (the two 
electroweak couplings and the strong cou- 
pling) have been measured in low-energy 
processes. Although the ratios of the cou- 
plings are predicted by SU(5), the symmetry 
values are accurate only at energies where 
SU(5) looks exact, which is at energies above 
the masses of the vector bosons mediating 
proton decay. In general, the strengths of the 
couplings depend on the mass scale at which 
they are measured. Consequently, the SU(5) 
ratios cannot be directly compared with the 
values measured at low energy. However, the 
renormalization group equations of field the- 
ory prescribe how they change with the mass 
scale. Specifically, the change of the coupling 
at a given mass scale depends only on all the 
elementary particles with masses less than 
that mass scale. Thus, as the mass scale is 
lowered below the mass of the protondecay 
bosons, the latter must be omitted from the 
equations, so the ratios of the couplings 
change from the SU(5) values. If we assume 
that the only elementary fields contributing 
to the equations are the low-mass fields 
known experimentally and if the proton- 
decay bosons have a mass of 1014 G ~ V / C ~  
(see Fig. 3), then the low-energy experimen- 
tal ratios of the standard model couplings are 
predicted correctly by the renormalization 
group equations but the proton lifetime 
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prediction is a little Less than the experimen- 
tal lower bound. However, adding a few 
more "low-mass" (say, less than 1012 
G ~ v / c ~ )  particles to the equations lengthens 
the lifetime predictions, which can thereby 
be pushed well beyond the limit attainable in 
present-day experiments. 

Thus, using the proton-lifetime bound 
directly and the standard model couplings at 
low mass scale, we have seen that elec- 
troweak-strong unification implies mass 
scales close to the scale where gravity must 
be included. Even if it turns out that the 
electroweak-strong unification is not exactly 
correct, it has encouraged the extrapolation 
of present theoretical ideas well beyond the 
energies available in present accelerators. 

Electroweak-strong unified models such as 
SU(5) achieve only a partial unification. The 
vector bosons are fully unified in the sense 
that they and their interactions are de- 
termined by the choice of SU(5) as the local 
symmetry. However, this is only a partial 
unification. The choice of fermion and scalar 
multiplets and the choice of symmetry- 
breaking patterns are left to the discretion of 
the physicist, who makes his selections based 
on low-energy phenomenology. Thus, the 
"unification" in SU(5) (and related local 
symmetries) is far from complete, except for 
the vector bosons. (This suggests that the- 
ories in which all particles are more closely 
related to the vector bosons might remove 
some of the arbitrariness; this will prove to 
be the case for supergravity.) 

In summary, strong experimental evi- 
dence for electroweak-strong unification, 
such as proton decay, would support the 
study of quantum field theories at energies 
just below the Planck mass. From the van- 
tage of these theories, the electroweak and 
strong interactions should be the low-energy 
limit of the unifying theory, where "low 
energy" corresponds to the highest energies 
available at accelerators today! Only future 
experiments will help decide whether the 
standard model is a complete low-energy 
theory, or whether we are repeating the age- 
old error of omitting some low-energy inter- 
actions that are not yet discovered. Never- 

theless, the quest for total unification of the example, the orbits of the planets are 
laws of Nature is exciting enough that these geodesics of the space-time whose geometry 
words of caution are not sufficient to delay is determined by the sun's gravitational field. 
the search for theories incorporating gravity. In Einstein's gravity all the remaining 

fields are called matter fields. The La- 
grangian is a sum of two terms: 

Toward Unification with Gravity 

Let us suppose that the standard model 
including gravity is the correct set of theories 
to be unified. On the basis of the previous 
discussion, we also accept the hypothesis that 
quantum field theory with local symmetry is 
the correct theoretical framework for ex- 
trapolating physical theory to distances per- 
haps as small as the Planck length. Quantum 
field theory assumes a mathematical model 
of space-time called a manifold. On large 
scales a manifold can have many different 
topologies, but at short enough distance 
scale, a manifold always looks like a flat 
(Minkowski) space, with space and time in- 
finitely divisible. This might not be the struc- 
ture of space-time at very small distances, 
and the manifold model of space-time might 
fail. Nevertheless, all progress at unifying 
gravity and the other interactions described 
here is based on theories in which space-time 
is assumed to be a manifold. 

Einstein's theory of gravity has fascinated 
physicists by its beauty, elegance, and correct 
predictions. Before examining efforts to ex- 
tend the theory to include other interactions, 
let us review its structure. Gravity is a 
"geometrical" theory in the following sense. 
The shape or geometry of the manifold is 
determined by two types of tensors, called 
curvature and torsion, which can be con- 
structed from the gravitational field. The 
Lagrangian of the gravitational field depends 
on the curvature tensor. In particular, Ein- 
stein's brilliant discovery was that the 
curvature scalar, which is obtained from the 
curvature tensor, is essentially a unique 
choice for the kinetic energy of the gravita- 
tional field. The gravitational field calculated 
from the equations of motion then de- 
termines the geometry of the space-time 
manifold. Particles travel along "straight 
lines" (or geodesics) in this space-time. For 

= g r a v i t y  "'Â¥matte > 

where the curvature scalar =Ygravity is the 
kinetic energy of the graviton, and Smatter 
contains all the other fields and their inter- 
actions with the gravitational field. The in- 
teraction term in the Lagrangian, which cou- 
ples the gravitational field (the metric tensor) 
to the energy-momentum tensor, has a form 
almost identical to the term that couples the 
electromagnetic field to the electromagnetic 
current. Newton's constant, which has 
dimensions of ( m a ~ s ) ~ ,  appears in the ratio 
of the two terms in Eq. 1 as a coupling 
analogous to the Fermi coupling in the weak 
theory. This complicates the quantum gen- 
eralization, just as it did in Fermi's weak 
interaction theory, and it is not possible to 
formulate a consistent quantum theory with 
Eq. 1. Actually, the situation is even worse, 
because Pgravity alone does not lead to a 
consistent quantum theory either, although 
the inconsistencies are not as bad as when 
LPmatler is included. 

This suggests that our efforts to unify grav- 
ity with the other interactions might solve 
the problems of gravity: perhaps we can join 
the matter fields together with the gravita- 
tional field in something like a curvature 
scalar and thereby eliminate smaueP In addi- 
tion, generalizing the graviton field in this 
way might lead to a consistent (re- 
normalizable) quantum theory of gravity. 
There are reasons to hope that the problem 
of finding a renormalizable theory of gravity 
is solved by superstrings, although the proof 
is far from complete. For now, we discuss the 
unification of the graviton with other fields 
without concern for renormalizability. 

We will discuss several ways to find rnani- 
folds for which the curvature scalar depends 
on many fields, not just the gravitational 
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Fig. 4- Twa+ifBÃ ênsiona analogue of the vacuum geometfy of a Kalmpa-Klem 
thwry* From great distances the geometry looks one-dimensional, but up close the 
second dimension  ̂which is wound up la a circlej becomes visible. If space4me has 
more than four dimensions, then the extra dimensions could haveescaped detectio~ 
ifeach is wound into a circle whose radius is las that I@' centimeter. 

field* This generally requires extending the 4- 
dUnensional spat^-time manifold. The fields 
and manifold must satisfy many constraints 
before this cab be done. All the efforts to 
unify gravity with the other interactions have 
been formulated in this way, but progrÃ§ss 
was not made until the role of spontaneous 
symflietry breaking was appreciated. As we 
now descrilife it is crucial for the solutions of 
the theory to have less symmetry than the 
Lagrangian has. 

In the standard model the generatois of 
the space-time P o i n 4  symmetry commute 
with (ate indegendent of) the generators of 
the internal symmetries of the dectraweak 
and strong interactions. We mi@1 look for a 
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local symmetry that interrelates the space- 
tune and internal symmetries, just as SU(5) 
interrelates the electreweafc and strong inter- 
nal symmetries. Unfortunately, if this 
enlarged synmetry changes sinmitanmusly 
the internal asd spaee-time quantum 
numbers of several states of (he same mass, 
then a theorem of quantum field theory ve- 
quires the existence of an infinite niamber of 
particles of that mass. However, this seem- 
ingly catastrophic result does not prevent the 
unification of space-time and internal sym- 
metries for two reasons: first, all symmetries 
of the Lagrangian need not be symmetries of 
the states because of spontaneous symmetry 
b d f t g ;  and second, the theorem does not 

If the dimensionality of space-time is 
greater than four, then the geometry of space- 
time must satisfy some strong observational 
constraints. In a 5-dimensional world the 
fourth spatial direction must be invisible to 
present experiments. This is possible if at 
each 4dimensional space-time point the ad- 
ditional direction is a little circle, so that a 
tiny person traveling in the new direction 
would soon return to the starting point. The- 
ories with this kind of vacuum geometry are 
generically called Kaluza-Klein theories. 

It is easy to visualize this geometry with a 
two-dimensional analogue, namely, a long 
pipe. The direction around the pipe is 
analogous to the extra dimension, and the 
location along the pipe is analogous to a 
location in 4-dimensional space-time. If the 
means for examining the structure of the 
pipe are too coarse to see distance intervals 
as small as its diameter, then the pipe ap- 
pears ldimensional (Fig. 4). If the probe of 
the structure is sensitive to shorter distances, 
the pipe is a 2-dimensional structure with 
one dimension wound up into a circle. 
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The physically interesting solutions of 
Einstein's 4-dimensional gravity are those in 
which, if all the matter is removed, space- 
time is flat. The 4-dimensional space-time 
we see around us is flat to a good approxima- 
tion; it takes an incredibly massive hunk of 
highdensity (much greater than any density 
observed on the earth) matter to curve space. 
However, it might also be possible to con- 
struct a higher dimensional theory in which 
our 4-dimensional space-time remains flat in 
the absense of identifiable matter, and the 
extra dimensions are wound up into a "little 
ball." We must study the generalizations of 
Einstein's equations to see whether this can 
happen, and ifit does, to find the geometry of 
the extra dimensions. 

The Cosmological Constant Problem. Before 
we examine the generalizations of gravity in 
more detail, we must raise a problem that 
pervades all gravitational theories. Einstein's 
equations state that the Einstein tensor 
(which is derived from the curvature scalar 
in finding the equations of motion from the 
Lagrangian) is proportional to the energy- 
momentum tensor. If, in the absence of all 
matter and radiation, the energy-momentum 
tensor is zero, then Einstein's equations are 
solved by flat space-time and zero gravita- 
tional field. In 4-dimensional classical gen- 
eral relativity, the curvature of space-time 
and the gravitational field result from a 
nonzero energy-momentum tensor due to 
the presence of physical particles. 

However, there are many small effects, 
such as other interactions and quantum ef- 
fects, not included in classical general rel- 
ativity, that can radically alter this simple 
picture. For example, recall that the elec- 
troweak theory is spontaneously broken, 
which means that the scalar field has a 
nonzero vacuum value and may contribute 
to the vacuum value of the energy-mornen- 
turn tensor. If it does, the solution to the 
Einstein equations in vacuum is no longer 
flat space but a curved space in which the 
curvature increases with increasing vacuum 
energy. Thus, the constant value of the po- ' 

tential energy, which had no effect on the 

weak interactions, has a profound effect on 
gravity. 

At first glance, we can solve this difficulty 
in a trivial manner: simply add a constant to 
the Lagrangian that cancels the vacuum 
energy, and the universe is saved. However, 
we may then wish to compute the quantum- 
mechanical corrections to the electroweak 
theory or add some additional fields to the 
theory; both may readjust the vacuum 
energy. For example, electroweak-strong uni- 
fication and its quantum corrections will 
contribute to the vacuum energy. Almost all 
the details of the theory must be included in 
calculating the vacuum energy. So, we could 
repeatedly readjust the vacuum energy as we 
learn more about the theory, but it seems 
artificial to keep doing so unless we have a 
good theoretical reason. Moreover, the scale 
of the vacuum energy is set by the mass scale 
of the interactions. This is a dilemma. For 
example, the quantum corrections to the 
electroweak interactions contribute enough 
vacuum energy to wind up our 4-dimen- 
sional space-time into a tiny ball about 10-I3 
centimeter across, whereas the scale of the 
universe is more like centimeters. Thus, 
the observed value of the cosmological con- 
stant is smaller by a factor of than the 
value suggested by the standard model. 
Other contributions can make the theoretical 
value even larger. This problem has the in- 
nocuous-sounding name of "the cos- 
mological constant problem." At present 
there are no principles from which we can 
impose a zero or nearly zero vacuum energy 
on the 4-dimensional part of the theory, al- 
though this problem has inspired much re- 
search effort. Without such a principle, we 
can safely say that the vacuum-energy 
prediction of the standard model is wrong. 
At best, the theory is not adequate to con- 
front this problem. 

If we switch now to the context of gravity 
theories in higher dimensions, the difficult 
question is not why the extra dimensions are 
wound up into a little ball, but why our 4- 
dimensional space-time is so nearly flat, 
since it would appear that a large cos- 
mological constant is more natural than a 

small one. Also, it is remarkable that the 
vacuum energy winding the extra 
dimensions into a little ball is conceptually 
similar to the vacuum charge of a local sym- 
metry providing a mass for the vector bos- 
ons. However, in the case of the vacuum 
geometry, we have no experimental data that 
bear on these speculations other than the 
remarkable flatness of our 4-dimensional 
space-time. The remaining discussion of uni- 
fication with gravity must be conducted in 
ignorance of the solution to the cosmological 
constant problem. 

Internal Symmetries 
from Extra Dimensions 

The basic scheme for deriving local sym- 
metries from higher dimensional gravity was 
pioneered by Kaluza and ~ l e i n '  in the 1920s, 
before the weak and strong interactions were 
recognized as fundamental. Their attempts 
to unify gravity and electrodynamics in four 
dimensions start with pure gravity in five 
dimensions. They assumed that the vacuum 
geometry is flat 4dimensional space-time 
with the fifth dimension a little loop of de- 
finite radius at each space-time point, just as 
in the pipe analogy of Fig. 4. The Lagrangian 
consists of the curvature scalar, constructed 
from the gravitational field in five 
dimensions with its five independent com- 
ponents. The relationship of a higher dimen- 
sional field to its 4-dimensional fields is sum- 
marized in Fig. 5 and the sidebar, "Fields 
and Spin in Higher Dimensions." The in- 
finite spectrum in four dimensions includes 
the massless graviton (two helicity compo- 
nents of values Â±2) a massless vector boson 
(two helicity components of k l ) ,  a massless 
scalar field (one helicity component of O), 
and an infinite series of massive spin-2 
pyrgons of increasing masses, (The term 
'pyrgon" derives from Ttupyoo, the Greek 
word for tower.) The Fourier expansion for 
each component of the gravitational field is 
identical to Eq. 1 of the sidebar. Since the 
extra dimension is a circle, its symmetry is a 
phase symmetry just as in electrodynamics. 
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Infinite 

the harmonic expansion of the 4-dimensional spin compo- 
nents on the extra dimensions, which then resolves a single 
massless D-dimensional field into an infinite number of 4- 
dimensional fields of varying masses. When the 4-dimen- 
sional mass is zero, the corresponding 4-dimemiunal field is 
called a zero mode. The 4-dimensional fields with 4-dimen- 
sional mass form an in finite sequence of pyrgons. 

The symmetry of this vacuum state is not the 
5-dimensional Poincark symmetry but the 
direct product of the 4-dimensional Poincare 
group and a phase symmetry. 

This skeletal theory should not be taken 
seriously, except as a basis for generalizing to 
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more realistic theories. The zero modes no low-mass charged particles. (Adding fer- 
(massless particles in four dimensions) are mions to the 5-dimensional theory does not 
electrically neutral. Only the pyrgons carry help, because the resulting 4-dimensional 
electric charge. The interaction associated fermions are all pyrgons, which cannot be 
with the vector boson in four dimensions low mass either.) Nevertheless, the 
cannot be electrodynamics because there are hypothesis that all interactions are conse- 



Fields and Spins in 
Fields in Higher Dimensions. We describe here how to construct a 
field in higher dimensions and how such a field is related to fields in 
the 4-dimensional world in which we live. Higher dimensional fields 
unify an infinite number of 4-dimensional fields. A typical and 
simple example of this can be seen from a scalar field (a spin-0 field) 
in five dimensions. A scalar field has only one component, so it can 
be written as q(x,y), where x is the 4-dimnsional space-time 
coordinate and y is the coordinate for the fifth dimension. We will 
assume that the fifth dimension is a little circle with radius R, where 
R is independent of x. (After this example, we examine the gen- 
eralizations to more than five dimensions and to fields carrying 
nonzero spin in the higher dimensions.) 

Functions on a circle can be expanded in a Fourier series; thus, the 
5-dimensional scalar field can be written in the form 

where n is an integer, and (p,,(x) are 4-dimensional fields. The Fourier 
series satisfies the requirement that the field is single-valued in the 
extra dimension, since Eq. 1 has the same value at the identical points 
-Y and y +  2nR. Usually the wave equation of (p(x,y) is a straight- 
forward generalization of the 4-dimensional scalar wave equation 
(that is, the Klein-Gordon equation) in the limit that interactions can 
be ignored. The 5-dimensional Klein-Gordon equation for a massless 
5-dimensional particle is 

The presence of additional terms depends on the details of the 
Lagrangian, and we ignore them for the present description. It is a 
simple matter to substitute the Fourier expansion ofEq. 1 into Eq. 2 
and use the orthogonality of the expansion functions eKp(iny/R) to 
rewrite Eq. 2 as an infinite number of equations in four dimensions, 
one for each <PAX): 

Note the following very important point: for n =  0, Eq. 3 is the 
equation for a massless 4-dimensional scalar field, whereas for n 1s 0, 
Eq, 3 is the wave equation for a particle with mass \n\/R. The 
massless particle, or "zero mode," should correspond to a field 
observable in our world. The fields with nonzero mass are called 
"pyrgons," since they are on a "tower" of particles, one for each n. I Â R is near the Planck length centimeter), then the pyrgons have 
masses on the order of the Planck mass. However, it is also possible 
that R can be much larger, say as large as 1 016 centimeter, without 
conflicting with experience. 

The 4-dimensional form of the Lagrangian depends on an infinite 
number of fields and is very complicated to analyze. For many 
purposes it is helpful to truncate the theory, keeping a specially 
chosen set of fields. For example, 54imensional Einstein gravity is 
simplified by omitting all the pyrgons. This can be achieved by 
requiring that the fields do  not depend on y, a procedure called 
"dimensional reduction." The dimensionally reduced theory should I 

quences of the symmetries of space-time is so 
attractive that efforts to generalize the 
Kaluza-Klein idea have been vigorously 
pursued. These theories require a more com- 
plete discussion of the possible candidate 
manifolds of the extra dimensions. 

The geometry of the extra dimensions in 
the absence of matter is typically a space with 
a high degree of symmetry. Symmetry re- 
quires the existence of transformations in 
which the starting point looks like the point 
reached after the transformation. (For exam- 
ple, the environments surrounding each 
point on a sphere are identical.) Two of the 
most important examples are "group mani- 
folds" and "coset spaces," which we briefly 
describe. 

The tranformations of a continuous group 
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are identified by N parameters, where N is 
the number of independent transformations 
in the group. For example, N = 3 for SU(2) 
and 8 for SU(3). These parameters are the 
coordinates of an N-dimensional manifold. 
If the vacuum values of fields are constant on 
the group manifold, then the vacuum solu- 
tion is said to be symmetric. 

Coset spaces have the symmetry of a group 
too, but the coordinates are labeled by a 
subset of the parameters of a group. For 
example, consider the space SO(3)/SO(2). In 
this example, SO(3) has three parameters, 
and SO(2) is the phase symmetry with one 
parameter, so the coset space SO(3)/SO(2) 
has three minus one, or two, dimensions. 
This space is called the 2-sphere, and it has 
the geometry of the surface of an ordinary 

sphere. Spheres can be generalized to any 
number of dimensions: the N-dimensional 
sphere is the coset space [SOW + l)]/SO(M. 
Many other cosets, or "ratios" of groups, 
make spaces with large symmetries. It is 
possible to find spaces with the symmetries 
of the electroweak and strong interactions. 
One such space is the group manifold SU(2) 
X U(1) X SU(3), which has twelve 
dimensions. More interesting is the lowest 
dimensional space with those symmetries, 
namely, the coset space [SU(3) X SU(2) X 
U(l)]/[SU(2) X U(1) X U(l)], which has 
dimension 8 + 3 + 1 - 3 - 1 - 1 = 7. (The 
SU(2) and the U(1)'s in the denominator 
differ from those in the numerator, so they 
cannot be "canceled.") Thus, one might hope 
that (4 + 7 = 1 1)-dimensional gravity would 
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Higher 
describe the low-energy limit of the theory. 

The gravitational field can be generalized to higher (>5) dimen- 
sional manifolds, where the extra dimensions at each 4-dimensional 
space-time point form a little ball of finite volume. The mathematics 
requires a generalization of Fourier series to "harmonic" expansions 
on these spaces. Each field (or field component if it has spin) unifies 
an infinite set of pyrgons, and the series may also contain some zero 
modes. The terms in the series correspond to fields of increasing 4- 
dimensional mass. just as in the 5-dimensional example. The kinetic 
energy in the extra dimensions of each term in the series then 
corresponds to a mass in our space-time. The higher dimensional 
field quite generally describes mathematically an infinite number of 
4-dimensional fields. 

Spin in Higher Dimensions. The definition of spin in D dimensions 
depends on the D-dimensional Lorentz symmetry; 4-dimensional 
Lorentz symmetry is naturally embedded in the D-dimensional 
symmetry. Consequently a D-dimensional field of a specific spin 
unifies 4-dimensional fields with different spins. 

Conceptually the description of D-dimensional spin is similar to 
that of spin in four dimensions. A massless particle of spin J in four 
dimensions has helicities +J and -./corresponding to the projections 
of spin along the direction of motion. These two helicities are singlet 
multiplets of the 1-dimensional rotations that leave unchanged the 
direction of a particle traveling at the speed of light. The group of 1- 
din~ensional rotations is the phase symmetry S0(2), and this method 
for identifying the physical degrees of freedom is called the "light- 
cone classification." However, the situation is a little more com- 

plicated in five dimensions, where there are three directions or- 
thogonal to the direction of the particle. Then the helicity symmetry 
becomes SO(3) (instead of SO(2)). and the spin multiplets in five 
dimensions group together sets of 4-dimensional helidty. For exam- 
ple. the graviton in five dimensions has five components. The SO(2) 
of four dimensions is contained in this SO(3) symmetry. and the 4- 
dimensional helicities of the 5-dimensional graviton are 2, 1, 0, - 1, 
and -2. 

Quite generally, the light-cone symmetry that leaves the direction 
of motion of a massless particle unchanged in 1) dimensions is 
SO(/-> - 2 ) ,  and the />-dimensional helicity corresponds to the multi- 
plets (or representations) ofSO( I )  - 2). For example, the graviton 
has D(D - 3)/2 independent degrees of freedom in 11 dimensions; 
thus the graviton in eleven dimensions belongs to a 44-component 
representation of SO(9). The SO(?) of the 4-dimensional helicity is 
inside the SO(9). so the forty-four components of the graviton in 
eleven dimensions carry labels of 4-dimensional helicity as follows: 
one component of helicity 2, seven of helicity 1, twenty-eight of 
helicity 0, seven of helicity -1 and one of helicity -2. (The compo- 
nents of the graviton in eleven din~ensions then correspond to the 
gravilon, seven massless vector bosons, and twenty-eight scalars in 
four dimensions.) 

The analysis for massive particles in D dimensions proceeds in 
exactly the same way, except the helicity symmetry is the one that 
leaves a resting particle at rest. Thus, the massive helicity symmetry 
is SO(Â£ - 1). (For example. SO(3) describes the spin of a massive 
particle in ordinary 4-dimensional space-time.) These results are 
summarized in Fig. 5 of the main text. 

unify all known interactions. 
It turns out that the 4-dimensional fields 

implied by the 1 1 -dimensional gravitational 
field resemble the solution to the 5-dimen- 
sional Kaluza-Klein case, except that the 
gravitational field now corresponds to many 
more 4-dimensional fields. There are meth- 
ods of dimensional reduction for group 
manifolds and coset spaces, and the zero 
modes include a vector boson for each sym- 
metry of the extra dimensions. Thus, in the 
(4 + 7)-dimensional example mentioned 
above, there is a complete set of vector bos- 
ons for the standard model. At first sight this 
model appears to provide an attractive uni- 
fication of all the interactions of the standard 
model; it explains the origins of the local 
symmetries of the standard model as space- 
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time symmetries of gravity in eleven 
dimensions. 

Unfortunately, this 1 1 -dimensional 
Kaluza-Klein theory has some shortcomings. 
Even with the complete freedom consistent 
with quantum field theory to add fermions, it 
cannot account for the parity violation seen 
in the weak neutral-current interactions of 
the electron. witten' has presented very gen- 
eral arguments that no 11-dimensional 
Kaluza-Klein theory will ever give the cor- 
rect electroweak theory. 

Supersymmetry and Gravity in 
Four Dimensions 

We return from our excursion into higher 
dimensions and discuss extending gravity 

not by enlarging the space but rather by 
enlarging the symmetry. The local Poincark 
symmetry of Einstein's gravity implies the 
massless spin-2 graviton; our present goal is 
to extend the Poincare symmetry (without 
increasing the number of dimensions) so that 
additional fields are grouped together with 
the graviton. However, this cannot be 
achieved by an ordinary (Lie group) sym- 
metry: the graviton is the only known 
elementary spin-2 field, and the local sym- 
metries of the standard model are internal 
symmetries that group together particles of 
the same spin. Moreover, gravity has an 
exceptionally weak interaction, so if the 
graviton carries quantum numbers of sym- 
metries similar to those of the standard 
model, it will interact too strongly. We can 
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accommodate these facts if the graviton is a 
singlet under the internal symmetry, but then 
its multiplet in this new symmetry must 
include particles of other spins. Supersym- 
metry2 is capable of fulfilling this require- 
ment. 

Four-Dimensional Supersymmetry. Super- 
symmetry is an extension of the Poincar6 
symmetry, which includes the six Lorentz 
generators M,,,, and four translations Pp The 
Poincare generators are boson operators, so 
they can change the spin components of a 
massive field but not the total spin. The 
simplest version of supersymmetry adds fer- 
mionic generators On to the Poincark gen- 
erators; Qa transforms like a spin-% field 
under Lorentz transformations. (The index a 
is a spinor index.) To satisfy the Pauli ex- 
clusion principle, fermionic operators in 
quantum field theory always satisfy anticom- 
mutation relations, and the supersymmetry 
generators are no exception. In the algebra 
the supersymmetry generators Qn anticom- 
mute to yield a translation 

where Pu is the energy-momentum 4-vector 
and the ytp are matrix elements of the Dirac 
y matrices. 

The significance of the fermionic gen- 
erators is that they change the spin of a state 
or field by Â±\h that is, supersymmetry uni- 
fies bosons and fermions. A multiplet of 
"simple" supersymmetry (a supersymmetry 
with one ferrnionic generator) in four 
dimensions is a pair of particles with spins J 
and J- V2; the supersymmetry generators 
transform bosonic fields into fermionic 
fields and vice versa. The boson and fermion 
components are equal in number in all super- 
symmetry multiplets relevant to particle the- 
ories. 

We can construct larger supersymmetries 
by adding more fermionic generators to the 
Poincar6 symmetry. "N-extended" super- 
symmetry has N fermionic generators. By 
applying each generator to the state of spin J, 

we can lower the helicity up to N times. 
Thus, simple supersymmetry, which lowers 
the helicity just once, is called N = 1 super- 
symmetry. N = 2 supersymmetry can lower 
the helicity twice, and the N == 2 multiplets 
have spins J, J- V2, and J - 1. There are 
twice as many J - l/2 states as J or J - 1, so 
that there are equal numbers of fermionic 
and bosonic states. The N = 2 multiplet is 
made up of two N = 1 multiplets: one with 
spins J and J- V2 and the other with spins 
J- 112 and J- 1. 

In principle, this construction can be ex- 
tended to any N, but in quantum field theory 
there appears to be a limit. There are serious 
difficulties in constructing simple field the- 
ories with spin 5/2 or higher. The largest 
extension with spin 2 or less has N = 8. In N 
= 8 extended supersymmetry, there is one 
state with helicity of 2, eight with 312, 
twenty-eight with 1, fifty-six with 112, sev- 
enty with 0, fifty-six with -112, twenty-eight 
with -1, eight with 312 and one with -2. 
This multiplet with 256 states will play an 
important role in the supersymmetric the- 
ories of gravity or supergravity discussed 
below. Table 2 shows the states of N-ex- 
tended supersymmetry. 

Theories with Supersymmetry. Rather or- 
dinary-looking Lagrangians can have super- 
symmetry. For example, there is a La- 
grangian with simple global supersyrnmetry 
in four dimensions with a single Majorana 
fermion, which has one component with 
helicity +1/2, one with helicity -112, and 
two spinless particles. Thus, there are two 
bosonic and two fermionic degrees of free- 
dom. The supersymmetry not only requires 
the presence of both ferrnions and bosons in 
the Lagrangian but also restricts the types of 
interactions, requires that the mass 
parameters in the multiplet be equal, and 
relates some other parameters in the La- 
grangian that would otherwise be un- 
constrained. 

The model just described, the Wess- 
Zumino model,3 is so simple that it can be 
written down easily in conventional field 
notation. However, more realistic supersym- 

metric Lagrangians take pages to write down. 
We will avoid this enormous complication 
and limit our discussion to the spectra of 
particles in the various theories. 

Although supersymmetry may be an exact 
symmetry of the Lagrangian, it does not ap- 
pear to be a symmetry of the world because 
the known elementary particles do not have 
supersymmetric partners. (The photon and a 
neutrino cannot form a supermultiplet be- 
cause their low-energy interactions are dif- 
ferent.) However, like ordinary symmetries, 
the supersymmetries of the Lagrangian do 
not have to be supersymmetries of the 
vacuum: supersymmetry can be spon- 
taneously broken. The low-energy predic- 
tions of spontaneously broken supersym- 
metric models are discussed in "Supersym- 
metry at 100 GeV." 

Local Supersymmetry and Supergravity. 
There is a curious gap in the spectrum of the 
spin values of the known elementary parti- 
cles. Almost all spins less than or equal to 2 
have significant roles in particle theory: 
spin-1 vector bosons are related to the local 
internal symmetries; the spin-2 graviton 
mediates the gravitational interaction; low- 
mass spin-% fermions dominate low-energy 
phenomenology; and spinless fields provide 
the mechanism for spontaneous symmetry 
breaking. All these fields are crucial to the 
standard model, although there seems to be 
no relation among the fields of different spin. 
A spin of 3/2 is not required phenomenologi- 
cally and is missing from the list. If the 
supersymmetry is made local, the resulting 
theory is supergravity, and the spin-2 gravi- 
ton is accompanied by a b'gravitinoyy with 
spin 312. 

Local supersymmetry can be imposed on a 
theory in a fashion formally similar to the 
local symmetries of the standard model, ex- 
cept for the additional complications due to 
the fact that supersymmetry is a space-time 
symmetry. Extra gauge fields are required to 
compensate for derivatives of the space- 
timedependent parameters, so, just as for 
ordinary symmetries, there is a gauge particle 
corresponding to each independent super- 
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symmetry transformation. However, the 
gauge particles associated with the supersym- 
metry generators must be ferrnions. Just as 
the graviton has spin 2 and is associated with 
the local translational symmetry, the gravi- 
tino has spin 312 and gauges the local super- 
symmetry. The graviton and gravitino form 
a simple (N = 1) supersymmetry multiplet. 
This theory is called simple supergravity and 
is interesting because it succeeds in unifying 
the graviton with another field. 

The Lagrangian of simple supergravity4 is 
an extension of Einstein's Lagrangian, and 
one recovers Einstein's theory when the 
gravitational interactions of the gravitino are 
ignored. This model must be generalized to a 
more realistic theory with vector bosons, 
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spin-% ferrnions, and spinless fields to be of 
much use in particle theory. 

The generalization is to Lagrangians with 
extended local supersymmetry, where the 
largest spin is 2. The extension is extremely 
complicated. Nevertheless, without much 
work we can surmise some features of the 
extended theory. Table 2 shows the spectrum 
of particles in N-extended supergravity. 

We start here with the largest extended 
supersymmetry and investigate whether it 
includes the electroweak and strong interac- 
tions. In N = 8 extended supergravity the 
spectrum is just the N = 8 supersymmetric 
multiplet of 256 helicity states discussed 
before. The massless particles formed from 
these states include one graviton, eight gravi- 

tinos, twenty-eight vector bosons, fifty-six 
fermions, and seventy spinless fields. 

N= 8 supergravity5 is an intriguing theory. 
(Actually, several different N = 8 super- 
gravity Lagrangians can be constructed.) It 
has a remarkable set of internal symmetries, 
and the choice of theory depends on which of 
these symmetries have gauge particles as- 
sociated with them. Nevertheless, super- 
gravity theories are highly constrained and 
we can look for the standard model in each. 
We single out one of the most promising 
versions of the theory, describe its spectrum, 
and then indicate how close it comes to 
unifying the electroweak, strong, and gravita- 
tional interactions. 

In the N = 8 supergravity of de Wit- 
Nicolai theory6 the twenty-eight vector bos- 
ons gauge an SO(8) symmetry found by 
Cremmer and ~ u l i a . ~  Since the standard 
model needs just twelve vector bosons, 
twenty-eight would appear to be plenty. In 
the fermion sector, the eight gravitinos must 
have fairly large masses in order to have 
escaped detection. Thus, the local supersym- 
metry must be broken, and the gravitinos 
acquire masses by absorbing eight spin-% 
fermions. This leaves 56 - 8 = 48 spin-% 
fermion fields. For the quarks and leptons in 
the standard model, we need forty-five fields, 
so this number also is sufficient. 

The next question is whether the quantum 
numbers of SO(8) correspond to the elec- 
troweak and strong quantum numbers and 
the spin4" ferrnions to quarks and leptons. 
This is where the problems start: if we 
separate an SU(3) out of the SO(8) for QCD, 
then the only other independent interactions 
are two local phase symmetries of U(1) X 
U(l), which is not large enough to include 
the SU(2) X U(l) of the electroweak theory. 
The rest of the SO(8) currents mix the SU(3) 
and the two U(l)'s. Moreover, many of the 
fifty-six spin-Y~ fermion states (or forty-eight 
if the gravitinos are massive) have the wrong 
SU(3) quantum numbers to be quarks and 
leptons.' Finally, even if the quantum 
numbers for QCD were right and the elec- 
troweak local symmetry were present, the 
weak interactions could still not be ac- 
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counted for. No mechanism in this theory 
can guarantee the almost purely axial weak 
neutral current of the electron. Thus this 
interpretation of N = 8 supergravity cannot 
be the ultimate theory. Nevertheless, this is a 
model of unification, although it gave the 
wrong sets of interactions and particles. 

Perhaps the 256 fields do not correspond 
directly to the observable panicles, but we 
need a more sophisticated analysis to find 
them. For example, there is a "hidden" local 
SU(8) symmetry, independent of the gauged 
SO(8) mentioned above, that could easily 
contain the electroweak and strong interac- 
tions. It is hidden in the sense that the La- 
grangian does not contain the kinetic energy 
terms for the sixty-three vector bosons of 
SU(8). These sixty-three vector bosons are 
composites of the elementary supergravity 
fields, and it is possible that the quantum 
corrections will generate kinetic energy 
terms. Then the fields in the Lagrangian do 
not correspond to physical particles; instead 
the photon, electron, quarks, and so on, 
which look elementary on a distance scale of 
present experiments, are composite. Un- 
fortunately, it has not been possible to work 
out a logical derivation of this kind of result 
for N = 8 supergravitye8 

In summary, N = 8 supergravity may be 
correct, but we cannot see how the standard 
model follows from the Lagrangian. The 
basic fields seem rich enough in structure to 
account for the known interactions, but in 
detail they do not look exactly like the real 
world. Whether N = 8 supergravity is the 
wrong theory, or is the correct theory and we 
simply do not know how to interpret it, is not 
yet known. 

Supergravity in Eleven 
Dimensions 

The apparent phenomenological short- 
comings of N = 8 supergravity have been 
known for some time, but its basic mathe- 
matical structure is so appealing that many 
theorists continue to work on it in hope that 

some variant will give the electroweak and 
strong interactions. One particularly interest- 
ing development is the generalization of N = 

8 supergravity in four dimensions to simple 
(N = 1) supergravity in eleven  dimension^.^ 
This generalization combines the ideas of 
Kaluza-Klein theories with supersymmetry. 

The formulation and dimensional reduc- 
tion of simple supergravity in eleven 
dimensions requires most of the ideas al- 
ready described. First we find the fields of l l - 
dimensional supergravity that correspond to 
the graviton and gravitino fields in four 
dimensions. Then we describe the compo- 
nents of each of the 1 1-dimensional fields. 
Finally, we use the harmonic expansion on 
the extra seven dimensions to identify the 
zero modes and pyrgons. For a certain 
geometry of the extra dimensions, the 
dimensionally reduced, 1 1 -dimensional 
supergravity without pyrgons is N = 8 super- 
gravity in four dimensions; for other 
geometries we find new theories. We now 
look at each of these steps in more detail. 

In constructing the 1 ldimensional fields, 
we begin by recalling that the helicity sym- 
metry of a massless particle is SO(9) and the 
spin components are classified by the multi- 
plets of SO(9). The multiplets of SO(9) are 
either fermionic or bosonic, which means 
that all the four-dimensional helicities are 
either integers (bosonic) or half-odd integers 
(fermionic) for all the components in a single 
multiplet. The generators independent of the 
SO(2) form an S0(7), which is the Lorentz 
group for the extra seven dimensions. Thus, 
the SO(9) multiplets can be expressed in 
terms of a sum of multiplets of SO(7) X 
S0(2), which makes it possible to reduce 1 1- 
dimensional spin to 4-dimensional spin. 

The fields of 1 1-dimensional, N = 1 super- 
gravity must contain the graviton and gravi- 
tino in four dimensions. We have already 
mentioned in the sidebar that the graviton in 
eleven dimensions has forty-four bosonic 
components. The smallest SO(9) multiplet of 
1 1-dimensional spin that yields a helicity of 
3/2 in four dimensions for the gravitinos has 
128 components, eight components with 
helicity 312, fifty-six with 1/2, fifty-six with 

-112, and eight with -312. Since by super- 
symmetry the number of fermionic states is 
equal to the number ofbosonic states, eighty- 
four bosonic components remain. It turns 
out that there is a single 1 1-dimensional spin 
with eighty-four components, and it is just 
the field needed to complete the N = 1 super- 
symmetry multiplet in eleven dimensions. 

Thus, we have recovered the 256 compo- 
nents of N = 8 supergravity in terms of just 
three fields in eleven dimensions (see Table 
3). The Lagrangian is much simpler in eleven 
dimensions than it is in four dimensions. 
The three fields are related to one another by 
supersymmetry transformations that are 
very similar to the simple supersymmetry 
transformations in four dimensions. Thus, in 
many ways the 1 1-dimensional theory is no 
more complicated than simple supergravity 
in four dimensions. 

The dimensional reduction of the 1 1 -di- 
mensional supergravity, where the extra 
dimensions are a 7-torus, gives one version 
of N =  8 supergravity in four dimensions. In 
this case each of the components is expanded 
in a sevenfold Fourier series, one series for 
each dimension just as in Eq. 1 in the side- 
bar, except that ny is replaced by Sniyi. The 
dimensional reduction consists of keeping 
only those fields that do not depend on any 
yi, that is, just the 4-dimensional fields cor- 
responding to n, = n-} = . . . = ny = 0. Thus, 
there is one zero mode (massless field in four 
dimensions) for each component. The 
pyrgons are the 4-dimensional fields with 
any ni # 0, and these are omitted in the 
dimensional reduction. 

The 11-dimensional theory has a simple 
Lagrangian, whereas the 4-dimensional, N = 

8 Lagrangian takes pages to write down. In 
fact the N = 8 Lagrangian was first derived in 
this way.' It is easy to be impressed by a 
formalism in which everything looks simple. 
This is the first of several reasons to take 
seriously the proposal that the extra 
dimensions might be physical, not just a 
mathematical trick. 

The seven extra dimensions of the 11- 
dimensional theory must be wound up into a 
little ball in order to escape detection. The 
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case described above assumes that the little 
ball is a 7-torus, which is the group manifold 
made of the product of seven phase sym- 
metries. As a Kaluza-Klein theory, the seven 
vector bosons in the graviton (Table 3) gauge 
these seven symmetries. Since the twenty- 
eight vector bosons of N= 8 supergravity can 
be the gauge fields for a local S0(8), it is 
interesting to see if we can redo the dimen- 
sional reduction so that 1 1-dimensional 
supergravity is a Kaluza-Klein theory for 
SO@), the de Wit-Nicolai theory. Indeed, 
this is possible. If the extra dimensions are 
assumed to be the 7-sphere, which is the 
coset space SO(8)/SO(7), the vector bosons 
do gauge ~0(8). '* This is, perhaps, the ul- 
timate Kaluza-Klein theory, although it does 
not contain the standard model. The main 
difference between the 7-torus and coset 
spaces is that for coset spaces there is not 
necessarily a one-to-one correspondence be- 
tween components and zero modes. Some 
components may have several zero modes, 
while others have none (recall Fig. 5). 

There are other manifolds that solve the 
11-dimensional supergravity equations, al- 
though we do not describe them here. The 
internal local symmetries are just those of the 
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extra dimensions, and the fermions and bos- 
ons are unified by supersymmetry. Thus, 1 1- 
dimensional supergravity can be dimen- 
sionally reduced to one of several different 4- 
dimensional supergravity theories, and we 
can search through these theories for one that 
contains the standard model. Unfortunately, 
they all suffer phenomenological shortcom- 
ings. 

Eleven-dimensional supergravity contains 
an additional error. In the solution where the 
seven extra dimensions are wound up in a 
little ball, our 4-dimensional world gets just 
as compacted: the cosmological constant is 
about 120 orders of magnitude larger than is 
observed experimentally. This is the cos- 
mological constant problem at its worst. Its 
solution may be a major breakthrough in the 
search for unification with gravity. Mean- 
while, it would appear that supergravity has 
given us the worst prediction in the history of 
modem physics! 

Superstrings 

In view of its shortcomings, supergravity 
is apparently not the unified theory of all 

elementary particle interactions. In many 
ways it is close to solving the problem, but a 
theory that is correct in all respects has not 
been found. The weak interactions are not 
exactly right nor is the list of spin-Vz fer- 
mions. There seems to be no good reason 
that the cosmological constant should be 
nearly or exactly zero as observed ex- 
perimentally. The issue of the renormal- 
izability of the quantum theory of gravity 
also remains unsolved. Supergravity im- 
proves the quantum structure of the theory 
in that the unwanted infinities are not as bad 
as in Einstein's theory with matter, but 
troubles still appear. Newton's constant is a 
fundamental parameter in the theory, and 4- 
fermion terms similar to those in Fermi's 
weak interaction theory are still present. In N 
= 8 supergravity, which is the best case, the 
perturbation solution to the quantum field 
theory is expected to break down eventually. 

In spite of these difficulties we have 
reasons to be optimistic that supergravity is 
on the right track. It does unify gravity with 
some interactions and is almost a consistent 
quantum field theory. The line of generaliza- 
tion followed so far has led to theories that 
are enormous improvements, in a mathe- 
matical sense, over Einstein's gravity. It 
would seem reasonable to look for gen- 
eralizations beyond supergravity. 

Superstring theories may answer some of 
these questions. Just as the progress of super- 
gravity was based on the systematic addition 
of fields to Einstein's gravity, superstring 
theory can also be viewed in terms of the 
systematic addition of fields to supergravity. 
Although the formulation of superstring the- 
ory looks quite different from the formula- 
tion of supergravity, this may be partially 
due to its historical origin. 

Superstring theories were born from an 
early effort to find a theory of the strong 
interactions. They began as a very efficient 
means of understanding the long list of 
hadronic resonances. In particular, hadrons 
of high spin have been identified experimen- 
tally. It is interesting that sets of hadrons of 
different spins but the same internal quan- 
tum numbers can be grouped together into 
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"Regge trajectories." Figure 6 shows exam- 
ples of Reage trajectories (plots of spin versus 
mass-squared) for the fust few states of the A 
and N resonances; these resonances for 
hadrons of different spins fall along nearly 
straight tines. Such sequences appear to be 
general phenomena, and so, in the '60s and 
early ' 7 0 ~ ~  a great effort was made to in- 
corporate these results directly into a theory. 
The basic idea was to build a set of hadron 
amplitudes with rising Regge trajectories 
that satisfied several important constraints 
of quantum field theory, such as Lorentz 
invariance, crossing symmetry, the correct 
analytic properties, and factorization ofreso- 
n@aice;-pole residues.t2 Although the theory 
was a prescription for calculating the 
amplitudes9 these ~onstraints are true of 
quantum field theory and are necessary for 
the theory to make sense. 

The constraints of field theory proved to 
be too much for this theory of hadrons. 
Something always went m g .  Some the- 
ories predicted particles with imaginary mass 
(tachyons) or particles produced with 
nwtive probability (ghosts), which could 
not be interpreted. Several theodes bad no 
logical difficulties, but they did not look like 
hadron theories. First of all, the consistency 
requirements forced them to be in ten 
dimensions rather than four. Moreover, they 
predicted massless particles with a spin of 2; 
no hadrons of this sort exist. These original 
superstring theories did not succeed in de- 
scribing hadrons in any detail, but the solti- 
tion of Q-CD may still be similar to one of  
them. 

In 1974 Scherk and %hwar@ noted that 
the quantum amplitudes for the scattering of 
the massless spin-2 states in the supershg 
are the same as mviton-gravhon scattering 
in the simplest approximation of Einstein^s 
theory. They then boldly proposed throwing 
out the hadmnic interpretation of the super- 
string and reinterpreting it as a fundamental 
theory of elementary particle interactions. It 
was easily found that superstruigs are closely 
related to supergravity, since the states fall 
into supersymmetry multiplets and itiassiess 
spin4 particles are re~uired. l4 

n 

Fig. 6. Regp im#ectories in hadron physics. The neutron andproton (ff(93S)) lie 
on a linearly rising Regge trajectory with other isospin-Va states: the N(1680) of 

5/& the Nf2220) of spin 9/2, and so on* This fact can be interpreted as meaning 
that the N(1680), for example, looks fifo a nacleun except HIM the marks are b em 
F wave father than a P woven SimiZwly the h0@n-3/2 A resonance at 1232 MeV 
lies on a trajectory with other isospin-3/2 states of spins 7~ JIB, 15/2, and so on. 
The slept of tin hadruaic Regge trajectories is approximately (I Gev/~1)'~. The 
slope o f  the superstring trajectories must be much smaller 

The theoretical development of super- 
strings is not yet complete, and it is not 
possible to determine whether they will fi- 
nally yield the truly unified theory of all 
interactions. They are the subject of intense 
research today. Our plan here is to present a 
qualitative description of superstrings and 
then to discuss the types and particle spectra 
of superstring theories. 

Recent formulations of superstring the- 
ories are generalizations of quantum field 

theory.'' The fields of an ordinary field the- 
ory, such as supergravity, depend on the 
space-time point at which the field is 
evaluated. The fields of superstring theory 
depend on paths in space-time. At each mo- 
ment in time, the string traces out a path in 
space, and as time advances, the string 
propagates through space forming a surface 
called the "world sheet." Strings can be 
closed, like a rubber band, or open, like a 
broken rubber band. Theories of both types 
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are promising, but the graviton is always were numbers that satisfied the rules of or- 
associated with closed strings. dinary arithmetic. Yet another extension of 

Before analyzing the motion of a super- space-time, which is useful in supergravity 
string, we must return to a discussion of and crucial in superstring theory, is the addi- 
space-time. Previously, we described ex- tion to space-time of "supercoordinates" 
tensions of space-time to more than four that do not satisfy the rules of ordinary arith- 
dimensions. In all those cases coordinates metic. Instead, two supercoordinates On and 

ea satisfy anticommutation relations OaQa + 
Opea= 0, and consequently 9(fta (with no sum 
on a) = 0. Spaces with this kind of additional 
coordinate are called superspaces. 

At first encounter superspaces may appear 
to be somewhat silly constructions. Never- 
theless, much of the apparatus of differential 
geometry of manifolds can be extended to 
superspaces, so applications in physics may 
exist. It is possible to define fields that de- 
pend on the coordinates of a superspace. 
Rather naturally, such fields are called super- 
fields. 

Let us apply this idea to supergravity, 
which is a field theory of both fermionic and 
bosonic fields. The supergravity fields can be 
further unified if they are written as a smaller 
number of superfields. Supergravity La- 
grangians can then be written in terms of 
superfields; the earlier formulations are re- 
covered by expanding the superfields in a 
power series in the supercoordinates. The 
anticommutation rule Onea = 0 leads to a 
finite number of ordinary fields in this ex- 
pansion. 

The motion of a superstring is described 
by the motion of each space-time coordinate 
and supercoordinate along the string; thus 
the motion of the string traces out a "world 
sheet" in superspace. The full theory de- 
scribes the motions and interactions of 
superstrings. In particular, Fig. 7 shows the 
basic form of the three closed superstring 
interactions. All other interactions of closed 
strings can be built up out of this one kind of 
interaction. l 5  Needless to say, the existence 
of only one kind of fundamental interaction 
would severely restrict theories with only 
closed strings. 

There is a direct connection between the 
quantum-mechanical states of the string and 
the elementary particle fields of the theory. 
The string, whether it is closed or open, is 
under tension. Whatever its source, this ten- 
sion, rather than Newton's constant, defines 
the basic energy scale of the theory. To first 
approximation each point on the string has a 
force on it depending on this tension and the 
relative displacement between it and 
neighboring points on the string. The prob- 

LOS ALAMOS SCIENCE Sumrner/Fall1984 



lem of unravelling this infinite number of 
harmonic oscillators is one of the most 
famous problems of physics. The amplitudes 
of the Fourier expansion of the string dis- 
placement decouple the infinite set of har- 
monic oscillators into independent Fourier 
modes. These Fourier modes then cor- 
respond to the elementary-particle fields. 
The quantum-mechanical ground state of 
this infinite set of oscillators corresponds to 
the fields of 1 0-dimensional supergravity. 
Ten space-time dimensions are necessary to 
avoid tachyons and ghosts. The excited 
modes of the superstring then correspond to 
the new fields being added to supergravity. 

The harmonic oscillator in three 
dimensions can provide insight into the 
qualitative features of the superstring. The 
maximum value of the spin of a state of the 
harmonic oscillator increases with the level 
of the excitation. Moreover, the energy 
necessary to reach a given level increases as 
the spring constant is increased. The super- 
string is similar. The higher the excitation of 
the string, the higher are the possible spin 
values (now in ten dimensions). The larger 

the string tension, the more massive are the 
states of an excited level. 

The consistency requirements restrict 
superstring theories to two types. Type I 
theories have 10-dimensional N = 1 super- 
symmetry and include both closed and open 
strings and five kinds of string interactions. 
Nothing more will be said here about Type I 
theories, although they are extremely inter- 
esting (see Refs. 14 and 15). 

Type I1 theories have N = 2 supersym- 
metry in ten dimensions and accommodate 
closed strings only. There are two N = 2 
supersymmetry multiplets in ten dimen- 
sions, and each corresponds to a Type I1 
superstring theory. We will now describe 
these two superstring theories. 

The Type IIA ground-state spectrum is the 
one that can be derived by dimensional re- 
duction of simple supergravity in eleven 
dimensions to N = 2 supergravity in ten 
dimensions. Thus, if we continue to reduce 
from ten to four dimensions with the 
hypothesis that the extra six dimensions 
form a 6-torus, we will obtain N = 8 super- 
gravity in four dimensions. The superstring 

theory adds both pyrgons and Regge recur- 
rences to the 256 N = 8 supergravity fields, 
but it has been possible (and often simpler) 
to investigate several aspects of supergravity 
directly from the superstring theory. 

The classification of the excited 1 O-dimen- 
sional string states (or elementary fields of 
the theory) is complicated by the description 
of spin in ten dimensions. However, the 
analysis does not differ conceptually from 
the analysis of spin for 11-dimensional 
supergravity. The massless states, which 
form the ground state of the superstring, are 
classified by multiplets of SO@), and the 
excitations of the string are massive fields in 
ten dimensions that belong to multiplets of 
SO(9). The ground-state fields of the Type 
IIA superstring are found in Table 4. 

The Type IIB ground-state fields cannot 
be derived from 1 1 dimensional super- 
gravity. Instead the theory has a useful phase 
symmetry in ten dimensions. The fields 
listed as occurring twice in Table 4 carry 
nonzero values of the quantum number as- 
sociated with U(1). So far, the main applica- 
tion of the U(l) symmetry has been the 
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Fig. 8. The ground state and first Regge recurrence of fermionic states in the 10- 
dimensional Type IIB superstring theory. There are a total of 256fermionic and 
bosonic states in the ground state. (The 56s contains the gravitino.) The first 
excited states contain 65,536 component fields. Haifof these are fermions. (Each 
representation of the fermions shown above appears twice.) 

derivation of the equations of motion for the 
ground-state fie1ds.l7 It will certainly have a 
crucial role in the future understanding of 
Type IIB superstrings. 

The quantum-mechanical excitations of 
the superstring correspond to the Regge re- 
currences, which are massive in ten 
dimensions; they belong to multiplets of 
SO(9). Thus, it is possible to fill in a diagram 
similar to Fig. 6, although the huge number 
of states makes the results look complicated. 
We give a few results to illustrate the 
method. 

The sets of Regge recurrences in Type 1 1 .  
and IIB are identical. In Figure 8 we show the 
first recurrence of the ferrnion trajectories. 
(Note that only one-half of the 32,768 fer- 

mionic states of this mode are shown. The 
boson states are even messier.) The first ex- 
cited level has a total of 65,536 states, and the 
next two excited levels have 5,308,416 and 
235,929,600 states, respectively, counting 
both fermions and bosons. (Particle 
physicists seem to show little embarrassment 
these days over adding a few fields to a 
theory!) 

The component fields in ten dimensions 
can now be expanded into 4-dimensional 
fields as was done in supergravity. Besides 
the zero modes and pyrgons associated with 
the ground states, there will be infinite lad- 
ders of pyrgon fields associated with each of 
the fields of the excited levels of the super- 
string. 
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upersymmetry s 
Invented about ten 

is a symmetry that connects particles of integral and half-integral spin. 
years ago by physicists in Europe and the Soviet Union, supersymmetry 

was immediately recognized as having amazing dynamical properties. In particular, 
this symmetry provides a rational framework for unifying all the known forces between 

elementary particles-the strong, weak, electromagnetic, and gravitational. Indeed, it 
may also unify the separate concepts of matter and force into one comprehensive 
framework. 

In the supersymmetric world depicted here, each boson pairs with a fermion partner, 





There are two types of symmetries in 
nature: external (or space-time) symmetries 
and internal symmetries. Examples of inter- 
nal symmetries are the symmetry of isotopic 
spin that identifies related energy levels of 
the nucleons (protons and neutrons) and the 
more encompassing SU(3) X SU(2) X U(1) 
symmetry of the standard model (see "Par- 
ticle Physics and the Standard Model"). 
Operations with these symmetries do not 
change the space-time properties of a par- 
ticle. 

External symmetries include translation 
invariance and invariance under the Lorentz 
transformations. Lorentz transformations, 
in turn, include rotations as well as the 
special Lorentz transformations, that is, a 
"boost" or a change in the velocity of the 
frame of reference. 

Each symmetry defines a particular opera- 
tion that does not affect the result of any 
experiment. An example of a spatial transla- 
tion is to, say, move our laboratory (ac- 
celerators and all) from Chicago to New 
Mexico. We are, of course, not surprised that 
the result of any experiment is unaffected by 
the move, and we say that our system is 
translationally invariant. Rotational in- 
variance is similarly defined with respect to 
rotating our apparatus about any axis. In- 
variance under a special Lorentz transforma- 
tion corresponds to finding our results un- 
changed when our laboratory, at rest in our 
reference frame, is replaced by one moving at 
a constant velocity. 

Corresponding to each symmetry opera- 
tion is a quantity that is conserved. Energy 
and momentum are conserved because of 
time and space-translational invariance, re- 
spectively. The energy of a particle at rest is 
its mass (E = me2). Mass is thus an intrinsic 
property of a particle that is conserved be- 
cause of invariance of our system under 
space-time translations. 

Spin. Angular momentum conservation is a 
result of Lorentz invariance (both rotational 
and special). Orbital angular momentum re- 
fers to the angular momentum of a particle in 
motion, whereas the intrinsic angular 

momentum of a particle (remaining even at 
rest) is called spin. (Particle spin is an ex- 
ternal symmetry, whereas isotopic spin, 
which is not based on Lorentz invariance, is 
not.) 

In quantum mechanics spin comes in inte- 
gral or half-integral multiples of a fundamen- 
tal unit h (h = h/2n where A is Planck's 
constant). (Orbital angular momentum only 
comes in integral multiples of h.) Particles 
with integral values of spin (0, h, 2 h, . . .) are 
called bosons, and those with half-integral 
spins (h/2, 3h/2, 5 h/2, . . .) are called fer- 
mions. Photons (spin l), gravitons (spin 2), 
and pions (spin 0) are examples of bosons. 
Electrons, neutrinos, quarks, protons, and 
neutrons-the particles that make up or- 
dinary matter-are all spin-% fermions. 

The conservation laws, such as those of 
energy, momentum, or angular momentum, 
are very useful concepts in physics. The fol- 
lowing example dealing with spin and the 
conservation of angular momentum 
provides one small bit of insight into their 
utility. 

In the process of beta decay, a neutron 
decays into a proton, an electron, and an 
antineutrino. The antineutrino is massless 
(or very close to being massless), has no 
charge, and interacts only very weakly with 
other particles. In short, it is practically in- 
visible, and for many years beta decay was 
thought to be simply 

However, angular momentum is not con- 
served in this process since it is not possible 
for the initial angular momentum (spin 112 
for the neutron) to equal the final total 
angular momentum (spin 112 for the proton 
Â spin 112 for the electron Â an integral value 
for the orbital angular momentum). As a 
result, W. Pauli predicted that the neutrino 
must exist because its half-integral spin 
restores conservation of angular momentum 
to beta decay. 

There is a dramatic difference between the 
behavior of the two groups of spin-classified 
particles, the bosons and the fermions. This 

difference is clarified in the so-called spin- 
statistics theorem that states that bosons 
must satisfy commutation relations (the 
quantum mechanical wave function is sym- 
metric under the interchange of identical 
bosons) and that fermions must satisfy anti- 
commutation relations (antisymmetric wave 
functions). The ramification of this simple 
statement is that an indefinite number of 
bosons can exist in thF same place at the 
same time, whereas only one fermion can be 
in any given place at a given time (Fig. I). 
Hence "matter" (for example, atoms) is 
made of fermions. Clearly, if you can't put 
more than one in any given place at a time, 
then they must take up space. If they are also 
observable in some way, then this is exactly 
our concept of matter. Bosons, on the other 
hand, are associated with "forces." For ex- 
ample, a large number of photons in the 
same place form a macroscopically ob- 
servable electromagnetic field that affects 
charged particles. 

Supersymmetry. The fundamental prop- 
erty of supersymmetry is that it is a space- 
time symmetry. A supersymmetry operation 
alters particle spin in half-integral jumps, 
changing bosons into fermions and vice 
versa. Thus supersymmetry is the first sym- 
metry that can unify matter and force, the 
basic attributes of nature. 

If supersymmetry is an exact symmetry in 
nature, then for every boson of a given mass 
there exists a fermion of the same mass and 
vice versa; for example, for the electron there 
should be a scalar electron (selection), for the 
neutrino, a scalar neutrino (sneutrino), for 
quarks, scalar quarks (squarks), and so forth. 
Since no such degeneracies have been ob- 
served, supersymmetry cannot be an exact 
symmetry of nature. However, it might be a 
symmetry that is inexact or broken. If so, it 
can be broken in either of two inequivalent 
ways: explicit supersymmetry breaking in 
which the Lagrangian contains explicit terms 
that are not supersymmetric, or spontaneous 
supersymmetry breaking in which the La- 
grangian is supersymmetric but the vacuum 
is not (spontaneous symmetry breaking is 
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Fix, L (a) An examp& of a symmetric waifefunction for apuir ofbosons and 0 M 

explained in Notes 3 and 6 of "Lecture 
Notes-From Simple Field Theories to the 
Standard Model"). Either way will lift the 
boson-fermion degeneracy, but the latter way 
will introduce (in a somewhat analogous way 
to the Higgs boson of weak-interaction sym- 
metry breaking) a new particle, the Gold- 
None fermion. (We develop mathematically 
some of the ideas of this paragraph in 
"Supersymmetry and Quantum Mechan- 
ics".) 

A question of extreme importance is the 
scale of supersymmetry breaking. This scale 
can be characterized in terms of the so-called 
supergap, the mass splitting between fer- 
mions and their bosonic partners (ti2 = ~i - 
M$). Does one expect this scale to be of the 
order of the weak scale (- 100 GeV), or is it 
much larger? We will discuss the first 
possiblity at length because if supersym- 
metry is broken on a scale of order 100 GeV 
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Supersymmetry e 

t,̂  . a>- in 
Quantum Mechanics 

and back 

The BtorBMJBie Oscillater. In ordter to illustrate ?ws e<Ã $̂eQa&nc 
5fEqs. t through 3, we first need to review the j~uantaia-~tecbanical 
trameat of the harmonic oscillator. 

The Hamibtuan for this system is 







assail 

First we may add a small symmetry breaking term to the Hamilto- 
aian, that is, H - H + s/f where e is a small parameter and 

bat the ground state does no$, 

by "eating" the goldstino (here Gy is Newton's gravitatioaal constant 
aad Ass is the vacuum expectation of m e  field that W~taaeously 
bteafes supersymmetry). 

Thus, if the i<teas of supersymmetry are correct, there is an 
underlying symmetry connecting bosons aad fernmions that is **W- 
den" in nature by spontaneous symmetry breaking. B 
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tions. Many workers in the field are, how- 
ever, still pursuing these elegant notions. 

Recently a third motivation for supersym- 
metry has been suggested. I shall describe the 
motivation and then discuss its expected 
consequences. 

For many years Dirac focused attention on 
the "problem of large numbers" or, more 
recently, the "hierarchy problem." There are 
many extremely large numbers that appear 
in physics and for which we currently have 
no good understanding of their origin. One 
such large number is the ratio of the gravita- 
tional and weak-interaction mass scales 
mentioned earlier (MpdMw - 10"). 

The gravitational force between two parti- 
cles is proportional to the product of the 
energy (or mass if the particles are at rest) of 
the two particles times GN. Thus, since GN a 
1 / ~ $ ,  the force between two W bosons at 
rest is proportional to M ~ / M &  - 1 o - ~ ~ .  This 
is to be compared to the electric force be- 
tween W bosons, which is proportional to a 
= e2/(4nhc) - l o 2 ,  where e is the elec- 
tromagnetic coupling constant. Hence gravi- 
tational interactions between all known 
elementary particles are, at observable 
energies, at least 1 032 times weaker than their 
electromagnetic interactions. 

The key word is observable, for if we could 
imagine reaching an energy of order ~ ~ ~ c ~ ,  
then the gravitational interactions would be- 
come quite strong. In other words, gravita- 
tionally bound states can be formed, in prin- 
ciple, with mass of order Mpl - 1019 GeV. 
The Planck scale might thus be associated 
with particles, as yet unobserved, that have 
strong gravitational interactions. 

At a somewhat lower energy, we also have 
the grand unification scale (MG - 1015 GeV 
or greater), another very large scale with 
similar theoretical significance. New parti- 
cles and interactions are expected to become 
important at MG. 

In either case, should these new 
phenomena exist, we are faced with the ques- 
tion of why there are two such diverse scales, 
Mw and MpI (or MG), in nature. 

The problem is exacerbated in the context 
of the standard model. In this mathematical 

Fig. 2. If An (left) represents a perturbative mass correction for an ordinary particle 
H due to the creation of a virtual photon y, then a supersymmetry rotation of the 
central region of the diagram will generate a second mass correction A, (right) 
involving the supersymmetric partners H and the photino y. If supersymmetry is an 
exact symmetry, then the total mass correction is zero. 

framework, the W boson has a nonzero mass 
Mw because of spontaneous symmetry 
breaking and the existence of the scalar par- 
tide called the Higgs boson. Moreover, the 
mass of the W and the mass of the Higgs 
particle must be approximately equal. Un- 
fortunately scalar masses are typically ex- 
tremely sensitive to the details of the theory 
at very high energies. In particular, when one 
calculates quantum mechanical corrections 
to the Higgs mass p . ~  in perturbation theory, 
one finds 

where 

In these equations u.& is the zeroth order 
value of the Higgs boson mass, which can be 

zero, and is the perturbative correction. 
The parameter a is a generic coupling con- 
stant connecting the low mass states of order 
Mw and the heavy states of order Mlarge, that 
is, the largest mass scale in the theory. For 
example, some of the theorized particles with 
mass Mpl or MG will have electric charge and 
interact with known particles. In this case, a 
= e2/4nhc, a measure of the electromagnetic 
coupling. Clearly u.n is naturally very large 
here and not approximately equal to the 
mass of the W. 

Supersymmetry can ameliorate the prob- 
lem because, in such theories, scalar particles 
are no longer sensitive to the details at high 
energies. As a result of miraculous cancella- 
tions, one finds 

This happens in the following way (Fig. 2). 
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Table 1 

For each ordinary mass correction, there will 
be a second mass correction related to the 
first by a supersymmetry rotation (the sym- 
metry operation changes the virtual particles 
of the ordinary correction into their cor- 
responding supersymmetric partners). Al- 
though each correction separately is propor- 
tional to a M&~, the sum of the two correc- 
tions is given by Eq. 3. In this case, if & = 0, 
then p . ~  = 0 and will remain zero to all orders 
in perturbation theory as long as supersym- 
metry remains unbroken. Hence supersym- 
metry is a symmetry that prevents scalars 
from getting "large" masses, and one can 
even imagine a limit in which scalar masses 
vanish. Under these conditions we say 
scalars are "naturally" light. 

How then do we obtain the spontaneous 
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breaking of the weak interactions and a W 
boson mass? We remarked that supersym- 
metry cannot be an exact symmetry of 
nature; it must be broken. Once supersym- 
metry is broken, the perturbative correction 
(Eq. 3) is replaced by 

where Ass is the scale of supersymmetry 
breaking. If supersymmetry is broken spon- 
taneously, then Ass is not sensitive to Mlaiw 
and could thus have a value that is much less 
than Miam This correction to the Higgs 
boson mass can then result in a spontaneous 
breaking of the weak interactions, with the 
standard mechanism, at a scale of order Ass 

l a r g e  

The PW@eI(Â¤S We've diseased a bit of the 
motivation for supersymmjErtry. Now let*@ 
dê eribe the m.siaqqences of the minimal 
mpersynun-etw extensi~n of the standard 
model, that is, thepartieles. their masses* and 
their interaetiems. 
The m&le spectrum is literally doubled 

(Table 1). Far every sM-% quark or lenton 
there h a spin-0 scalar partner {squatrk or 
siepton) with the same quantum numbers 
under the SU(3) X SU(2) X U{1) gauge ifflfew- 
actions. (We show only the first family of 
quarks and leptons ia Table 1 ; the @(her two 
fanUKes include the s, c. &, asd t quarks, and, 
f ir leptoas, the muen and tau a d  their 
associated neutnjaios.1 

The spin4 gauge bosom (thfe photon *f, the 
w âk interaction batons W* and Z @  and 
the gluons g) have mitt-% fermiomc partners, 
called ga-ugi-nos. 
Likewise, the spin4 Eggs hsoa, respan- 

able tar- the spontaneous syttinafitry breaking 
of the wsak ititeracti6n should have as@-% 
fennionic partner, called a Higgstaa. Ekw- 
ever, we have included two sets of weak 

s, denoted Â and & 
Hi&@ bosom and four 

Although only one weak doublet 
of Hi@  ̂ bornas is required for ths weak 
breakins ofthe scaadard model, a consistent 
su=rsyttimetry theory reqtrfres the two sets^ 
As a result (unlite the standard model, which 
prdicte one nattal ffiggs bosoa), supeisym- 
metry pmdicfe that we sfcould observe two 
c k g d  and three ~ienffal H i  bornas. 

F W y ,  other particles, related to sym- 
metry breaking and to gravity, &houM be 
introduced. For a global supenyameitly, 
tfaese  arti ides wffl be a massla& spin-% 
Gol<fetino and its @n-0 partner. Mowevear, 
in the local supersymmetry theory needed 
for gravity, @we win also lass a graviton and 
its supzrsyn~cietric partner, the gtavitino. 
We will discuss this point ia greater detail 
later, bat local wmm%ry breaking eonibmes 
the Gdldstitto with the gravitino to foptft a 
naamk, miller than a massless, gmvitteo. 

In Baany eases the doubting of particles, 
just outlined creates a ~~~persroimetric part- 
ner that is absolutely stable. Such a particle 
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fig. 3. Examples of interactions between ordinary particle^ 
(left) and the corresponding interactions between an ore 
dinary particle and two supersymmetric particles (right! 

obtained by performing a supersymmetry flotation on the 
first interaction. 

could, in fact, be the dominant form of mat- following manner. 
ter in our universe. Although an unbroken supersymmetry 

can keep scalars massless, once supersym- 
The Masses. What is the expected mass for metry is broken, all scalars obtain quantum 
the supersymmetric partners of the ordinary corrections to their masses proportional to 
particles? The theory, to date, does not make the supersymmetry breaking scale Ass, that is 
any firm predictions; we can nevertheless 
obtain an order-of-magnitude estimate in the 8p2 - a A& , ( 5 )  

which is Eq, 4 with the first negligible term 
dropped. If we demand the Higgs mass J.& - 
5p2 to be of order ~ ] y ,  then A& - M&/U is at 
most of order 1000 GeV. Moreover, the mass 
splitting between all ordinary particles and 
their supersymmetric partners is again of 
order Mw. We thus conclude that if super- 
symmetry is responsible for the large ratio 
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with supersymmetry will be seen in the next 
generation of high-energy accelerators. 

The Interactions. As a result of supersym- 
metry, the entire low-energy spectrum of 
particles has been doubled, the masses of the 
new particles are of order &, but these 
masses cannot be predicted with any better 
accuracy. A reasonable person might there- 
fore ask what properties, if any, can we 
predict. The answer is that we know all the 
interactions of the new particles with the 
ordinary ones, of which several examples are 
shown in Fig. 3. To get an interaction be- 
tween ordinary and new particles, we can 
start with an interaction between three or- 

dinary particles and rotate two of these (with 

Fig. 5. A process involving supersymmetric particles (a gluino and squarks a) that 
generates two hadronic jets. 
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a supersymmetry operation) into their super- 
symmetric partners. The important point is 
that as a result of supersymmetry the coupl- 
ing constants remain unchanged. 

Since we understand the interactions of 
the new particles with the ordinary ones, we 
know how to find these new objects. For 
example, an electron and a positron can an- 
nihilate and produce a pair of selections that 
subsequently decay into an electron-positron 
pair and two photinos (Fig. 4). This process 

I is easily recognizable and would be a good 
signal of supersymmetry in high-energy elec- 
tron-positron colliders. 

-persymmetry is also evident in the proc- 
ess illustrated in Fig. 5. Here one of the three 
quarks in a proton interacts with one of the 
quarks in an antiproton; the interaction is 
mediated by a gluino. The result is the gen- 
eration of two squarks that decay into quarks 
and photinos. Because quarks do not exist as 
free particles, the experimenter should ob- 
serve two hadronic jets (each jet is a collec- 
tion of hadrons moving in the same direction 
as, and as a consequence of- the initial mo- 
tion of a single quark). The two photinos will 
generally not interact in the detector, and 
thus some of the total energy of the process 
will be "missing". 

The theories we have been discussing until 
now have been a minimal supersymmetric 
extension of the standard model. There are, 
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Gravity. Wfe have already remarised that 
supersymmetry may be ierthw a global or a 
local symmetry. If it i s  a gtobal5~ymmctty~ 
the Goldstitto is massless sand the lightest 
supe-syittmetrie partner. However,, if super- 
syftiaietry is a local symmetry, it ne-ly 
hfi11~des the gravity of general vsS&tiVIty and 
the Ool&tfao becomes part, of a massive 
gravitino (the spin-siz pi~tner of the mvi- 
ton) with mass 

With Ass of order Ady/ 6 or 1000 CkV, ffio 
is extremely sneall(- 1Or"l0 times the mss ~f 
the eteetfoa). 

Recently it was realised that under ceftatn 
eireumsta&eesAÃ can he much 1aqgr than 
fi bat, at the same time, tite pertrarhative 
mrreetions &u2 6an still satisfy the constraint 
that they he of order ~ ^ y s .  In these special 
cases, supeifymmq teaking effects m- 
ish in the limit as so- very large mass 
div<sta&&; that is, we obtain 

6. The decay mode of the 9t6ttfn predicted by the minimal unifteation 
symmetry SU(5). The expected &my products are a neutral n" and a positron 

The theory of minimal SU(5) predicts sin2& 
= 0.2 1, whereas the experimentally observed 
value is 0.22 A 0.0 1, in excellent agreement. 

The two predictions of SU(5) that have 
not been verified experimentally are the ex- 
istence of magnetic monopoles and proton 
decay. The expected abundance of magnetic 
monopoles today is crucially dependent on 
poorly understood processes occurring in the 
first second of the history of the uni- 
verse. As a result, if they are not seen, we may 
ascribe the problem to our poor understand- 
ing of the early universe. On the other hand, 
if proton decay is not observed at the ex- 
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Ill 

petted rate, then minimal SU(5) is in serious and 
trouble. n+ 7te1'. 

The dominant decay modes predicted by These processes involve the exchange of a so- 
minimal SU(5) for the nucleons are 

called X or Y boson with mass of order Mr, 

p - rcoe+ 
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(Fig. 6), so that the predicted proton lifetime 
Tp IS 

M b i  lo- ^"%- years, 

where mp is the proton mass. 
Recent experiments, especially sensitive 

to the decay modes of Eq. 9, have found T~ S: 
years, in contradiction with the predic- 

tion. Hence minimal SU(5) appears to be in 
trouble. There are, of course, ways to com- 
plicate minimal SU(5) so as to be consistent 
with the experimental values for both sin2& 
and proton decay. Instead of considering 
such ad hoc changes, we will discuss the 
unexpected consequences of making mini- 
mal SU(5) globally supersymmetric. The pa- 
rameter sin2ew does not change consider- 
ably, whereas Mr, increases by an order of 
magnitude. Hence, the good prediction for 
sin2& remains intact while the proton life- 
time, via the gauge boson exchange process 
of Fig. 6, naturally increases and becomes 
unobservable. 

It was quickly realized, however, that 
other processes in supersymmetric SU(5) 
give the dominant contribution towards 
proton decay (Fig. 7). The decay products 
resulting from these processes would consist 
of Kmesons and neutrinos or muons, that is, 

and so would differ from the expected decay 
products of 7t mesons and positrons. This is 
very exciting because detection of the 
products of Eq. 11 not only may signal 
nucleon decay but also may provide the first 
signal of supersymmetry in nature. Experi- 
ments now running have all seen candidate 
events of this type. These events are, how- 
ever, consistent with background. It may 
take several more years before a signal rises 
up above the background. 

Experiments. An encouraging feature of the 
theory is that low-energy supersymmetry can 
be verified in the next ten years, possibly as 
early as next year with experiments now in 
progress at the CERN proton-antiproton col- 
lider. 

Experimenters at CERN recently dis- 

I l l  



Pis. 10. Two-jet m i t t s  observed by Ole U - I  ~&alwralwn at CJ3R.N CM he 
interpreted, as shown here, a process infel~iag tap mark t production. 
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~ i e .  11. The same event discussed in F&. 10, only here interpreted as a supersym- 
metric process involving squarks and antisquarks. 
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, '  . . . The Family Problem 

by T. Goldman and Michael Martin Nieto 

The roster of elementary particles includes replicas, exact in every detail but mass, 
of those that make up ordinary matter. More facts are needed to explain this 
seemingly unnecessary extravagance. 

T he currently "standard" model of particle physics phenom- 
enologically describes virtually all of our observations of 
the world at the level of elementary particles (see "Particle 
Physics and the Standard Model"). However, it does not 

explain them with any depth. Why is SU(3)c the gauge group of the 
strong force? Why is the symmetry of the electroweak force broken? 
Where does gravity fit in? How can all of these forces be unified? That 
is, from what viewpoint will they appear as aspects of a common, 
underlying principle? These questions lead us in the directions of 
supersymmetry and of grand unification, topics discussed in 
"Toward a Unified Theory." 

Yet another feature of the standard model leaves particle physicists 
dissatisfied: the multiple repetitions of the representations* of the 
particles involved in the gauge interactions. By definition the adjoint 
representationf of the gauge fields must occur precisely once in a 
gauge theory. However, quantum chromodynainics includes no less 
than six occurrences of the color triplet representation of quarks: one 
for each of the u, c, t, d, s, and b quarks. The u, c, and t quarks have a 
common electric charge of % and so are distinguished from the d, s, 
and b qwriks, which have a common electric charge of A%. But the 
quarks with a common charge are distinguished only by their dif- 

*We give a geometric definition of  "rqresentatiOu," us& as an exawIe toe 
SU(3)c trip/@ represeatation of, say, the up quark. (This tftplet, the smallest 
fton-sfaglet ~wentat101t  o/SU(3)c, is called the fundamental rqreseatat1071.j 
The members of this repsmtation (w Oman amd %reen) ~ r e s p ~ n d  to the set 
ofthree vectors directed from the origin of a two-dimensbnal coordinate system 
to the vertices ofan eqmSaterat triangle centered at the origin. (The triangle is 
usually depicted as standing on a VWtex.) The "conjugatef* of  the triplet 
represe~ttatbn, which contains the three anticolor varieties of the up w k  with 
e-e -%, can be &#wd similar& it comesponds to the set of three vectors 
&tamed by refteetSUg fht rectors o f  the triplet representation thrvagh the engtn. 
(The wetors of the conjugate rewesentatiwon are & r e d  toward the vertices ef 
an equilateral t h g l e  standlag on its side, like u pyramid.) The '*swp 
transformations" corres~nd to the set o f  operatlorns by which any one of the 
quark w ant&Ãˆar vectors is transfofanned into any other. 

&rent masses, as far as is now known. The electr'oweak theory 
presents an even weme situation, bring bwdened with nine 
chiral* quark doublets, three teft-chiral lepton doublets, eighteen 
rigfat-chird quark singlets, and three right-?hiral leptoa singlets (Rg. 
1 1. 
Nonetheless, some organization can be discerned. The exact syaa- 

metry of the strong and electromagnetic gauge interactions, together 
with the nonzero masses of the quarks and charged leptons, hiplies 
that the right-chiral QU&S and charged kpt- and their left-cbiiral 
pmmrs can be treated as single objects wader these interactions. In 
addition, each neutral lepton is associated with a partic& charged 
lepton, courtesy of the transfonaiatio~s induced by the weak interac- 
tion. Thus,it isnatural tothiakin terms ofthreequarksets(uand ̂ . c 
and s, and t and b) and three lepton sets (e- aad ve, JA- and va, and x" 
and v,) rather than thirty-thfee quite repetitive representations. 
Farthemore, the relative lightness of the a aad &quark set and of the 
e- and ve @ton set low ago suggested to some that the quarks and 
leptons are also related (quark-lepton symmetry). Subtle aaatbeniati- 
cal properties of modem gauge fbid &wries have provided new 
backing for this notion of three "quark-lepton families," each consist- 
ing of successively heavier quark and lepton sets (Table 1). 



If the underlying significance of this 
grouping by mass is not apparent to the 
reader, neither is it to particle physicists. No 

f one has put forth any compelling reason for 
deciding which charge *h quark and which 1. Icharge -'A quark to combine into a quark set 
ior for deciding which quark set and which 
icharged and neutral lepton set should be 
Icombined in a quark-lepton family. Like 

1 Mendeleev, we are in possession of what 

? "'appears to be an orderly grouping but 
I without a clue as to its dynamical basis. This 

Is one theme of "the family problem." - 
m 1 

Still, we do refer to each quark and lepton 
set together as a family and thus reduce the 
problem to that of understanding only three 
families-unless, of course, there are more 
families as yet unobserved. This last is an- 
other question that a successful "theory of 
families" must answer. Grand unified the- 
ories, supersymmetry theories, and theories 
wherein quarks and leptons have a common 
substructure can all accommodate quark-lep- 
ton symmetry but as yet have not provided 
convincing predictions as to the number of 
families. (These predictions range from any 
even number to an infinite spectrum.) 

Such concatenations of wild ideas (how- 
ever intriguing) may not be the best approach 
to solving the family problem. A more con- 
servative approach, emulating that leading 
to the standard model, is to attack the family 
problem as a separate question and to ask 
directly if the different families are 
dynamically related. 

Here we face a formidable obstacle-a 
paucity of information. A fermion from one 
family has never been observed to change 
into a fermion from another family. Table 2 
lists some family-changing decays that have 
been sought and the experimental limits on 
their occurrence. True, a 1- may appear to 
decay into an e ,  but, as has been experimen- 
tally confirmed, it actually is transformed 
into a vH, and simultaneously the e and a ie 
appear. Being an antiparticle, the i^, carries 
the opposite of whatever family quantum 
numbers distinguish an e from any other 
charged lepton. Thus, no net "first-famili- 
ness" is created, and the "second-familiness" 
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Quark Representations 

Lepton Representations 

Fig. fs The electroweak representations of the fermions of the standard model, 
which comprise nine left-chiral quark doublets, eighteen right-chiral quark 
singlets, three left-chirul lepton doublets, and three right-chiral lepton singlets. 
The subscripts r, b, and g denote the three color charges of the quarks, and the 
subscripts R and L denote right- and left-chiralprojections. The symbols d7, s7, and 
b' indicate weak-interaction mass eigenstates, which, as discussed in the text, are 
mixtures of the strong-interaction mass eigenstates d, s, and b. Since quantum 
chromodynamics does not include the weak interaction, and hence is not concerned 
with chirality, the SU(3)= representations of the ferm ions are fe wer in number: six 
triplets, each containing the three color-charge varieties of one of the quarks, and 
three singlets, each containing a charged lepton and its associated neutral lepton. 

of the original p is preserved in the vP 
In spite of the lack of positive experimen- 

tal results, current fashions (which are based 
on the successes of the standard model) make 
irresistible the temptation to assign a family 
symmetry group to the three known families. 
Some that have been considered include 
SU(2), SU(2) X U(l), SU(3), and U(l) X U(l) 
X U(1). The impoverished level of our un- 
derstanding is apparent from the SU(2) case, 
in which we cannot even determine whether 

the three families fall into a doublet and a 
singlet or simply form a triplet. 

The clearest possible prediction from a 
family symmetry group, analogous to 
Mendeleev's prediction of new elements and 
their properties, would be the existence of 
one or more additional families necessary to 
complete a representation. Such a prediction 
can be obtained most naturally from either of 
two possibilities for the family symmetry: a 
spontaneously broken local gauge symmetry 
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or a spontaneously broken global sjm- 
metry.* What follows is a brief ramble 
(whose course depends little on detailed as- 
sumptions) through the salient features and 
implications of these two possibilities. 

Family Gauge Symmetry 

All of the unseen decays listed in Table 2 
would be strictly forbidden if the family 
gauge symmetry were an exact gauge sym- 
metry as those of quantum electrodynamics 
and quantum chromodynamics are widely 
believed to be. Here, however, we do not 
expect exactness because that would imply 
the existence, contrary to experience, of an 
additional fundamental force mediated by a 
massless vector boson (such as a long-range 
force like that of the photon or a strong force 
like that of the gluons but extending to lep- 
tons as well as quarks). But we can, as in the 
standard model, assume a broken gauge sym- 
metry. 

We begin by placing one or more families 
in a representation of some family gauge 
symmetry group. (The correct group might 
be inferred from ideas such as grand unifica- 
tion or compositeness of fermions. However, 
it is much more likely that, as in the case of 
the standard model, this decision will best be 
guided by hints from experimental observa- 
tions.) Together, the group and the represen- 
tation determine currents that describe inter- 
actions between members of the represen- 
tation. (These currents would be conserved if 
the family symmetry were exact.) For exam- 
ple, if the first and the second families are 
placed in the representation, an electrically 
neutral current describes the transformation 
e <-> p ,  just as the charged weak current of 
the electroweak theory describes the trans- 
formation e ++ ve- Since the other family 

*In principle, we should also consider the 
possibilities of a discrete symmetry or an explicit 
breaking of family symmetry (probably caused by 
some dynamics of a fermion substructure). How- 
ever, these ideas would be radical departures from 
the gauge symmetries that have proved so successful 
to date. We will not pursue them here. 
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members necessarily fall into the same rep- 
resentation, the e <-> ( A  current includes 
contributions from interactions between 
these other members (d <-Ã s, for example), 
just as the charged weak current for 
e <-> ve includes contributions from p ,  Ã§- vp 
and T <-> vT. 

If we now allow the family symmetry to be 
a local gauge symmetry, we find a "family 
vector boson," F, that couples to these cur- 
rents (Fig. 2) and mediates the family-chang- 
ing interactions. As in the standard model, 
the coupled currents can be combined to 
yield dynamical predictions such as scatter- 
ing amplitudes, decay rates, and relations 
between different processes. 

Scale of Family Gauge Symmetry 
Breaking. Weak interactions occur rel- 
atively infrequently compared to elec- 
tromagnetic and strong interactions because 
of the large dynamical scale (approximately 
100 GeV) set by the masses of the W* and 
2' bosons that break the electroweak sym- 
metry. We can interpret the extremely low 
rate of family-changing interactions as being 
due to an analogous but even larger 
dynamical scale associated with the breaking 
of a local family gauge symmetry, that is, to a 
large value for the mass MF of the family 
vector boson. The branching-ratio limit 
listed in Table 2 for the reaction KL - (A* + 
eT allows us to estimate a lower bound for 
Mf as follows. 

Like the weak decay of muons, the KL -, 
pe decay proceeds through formation of a 
virtual family vector boson (Fig. 3). The rate 
for the decay, r, is given by 

Note that the fourth power of Mp appears in 
Eq. 1 just as the fourth power of Mw does 
(hiding in the square of the Fermi constant) 
in the rate equation for muon decay. (Certain 
chirality properties of the family interaction 
could require that two of the five powers of 
the kaon mass in Eq. 1 be replaced by the 
muon mass. However, since the inferred 

value of Mc varies as the fourth root of this 
term, the change would make little numerical 
difference.) It is usual to assume that ghilY, 

the family coupling constant, is comparable 
in magnitude to those for the weak and elec- 
tromagnetic interactions. This assumption 
reflects our prejudice that family-changing 
interactions may eventually be unified with 
those interactions. Using Eq. 1 and the 
branching-ratio limit from Table 2, we ob- 
tain 

Such a large lower bound on M p  implies that 
the breaking of a local family gauge sym- 
metry produces interactions much weaker 
than the weak interactions. 

Alternatively, processes like KL -, pe may 
be the result of family-conserving grand uni- 
fied interactions in which quarks are turned 
into leptons. However, the experimental 
limit on the rate of proton decay implies that 
such interactions occur far less frequently 
than the family-violating interactions con- 
sidered here. 

Experiments with neutrinos, also, indicate 
a similarly large dynamical scale for the 
breaking of a local family gauge symmetry. A 
search for the radiative decay vp - v<, + y has 
yielded a lower bound on the vn lifetime of 
1 0  (m,,/MeV) seconds. If the mass of the 
muon neutrino is near its experimentally 
observed upper bound of 0.5 M~v/c', this 
lower bound on the lifetime is greater than 
the standard-model prediction of approx- 
imately lo3 (M~v/w$ seconds. Thus, some 
family-conservation principle may be sup- 
pressing the decay. 

More definitive information is available 
from neutrino-scattering experiments. 
Positive pions decay overwhelmingly (lo4 to 
1) into positive muons and muon neutrinos. 
In the absence of family-changing interac- 
tions, scattering of these neutrinos on nu- 
clear targets should produce only negative 
muons. This has been accurately confirmed: 
neither positrons nor electrons appear more 
frequently than permitted by the present sys- 
tematic experimental uncertainty of 0.1 per- 

Fig. 2. Examples of neutral family- 
changing currents coupled to a family 
vector boson (F). Such couplings follow 
from the assumption of a local gauge 
symmetry for the family symmetry. 

cent. An investigation of the neutrinos from 
muon decay has yielded similar results. The 
decay of a positive muon produces, in addi- 
tion to a positron, an electron neutrino and a 
muon antineutrino. Again, in the absence of 
family-changing interactions, scattering of 
these neutrinos should produce only elec- 
trons and positive muons, respectively. A 
LAMPF experiment (E-31) has shown, with 
an uncertainty of about 5 percent, that no 
negative muons or positrons are produced. 

The energy scale of Eq. 2 will not be 
directly accessible with accelerators in the 
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Fig. 3. Feynman diagram for the family-changing decay Ki -+ p + e', which is 
assumed to occur through formation of a virtual family vector boson (F) .  The KL 
meson is the longer lived of two possible mixtures of the neutral kaon (KO) and its 
antiparticle (KO). Neither this decay nor the equally probable decay KL -> p* + e- 
has been observed experimentally; the current upper bound on the branching ratio 

foreseeable future. The Superconducting 
Super Collider, which is currently being con- 
sidered for construction next decade, is con- 
ceived of as reaching 40,000 GeV but is 
estimated to cost several billion dollars. We 
cannot expect something yet an order of 
magnitude more ambitious for a very long 
time. Thus, further information about the 
breaking of a local family gauge symmetry 
will not arise from a brute force approach but 

rather, as it has till now, from discriminating 
searches for the needle of a rare event among 
a haystack of ordinary ones. Clearly, the 
larger the total number of events examined, 
the more definitive is the information ob- 
tained about the rate of the rare ones. For 
this reason the availability of high-intensity 
beams of the reacting particles is a very 
important factor in the experiments that 
need to be undertaken or refined, given that 

they are to be carried out by creatures with 
finite lifetimes! 

For example, consider again the decay Kr 
pe. Since the rate of this decay varies 

inversely as the fourth power of the mass of 
the family vector boson, a value of Mp in the 
million-GeV range implies a branching ratio 
lower by four orders of magnitude than the 
present limit. A search for so rare a decay 
would be quite feasible at a high-intensity, 
medium-energy accelerator such as the 
proposed LAMPF 11, which is expected to 
produce kaon fluxes on the order of lo8 per 
second. (Currently available kaon fluxes are 
on the order of lo6 per second.) A typical 
solid angle times efficiency factor for an in- 
flight decay experiment is on the order of 10 
percent. Thus, lo7 kaons per second could be 
examined for the decay mode of interest. A 
branching ratio larger than 1012 could be 
found in a one-day search, and a year-long 
experiment would be sensitive down to the 
1014 level. Of course, we do not know with 
absolute certainty whether a positive signal 
will be found at any level. Nonetheless, the 
need for such an observation to elucidate 
family dynamics impels us to make the at- 
tempt. 

Positive Evidence for Family 
Symmetry Breaking 

Thus, despite expectations to the contrary, 
we have at present no positive evidence in 
any neutral process for nonconservation of a 
family quantum number, that is, for family- 
changing interactions mediated by exchange 
of an electrically neutral vector boson such as 
the F of Figs. 2 and 3. Is it possible that our 
expectations are wrong-that this quantum 
number is exactly conserved as are electric 
charge and angular momentum? The answer 
is an unequivocal NO! We have-for 
quarks-positive evidence that family is a 
broken symmetry. To see this, we must 
examine the effect of the electroweak interac- 
tion on the quark mass eigenstates defined by 
the strong interaction. 

We know, for instance, that a K^ (= u + s) 
decays by the weak interaction into a p and 
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rthedecay~offtpositiwkasaivtti(&) gpositivewueu 
(6) a posftiye <SMI s wiM Tttw mth 

d i a g ~ ~ a l  lines mpnssents any oae of several passiUepathways for production of a 
pmitfve sail ft neutmlpion 
inwhichtheq-dowsand 
&$W~C#*W~(^ indicated by & d Qd, Wif e~#dene& $&# *faiaffy m- 
metsy ofquarks is 9 4~oken symmmetfy, 

, st&ttuife f&^w by Bq. 3% the Thus, "No family-changing decays of weak- 
5t&&mt-m tnad&n@lft&~ -bg <rfkthi$ interaction family eigenstates have been ob- 
afikle, that &o fcmayr~^ang&g d e w s  Save served" is the more precise statement. 
tae&i @ & - f e d t  must bfr sh-ed. Trw, no The weak neutral-current interaction de- 
/ --*Â w y  has been sew, b ~ &  gf m s e ,  scribing the scattering of a d' quark when it 

u &cay lajBlifed by Ed, 5 does aeeur. absorbs a 2' has a form like that of Eq. 4: 
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Since the Cabibbo matrix in Eq. 3 is unitary, 
Eq. 6 is unchanged (except for the disap- 
pearance of primes on the quarks) by sub- 
stitution of Eq. 3: 

Thus, the weak neutral-current interaction 
does not change d quarks into s quarks any- 
more than it changes d' quarks into s' quarks. 
It is only the presumed family vector boson 
of mass greater than 1 0' GeV that may effect 
such a change. 

Family Symmetry Violation and 
CP Violation 

The combined operation of charge con- 
jugation and parity reversal (CP) is, like 
parity reversal alone, now known not to be 
an exact symmetry of the world. An under- 
standing of CP violation and proton decay 
would be of universal importance to explain 
"big-bang" cosmology and the observed ex- 
cess of matter over antimatter. 

The generalization by Kobayashi and 
Maskawa of Eq. 3 to the three-family case is 
introduced in "Particle Physics and the Stan- 
dard Model"; it yields a relation between 
family symmetry violation and CP violation. 
Although other sources of CP violation may 
exist outside the standard model, this rela- 
tion permits extraction of information about 
violation of family symmetry from studies of 
CP violation. 

The phenomenon of CP violation has, so 
far, been observed only in the KO- x0 sys- 
tem. The CP eigenstates of this system are 
the sum and the difference of the K O  and K^ 
states. The violation is exhibited as a small 
tendency for the long-lived state, K , which 
normally decays into three pions, to decay 
into two pions (the normal decay mode of 
the short-lived state, Ks)  with a branching 
ratio of approximately 1 0 3 .  This tendency 
can be described by saying that the Ks and 
K states differ from the sum and difference 
states by a mixing of order E: 

The quark-model analysis based on the work 

of Kobayashi and Maskawa and the second- 
order weak interaction shown in Fig. 5 
predict an additional CP-violating effect not 
describable in terms of the mixing in Eq. 8; 
that is, it would occur even if E were zero. 
The effect, which is predicted to be of order 
E', where &'/E is about l o 2 ,  has not yet been 
observed, but experiments sufficiently sen- 
sitive are being mounted. 

Both s and E' are related to the Kobayashi- 
Maskawa parameters that describe family 
symmetry violation. This guarantees that if 
the value of E' is found to be in the expected 
range, higher precision experiments will be 
needed to determine its exact value . If no 
positive result is obtained in the present 
round of experiments, it will be even more 
important to search for still smaller values. 
In either case intense kaon beams are highly 
desirable since the durations of such experi- 
ments are approaching the upper limit of 
reasonability. 

Of course, in principle, CP violation can 
be studied in other quark systems involving 
the heavier c, b, and t quarks. However, these 
are produced roughly lo8 times less 
copiously than are kaons, and the CP-violat- 
ing effects are not expected to be as large as in 
the case of kaons. 

Global Family Symmetry 

In our discussion of family-violating 
processes like K + me, we have, so far, 
assumed the existence of a massive gauge 
vector boson reflecting family dynamics. The 
general theorem, due to Goldstone, offers 
two mutually exclusive possibilities for the 
realization of a broken symmetry in field 
theory. One is the development ofjust such a 
massive vector boson from a massless one; 
the other is the absence of any vector boson 
and the appearance of a massless scalar 
boson, or Goldstone boson. The possible 
Goldstone boson associated with family 
symmetry has been called the familon and is 
denoted by / As is generally true for such 
scalar bosons, the strength of its coupling 
falls inversely with the mass scale of the 
symmetry breaking. Cosmological argu- 
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ments suggest a lower bound on the coupling 
of approximately 1012 G ~ V '  , a value very 
near (within three orders of magnitude) the 
upper bound determined from particle-phys- 
ics experiments. 

The familon would appear in the two- 
bodydecaysp-e+fmds+d+f.The 
latter can be observed in the decay JT1' (= u + 
2) + TÎ " (= K + d) + nothing else seen. The 
familon would not be seen because it is about 
as weakly interacting as a neutrino. The only 
signal that the decay had occurred would be 
the appearance of a positive pion at the 
kinematically determined momentum of 227 
MeV/c. 

Such a search for evidence of the familon 
would encounter an unavoidable back- 
ground of positive pions from the reaction 
K+ 4 d + vi + $, where the index i covers 
all neutrino types light enough to appear in 
the reaction. This decay mode occurs 
through a one-loop quantum-field correction 
to the electroweak theory (Fig. 6) and is 
interesting in itself for two reasons. First, it 
depends on a different combination of the 
parameters involved in CP violation and on 
the number Nv of light neutrino types. Since 
Nv is expected to be determined in studies of 
Z' decay, an uncertainty in the value of a 
matrix element in the standard-model 
prediction of the K' Ã‘ z+viVi branching 
ratio can be eliminated. Present estimates 
place the branching ratio in the range be- 
tween 10"~ and 101Â times Ny. Second, a 
discrepancy with the Nu value determined 
from decay of the 2' , which is heavier than 
the kaon, would be evidence for the existence 
of at least one neutrino with a mass greater 
than about 200 M~v/c'. 

Fermion Masses and Family Sym- 
metry Breaking 

The mass spectrum of the fermions is itself 
unequivocal evidence that family symmetry 
is broken. These masses, which are listed in 
Table 1, should be compared to the W' and 
2' masses of 83 and 92 Gev/c2, respectively, 
which set the dynamical scale of electroweak 

Fig. 6. Feynman diagram for the decay K +  --+ n' + vi + Vi, where the index i covers 
all neutrino types light enough to appear in the reaction. The symbol St., stands for 
the charged lepton associated with vi and 

interactions. (The masses quoted are the the- 
oretical values, which agree well with the 
recently measured experimental values.) The 
very existence of the fermion masses violates 
electroweak symmetry by connecting dou- 
blet and singlet representations, and the 
variations in the pattern of mass splittings 
within each family show that family sym- 
metry is broken. But since we neither know 
the mass scale nor understand the pattern of 
the family symmetry breaking, we do not 
really know the relation between the mass 
scale of electroweak symmetry breaking and 
the fermion mass spectrum. It is possible to 
devise models in which the first family is 
light because the family symmetry breaking 
suppresses the electroweak symmetry break- 
ing. Thus, the "natural" scale of electroweak 
symmetry breaking among the fermions 
could remain approximately 100 Gev/c2, 
despite the small masses (a few M ~ v / c ~ )  of 
some fermions. 

Experiments to establish the masses of the 
neutrinos are of great interest to the family 
problem and to particle physics in general. 
Being electrically neutral, neutrinos are 
unique among the fermions in possibly being 
endowed with a so-called Majorana mass* in 
addition to the usual Dirac mass. One ap- 
proach to determining these masses is by 
applying kinematics to suitable reactions. 
For example, one can measure the end-point 
energy of the electron in the beta decay 'H + 

'He + e + G p  or of the muon in the decay T^ - U+ + v,. 
Another quite different approach is to 

search for "neutrino oscillations." If the neu- 
trino masses are nonzero, weak interactions 
can be expected to mix neutrinos from dif- 
ferent families just as they do the quarks. 
This mixing would cause a beam of, say, 
essentially muon neutrinos to be trans- 
formed into a mixture (varying in space and 
in time) of electron, muon, and tau neu- 
trinos. Detection of these oscillations would 
not only settle the question of whether or not 
neutrinos have nonzero masses but would 
also provide information about the dif- 
ferences between the masses of neutrinos 
from different families. Experiments are in 
progress, but, since neutrino interactions are 
infamously rare, high-intensity beams are 
required to detect any neutrinos at all, let 
alone possible small oscillations in their 
family identity. (For details about the tritium 
beta decay and neutrino oscillation experi- 
ments in progress at Los Alamos, see "Ex- 
periments To Test Unification Schemes.") 

Conclusion 

The family symmetry problem is a funda- 
mental one in particle physics, apparently 
without sufficient information available at 
present to resolve it. Yet it is as crucial and 
important a problem as grand unification, 

"Majorana mass terms are not allowed for elec- 
trically charged particles. Such terms induce trans- 
formations of particles into antiparticles and so 
would be inconsistent with conservation of electric 
charge. 
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The Family Problem 

and it may well be a completely independent may, however, be accessible in studies of rare 
one. The known bound of 10' GeV on the decays of kaons and other mesons, of CP 
scale of family dynamics is an order of mag- violation, and of neutrino oscillations. To 
nitude beyond the direct reach of any present undertake these experiments at the necessary 
or proposed accelerator, including the Super- sensitivity requires intense fluxes of particles 
conducting Super Collider. These dynamics from the second or later families. A high- 

intensity, medium-energy accelerator is a 
highly cost-effective means of approaching 
these experimental needs. Unlike the ques- 
tions on the high-energy frontier, those on 
the high-intensity frontier are clearly de- 
fined. Now we need to answer them. 
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Experiments to Test 
Flash chambers discharging like neon lights, giant spectrometers, stacks of 
crystals, tons ofplastic scintillators, thousands ofprecisely strung 
wires-all employed to test the ideas of unified field theories. 

t has long been a dream of physicists to produce a unified field theory of the 
forces in nature. Much of the current experimental work designed to test such 
theories occurs at the highest energies capable of being produced by the latest 
accelerators. However, elegant experiments can be designed at lower energies 

that probe the details of the electroweak theory (in which the electromagnetic and 
weak interactions have been partially unified) and address key questions about the 
further unification of the electroweak and the strong interactions. (See "An Ex- 
perimentalist's View of the Standard Model" for a brief look at the current status of 
the quest for a unified field theory.) 

In this article we will describe four such experiments being conducted at Los 
Alamos, often with outside collaborators. The first, a careful study of the beta decay 
of tritium, is an attempt to determine whether or not the neutrino has a mass and 
thus whether or not there can be mixing between the three known lepton families 
(the electron, muon, and tau and their associated neutrinos). 

Two other experiments examine the decay of the muon. The first is a search for 
rare decays that do not involve neutrinos, that is, the direct conversion across 
lepton families of the muon to an electron. The muon is a duplicate, except for a 
greater mass, of the electron, making such a decay seem almost mandatory. 
Detection of a rare decay, or even the lowering of the limits for its occurrence, would 
tell us once again more about the mixing between lepton families and about possible 
violation of lepton conservation laws. At the same time, precision studies of 
ordinary muon decay, in which neutrinos are generated (the muon is accompanied 
by its own neutrino and thereby preserves muon number), will help test the stucture 
of the present theory describing the weak interaction, for example, by setting limits 
on whether or not parity conservation is restored as a symmetry at high energies. 

The electron spectrometer for the tritium beta decay experiment under 
construction. The thin copper strips evident in the entrance cone region to 
the right and at the first narrow region toward the center are responsible 
for the greatly improved transmission of this spectrometer. 
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The intent of the fourth experiment is to 
measure interference effects between the 
neutral and charged weak currents via scat- 
tering experiments with neutrinos and elec- 
trons. If destructive interference is detected, 
then the present electroweak theory should 
be applicable even at higher energies; if con- 
structive interference is detected, then the 
theory will need to be expanded, say by 
including vector bosons beyond those (the 
Z' and the @) already in the standard 
model. 

Tritium Beta Decay 

In 1930 Pauli argued that the continuous 
kinetic energy spectrum of electrons emitted 
in beta decay would be explained by a light, 
neutral particle. This particle, the neutrino, 
was used by Fermi in 1934 to account quan- 
titatively for the kinematics of beta decay. In 
1953, the elusive neutrino was observed 
directly by a Los Alamos team, Fred Reines 
and Clyde L. Cowan, using a reactor at Han- 
ford. 

Though the neutrino has generally been 
taken to be massless, no theory requires neu- 
trinos to have zero mass. The current ex- 
perimental upper limit on the electron neu- 
trino mass is 55 electron volts (eV), and the 
Russian team responsible for this limit 
claims a lower limit of 20 eV. The mass of the 
neutrino is still generally taken to be zero, for 
historical reasons, because the experiments 
done by the Russian team are extremely 
complex, and because masslessness leads to a 
pleasing simplification of the theory. 

A more careful look, however, shows that 
no respectable theory requires a mass that is 
identically zero. Since we have many neu- 
trino flavors (electron, muon and tau neu- 
trinos, at least), a nonzero mass would im- 
mediately open possibilities for mixing be- 
tween these three known lepton families. 
Without regard to the minimal standard 
model or any unification schemes, the 
possible existence of massive neutrinos 
points out our basic ignorance of the origin of 
the known particle masses and the family 
structure of particles. 

T he dream of physicists to produce a 
unified field theory has, at different 
times in the history of physics, ap- 

peared in a different light. For example, one 
of the most astounding intellectual achieve- 
ments in nineteenth century physics was the 
realization that electric forces and magnetic 
forces (and their corresponding fields) are 
different manifestations of a single elec- 
tromagnetic field. Maxwell's construction of 
the differential equations relating these two 
fields paved the way for their later relation to 
special relativity. 

QED. The most successful field theory to 
date, quantum electrodynamics (QED), ap- 
pears to have provided us with a complete 
description of the electromagnetic force. 
This theory has withstood an extraordinary 
array of precision tests in atomic, nuclear, 
and particle physics, and at low and high 
energies. A generation of physicists has 
yearned for comparable field theories de- 
scribing the remaining forces: the weak inter- 
action, the strong interaction, and gravity. 

An even more romantic goal has been the 
notion that a single field theory might de- 
scribe all the known physical interactions. 

Electroweak Theory. In the last two dec- 
ades we have come a long way towards realiz- 
ing this goal. The electromagnetic and weak 
interactions appear to be well described by 
the Weinberg-Salam-Glashow model that 
unifies the two fields in a gauge theory. (See 
"Particle Physics and the Standard Model" 
for a discussion of gauge theories and other 
details just briefly mentioned here.) This 

electroweak theory appears to account for 
the apparent difference, at low energies, be- 
tween the weak interaction and the elec- 
tromagnetic interaction. As the energy of an 
interaction increases, a unification is 
achieved. 

So far, at energies accessible to modem 
high-energy accelerators, the theory is sup- 
ported by experiment. In fact, the discovery 
at CERN in 1983 of the heavy vector bosons 
w^, W ,  and z', whose large mass (com- 
pared to the photon) accounts for the rel- 
atively "weak" nature of the weak force, 
beautifully confirms and reinforces the new 
theory. 

The electroweak theory has many ex- 
perimental triumphs, but experimental 
physicists have been encouraged to press 
ever harder to test the theory, to explore its 
range of validity, and to search for new fun- 
damental interactions and particles. The ex- 
perience with QED, which has survived 
decades of precision tests, is the standard by 
which to judge tests of the newest field the- 
ories. 

QCD. A recent, successful field theory that 
describes the strong force is quantum 
chromodynamics (QCD). In this theory the 
strong force is mediated by the exchange of 
color gluons and a coupling constant is de- 
termined analogous to the fine structure con- 
stant of the electroweak theory. 

Standard Model. QCD and the elec- 
troweak theory are now embedded and 
united in the minimal standard model. This 
model organizes all three fields in a gauge 
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The first three generations of elementary particles. 
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The reaction studied by all of the experi- 
ments mentioned is 

This simple decay produces a spectrum of 
electrons with a definite end point energy 
(that is, conservation of energy in the reac- 
tion does not allow electrons to be emitted 
with energies higher than the end point 
energy). In the absence of neutrino mass, the 
spectrum, including this end point energy, 
can be calculated with considerable 
precision. Any experiment searching for a 
nonzero mass must measure the spectrum 
with sufficient resolution and control of sys- 
tematic effects to determine if there is a 
deviation from the expected behavior. 

Specifically, an end point energy lower 
than expected would be indicative of energy 
carried away as mass by the neutrino. 

In 1972 Karl-Erik Bergkvist of the Univer- 
sity of Stockholm reported that the mass of 
the electron antineutrino Ve was less than 55 
eV. This experiment used tritium embedded 
in an aluminum oxide base and had a resolu- 
tion of 50 eV. The Russian team set out to 
improve upon this result using a better spec- 
trometer and tritium bound in valine 
molecules. 

Valine is an organic compound, an amino 
acid. A molecular biologist in the Russian 
collaboration provided the expertise 
necessary to tag several of the hydrogen sites 
on the molecule with tritium. This knowl- 
edge is important since one of the effects 
limiting the accuracy of the result is the 
knowledge of the final molecular states after 
the decay. 

Also important was the accurate de- 
termination of the spectrometer resolution 
function, which involved a measurement of 
the energy loss of the beta electrons in the 
valine. This was accomplished by placing an 
ytterbium-169 beta source in an identical 
source assembly and measuring the energy 
loss of these electrons as they passed through 
the valine. 

The beta particles emitted from the source 
were analyzed magnetically in a toroidal beta 

spectrometer. This kind of spectrometer 
provides the largest acceptance for a given 
resolution of any known design, and the 
Russians made very significant advances. 
The Los Alamos research group, as we shall 
see, has improved the spectrometer design 
even further. 

In 1980 the Russian group published a 
positive result for the electron antineutrino 
mass. After including corrections for the un- 
certainties in resolution and the final state 
spectrum, they quoted a 99 per cent con- 
fidence level value of 

The result was received with great excite- 
ment, but two specific criticisms emerged. 
John J. Simpson of the University of Guelph 
pointed out that the spectrometer resolution 
was estimated neglecting the intrinsic 
linewidth of the spectrum of the yt- 
terbium-1 69 calibration source. The ex- 
perimenters then measured the source 
linewidth to be 6.3 eV; their revised analysis 
lowered the best value of the neutrino mass 
from 34.3 to 28 eV. The basic result of a 
finite mass survives this reanalysis, accord- 
ing to the authors, but it should be noted that 
the result is very sensitive to the calibration 
linewidth. Felix Boehm of the California In- 
stitute of Technology has observed that with 
an intrinsic linewidth of only 9 eV, the 99 per 
cent confidence level result would become 
consistent with zero. 

The second criticism related to the as- 
sumption made about the energy of the final 
atomic states of helium-3. The valine 
molecule provides a complex environment, 
and the branching ratios into the 2s and 
Is states of helium-3 are difficult to estimate. 
Thus the published result may prove to be 
false. 

This discussion illustrates the difficulty of 
experiments of this kind. Each effort 
produces, in addition to the published meas- 
urement, a roadmap to the next generation 
experiment. The Russian team built upon its 
1980 result and produced a substantially im- 
proved apparatus that yielded a new meas- 

urement in 1983. 
The spectrometer was improved by adding 

an electrostatic field between the source and 
the magnetic spectrometer that could be used 
to accelerate the incoming electrons. The 
beta spectrum could then be measured, 
under conditions of constant magnetic field, 
by sweeping the electrostatic field to select 
different portions of the spectrum. This tech- 
nique (originally suggested by the Los Ala- 
mos group) provides a number of advan- 
tages. The magnetic spectrometer always 
sees electrons in the same energy range, 
providing constant detection efficiency 
throughout the measured spectrum. The 
magnetic field can also be set above the beta 
spectrum end point with the electrostatic 
field accelerating electrons from decays in 
the source into the spectrometer acceptance. 
This reduces the background by a large factor 
by making the spectrometer insensitive to 
electrons from decays of tritium contamina- 
tion in the spectrometer volume. 

Also, finite source size, which produces a 
larger image at the spectrometer focal plane, 
was optically reduced by improved focusing 
at the source, yielding a higher count rate 
with better resolution. 

The improved spectrometer had a resolu- 
tion of 25 eV, compared to 45 eV in the 1980 
experiment. Background was reduced by a .  
factor of 20, and the region of the spectrum 
scanned was increased from 700 eV to 1750 
ev. 

The controversial spectrometer resolution 
function was determined using a different 
line of the ytterbium-169 source, and the 
Russians measured its intrinsic linewidth to 
be 14.7 eV. They also studied ionization 
losses by measuring the ytterbium-1 69 spec- 
trum through varying thicknesses of valine, 
yielding a considerably more accurate resolu- 
tion function. 

The data were taken in 35 separate runs 
and the beta spectrum (Fig. 1) was fit by an 
expression that included the ideal spectral 
shape and the experimental corrections. The 
best fit gave 
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Fig. 1. Electron energy spectrum for 
tritium decay. This figure shows the 
1983 Russian data as the spectrum 
drops toward an end point energy of 
about 18.58 ke V. The difference in the 
best fit to the data (solid line) and the 
fit for a zero neutrino mass (dashed 
line) is a shift to lower energies that 
corresponds to a mass of about 33.0 e V. 
(Figure adapted from Michael H. 
Shaevitz, "Experimental Results on 
Neutrino Masses and Neutrino Os- 
cillations," page 140, in Proceedings 
of the 1983 International Symposium 
on Lepton and Photon Interactions at 
High Energies, edited by David G. 
Cassel and David L. Kreinick (Ithaca, 
New York:F. R. Newman Laboratory of 
Nuclear Studies, Cornell University, 
1983).) 

with a 99 per cent confidence limit range of 

These results were derived by making 
particular choices for the final state spectra. 
Different assumptions for the valine molecu- 
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lar final states and the helium-3 molecular, 
atomic, and nuclear final states can produce 
widely varying results. 

The physics community has been tan- 
talized by the prospect that neutrinos have 
significant masses. Lepton flavor transitions, 
neutrino oscillations, and many other 
phenomena would be expected if the result is 
confirmed. The range of systematic effects, 
however, urges caution and enhanced efforts 
by experimenters to attack this problem in an 
independent manner. There are currently 
more than a dozen groups around the world 
engaged in improved experiments on tritium 
beta decay. A wide range of tritium sources, 
beta spectrometerst and analysis techniques 
are being employed. 

The Tritium Source. In an ambitious at- 
tempt to use the simplest possible tritium 
source, a team from a broad array of tech- 
nical fields at Los Alamos is attempting to 
develop a source that consists of a gas of free 
(unbound) tritium atoms. Combining di- 
verse capabilities in experimental particle 
physics, nuclear physics, spectrometer de- 
sign, cryogenics, tritium handling, ultraviolet 
laser technology, and materials science, this 
team has developed a nearly ideal source and 
has made numerous improvements in el=- 
trostatic-magnetic beta spectrometers. 

The two most significant problems come 
from the scattering and eneigy loss of the 
electrons in the source and from the atomic 
and molecular final states of the helium-3 
daughter. These effects are associated with 
any solid source. Thus the ideal source would 
appear to be free tritium nuclei, but this is. 
ruled impractical by the repulsive effects of 
their charge. 

The next best source is a gas of free tritium 
atoms. Detailed and accurate calculations of 
the atomic final states and electron energy 
losses can be performed. Molecular effects, 
including final state interactions, breakup, 
and energy loss in the substrate, are 
eliminated. Since the gas contains no inert 
atoms, the effect of energy loss and scattering 
in the source are reduced accordingly- Even 
the measurement of the beta spectrometer 

resolution function is simplified. 
The forbidding technical problem of such 

a design is building a source rich enough and 
compact enough to yield a useful count rate. 
Only one decay in lo7 produces an electron 
with energy in the interesting region near the 
end point where the spectrum is sensitive to 
neutrino mass. 

The Los Alamos group was motivated by a 
1979 talk given by Gerard Stephenson, of the 
Physics and Theoretical Divisions, on neu- 
trino masses. They recognized quite early, in 
fact before the 1980 Russian result, that 
atomic tritium would be a nearly ideal 
source. In their first design, molecular 
tritium was to be passed through an ex- 
tensive gas handling and purification system 
and atomic tritium prepared using a dis- 
charge in a radio-frequency dissociator. The 
pure jet of atomic tritium was then to be 
monitored for beta decays. It was clear, how- 
ever, that the tritium atoms needed to be 
used more efficiently. 

Key suggestions were made at this point 
by John Browne of the Physics Division and 
Daniel Kleppner of the Massachusetts In- 
stitute of Technology. Advances had been 
made in the production of dense gases of 
spin-polarized hydrogen. The new tech- 
niques-in which the atomic beam was 
cooled and then contained in a bottle made 
of carefully chosen materials observed to 
have a low probability for promoting recom- 
bination of the atoms-promised a possible 
intense source of free atomic tritium. The 
collaboration set out to develop and demon- 
strate this idea. Crucial to the effort was the 
participation of Laboratory cryogenics 
specialists. 

The resulting tritium source (Fig. 2) 
circulates molecular tritium through a radio- 
frequency dissociator into a special tube of 
aluminum and aluminum oxide. Because the 
recombination rate for this material near 120 
kelvins is very low, the system achieves 80 to 
90 per cent purity of atomic tritium. The 
electrons from the beta decay of the atomic 
tritium are captured by a magnetic field, and 
then electrostatic acceleration, similar to that 
employed by the Russians, is used to trans- 
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Fig. 2. The tritium source. Molecular tritium passes through 
the radio-frequency dissociator and then into a 4-meter- 
long tube as a gas of free atoms. The tube-aluminum with a 
surface layer of aluminum oxide-has a narrow range 
around a temperature of 120 kelvins at which the molecular 
recombination rate is very low, permitting an atom to 
experience approximately 50,000 collisions before a 
molecule is formed. The resulting diffuse atomic gas fills the 
tube, and mercury-diffusion pumps at the ends recirculate it 
through the dissociator. Typically, the system achieves 80 to 
90 per cent purity of atomic tritium. By measuring the 
spectrum when the dissociator is of f^  the contribution from 
the 10 to 20per cent contamination of molecular tritium can 

port the electrons toward the spectrometer. 
During this transport, focusing coils and a 
collimator are used to form a small image of 
the electron source in the spectrometer. 

Development of this tritium source re- 
quired solving an array of problems as- 
sociated with a system that was to recirculate 
atomic tritium. Everything had to be ex- 
tremely clean, and no organic materials were 
allowed, all surfaces are glass or metal. Con- 
ducting materials had to be used wherever 
insulators could collect charge and introduce 
a bias. The aluminum oxide coating in the 
tube is so thin that electrons simply tunnel 
through it, thus providing a conducting sur- 
face that does not encourage recombination. 
Special mercury-diffusion pumps and cus- 
tom cryopumps, free of oil or other organic 
materials, had to be fabricated. Every part of 
the tritium source was an exercise in 
materials science. 
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be determined and subtracted, resulting in a pure atomic 
tritium electron spectrum. 

A superconducting coil surrounds the tube with a field of 
1.5 kilogauss. At one end the winding has a reflecting field 
provided by a magnetic pinch. These fields capture electrons 
from beta decays with 95per cent efficiency. 

The other end of the tube connects to a vacuum region and 
has coils that transport and, importantly, focus an image of 
the electrons into the spectrometer (Fig 3). The tube is held 
at a selected voltage between -4 and -20 kilovolts, and 
electrons exit the source to ground potential. Thus, electrons 
from decays in the source tube are accelerated by a known 
amount to an energy above that of electrons from decays in 

The idea of using electrostatic acceleration 
at the output of the source was first proposed 
by the group at Los Alamos in 1980 and 
subsequently used in the measurement de- 
scribed in the 1983 Russian publication. Ac- 
celerating the electrons to an energy above 
that of electrons from tritium that decays in 
the spectrometer both strongly reduces the 
background and also improves the accep- 
tance of electrons into the spectrometer. 
However, this technique necessitates a larger 
spectrometer. 

There are two other important systematic 
effects that need to be dealt with: the source 
image seen by the spectrometer should be 
small, and electrons produced by decays in 
the tube that suffer scattering off the walls 
have an energy loss that distorts the 
measured spectrum. The focusing coil and 
the final collimator address both effects, 
providing a small image. The only energy 

loss mechanism remaining is in the tritium 
gas itself, where losses are less than 2 eV. 

The Spectrometer. In addition to cryo- 
genics, tritium handling, and laser tech- 
nology, the Laboratory's powerful comput- 
ing capabilities were employed in both the 
detailed optical design of the beta-electron 
spectrometer and in extensive Monte-Carlo 
modeling. 

The spectrometer (Fig. 3) is an ambitious 
development of the Russian design. Elec- 
trons from the source pass through the en- 
trance cone and are focused onto the spec- 
trometer axis. One very significant improve- 
ment in the spectrometer is the design of the 
conductors running parallel to the spec- 
trometer axis that do this focusing. In the 
Russian apparatus, the conductors were 
thick water-cooled tubes. Most electrons 
strike the tubes and, as a result of this loss, 
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the spectrometer* Additional pumps also sharply reduce the 
amount of tritium escaping into the spectrometer. 

Several sophisticated diagnostic systems monitor source 
output and stability. Beta detectors mounted in the focus 
region in front of the collimator measure the total decay rate 
from molecular and atomic tritium, whereas the fraction of 
tritium in molecular form is monitored by an ultraviolet 
(1027 angstroms wavelength) laser system developed by 
members of Chemistry Division that uses absorption lines of 
molecular tritium. A high-resolution electron gun is used to 
monitor energy loss in both the gas and the spectrometer. 
This gun is also used to measure the important spectrometer 
resolution function directly. 

their spectrometer has low transmission. 
The Los Alamos spectrometer uses thin 

20-mil strips for each of the conductors in the 
region within the transport aperture. This 
achieves an order of magnitude higher trans- 
mission, essential in yielding a useful count 
rate in an experiment with a dilute gas 
source. 

Another benefit of the thin strips is that 
they can be formed easily. In fact, optical 
calculations accurate to third order dictate 
the curvature of the entrance and exit strips. 
The improved focusing properties of this 
arrangement yield an acceptance three times 
higher than the Russian device with no com- 
promise in resolution. 

The experimenters expect to be taking 
data throughout the latter part of 1984. They 
expect an order of magnitude less back- 
ground and an order of magnitude larger 
geometric acceptance than the Russian ex- 

Fig. 3. The spectrometer. Electrons from the source (Fig. 2) 
that pass through the collimator (with an approximate 
aperture of 1 centimeter) open into a cone shaped region in 
the spectrometer with a maximum half angle of 30 degrees. 
Electrons between 20 and 30 degrees pass between thin 
conducting strips into the spectrometer and are focused onto 
the spectrometer axis. This focus serves as a virtual image of 
the source. Transmission has been greatly improved over the 
Russian design through the use of thin conductors in all 
regions of electron flow (see opening photograph for a view 
of these conductors). The final focal plane detector is a 
position-sensitive, multi-wire proportional gas counter, also 
an improvement over previous detectors. 

periment. The design calls for a resolution 
between 20 and 30 eV, with a sensitivity to 
neutrino masses less than 10 eV. Even with 
their dilute gas source, they estimate a data 
rate in the region within 100 eV of the spec- 
trum end point of about 1 hertz, fully com- 
petitive with rates obtained using solid 
sources. 

Many groups around the world are 
vigorously pursuing this measurement. No 
other effort, however, will produce a result as 
free of systematic problems as the Los Ala- 
mos project. Other experiments are employ- 
ing solid sources or, at best, molecular 
sources. Many have adopted an electrostatic 
grid system that introduces its own prob- 
lems. To date, no design promises as clean a 
measurement. This year may well be the year 
in which the problem of neutrino mass is 
settled. The quantitative answer willhe an 
important tool in uncovering the very poorly 

understood relations between lepton 
families. No deep understanding of the mod- 
els that unify the forces in nature can be 
expected without precise knowledge of the 
masses of neutrinos. 

Rare Decays of the Muon 

The muon has been the source of one 
puzzle after another. It was discovered in 
1937 in cosmic radiation by Anderson and 
Neddermeyer and by Street and Stevenson 
and was assumed to be the meson of 
Yukawa's theory of the nuclear force. 

Yukawa postulated that the nuclear force, 
with its short range, should be mediated by 
the exchange of a massive particle, a meson. 
This differs from the massless photon of the 
infinite-range electromagnetic force. The 
muon mass, about 200 times the electron 
mass, fit Yukawa's theory well. 
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It was only after World War I1 ended that 
measurements of the muon's range in 
materials were found to be inconsistent with 
a particle interacting via a strong nuclear 
force. Discovery of the pion, or pi meson, 
settled the controversy. To this day, how- 
ever, casual usage sometimes includes the 
erroneous phrase "mu meson". 

With the resolution of the meson problem, 
however, the muon had no reason to be. It 
was simply not necessary. The muon ap- 
peared to be, in all known ways, a massive 
electron with no other distinguishing at- 
tributes. A famous quotation of I. I. Rabi 
summarized the mystery: "The muon, who 
ordered that?" 

This question is none other than the 
family problem described earlier. Today, the 
mystery remains, but its complexity has 
grown. Three generations of fermions exist, 
and the mysterious relation of the muon to 
the electron is replicated in the existence of 
the tau, discovered in 1976 by Martin Per1 
and collaborators. The three generation 
scheme is built into the minimal standard 
model, but there is little insight to guide us to 
the ultimate number of generations. 

Is there a conservation number associated 
with each family or generation? Are there 
selection rules or fundamental symmetries 
that account for the apparent absence of 
some transitions between these multiplets? 
Vertical and horizontal transitions between 
quark states do occur. Processes involving 
neutrinos connect the lepton generations. 
Can the pattern of these observed transitions 
give us a clue as to why we are blessed with 
this peculiar zoology? Should we look harder 
for the processes we have not observed? 
Rabi's question, in its most modem form, is 
a rich and bewildering one, and many ex- 
perimental groups have taken up its 
challenge by pursuing high sensitivity studies 
of the rare and unobserved reactions that 
may connect the generations. 

With the muon and electron virtual 
duplicates of each other, it was expected that 
the heavier muon would decay by simple, 
neutrinoless processes to the electron. Tran- 
sitions such as p+ + e+ e+ e-, p+4 e+ y, or 

p- Z Ã‘) e Z (where Z signifies that the 
interaction is with a nucleus) were expected. 
Estimates of the rates for these processes 
using second-order, current-current weak in- 
teractions gave results too small to observe. 
In fact, the results were much smaller than 
the 1957 limit for the branching ratio for p' 

e  ̂y, which was < 2 X l o 5  (a branching 
ratio is the ratio of the probability a decay 
will occur to the probability of the most 
common decay). 

A better early model appeared in 1957 
when Schwinger proposed the intermediate 
vector boson (now called W and observed 
directly in 1983) as the mediator of the 
charged-current weak interaction. With this 
model and under most assumptions, rates 
larger than the experimental limits were 
predicted for the three reactions. The failure 
to observe these decays required a dynamical 
suppression or a new conservation law. De- 
spite the discussion to follow, the situation 
today has changed very little. The measured 
limits are more stringent, though, by many 
orders of magnitude. 

The first proposal for lepton number con- 

servation came in 1953. In fact, there have 
been three different schemes for conserving 
lepton number. The 1953 Konopinski- 
Mahmoud scheme cannot accommodate 
three lepton generations and has not 
survived. A scheme in which lepton number 
is conserved by a multiplicative law was 
proposed in 196 1 by Feinberg and Weinberg, 
but this method is not the favored conserva- 
tion law. An early experiment with a neu- 
trino detector at the Clinton P. Anderson 
Meson Physics Facility in Los Alamos 
(LAMPF) has removed the multiplicative 
law from favor, and the current experiment 
to study neutrino-electron scattering, de- 
scribed later in this article, has set even more 
stringent limits on such a law. 

The most favored scheme is additive lep- 
ton number conservation, proposed in 1957 
by Schwinger, Nishijima, and Bludman. In 
this scheme, any process must separately 
conserve the sum of muon number and the 
sum of electron number. Table 1 shows the 
assignment of lepton numbers used. The ex- 
tension to the third lepton flavor, tau, is 
obvious and natural. 
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Fie. 4. The progressive drop in the ex- 
perimentally determined upper limit 
for the branching ratio of several 
muon -number violating processes 
shows a gap in the late 1960s. Essen- 
tially, this gap was the result of a belief 
by particle physkists in lepton number 
conservation. 

These schemes require, as the table hints, a 
distinct neutrino associated with each lep- 
ton. In a 1962 experiment the existence of 
separate muon and electron neutrinos was 
confirmed. 

With a conservation law firmly en- 
trenched in the minds of physicists, searches 
for decays that did not conserve lepton num- 
her seemed pointless. In a 1963 paper 
Sherman Frankel observed "Since it now 
appears that this decay is not lurking just 
beyond present experimental resolution, any 
further search . . . seems futile." 

In retrospect it canbe said that the particle 
physics community erred. The conclusion 
slated in the previous paragraph resulted in a 
nearly complete halt to efforts to detect 
processes that did not conserve lepton num- 
ber-and this on the basis of a law postulated 
without any rigorous or fundamental basis! 
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It is easy to justify these assertions. Figure 
4 shows that the experimental limits on rare 
decays were not aggressively addressed be- 
tween 1964 and the late 1970s. This era of 
inattention ended abruptly -en an ex- 
perimental rumor circulated in 1977-an er- 
roneous report terminated a decade of theo- 
retical prejudice almost overnight! This 
could not have been the case if lepton conser- 
vation was required by fundamental ideas. 

In 1977 a group searching for the process 
p' - e+ J at the Swiss Institute for Nuclear 
Research (SIN) became the inadvertent 
source of a report that the decay had been 
seen. The experiment, sometimes referred to 
as the "original SIN" experiment, was an 
order of magnitude more sensitive than any 
prior search for this decay and eventually set 
a limit on the branching ratio of 1.0 X 1 r 9  . 
A similar effort at the Canadian meson fac- 
tory, TRIUMF, produced a limit of 3.6 X 
1 0 '  at about the same time. 

The Crystal Box. The extraordinary con- 
troversy generated by the "original SIN" re- 
port motivated a Los Alamos group to at- 
tempt a search for p"*" - e^ 7 with a sensitiv- 
ity to branching ratios of about lo1'. .is 
experiment was carried out in 1978 and 
1979, using several new technologies and a 
new type of muon beam at LAMPF, and 
yielded an upper limit of 1.7 X 10"'' (90 per 
cent confidence level). That result stands as 
the most sensitive limit on the decay to date 
but should be surpassed this year by an ex- 
periment at LAMPF called the Crystal Box 
experiment. 

This experiment was conceived as the 
earlier experiment came to an end. By 
searching for three rare muon decays simul- 
taneously, the experiment would be a major 
advance in sensitivity and breadth. Several 
new technologies would be exploited as well 
as the capabilities of the LAMPF secondary 
beams. 

In any search for a very rare decay, sensi- 
tivity is limited by two factors: the total 
number of candidate decays observed, and 
any other process that mimics the decay 
being searched for. The design of an experi- 

ment must allow the reliable estimate of the 
contribution of other processes to a false 
signal. This is generally done by a Monte- 
Carlo simulation of these decays that in- 
cludes taking into account the detector 
properties. 

In the absence of background or a positive 
signal for the process being studied, the num- 
ber of seconds the experiment is run trans- 
lates linearly into experimental sensitivity. 
However, when a background process is de- 
tected, sensitivity is gained only as the square 
root of the running time. This happens be- 
cause one must subtract the number of back- 
ground events from the number of observed 
events, and the statistical uncertainties in 
these numbers determine the limit. Gener- 
ally, when an experiment reaches a level 
limited by background, it is time to think of 
an improved detector. 

The Crystal Box detector is shown in Fig 5. 
A beam of muons from the LAMPF ac- 
celerator enters on the axis and is stopped in 
a thin polystyrene target. This beam consists 
of surface muons-a relatively new innova- 
tion developed during the 1970s and em- 
ployed almost immediately at LAMPF and 
other meson factories. 

Normal beams of muons are prepared in a 
three-step process: a proton beam from the 
accelerator strikes a target, generating pions; 
the pions decay in flight, producing muons; 
finally, the optics in the beam line are ad- 
justed to transport the daughter muons to the 
experiment while rejecting any remaining 
pions. A more efficient way to collect low- 
momentum positive muons involves the use 
of a beam channel that collects muons from 
decays of positive pions generated in the 
target, but the muons collected are from 
pions that have only just enough momentum 
to travel from their production point in the 
target to its surface. Stopped in the surface, 
their decay produces positive muons of low 
momentum, near 29 MeV/c (where c is the 
speed of light). This technique enables ex- 
perimenters to produce beams of surface 
muons that can be stopped in a thin ex- 
perimental target with rates up to a hundred 
times more than conventional decay beams. 
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The muons stopped in the target decay 
virtually 100 per cent of the time by the 
mode 

with a characteristic muon lifetime of 2.2 
microseconds. The Crystal Box detector ac- 
cepts about 50 per cent of these decays and, 
therefore, must reject the positrons from sev- 
eral hundred thousand ordinary decays oc- 
curring each second. At the same time the 
detector must select those decays that appear 
to be generated by the processes of interest. 

The Crystal Box was designed to simulta- 
neously search for the decay modes 

(Since the Crystal Box does not measure the 
charge of the particles, we shall not generally 
distinquish between positrons and electrons 
in our discussion.) 

The detector properties necessary for 
selecting final states from these reactions and 
rejecting events from ordinary muon decay 
are: 

1. Energy resolution-The candidate 
decays produce two or three particles whose 
energies sum to the energy of a muon at rest. 
The ordinary muon decay and most back- 
ground processes include particles from sev- 
eral decays or neutrinos that remain un- 
detected but carry away some of the energy. 
These processes are extremely unlikely to 
yield the correct energy sum. 

2. Momentum resolution- Given energy 
resolution adequate to accomplish the first 
requirement, vector momentum resolution 
requires a measurement of the directions of 
the particle trajectories. Since muons are 
stopped in the target, the decays being sought 
for will have vector momentum sums 
clustered, within experimental resolution, 
about zero. Particles from the leading back- 
ground processes ( p  - ê  e+ e Ve im p+ + 

e+ y ve in, or coincidences of different or- 
dinary muon decays) will tend to have non- 

Fig. 5. The Crystal Box detector. (a) A oeam of muons enters the detector on axis. 
Because these are low-momenta surface muons, a thin polystyrene target is able to 
stop them at rates up to 100 times more than conventional muon beams. The beam 
intensity is generally chosen to be between 300,000 and 600,000 muons per second 
with pulses produced at a frequency of 120 hertz and a net duty factor between 6 
and 10 per cent. Three kinds of detectors (drift chamber, plastic-scintillation 
counters, and NaI(T1) crystals) surround the target. The detector elements are 
divided into four quadrants, each containing nine rows of crystals with a plastic 
scintillator in front of each row. This combination of detectors provides informa- 
tion on the energies, times of passage, and directions of the photons and electrons 
that result from muon decay in the target. The information is used to filter from 
several hundred thousand ordinary decays per second the perhaps several per 
second that may be of interest. 

A sophisticated calibration and stabilization system was developed to achieve 
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zero vector sums. 
3. Time resolution-Particles from the 

decay of a single muon are produced simulta- 
neously. A leading source of background for, 
say p+ -- e+ e+ e ,  is three electrons from the 
decay of three different muons. Such three- 
body final states are unlikely to occur simul- 
taneously. Precision resolution in the time 
measurement, significantly better than 1 

1 nanosecond, provides a powerful rejection of 
those random backgrounds. 

4. Position resolution-Decays from a 
single muon will originate from a single point 

I 
in the stopping target. Sometimes other 
processes will add extra particles to an event. 
The ability to accurately measure the trajec- 
tory of each particle in an event is crucial if 
experimental triggers that have extra tracks 
or that originate in separate vertices are to be 
rejected. 

These parameters are used to filter 
measured events. In a sample of 1012 
muons-the number required to reach 
sensitivities below the 1 0 '  ' level-most of 
this filtering must be done immediately, as 
the data is recorded. The Crystal Box experi- 

and maintain the desired energy and time resolution for 4 X l@ seconds of data 
taking. Before a run starts, a plutonium-beryllium radioactive source is used for 
electron energy calibration. Also, a liquid hydrogen target is substituted 
periodically for the experimental target, and the photons emitted in the subsequent 
pion charge exchange are used for photon energy calibration. During data taking, 
energy calibration is monitored by a fiber optic flasher system that exposes each 
photomultiplier channel to a known light pulse. A small number of positrons are 
accepted from ordinary p+ + e' v, vP decays, and the muon decay spectrum cutoff 
at 52.8 MeV is used as a reference. 

(b) The inner dectector, the drift chamber, consists of 728 cells in 8 annular 
rings with about 5000 wires strung to provide the drift cell electrostatic geometry. 
A 5-axis, computer-controlled milling machine was used to accurately drill the 
array of 5000 holes in each end plate. These holes, many drilled at angles up to 
about 10 degrees, had to be located within 0.5 mil so that the chamber wires could 
be placed accurately enough to achieve a final resolution of about 1 millimeter in 
measuring the position of a muon decay in the target. The area of the stopping 
muon spot is about 100 em2. (Photo courtesy Richard Bolton.) 

(c) The outer layer of the detector (here shown under construction) contains 396 
thallium-doped sodium iodide crystals and achieves an electron and photon energy 
resolution of 5 to 6 per cent. This layer is highly segmented so that the elec- 
tromagnetic shower produced by an event is spread among a cluster of crystals. A 
weighted average of the energy deposition can then be used to localize the 
interaction point of the photons with a position resolution of about 2 cm, 

ment is exposed to approximately 500,000 
muons stopping per second. The experimen- 
tal "trigger" rate, the rate of decays that 
satisfy crude requirements, is about 1000 
hertz. The detector has been designed with 
enough intelligence in its hardwired logic 
circuits to pass events to the data acquisition 
computer at a rate of less than 10 hertz. In 
turn, the program in the computer applies 
more refined filtering conditions so that 
events are written on magnetic tape at a rate 
of a few hertz. 

Each condition used to narrow down the 
event sample to those that are real candidates 
provides a suppression factor. The combined 
suppression factors must permit the desired 
sensitivity. The design of the apparatus 
begins with the required suppressions and 
applies the necessary technology to achieve 
them. 

A muon that stops in the target and decays 
by one of the subject decay modes produces 
only electrons, positrons or photons. The 
charged particles (hereafter referred to as 
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electrons) are detected by an 8-layer wire 
drift chamber (Fig. 5 (b)) immediately sur- 
rounding the target. The drift chamber 
provides track information, pointing back at 
the origin of the event in the target and 
forward to the scintillators and crystals to 
follow. Its resolution and ability to operate in 
the high flux of electrons from ordinary 
muon decays in the target have pushed the 
performance limits of drift chambers; the 
chamber wires were placed accurately 
enough to achieve a final resolution of about 
1 millimeter (mm) in measuring the position 
of a muon decay in the target. 

Electrons are detected again in the next 
shell out from the target-a set of 36 plastic 
scintillation counters surrounding the drift 
chamber. These counters provide a measure- 
ment of the time of passage of the electrons 
with an accuracy of approximately 350 
picoseconds. This accuracy is extraordinary 
for counters of the dimensions required (70 
cm long by 6 cm wide by 1 cm thick) but is 
crucial to suppressing the random trigger 
background for the p .  + e e e reaction. 
This performance is achieved by using two 
photomultiplier tubes, one at each end of the 
scintillator, and two special electronic timing 
circuits developed by the collaborators. 

The electrons and photons that pass 
through the plastic scintillators deposit their 
energy in the next and outermost layer of the 
detector, a 396-crystal array of thallium- 
doped sodium iodide crystals. These crystals, 
acting as scintillators, provide fast precision 
measurement of both electron and photon 
energy (providing the energy and momen- 
tum filtering described earlier) and localize 
the interaction point of the photons with a 
position resolution of about 2 cm. The use of 
such large, highly segmented arrays of in- 
organic scintillator crystals was pioneered in 
high-energy physics in the late 1970's by the 
Crystal Ball detector at the Stanford Linear 
Accelerator Center. This technology is now 
widespread in particle physics research, with 
detectors planned that involve as many as 
12,000 crystals. 

The sodium iodide array also provides 
accurate time measurements on the photons. 
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A fast photomultiplier tube and electronics 
with special pulse shaping, amplification, 
and a custom-tailored, constant-fraction tim- 
ing discriminator were melded into a system 
that gives subnanosecond accuracy. 

The major detector elements-the drift 
chamber, plastic scintillators and sodium 
iodide crystals-are used in logical combina- 
tions to select events that may be of interest. 
A p  ̂- e+ ê  e event is selected when three 
or more non-adjacent plastic scintillators are 
triggered and energy deposit occurs in the 
sodium iodide rows behind them. The 
special circuits developed for the scintillators 
are used for this selection: one high-speed 
circuit insures that the three or more triggers 
are coincident within a very tight time inter- 
val (approximately 5 nanoseconds), the sec- 
ond circuit requires the three or more hits to 
be in non-adjacent counters. The last re- 
quirement suppresses events in which low 
momentum radiative daughters trigger adja- 
cent counters or when an electron crosses the 
crack between two counters. 

An even more sophisticated trigger proces- 
sor was constructed to insure that the three 
particles triggering the apparatus conform to 
a topology consistent with a three-body 
decay of a particle at rest. Thus, a pattern of 
tracks that, say, necessarily has net momen- 
tum in one direction (Fig. 6 (a)) is rejected, 
but a pattern with the requisite symmetry 
(Fig. 6 (b)) is accepted. This "geometry box" 
is an array of programmable read-only-mem- 
ory circuits loaded with all legal hit patterns 
as determined by a Monte-Carlo simulation 
of the $ -+ ê  ê  e experiment. 

Finally, the total energy deposited in the 
sodium iodide must be, within the real-time 
energy resolution, consistent with the rest 
energy of a muon. 

The p.+ + ê  y and p+ - e+ y y reactions 
are selected by combining an identified elec- 
tron (a plastic scintillator counter triggered 
coincident with sodium iodide signals) and 
one or more photons (a sodium iodide signal 
triggered with no count in the plastic scin- 
tillator in front of it). Also, these events must 
be in the appropriate geometric pattern (for 
example, directly opposite each other for fl 

Fig. 6. (a) A pattern of tracks with net 
momentum is not consistent with the 
neutrinoless decay of a muon at rest, 
and such an event will be rejected, 
whereas an event with a pattern such as 
the one in (b) will be accepted, 

ê  y) and have the correct energy balance. 
The Crystal Box should report limits in the 

1 0 "  range on the three reactions of interest 
this calendar year. It will also be used during 
the next year in a search for the it0 + y y y 
decay, which violates charge conjugation in- 
variance. A search for only the J.L+ - e+ ê  e- 
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Fig. 7. Examples of the ekctromagnetic and weak interactions in quantum field 
theory. 

process is being carried out at the Swiss 
Institute for Nuclear Research with an ul- 
timate sensitivity of 1012 available in the 
next year. I .mirn W i l  - 

A third LAMPF u*" + e* y experiment is 
planned after the Crystal Box experiment. 
With present meson factory beams and fore- 
seeable detector technology, this next genera- 
tion experiment may well be the final round. 

Neutrino-Electron Scattering 

The unification of the electromagnetic and 
weak interactions is a treatment of physical 
processes described by the exchange of three 
fundamental bosons. The exchange of a 
photon yields an electromagnetic current, 
and the W' and 2' bosons are exchanged in 
interactions classified as charged and neutral 
weak currents, respectively. Figure 7 il- 
lustrates how quantum field theory repre- 
sents these processes. 

A traditional method of probing elec- 
troweak unification in the standard model 
has been to determine the precise onset of 
weak effects in an interaction that is other- 
wise electromagnetic. Especially important 
are experiments-with polarized electron 
scattering at fixed target accelerators and 
more recent studies at electron-positron col- 
liders-that probe the interference between 
the amplitudes of the electromagnetic and 
neutral-current weak interactions. Inter- 
ference effects may be easier to observe than 
direct measurement of the small amplitudes 
of the weak interaction. 

An Irvine-Los Alamos-Maryland team is 
conducting a unique and novel search for 
another interference. They have set out to 
probe the purely weak interference between 
the amplitudes of the charged and neutral 
currents. In the same way that electron scat- 
tering experiments search for interference 
between photon and Z' boson interactions, 
the Los Alamos based experiment is search- 
ing for the interference between charged-cur- 
rent W interactions and neutral-current 2' 
interactions. 

This experiment is attempting a unique 
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Fig. 8. The interaction between an electron and its neutrino square of the total amplitude AT.,,,- An experiment at 
can take place via either the neutral current (with a Z ') or LAMPF willprobe this purely weak interference by studying 
the charged current (with a W-), which results in an inter- ve-electron scattering. 
ference term (2AMrdAChawe,) in the expression for the 

measurement because Los Alamos is cur- 
rently the only laboratory in the world with 
the requisite source of electron neutrinos. 
Moreover, the experiment gains importance 
from the fact that comparatively little is 
known about the physics of the 2' relative to 
that of the W. 

The measurement is a simple variation on 
the electron-electron scattering experiments. 
To substitute the W current for the elec- 
tromagnetic current, the experimenters 
substitute the electron neutrino Ve as the 
projectile and set out to measure the fre- 
quency of electron-neutrino elastic scattering 
from electrons. While this is conceptually 
simple, it is, in fact, technically quite dif- 
ficult. The experiment must yield a suffi- 
ciently precise measure of the frequency of 
these scatters to separate out theoretical 
predictions made with different assump- 
tions. To illustrate how the experiment tests 
the standard model, we must examine the 
nature of the model's predictions for va-e 
scattering. 
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Electroweak theory obeys the group struc- 
ture SU(2) X U(1). The SU(2) group has 
three generators, w^, W ,  and w3, which 
are the charged and neutral vector bosons 
identified with the gauge fields. The U(1) 
group has a single neutral boson generator B. 
The familiar phenomenological neutral 
photon field is constructed from the linear 
combination 

(where Ow is the Weinberg angle, a measure 
of the ratio of the contributions of the weak 
and the electromagnetic forces to the total 
interaction). The phenomenological neutral 
current carried by the 2' is similarily con- 
structed from 

In the standard model the process 

can take place by the exchange of either the 
neutral-current boson 2O or the charged- 
current boson W (Fig. 8), resulting in the 
usual interference term for the probablity of 
a process that can take place in either of two 
ways. The question then is what form will 
this interference take. 

All models of the weak interaction that are 
currently considered viable predict a 
negative, or destructive, interference term. A 
model that can produce constructive inter- 
ference is one that includes additional neu- 
tral gauge bosons beyond the 2'. Thus, the 
observation of a ve-e scattering cross section 
consistent with constructive interference 
would indicate a phenomenal change in our 
picture of electroweak physics. Since the 
common 2' with about the predicted mass 
was directly observed only last year, and 
since higher mass regions will be accessible 
during this decade, such a result would set off 
a vigorous search by the particle physics 
community. 

How will the traditional low-energy theory 
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Fig. 9. The energy spectra for the three types of neutrinos that result from the decay 
of a positive pion (if - p.+ + vP p+ - e+ + v, + iu). 

of weak interactions (apparently governed by 
V = A currents) mesh with future observa- 
tions at higher energies? The standard model 
prediction, which contains negative inter- 
ference, is that the cross section for ve-e 
elastic scattering should be about 60 per cent 
of the cross section in the traditional V - A 
theory. The LAMPF experiment must 
measure the cross section with an accuracy of 
about 15 per cent to be able to detect the 
lower rate that would occur in the presence of 
interference and thus be able to determine 
whether interference effects are present or 
not. 

In addition, the magnitude of the inter- 
ference is a function of sin20w, and a precise 
measurement of the interference constitutes 
a measurement of this factor. In fact, it is 
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statistically more efficient to do this with a 
neutral current process because the charged 
current contains sin28W (= 0.25) summed 
with unity, whereas for the neutral current 
the leading term is sin2ew. 

The Experiments. The LAMPF proton 
beam ends in a thick beam stop where pions 
(d) are produced. These pions decay by the 
process 

yielding three types of neutrinos exiting the 
beam stop. The ve and cn are each produced 
with a continuous spectrum (Fig. 9) typical 
of muon decay, whereas the vu spectrum, the 

result of a two-body decay, is monoenergetic 
with an energy at about 30 MeV. The % 
spectrum has a cutoff energy at about 53 
MeV, and the Ve spectrum peaks around 35 
or 40 MeV then falls off, also at about 53 
MeV. These three particles are the source of 
many possible measurements. 

The primary goal is the study of the ve-e 
elastic scattering already discussed. The de- 
tector, which we shall describe in more detail 
shortly, must detect electrons characteristic 
of the elastic scattering, that is, they should 
have energies between 0 and 53 MeV and lie 
within about 15 degrees of the forward direc- 
tion (the tracks must point back to the neu- 
trino source). 

Also, by selecting events with electrons 
below 35 MeV, the group will search for the 
first observation of an exclusive neutrino- 
induced nuclear transition. The process 

would produce electrons with less than 35 
MeV energy that lie predominantly outside 
the angular region for the elastic scattering 
events. 

Another important physics goal, neutrino 
oscillations, can be addressed simultane- 
ously. A process, called an "appearance," in 
which the in species disappears from the 
beam and Ve appears, can be probed by 
searching for the presence of Ge in the beam. 
This type of neutrino does not exist in the 
original neutrino source, so its presence 
downstream could be evidence for the 
G-ie  oscillation. The experimental 
signature for such a process is the presence of 
isotropic single positrons produced by the 
reaction 

combined with a selection in energy of more 
than 35 MeV, which can be used to isolate 
these candidate events from the nuclear tran- 
sition process discussed above. 

In all three of the processes studied, the 
technical problem to be solved is the separa- 
tion of the desired events from competing 



background processes. The properties of the 
detector (Fig. 10) needed to do this include: 

1. Passive shielding-Lead, iron, and con- 
crete are used to absorb charged and neutral 
cosmic ray particles entering the detector 
volume. However, the shield is not thick 
enough to insure that events seen in the inner 
detector come only from neutrinos entering 
the detector and not from residual cosmic 
ray backgrounds. The outer shield merely 
reduces the flux, consisting mainly of muons 
and hadrons from cosmic rays and of neu- 
trons from the LAMPF beam stop. 

The LAMPF beam is on between 6 and 10 
per cent of each second so that the periods 
between pulses will provide an important 
normalizing measurement indicating how 
well the passive shielding works. 

2. Active anti-coincidence shield-This 
multilayer device is an active detector that 
surrounds the inner detector and serves 
many purposes. For example, muons from 
cosmic rays that penetrate the passive shield 
are detected here by being coincident in time 
with an inner detector trigger. This allows the 
rejection of these "prompt" muons, with less 
than one muon in lo4 surviving the rejec- 
tion. Data acquisition electronics that store 
the history of the anti-coincidence shield for 
32 microseconds prior to an inner detector 
trigger serve an even more complex purpose. 
This information is used to reject any inner 
detector electrons coming from a muon that 
stopped in the outer shield and that took up 
to 32 microseconds to decay. The mean 
muon lifetime is only 2.2 microseconds, so 
this is a very satisfactory way to reject such 
events. 

3. Inner converter-Photons penetrating 
the anti-coincidence layer, produced perhaps 
by cosmic rays or particles associated with 
the beam, strike an additional layer of steel 
and are either absorbed or converted into 
electronic showers that are seen as tracks 
connected to the edge of the inner detector. 
Such events are discarded in the data analy- 
sis. 

4. Inner detector-This module's primary 
role is to measure the trajectory and energy 
deposition of electrons and other charged 
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Fig. 10. The detector for the neutrino-electron scattering experiments. The outer 
layer of passive shielding (mainly steel) cuts down the flux of neutral solar 
particles. 

The anti-coincidence shield rejects muons from cosmic rays and electrons 
coming from the decay of muons stopped in the outer shield. I t  consists of four 
layers of drift tubes, totaling 603 counters, each 6 meters long. A total of 4824 
wires provides a fine-grained, highly effective screen, with an inefficiency (and 
therefore a suppression) of 2 X 1K5. 

Another steel layer, the inner converter, is used to reject photons from cosmic 
rays or other particles associated with the beam. 

The inner detector consists of 10 tons ofplastic scintillators interleaved with 4.5 
tons of tracking chambers. The plastic scintillators sample the electron energy 
every 10 layers of track chamber. There are 160 counters, each 75 cm by 300 cm by 
2.5 cm thick, and they measure the energy to about 10 per cent accuracy. The track 
chambers are a classic technology: they are flash chambers that behave like neon 
lights when struck by an ionizingparticle, discharging in a luminous and climactic 
way. There are a phenomenal 208,000 flash tubes in the detector, and they measure 
the electron tracks and sort them into angular bins about 7 degrees wide. 
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particles. ElectfOn tracks are the signature of 
the desired n,+rin~ reactions, but recoil 
protons generated by neutrons from the 
beam stop and from cosmic rays must also be 
detected and filtered Out in the data analysis. 
The inner detector contains layers of plastic 
scintillators thst sample the particle energy 
deposited along its path for particle identifi- 
cation and also provide a calorimetric meas- 
urement of the total energy. Trajectory meas- 
urement is prodded by a compact system of 
flash chambers interleaved with the plastic 
scintillators. 

When this detector is turned on, it counts 
about 108 raw events per day, mostly from 
cosmic rays. T(? illustrate the selectivity re- 
quired of this experiment, a recent data run 
of a few months is expected to produce some- 
what less than 50 Ve-e elastic scattering 

source of neutrinos is being developed that muon decay. The spectrum is characterized 
will eventually employ a rapidly pulsed (to first order in me/mp and integrated over 
"horn" to focus pions that decay to neu- the electron polarization) by 
trinos. This development will be used to 
provide neutrinos for a major new detector. dN 

a (3 -2x) 
The group is not content to work merely on * dx (cos 

developing the facility but is using a prelimi- 
nary detector to measure some key cross 
sections and set new limits on neutrino os- 
cillations as well. 

Another group (Ohio State, Louisiana 
State, Argonne, California Institute of Tech- 
nology, Los Alamos) is assembling the first 
components of an aggressive effort to search 
for the ip appearance mode. Other physicists 
at the laboratory are preparing a solar neu- 
trino initiative. 

The exciting field of neutrino research, 
begun by Los Alamos scientists, is clearly 
entering a golden period. 

Precision Studies of Normal 
Muon Decay 

The measurement of the electron energy 
spectrum and angular distribution from or- 
dinary muon decay, 

where We is the electron mass, 6 is the angle 
of emission of the electron with respect to the 
muon polarization vector Pn, q is the muon 
mass, and x is the reduced electron energy (x 
= 2E/mp where E is the electron energy). The 
Michel parameters p, q, 5 , 6  characterize the 
spectrum. 

The standard model predicts that 

p = 8 = % ,  !=I, and q = O .  

is one of the most fundamental in particle 
physics in that it is the best way to determine 
the constants of the weak interaction. These 
studies have led to limits on the V - A 
character of the theory. 

The spectrum of ordinary muon decay 
may be precisely calculated from the stan- 
dard model. Built into the minimal standard 
model-consistent with the idea that every- 
thing in the model must be required by 
measurements-are the assumptions that 
neutrinos are massless and the only interac- 
tions that enter are of vector and axial vector 
form (that is, V - A, or equal magnitude and 
opposite sign). Lepton flavor conservation is 
also taken to be exact. 

This V - A structure of the weak interac- 
tion can be tested by precise measurements 
of the electron spectrum from ordinary 

One can also measure several parameters 
characterizing the longitudinal polarization 
of the electron and its two transverse compo- 
nents. Table 2 gives the current world aver- 
age values for the Michel parameters. These 
data have been used to place limits on the 
weak interaction coupling constants, as 
shown in Table 3. As can be seen, the current 
limits allow up to a 30 per cent admixture of 
something other than a pure V - A structure. 
Other analyses, with other model-dependent 
assumptions, set the limit below 10 per cent. 

One of the extensions of the minimal stan- 
dard model is a theory with left-right sym- 
metry. The gauge symmetry group that em- 
bodies the left-handed symmetry would be 
joined by one for right-handed symmetry, 
and the charged-current bosons W' and W- 
would be expanded in terms of a symmetric 
combination of fields WL and Wo. Such an 



extension is important from a theoretical 
standpoint for several reasons. First, it 
restores parity conservation as a high-energy 
symmetry of the weak interaction. The well- 
known observation of parity violation in 
weak processes would then be relegated to 
the status of a low-energy phenomenon due 
to the fed that the mass of the right-handed 
Wis much larger than that of the left-handed 
W. Each lepton generation would probably 
require two neutrinos, a light left-handed one 
and a very heavy right-handed member. 
The dominance of the left-handed charged 

current at presently accessible energies 
would be due to a very large mass for Wa, 
but the 6 mass splitting would still 
be small on the scale of the grand unification 
mass Mr. Thus the precision study of a weak 
decay such as ordinary mum decay or 
nucleon beta decay can be used to set a limit 
on the left-right symmetry of the weak inter- 
action. 

With such pl-rn as the V - A  nature of 
the weak interaction and the existence of 
right-handed W bcmns accessible to such 
precision studies, it is not surprising that 
several experimental teams at meson fi- 
tones are carrying out a variety of studies of 
ordinary muon decay. One team working at 
the Canadian facility TRIUMF has already 
collected data and set a lower limit of 380 
GeV on the mass of the right-handed W. 
This was done with a muon beam of only a 
few MeV! 

The Time Projection Chamber, A Los 
Alamos - University of Chicago-NRC Can- 
ada collaboration is carrying out a 
particularly comprehensive and sensitive 
study of the muon decay spectrum using a 
novel and elaborate device known as a time 
projection chamber (TPC). 

The TPC (Fig+ 1 1) is a very large volume 
drift chamber. In a conventional drift 
chamber, an array of wires at carefully de- 
termifled potentials collects the ionization 
left in a gas by a passing charged particle. The 
time of arrival of the packet of ionization in 
the cell near each wire is used to calculate the 
path of the particle through the cell. The gas 

and the field in the cell arc chosen so that the 
ionization drifts at a constant terminal veloc- 
ity. Thus the calculation of the position from 
the drift time can be done accurately. Many 
drift chambers provide coordinate measure- 
ments accurate to less than 100 micrometers. 

On the other hand, a TPC uses the same 
drift velocity phenomenon but employs it in 
a large volume with no wires in the sensitive 
region. The path ofionization drifts en masse 
under the influence of an electric field along 
the axis of the chamber. The ionization is 
collected on a series of electrodes, called 

pads, on the chamber endcaps, providing 
precision measurement of trajectory charge 
and energy. The pad signal also gives a time 
measurement, relative to the event trigger, 
that can be used to reconstruct the spatial 
coordinate of each point on the trajectory. 

The TPC in the Los Alamos experiment is 
placed in a magnetic field sufficiently strong 
that the decay electrons, whose energies 
range up to about 53 MeV, follow helical 
paths. The magnetic field is accurate enough 
to make absolute momentum measurements 
of the decay electrons. 
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Fig. 11. The time projection chamber (TPC), a device to study the muon decay 
spectrum. A beam of muons from LAMPF enters the TJPC via a 2-inch beam pipe 
that extends through the magnet pole parallel to the magnetic field directwn. 
Before entering the chamber, the moons pass through a 10-mil thick sdntiaator 
that serves as a MUM detector. The scintillator is viewed via fibr optic light 
guides, by two photomultiplier tubes located outside the magnet. The thresAolds for 
the discriminators on these photomultiplier channels are adjusted to produce a 
coincidence for the more heavily ionizing muons while the minimum-iding 
beam electrons are ignored. A defiector located in the beam line 2 meters upstream 
of the magnet produces a region of crossed electric and magnetic fields through 
which the beam passes. This device acts first as a beam separator, purifying the 
muon fluxÃ‘i parttcular, reducing the number of electrons in the beam from 
about 200 to about 1.5 for every muon. The device also acts as a deflector, keeping 
additional particks out of the chamber by switching of f  the electric field oace a 
muon has been observed entering the detector. The magnetic field in this detector is 
provided by an iron-enclosed solenoid, with the maximum field in the current 
arrangement being 6.6 kilogamss. The field has been carefuHy measured and found 
to be uniform to better then 0.6per cent within the entire TPC-sensitive volume of 
52 cm in length by 122 em in diameter. The TPCreadout, on the chamber endcaps, 
consists of 21 identical modules, each of which has 15 sense wires and 255 pads 
arranged under the sense wires in rows of 17pads each. The sense wires provide the 
high field gradient necessary for gas amplification of the track ion&ation. The 21 
modules are arranged to cover most of the 122-centimeter diameter of the chamber. 
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A beam of muons from LAMPF passes 
first through a device that acts as a beam 
separator, purifying the muon flux 
(especially of electrons, which are reduced by 
this device from an electron-to-muon ratio of 
200: 1 to about 3:2). The device also acts as a 
deflector, keeping additional particles from 
entering the chamber once a muon is inside. 
With a proper choice of beam intensity, only 
one muon is allowed in the TPC at a time. 
Next the beam passes through a 10-mil thick 
scintillator (serving both as a muon detector 
and a device used to reject events caused by 
the remaining beam electrons) and continues 
into the TPC along a line parallel to the 
magnetic field direction. 

The requirement for an event to be trig- 
gered is that one muon enters the TPC during 
the LAMPF beam pulse and stops in the 
central 10 cm of the drift region. The entering 
muon is detected by a signal coincidence 
from photomultipliers attached to the 1 &mil 
scintillator (this signal operates the deflector 
that keeps other muons out). The scintillator 
signal must also be coincident-including a 
delay that corresponds to the drift time from 
the central 10 cm of the TPC-with a high 
level signal from any of the central wires of 
the TPC. If no delayed coincidence occurs, 
indicating that the muon did not penetrate 
far enough into the TPC, or a high level 
output is detected before the selected time 
window, indicating that the muon 
penetrated too far, the event is rejected and 
all electronics are reset. Then 250 micro- 
seconds later (to allow for complete clearing 
of all tracks in the TPC) the beam is allowed 
to re-enter for another attempt. The event is 
also rejected if a second muon enters the 
TPC during the 200-nanosecond period re- 
quired to turn off the deflector electric field. 

If the event is accepted, the computer 
reads 20 microseconds of stored data. This 
corresponds to five muon decay lifetimes 
plus the 9 microseconds it takes for a track to 
drift the full length of the TPC. 

The experiment is expected to collect 
about lo8 muon decay events, at a trigger 
rate of 120 events per second, during the next 
year. Preliminary data have already been 
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taken, showing that the key resolution for 
electron momentum falls in the target range, 
namely Ap/p is 0.7 per cent averaged over the 
entire spectrum. Figure 12 shows one of the 
elegant helical tracks obtained in these early 
runs. 

Ultimately, this experiment will be able to 
improve upon the four parameters shown in 
Table 2, although the initial emphasis will be 
on p. In the context of left-right symmetric 
models, an improved measurement of p will 
place a new limit on the allowed mixing 
angle between WR and WL that is almost 
independent of the mass of the WR. 

Summary 

The particle physics community is ag- 
gressively pursuing research that will lead to 
verification or elaboration of the minimal 
standard model. Most of the world-wide ac- 
tivity is centered at the high-energy colliding 
beam facilities, and the last few years have 
yielded a bountiful harvest of new results, 
including the direct observation of the W*- 
and Z' bosons and the top quark. Many of 
the key measurements of the 1980s are likely 
to be made at the medium-energy facilities, 
such as LAMPF, or in experiments far from 
accelerators, deep underground and at reac- 
tors, where studies of proton decay, solar 

Fig. 12. An example of the typical helical track observed for a muon-decay event in 
an early run with the TPC. (The detector here is shown on end compared to Fig. 
11.) 

neutrino physics, neutrino oscillations, 
tritium beta decay, and other bellwether re- 
search is being carried out. 

The program of fundamental particle 
physics research at Los Alamos is making 
aggressive use of our unique facilities to 
search higher mass scales, to push current 
theory to its limits, and to provide some of 
the key measurements available only at 
lower energies. Extensions to our physical 
theories may well be driven by such work. 
The observation of lepton flavor non- 
conservation, a neutrino mass, the absence 
of interference between the charged and neu- 
tral weak currents, of right-handed charged 

current effects in muon decay, or neutrino 
oscillations would set off revolutionary 
changes in the accepted dogma. 

The program at Los Alamos is not a static 
one, and many ambitious initiatives are be- 
ing pursued. Further work on rare muon 
decays and neutrino scattering are proposed. 
Studies deep underground of solar neutrino 
physics and other fields are included in a 
proposed national facility for underground 
physics. Studies of rare kaon decays and a 
proposed major addition to the LAMPF fa- 
cility, LAMPF 11, herald a grand era of kaon, 
neutrino, and antiproton physics on our 
mesa tops. 

Gary H. Sanders learned his physics on the east coast, starting at 
Stuyvesant High School in New York City, then Columbia and an A.B. in 
physics in 1967, and finally a Ph.D. from the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology in 197 1. The work for his doctoral thesis, which dealt with the 
photoproduction of neutral rho mesons on complex nuclei, was 
performed at DESY's electron synchrotron in Hamburg, West Germany 
under the guidance of Sam Ting. After seven years at Princeton Univer- 
sity, during which time he used the beams at Brookhaven National 
Laboratory and Fermi National Accelerator Laboratory, he came west to 
join the Laboratory's Medium Energy Physics Division and use the 
beams at LAMPF. A great deal of his research has dealt with the study of 
muons and with the design of the beams, detectors, and signal processing 
equipment needed for these experiments. 
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The various scientific teams associated with each experiment are listed below. 

Tritium beta decay 

Los Alamos National Laboratory: 
Thomas J. Bowles, R. G. Hamish Robertson, Martin P. Maley, 
John F. Wilkerson, John C. Browne, Tom H. Bumtt, James S. 
Cohen, Richard L. Martin, Robert K. Sander, Evan 0. Ballard 

Princeton University: 
David A. Knapp (graduate student) 

University of California, San Diego: 
Jerry Helfrich (graduate student) 

Rare decays of the muon (the Crystal Box) 

Los Alamos National Laboratory: 
Richard D. Bolton, James D. Bowman, Roger D. Carlini, Martin 
D. Cooper, M. Duong-van, James S. Frank, Askel L. Hallin, 
Peter A. Heusi, Cyrus M. Hoffman, Fesseha G. Mariam, H. S. 
Matis, Richard E. Mischke, Darragh E. Nagle, Vernon D. Sand- 
berg, Gary H. Sanders, Urs Sennhauser, R. L. Talaga, Richard D. 
Werbeck, Robert A. Williams 

Stanford University: 
Steven L. wlson, E. Barry Hughes, Robert Hofstadter 

University of Chicago: 
David Grosnick, S. Courtenay Wright 

Temple University: 
Gary E. Hogan, Virgil L. Highland 

Neutrino-electron scattering 

University of California, Irvine: 
Richard C. Allen, Vinod Bharadwaj, George Brooks, Herbert H. 
Chen, Peter J. Doe, Renee Hausammann, Wen-Piao Lee, Hans- 
Jorg Mahler, Minick Rushton, Ken-Chung Wang 

Los Alamos National Laboratory: 
Thomas J. Bowles, Robert L. Burman, Roger D. Carlini, Donald 
R. S. Cochran, James S. Frank, Eliezar Piasetzky, Vernon D. 
Sandberg 

University of Maryland: 
Danial A. Krakauer, Richard C. Talaga 

Prototype for a larger fine-grained neutrino detector 

Los Alamos National Laboratory: 
Thomas Bowles, Ronald Brown, Robert Burman, Roger Carlini, 
David Clark, Scott Clearwater, Donald Cochran, Thomas 
Dombeck, Herald Kruse, David Lee, Vernon Sandberg 

University of New Mexico: 
Berndt Bassalleck, Byron Dieterle, Roger Hill, Ju Kang, Chris 
Leavitt 

Temple University: 
Leonard Auerbach, Suno Datta, Virgil Highland, David Huang, 
Kenneth McFarlane 

University of California, Los Angeles: 
Bjarni Aas, George Igo, Charles Newsom 

University of California, Riverside: 
David Fkavis, Sunayana Y .  Fung, Bill Gom, Robert Poe, 
Gordon Van Dalen 

Valparaiso University: 
Donald Koetke, Randolf Fisk 

University of Texas: 
David Oakley 

Electron-antineutrino appearance mode experiment 

Argonne National Laboratory: 
Stuart Freedman, Gerry Garvey, Mike Green, Kevin Lesko, 
James Napolitano 

California Institute of Technology: 
Brian Fujikawa, Bob McKeown 

Los Alamos National Laboratory: 
Roger Carlini, Joey Donahue, Vern Sandberg 

Louisiana State University: 
Catherine Choi, Ali Fazely, Richard Imlay, Serge Lusin, Bill 
Metcalf 

Ohio State University: 
Ron Harper, T. Y. Ling, Joe Mitchell, Thomas Romanowski, 
Elton Smith, Mark Timko 

Normal muon decay (time projection chamber) 

Los Alamos National Laboratory: 
Herbert L. Anderson, W. Wayne Kinnison, John W. fillberg, 
Robert J. McKee. 

University of Chicago: 
Ming-Jen Yang 

Swiss Institute for Nuclear Research, Switzerland: 
Alex Zehnder 

National Research Council, Canada: 
Clifford K. Hargrove 
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the march toward 

Î n the Book of Genesis, we are told that . . . unto Enoch was born Irad: and 
had begat Mehujael: and Mehujael begat Methnsael: and Methusael begat 
Lamech. And Lamech . . . And so it is with particle accelerators! Each 
generation of these machines answers a set of important questions, 

makes some fundamental discoveries, and gives rise to new questions 
that can be answered only by a new generation of accelerators, usually 
of higher energy than the previous one. For example, in the decade of 
the 1950s, the Berkeley Bevatron was built to confirm the existence 
of the antiproton, and it was subsequently used to discover an 
unexpected array of new "particles." These were our earliest 
clues about the existence of quarks but were not recognized, ^ 

as such until 1964, when the QT particle was discovered at 
the Brookhaven AGS, a much more powerful proton 
accelerator than the Bevatron. In more recent times the 
brilliant discovery of the W k  and ZO bosons at the 
CERN SppS, a proton-antiproton collider that im- 
parts ten times more energy to particle beams than 
the AGS, has confirmed the Nobel-prize-winning 
gauge theory of Glashow, Weinberg, and Salam. 
And now we are faced with understanding the 
physics behind the masses of these bosons, 
which will require an accelerator at least ten - - 
times more powerful than the SppS! 



higher energies 
by S. Peter &sen 
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When these questions have been 
answered, we may expect the cycle to repeat 
itself until we run out of resources-or out of 
space. So far the field of particle physics has 
been fortunate: every time it seems to have 
reached the end of the energy line, some new 
technical development has come along to 
extend it into new realms. Synchrotrons such 
as the Bevatron and the Cosmotron, its sister 
and rival at Brookhaven, both represented 
an order-of-magnitude improvement over 
synchrocyclotrons, which in their time over- 
came relativistic problems to extend the 
energy of cyclotrons from tens of MeV into 
the hundreds. What allowed these develop- 
ments was the synchronous principle in- 
vented independently by E. McMillan at 
Berkeley and V. Veksler in the Soviet Union. 

In a cyclotron a proton travels in a circular 
orbit under the influence of a constant mag- 
netic field. Every time it crosses a particular 
diameter, it receives an accelerating kick 
from an rf electric field oscillating at a con- 
stant frequency equal to the orbital fre- 
quency of the proton at some (low) kinetic 
energy. Increasing the kinetic energy of the 
proton increases the radius of its orbit but 
does not change its orbital frequency until 
the effects of the relativistic mass increase 
become significant. For this reason a 
cyclotron cannot efficiently accelerate 
protons to energies above about 20 MeV. 
The solution introduced by McMillan and 
Veksler was to vary the frequency of the rf 
field so that the proton and the field re- 
mained in synchronization. With such 
synchrocyclotrons proton energies of hun- 
dreds of MeV became accessible. 

In a synchrotron the protons are confined 
to a narrow range of orbits during the entire 
acceleration cycle by varying also the magne- 
tic field, and the magnetic field can then be 
supplied by a ring of magnets rather than by 
the solid circular magnet of a cyclotron. 
Nevertheless, the magnets in early synchro- 
trons were still very large, requiring 10,000 
tons of iron in the case of the Bevatron, and 
for all practical purposes the synchrotron 
appeared to have reached its economic limit 
with this 6-GeV machine. Just at the right 

time a group of accelerator physicists at 
Brookhaven invented the principle of 
"strong focusing," and Ernest Courant, in 
May 1953, looked forward to the day when 
protons could be accelerated to 100 
GeV-fifty times the energy available from 
the Cosmotron-with much smaller 
magnets! In the meantime Courant and his 
colleagues contented themselves with build- 
ing a machine ten times more energetic, 
namely, the AGS (Alternating Gradient 
Synchrotron). 

Courant proved to be most farsighted, but 
even his optimistic goal was far surpassed in 
the twenty years following the invention of 
strong focusing. The accelerator at Fermilab 
(Fermi National Accelerator Laboratory) 
achieved proton energies of 400 GeV in 
1972, and at CERN (Organisation Euro- 
peene pour Recherche Nuclkaire) the SPS 
(Super Proton Synchrotron) followed suit in 
1976. Size is the most striking feature of 
these machines. Whereas the Bevatron had a 
circumference of 0.1 kilometer and could 
easily fit into a single building, the CERN 
and Fermilab accelerators have circumfer- 
ences between 6 and 7 kilometers and are 
themselves hosts to large buildings. 

Both the Fermilab accelerator and the SPS 
are capable of accelerating protons to 500 
GeV, but prolonged operation at that energy 
is prohibited by excessive power costs. This 
economic hurdle has recently been overcome 
by the successful development of supercon- 
ducting magnets. Fermilab has now installed 
a ring of superconducting magnets in the 
same tunnel that houses the original main 
ring and has achieved proton energies of 800 
GeV, or close to 1 TeV. The success of the 
Tevatron, as it is called, has convinced the 
high-energy physics community that a 20- 
TeV proton accelerator is now within our 
technological grasp, and studies are under 
way to develop a proposal for such an ac- 
celerator, which would be between 90 and 
160 kilometers in circumference. Whether 
this machine, known as the SSC (Supercon- 
ducting Super Collider), will be the terminus 
of the energy line, only time will tell; but if 
the past is any guide, we can expect some- 

thing to turn up. (See "The SSC-An En- 
gineering Challenge.") 

Paralleling the higher and higher energy 
proton accelerators has been the develop- 
ment of electron accelerators. In the 1950s 
the emphasis was on linear accelerators, or 
linacs, in order to avoid the problem of 
energy loss by synchrotron radiation, which 
is much more serious for the electron than 
for the more massive proton. The develop- 
ment of linacs culminated in the two-mile- 
long accelerator at SLAC (Stanford Linear 
Accelerator Center), which today accelerates 
electrons to 40 GeV. This machine has had 
an enormous impact upon particle physics, 
both direct and indirect. 

The direct impact includes the discovery 
of the "scaling" phenomenon in the late 
1960s and of parity-violating electro- 
magnetic forces in the late 1970s. By the 
scaling phenomenon is meant the behavior 
of electrons scattered off nucleons through 
very large angles: they appear to have been 
deflected by very hard, pointlike objects in- 
side the nucleons. In exactly the same way 
that the experiments of Rutherford revealed 
the existence of an almost pointlike nucleus 
inside the atom, so the scaling experiments 
provided a major new piece of evidence for 
the existence of quarks. This evidence was 
further explored and extended in the '70s by 
neutrino experiments at Fermilab and 
CERN. 

Whereas the scaling phenomenon opened 
a new vista on the physics of nucleons, the 
1978 discovery of parity violation in the 
scattering of polarized electrons by deuterons 
and protons closed a chapter in the history of 
weak interactions. In 1973 the phenomenon 
ofweak neutral currents had been discovered 
in neutrino reactions at the CERN PS 
(Proton Synchrotron), an accelerator very 
similar in energy to the AGS. This discovery 
constituted strong evidence in favor of the 
Glashow-Weinberg-Salam theory unifying 
electromagnetic and weak interactions. Dur- 
ing the next five years more and more 
favorable evidence accumulated until only 
one vital piece was missing-the demonstra- 
tion of parity violation in electron-nucleon 
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GeV per beam. In the fall of 1974, the y 
particle, which provided the first evidence 
for the fourth, or charmed, quark was found 
among the products of electron-positron col- 

. .. 
,: , . lisions at SPEAR; at the same time the J 

. , ,,. .-.s t; particle, exactly the same object as y, was 

. . discovered in proton collisions at the AGS. 

. . 
With the advent of J/y, the point of view .". . > \  

A .  
that all hadrons are made of quarks gained 
universal acceptance. (The up, down, and 
strange quarks had been "found" experimen- 
tally; the existence of the charmed quark had 
been postulated in 1964 by Glashow and J. 
Bjorken to equalize the number of quarks 
and leptons and again in 1970 by Glashow, J. 
Iliopoulos, and L. Maiani to explain the ap- 
parent nonoccurrence of strangeness-chang- 
ing neutral currents. 

The discovery of J/y, together with the 
discovery of neutral currents the year before, 

-,I,' 1 revitalized the entire field of high-energy 
physics. In particular, it set the building of 

$&$ .; electron-positron storage rings going with a -,:ff'q . , 
vengeance! Plans were immediately laid at 
SLAC for PEP (Positron Electron Project), a 

& larger storage ring capable of producing 18- 
GeV beams of electrons and positrons, and 
in Hamburg, home of DORIS (Doppel-Ring- 
Speicher), the European counterpart of 
SPEAR, a 19-GeV storage ring named 
PETRA (Positron Electron Tandem Ring 
Accelerator) was designed. Subsequently a 

The "string and sealing wax" version of a cyclotron. With this 4-inch device E. 0. 
Lawrence and graduate student M. S. Livingston successfully demonstrated the 
feasibility of the cyclotron principle on January 2, 1931. The device accelerated 
protons to 80 keV. (Photo courtesy of Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory.) 

reactions at a very small, but precisely 
predicted, level. In a brilliant experiment C. 
Prescott and R. Taylor and their colleagues 
found the missing link and thereby set the 
seal on the unification of weak and electro- 
magnetic interactions. 

A less direct but equally significant impact 
of the two-mile linac arose from the electron- 
positron storage ring known as SPEAR 

(Stanford Positron Electron Accelerating 
Ring). Electrons and positrons from the linac 
are accumulated in two counterrotating 
beams in a circular ring of magnets and 
shielding, which, from the outside, looks like 
a reconstruction of Stonehenge. Inside, 
enough rf power is supplied to overcome 
synchrotron radiation losses and to allow 
some modest acceleration from about 1 to 4 

third storage ring producing 8-GeV beams of 
positrons and electrons was built at Comell; 
it goes by the name of CESR (Comell Elec- 
tron Storage Ring). 

Although the gluon, the gauge boson of 
quantum chromodynamics, was discovered 
at PETRA, and the surprisingly long lifetime 
of the b quark was established at PEP, the 
most interesting energy range turned out to 
be occupied by CESR. Very shortly before 
this machine became operative, L. Leder- 
man and his coworkers, in an experiment at 
Fermilab similar to the J experiment at  
Brookhaven, discovered the 'T particle at 9.4 
GeV; it is the bquark analogue of J/y at 3.1 
GeV. By good fortune CESR is in just the 
right energy range to explore the properties of 
the 'T system, just as SPEAR was able to 
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elucidate the y~ system. Many interesting re- 
sults about T, its excited states, and mesons 
containing the b quark are emerging from 
this unique facility at Comell. 

The next round for positrons and electrons 
includes two new machines, one a CERN 
storage ring called LEP (Large Electron- 
Positron) and the other a novel facility at 
SLAC called SLC (Stanford Linear Collider). 
LEP will be located about 800 meters under 
the Jura Mountains and will have a circum- 
ference of 30 kilometers. Providing 86-GeV 
electron and positron beams initially and 
later 130-GeV beams, this machine will be an 
excellent tool for exploring the properties of 
the W* bosons. SLC is an attempt to over- 
come the problem of synchrotron radiation 
losses by causing two linear beams to collide 
head on. If successful, this scheme could well 
establish the basic design for future machines 
of extremely high energy. At present SLC is 
expected to operate at 50 GeV per beam, an 
ideal energy with which to study the 2' 
boson. 

High energy is not the only frontier against 
which accelerators are pushing. Here at Los 
Alamos LAMPF (Los Alamos Meson Phys- 
ics Facility) has been the scene of pioneering 
work on the frontier of high intensity for 
more than ten years. At present this 800- 
MeV proton linac carries an average current 
of 1 milliampere. To emphasize just how 
great an intensity that is, we note that most of 
the accelerators mentioned above hardly 
ever attain an average current of 10 micro- 
amperes. LAMPF is one of three so-called 
meson factories in the world; the other two 
are highly advanced synchrocyclotrons at 
TRIUMF (Tri-University Meson Facility) in 
Vancouver, Canada, and at SIN (Schweizer- 
isches Institut fur Nuklearforschung) near 
Zurich, Switzerland. 

The high intensity available at LAMPF 
has given rise to fundamental contributions 
in nuclear physics, including confirmation of 
the recently developed Dirac formulation of 
nucleon-nucleus interactions and discovery 
of giant collective excitations in nuclei. In 
addition, its copious muon and neutrino 

A state-of-the art version of aproton synchrotron. Here at Fermilabprotons will be 
accelerated to an energy close to 1 TeV in a 6562-foot-diameter ring of supercon- 
ducting magnets. Wilson Hall, headquarters of the laboratory and a fitting 
monument to a master accelerator builder, appears at the lower left. (Photo 
courtesy of Fermi National Accelerator Laboratory.) 

beams have been applied to advantage in 
particle physics, especially in the areas of rare 
modes of particle decay and neutrino phys- 
ics. 

The search for rare decay modes (such as 
pl' + e' + y) remains high on the agenda of 
particle physics because our present failure 
to see them indicates that certain conserva- 
tion laws seem to be valid. Grand unified 
theories of strong and electroweak interac- 
tions tell us that, apart from energy and 
momentum, the only strictly conserved 
quantity is electric charge. According to these 
theories, the conservation of all other quan- 
tities, including lepton number and baryon 
number, is only approximate, and violations 
of these conservation laws must occur, al- 
though perhaps at levels the minutest of the 
minute. 

Meson factories are ideally suited to the 
search for rare processes, and here at Los 
Alamos, at TRIUMF, and at SIN plans are 
being drawn up to extend the range of pres- 
ent machines from pions to kaons. (See 
"LAMPF I1 and the High-Intensity Fron- 
tier.") Several rare decays of kaons can 
provide important insights into grand uni- 

fied theories, as well as into theories that 
address the question of W' and z0 masses, 
and so the search for them can be expected to 
warm up in the next few years. 

Another reason for studying kaon decays 
is CP violation, a phenomenon discovered 
twenty years ago at the AGS and still today 
not well understood. Because the effects of 
CP violation have been detected only in 
kaon decays and nowhere else, extremely 
precise measurements of the relevant 
parameters are needed to help determine the 
underlying cause. In this case too, kaon fac- 
tories are very well suited to attack a funda- 
mental problem of particle physics. 

In the area of neutrino physics, LAMPF 
has made important studies of the identity of 
neutrinos emitted in muon decay and is now 
engaged in a pioneering study of neutrino- 
electron scattering. High-precision measure- 
ments of the cross section are needed as a test 
of the Glashow-Weinberg-Salam theory and 
are likely to be a major part of the experi- 
mental program at kaon factories. 

While the main thrust of particle physics 
has always been carried by accelerator-based 
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experiments, there are, and there have 
always been, important experiments per- 
formed without accelerators. The first 
evidence for strange particles was found in 
the late 1940s in photographic emulsions 
exposed to cosmic rays, and in 1956 the 
neutrino was first detected in an experiment 
at a nuclear reactor. In both cases ac- 
celerators took up these discoveries to ex- 
plore and extend them as far as possible. 

Another example is the discovery of parity 
nonconservation in late 1956. The original 
impetus came from the famous T-6 puzzle 
concerning the decay of K mesons into two 
and three pions, and it had its origins in 
accelerator-based experiments. But the de- 
finitive' experiment that demonstrated the 
nonconservation of parity involved the beta 
decay of cobalt-60. Further studies of nuclear 
beta decay led to a beautiful clarification of 
the Fermi theory of weak interactions and 
laid the foundations for modern gauge the- 
ories. The history of this era reveals a re- 
markable interplay between accelerator and 
non-accelerator experiments. 

In more recent times the solar neutrino 
experiment carried out by R. Davis and his 
colleagues deep in a gold mine provided the 
original motivation for the idea of neutrino 
oscillations. Other experiments deep under- 
ground have set lower limits of order 
years on the lifetime of the proton and may 
yet reveal that "diamonds are not forever." 

And the limits set at reactors on the electric most powerful accelerator in the world, and 
dipole moment of the neutron have proved it will soon regain that honor as the Tevatron 
to be a most rigorous test for the many begins to operate. The central laboratory 
models of CP violation that have been building, Wilson Hall, rises up to sixteen 
proposed. stories like a pair of hands joined in prayer, 

and it stands upon the plain of northcentral 
In 1958, a time of much expansion and Illinois much as York Minster stands upon 

optimism for the future, Robert R. Wilson, the plain of York in England, visible for 
the master accelerator builder, compared the miles around. Some wag once dubbed the 
building of particle accelerators in this cen- laboratory building "Minster Wilson, or the 
tury with the building of great cathedrals in Cathedral of St. Robert," and he observed 
12th and 13th century France. And just as that the quadrupole logo of Fermilab should 
the cathedral builders thrust upward toward be called "the Cross of Batavia." But Wilson 
Heaven with all the technical prowess at Hall serves to remind the citizens of northern 
their command, so the accelerator builders Illinois that science is ever present in their 
strive to extract ever more energy from their 
mighty machines. Just as the cathedral 
builders sought to be among the Heavenly 
Hosts, bathed in the radiance of Eternal 
Light, so the accelerator builders seek to 
unlock the deepest secrets of Nature and live 
in a state of Perpetual Enlightenment: 

Ah, but a man's reach should exceed 
his grasp, 

Or what's a heaven for? 
Robert Browning 

Wilson went on to build his great ac- 
celerator, and his cathedral too, at Fermilab 
near Batavia, Illinois. In its time, the early to 
mid 1970s, the main ring at Fermilab was the 

lives, just as York Minster reassured the 
peasants of medieval Yorkshire that God 
was always nearby. 

The times we live in are much less op- 
timistic than those when Wilson first made 
his comparison, and our resources are no 
longer as plentiful for our needs. But we may 
draw comfort from the search for a few nug- 
gets of truth in an uncertain world. 

To gaze up from the ruins of the 
oppressivepresent towards the stars is 
to recognise the indestructible world of 
laws, to strengthen faith in reason, to 
realise the "harmonia mundi" that 
transfuses allphenomena, and that 
never has been, nor will be, disturbed. 

Hermann Weyl, 19 19 
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Theoretical Physicist for the U.S. Energy Research and Development Administration's High Energy 
Physics Program, as Program Associate for Theoretical Physics with the National Science Foun- 
dation, and as Chairman of the U.S. Department of Energy's Technical Assessment Panel for Proton 
Decay and on the Governing Board for the Lewes Center for Physics in Delaware. His association 
with the Laboratory extends back to 1977 when he came as Visiting Staff Member. He has served as 
Consultant with the Theoretical Division and as a member of the Program Advisory Committee and 
Chairman of the Neutrino Subcommittee of LAMPF. He is currently Associate Division Leader for 
Nuclear and Particle Physics of the Theoretical Division. Peter's research specialties are symmetries 
of elementary particles and the theory of weak interactions. 
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LAMPF I1 and the 
High-Intensity Frontier 

by Henry A. Thiessen 

A small Los Alamos group has spent the past two years plan- 
ning an addition to LAMPF, the 800-MeV, 1-milliampere 
proton linac on Mesita de Los Alamos. Dubbed LAMPF I1 

and consisting of two high-current synchrotrons fed by LAMPF, the 
addition will provide beams of protons with a maximum energy of 45 
GeV and a maximum current of 200 microamperes. Compared to its 
best existing competitor, the AGS at Brookhaven National Labora- 
tory, LAMPF I1 will produce approximately 90 times more neu- 
trinos. 300 times more kaons, and 1000 times more antiprotons. 
Figure 1 shows a layout of the proposed facility. 

Why Do We Need LAMPF II? 

The new accelerator will continue the tradition set by LAMPF of 
operating in the intersection region between nuclear physics and 
particle physics. Other articles in this issue ("The Family Problem" 
and "Experiments To Test Unification Schemes") have discussed 
crucial experiments in particle physics that require high-intensity 
beams of secondary particles. For example, the large mass estimated 
for a "family vector boson" implies that, now and for the foreseeable 
future, the possibility of family-changing interactions can be in- 

LAMPF 

Area C 

4 
Area A 

800-MeV H Injection Line 

Fig. 1. LAMPF II, the proposed addition to LAMPF, is 
designed to produce protons beams with a maximum energy 
of 45 GeV and a maximum current of 200 microamperes. 
These proton beams will provide intense beams of anti- 
protons, kaons, muons, and neutrinos for use in experiments 
important to both particle and nuclear physics. The addition 
consists of two synchrotons, both located 20 meters below 
the existing W F  linac. The booster (red) is a 9-GeV, 60 

45-GeV Main Ring 

hertz, 200-microampere machine fed by LAMPF, and the 
main ring (blue) is a 45-GeV, 6-hertz, 40-microampere 
machine. Proton beams will be delivered to the main ex- 
perimental area of LAMPF (Area A) and to an area for 
experiments with neutrino beams and short, pulsed beams of 
other secondary particles (Area C). A new area for experi- 
ments with high-energy secondary beams (Area H) will be 
constructed to make full use of the 45-GeV proton beam. 
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Fig. 2. The "EMC effect" was first observed in data on the 
scattering of muons from deuterium and iron nuclei at high 
momentum transfer. The ratio of the two nucleon structure 
functions (F?(Fe) and F?(D)) deduced from these data by 
regarding a nucleus as simply a collection of nucleons is 
shown above as a function of x, aparameter representing the 
fraction of the momentum carried by the nucleon struck in 
the collision. The observed variation of the ratio from unity 
is quite contrary to expectations; it can be interpreted as a 
manifestation of the quark substructure of the nucleons 
within a nucleus. (Adapted from J. J. Aubert et al. (The 
European Muon Collaboration), Physics Letters 
123B(1983):175.) 

vestigated only with high-intensity beams of kaons and muons. And 
studies of neutrino masses and neutrino-electron scattering, which 
are among the most important tests of possible extensions of the 
standard model. demand high-intensity beams of neutrinos to com- 
pensate for the notorious infrequency of their interactions. 

Here I take the opportunity to discuss some of the experiments in 
nuclear physics that can be addressed at LAMPF 11. The examples 

will include the search for quark effects with the Drell-Yan process, 
the production of quark-gluon plasma by annihilation of antiprotons 
in nuclei, the extraction of nuclear properties from hypernuclei, and 
low-energy tests of quantum chromodynamics. 

Quark Effects. A major problem facing today's generation of nuclear 
physicists is to develop a model of the nucleus in terms of its 
fundamental constituents-quarks and gluons. In terms of nucleons 
the venerable nuclear shell model has been as successful at interpret- 
ing nuclear phenomena as its analogue, the atomic shell model, has 
been at interpreting the structure and chemistry of atoms. But 
nucleons are known to be made of quarks and gluons and thus must 
possess some additional internal degrees of freedom. Can we see 
some of the effects of these additional degrees of freedom? And then 
can we use these observations to construct a theory of nuclei based on 
quarks and gluons? 

Defining an experiment to answer the first question is difficult for 
two reasons. First, we know from the success of the shell model that 
nucleons dominate the observable properties of nuclei, and when this 
model fails, the facts can still be explained in terms of the exchange of 
pions or other mesons between the nucleons. Second, the current 
theory of quarks and gluons (quantum chromodynamics, or QCD) is 
simple only in the limit of extremely high energy and extremely high 
momentum transfer, the domain of "asymptotic QCD." But the 
world of nuclear physics is very far from that domain. Thus, theoreti- 
cal guidance from the more complicated domain of low-energy QCD 
is sparse. 

To date no phenomenon has been observed that can be interpreted 
unambiguously as an effect of the quark-gluon substructure of 
nucleons. However, the results of an experiment at CERN by the 
"European Muon Collaboration"' are a good candidate for a quark 
effect, although other explanations are possible. This group de- 
termined the nuclear structure functions for iron and deuterium from 
data on the inelastic scattering of muons at high momentum trans- 
fers. (A nuclear structure function is a multiplicative correction to the 
Mott cross section; it is indicative of the momentum distribution of 
the quarks within the nucleus.) From these structure functions they 
then inferred values for the nucleon structure function by assuming 
that the nucleus is simply a collection of nucleons. (If this assumption 
were true, the inferred nucleon structure function would not vary 
from nucleus to nucleus.) Their results (Fig. 2) imply that an iron 
nucleus contains more high-momentum quarks and fewer low- 
momentum quarks than does deuterium. This was quite unexpected 
but was quickly corroborated by a re-analysis2 of some ten-year-old 
electron-scattering data from SLAC and has now been confirmed in 
great detail by several new  experiment^.^'^ The facts are clear, but 
how are they to be interpreted? 

The larger number of low-momentum quarks in iron than in 
deuterium may mean that the quarks in iron are sharing their 
momenta, perhaps with other quarks through formation of, say, six- 
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quark states. Another interpretation, that iron contains many more 
pions acting as nuclear "glue" than does deuterium, has already been 
discounted by the results of a LAMPFexperiment on the scattering of 
polarized protons from hydrogen and lead. Whatever the final 
interpretation of the "EMC effect" may be, it clearly indicates that 
the internal structure of the nucleon changes in the nucleus. 

Interpretation of the EMC effect is complicated by the fact that the 
contribution of the "valence" quarks (the three quarks that 
predominantly make up a nucleon) to the lepton-scattering 
amplitude is not distinguishable from the contribution of the "sea" 
quarks (the virtual quark-antiquark pairs that can exist within the 
nucleon for short times). One way to sort out these contributions is to 
measure the amplitude for production of lepton-antilepton pairs in 
high-energy hadron-hadron  collision^.^ When the momentum of the 
lepton-antilepton pair transverse to the hadron beam is small, the 
dominant amplitude for this Drell-Yan process arises from the 
annihilation of a quark and an antiquark into a photon, which then 
decays into the lepton-antilepton pair (Fig. 3). Since valence and sea 
quarks from different hadronic probes make different contributions 
to the amplitude, measurement of these differences with the 45-GeV 
proton beam of LAMPF I1 and its secondary beams of pions. kaons, 
and antiprotons can help to decide among the possible explanations 
of the EMC effect. 

Quark-Giuon Plasma. Quantum chromodynamics predicts that at a 
sufficiently high temperature or density the vacuum can turn into a 
state of quarks, antiquarks, and gluons called quark-gluon plasma. 
(Such a plasma is expected to have been formed in the first few 
microseconds after the creation of the universe.) The present genera- 
tion of relativistic heavy-ion experiments is designed to produce this 
plasma by achieving high density. However, since the predicted 
uncertainty in the transition temperature is much smaller than the 
predicted uncertainty in the transition density, achieving high tem- 
perature is regarded as the better approach to producing such a 
plasma. 

D. Strottman and W. Gibbs of Los Alamos have investigated the 
possibility of heating a nucleus to the required high temperature by 
annihilation of high-energy antiprotons within the nucleus.' The 
results of a calculation by Strottman (Fig. 4), which were based on a 
hydrodynamic model, indicate that in a nearly head-on collision 
between a 10-GeV antiproton and a uranium nucleus, most of the 
available energy is deposited within the nucleus, raising its tempera- 
ture to that necessary for formation of the quark-gluon plasma. Gibbs 
has performed such a calculation with the intranuclear cascade model 
and obtained very similar results. 

Like relativistic heavy-ion experiments, such antiproton experi- 
ments pose two problems: isolating from among many events the rare 
head-on collisions and finding a signature of the transition to plasma. 
The high intensity of antiprotons to be available at LAMPF I1 will 

Fig. 3. The Drell-Yan process is the name given to the 
production of a lepton-antilepton pair in a collision between 
two hadrons. When the momentum of the lepton pair trans- 
verse to the projectile hadron is small, the dominant 
amplitude for the Drell- Yam process arises from the interac- 
tion pictured above: a quark and an antiquark from the two 
hadrons annihilate to form aphoton, which then decays into 
the lepton-antilepton pair (here shown as a muon-antimuon 
pair). 

help solve these problems by providing large numbers of events for 
study. 

Nuclear Properties from Hypernuclei. A "hypernucleus" is a nucleus 
in which a neutron is replaced by a strange heavy baryon, the Lambda 
(A ). (The valence-quark composition of a neutron is udd, and that of 
a A is uds.) Such hypernuclei are produced in collisions of kaons with 
ordinary nuclei. The properties of hypernuclei are accessible to 
measurement because their lifetimes are relatively long (similar to 
that of the free A, about 1 0 ' ~  second). These properties provide 
information about the forces among the nucleons with the nucleus. In 
fact, the A plays a role in studies of the nuclear environment similar 
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10 GeV annihilation on "'u 
T., 8 plons Central two fm ft---.- . . . - . . - 

Fig. 4. A color-coded computer-graphic display of the tem- 
perature (in MeV) within a uranium-238 nucleus at various 
times (in second) after annihilation of a 10-GeV 
antiproton with a nucleon. (The temperatures were calcu- 
lated by D. Strottman on the basis of a hydrodynamic 
model.) Annihilation of the antiproton produces approx- 
imately eight pions with a mean momentum of 1.2 GeV/c. 
Interaction of these pions with the nucleus significantly 
increases the temperature of the central region of the nucleus 
(third frame). This hot region expands, and finally energy 
begins to escape from the nucleus (sixth frame). The 
temperatures achieved are sufficiently high for formation of 
apredicted state of matter known as quark-gluon plasma. 

to that played by, say, a carbon-13 nucleus in NMR studies of the 
electronic environment within a molecule. For example, consider 
those hypernuclei in which a low neutron energy level is occupied by 
a A in addition to the maximum allowable number of neutrons. 
(Such hypernuclei should exist since it is widely thought that the 

Pauli exclusion principle would not be applicable.) The energy levels 
of these hypernuclei would be indicative of the nuclear potential in 
the interior of the nucleus, a property that is is otherwise difficult to 
measure. 

A particularly interesting feature of the light hypernudei is the 
nearly zero value of the spin-orbit interaction between the A and the 
n u c l e u ~ . ~ ~ ~ - ~ ~ ~ "  Although this result was completely unexpected, it 
has since been explained in terms of both a valencequark model of 
the baryons and a conventional meson-exchange model of nuclear 
forces. However, these two "orthogonal" descriptions of nuclear 
matter yield very different predictions for the spin-orbit interaction 
between the Â (another strange baryon) and the nucleus. Data that 
might distinguish between the two models has yet to be taken. 

Most experimentalists working in the field of hypernuclei are 
hampered by the low intensity and poor energy definition of the kaon 
beams available at existing accelerators. The much higher intensity 
and better energy definition of the kaon beams to be provided by 
LAMPF I1 will greatly benefit this field. 

Low-Energy Tests of QCD. A striking prediction of QCD is the 
existence of "glueballs," bound states containing only gluons. Also 
predicted are bound states containing mixtures of quarks and gluons, 
known as meiktons or hermaphrodites. These objects, if they exist, 
should be produced in hadron-nucleon collisions. However, since 
they are predicted to occur in a region already populated by a large 
number of hadrons, finding them will be a difficult job, requiring 
detailed phase-shift analyses of exclusive few-body channels in the 
predicted region. The high-intensity beams of LAMPF 11, especially 
the pure kaon beams, will be extremely useful in searches for 
glueballs and meiktons. 

Another expectation based on QCD is the near absence of polariza- 
tion effects in inelastic hadron-nucleon scattering. But the few experi- 
ments on the exclusive channels at high momentum transfer have 
revealed strong polarization effects.I2 In contrast, the quark counting 
rules of QCD for the energy dependence ofthe elastic scattering cross 
section have been observed to be valid, even though the theory is not 
applicable in this energy regime. The challenge to both theory and 
experiment is to find out why some facets of QCD agree with 
experiment when they are not expected to, and vice versa. Obviously, 
more data are needed. 

Also needed are more data on hadron spectroscopy, particularly in 
the area of kaon-nucleon scattering, which has received little atten- 
tion for more than a decade. Such data are needed to help guide the 
development of quark-confinement theories. 

LAMPF I1 Design 

LAMPF I1 was designed with two goals in mind: production of a 
45-GeV, 40-microampere proton beam as economically as possible, 
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and minimum disruption to the ongoing experimental programs at 
LAMPF. The designs of both of the new synchrotons reflect these 
goals. 

The booster, or first stage, will be fed by the world's best H" 
injector. LAMPF. This booster will provide a 9-GeV, 200-micro- 
ampere beam of protons at 60 hertz. The 200-microampere current is 
the maximum consistent with continued use of the 800-MeV 
LAMPF beam by the Weapons Neutron Research Facility and the 
Proton Storage Ring. The 9-GeV energy is ideal not only for injection 
into the second stage but also for production of neutrinos to be used 
in scattering experiments (Fig. 5). Eighty percent of the booster 
current will be dedicated to the neutrino program. In contrast, the 
booster stage at other accelerators usually sits idle between pulses in 
the main ring. Since the phase space of the LAMPF beam is smaller in 
all six dimensions than the injection requirements of LAMPF 11, 
lossless injection at a correct phase space is straightforward. 

The 45-GeV main ring is shaped like a racetrack for two reasons: it 
fits nicely on the long, narrow mesa site and it provides the long 
straight sections necessary for efficient slow extraction. The main 
ring is basically a 12-hertz machine but will be operated at 6 hertz to 
permit slow extraction of a beam at a duty factor of 50 percent. This 
compromise minimizes the initial cost yet preserves the option of 
doubling the current and increasing the duty factor by adding a 
stretcher at a later date. The 45-GeV proton energy will provide 
kaons and antiprotons with energies up to 25 GeV. Such high 
energies should prove especially useful for the experiments men- 
tioned above on the Drell-Yan process and exclusive hadron interac- 
tions. 

The booster has a second operating mode: 12 GeV at 30 hertz and 
100 microamperes with a duty factor of 30 percent. This 12-GeV 
mode will be useful for producing kaons in the early years if the main 
ring is delayed for financial reasons. 

The most difficult technical problem posed by LAMPF I1 is the rf 
system, which must provide up to 10 megavolts at a peak power of 10 
megawatts and be tunable from 50 to 60 megahertz. Furthermore, 
tuning must be rapid: that is, the bandpass of the tuning circuit must 
be on the order of 30 kilohertz. The femte-tuned rfsystems used in 
the past are typically capable of providing only 5 to 10 kilovolts per 
gap at up to 50 kilowatts and, in addition, are limited by power 
dissipation in the ferrite tuners and plagued by strong, uncontrollable 
nonlinear effects. We have chosen to concentrate the modest devel- 
opment funds available at present on the rf system. A teststand is 
being built. and various femtes are being studied to gain a better 
understanding of their behavior. 

Following a lead from the microwave industry (one recently 
applied in a buncher cavity developed by the Laboratory's Ac- 
celerator Technology Division for the Proton Storage Ring), we have 
chosen a bias magnetic field perpendicular to the rf magnetic field. 
(All other proton accelerators employ parallel bias.) The advantage of 
perpendicular bias is a reduction in the ferrite losses by as much as 

Proton Momentum (GeV/c) 

Fig. 5. Monte-Carlo calculation of the rate of scattering 
between muon neutrinos and electrons (in an unbiased 4- 
meter by 4-meter detector located 90 meters from a 
beryllium neutrino-production target) as a function of the 
momentum of the protons producing the neutrinos. (The 
solid curve is simply a guide to the eye.) The calculations are 
based on various experimental values of the pion-production 
rate. The scattering rate plotted is the rate per unit power in 
the proton beam. The momentum of the protons to be 
produced by the LAMPF 11 booster (9.9 GeV/c) is well 
above the knee of the yield curve. 

& - - a  - - .  
50 60 70 80 

Cavity Frequency (MHz) 

Fig. 6. Performance of ferrite-tuned test cavities with 
parallel and perpendicular bias magnetic fields. The data 
shown are for a Ni-Zn ferrite; other types of ferrites give 
similar results. 
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two orders of magnitude (Fig. 6). Since the loss in the femte is 
proportional to the square of the voltage on each gap, reducing these 
losses is essential to achieving the performance required of the 
LAMPF I1 system. 

A collaboration led by R.  Carlini and including the Medium 
Energy and Accelerator Technology divisions and the University of 
Colorado has made a number of tests of the perpendicular bias idea. 
Their results indicate that in certain femtes the low losses persist at 
power levels greater than that needed for the LAMPF I1 cavities. A 
full-scale cavity is now being constructed to demonstrate that 100 
kilovolts per gap at 300 kilowatts is possible. This prototype will also 

help us make a choice of femte based on both rf performance and 
cost of the bias system. A full-scale. full-power prototype of the rf 
system is less than a year away. 

Conclusion 

This presentation of interesting experiments that could be carried 
out at LAMPF I1 is of necessity incomplete. In fact, the range of 
possibilities offered by LAMPF I1 is greater than that offered by any 
other facility being considered by the nuclear science community. Its 
funding would yield an extraordinary return. W 
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The SSC- 
An Engineering Challenge 

T he accelerator known as the SSC 
(Superconducting Super Collider) is a 
bold idea that will enable a giant step 

forward in high-energy physics. Within a 
circular ring fifty to one hundred miles 
around, two proton beams will collide and 
liberate enough energy to create new particles 
up to fifty times heavier than the weak bos- 
ons. These energies are necessary to go 
beyond the plateau of understanding sum- 
marized by the standard model. Specific is- 
sues to be addressed include the mechanism 
for breaking the symmetry between elec- 
tromagnetic and weak interactions, the pos- 
sibility that quarks and leptons are com- 
posite particles, and the existence of quark- 
lepton families heavier than those now 
known. In addition, exploration of this 
higher energy region is quite likely to un- 
cover entirely new phenomena. 

To bring some order to the multitude of 
suggestions put forth for what should be 
attempted with this machine and how it 
should be built, the high-energy physics com- 
munity has held a series of workshops both 
here and abroad. The workshops resulted in 
a decision to study in detail the technical 
feasibility and estimated cost of achieving 
one particular set of beam parameters. Over 
150 representatives from a number of na- 
tional laboratories and universities and a few 
commercial firms contributed to this Refer- 
ence Designs Study, which was head- 
quartered at Lawrence Berkeley National 

by Mahlon T. Wilson 

Laboratory and directed by Maury Tigner of 
Cornell University. This heroic effort oc- 
cupied the first four months of this year and 
produced many thousands of pages of text 
and cost estimates. From these has been 
extracted a summary document of about two 
thousand pages, which will serve as a point of 
reference for continued discussion and de- 
velopment of a proposal to the Department 
of Energy for funding. 

The objective addressed in the Reference 
Designs Study was provision of two 20-TeV 
proton beams capable of being collided head- 
on at up to six locations. The maximum 
luminosity of each beam was set at per 
square centimeter per second. Three design 
concepts for the magnetic field were con- 
sidered, all incorporating superconducting 
magnets of niobium-titanium cooled by 
liquid helium to 4.5 kelvins. The accompa- 
nying table lists some features of the three 
designs worthy of the adjective "super." 
Much care was taken to include in the refer- 
ence designs components whose perform- 
ance and cost were based on those of existing 
equipment. When this was not possible, ad- 
vocates of a proposed component were re- 
quired to break the component down into 
items of known cost and to defend their 
estimate of total cost. A disagreement of even 
a few dollars in the estimated cost of any one 
item can be significant, since thousands of 
each of hundreds of items are needed for the 
accelerator. The similarity of the estimated 

total costs for the three reference designs 
reflects a similarity between the greater costs 
associated with higher magnetic fields (more 
superconducting material) and those as- 
sociated with physically larger accelerators 
(more cryogenic equipment, more excava- 
tion, more piping and cables, and so on). 

The Reference Designs Study brought to 
light several engineering challenges that can 
be characterized as interesting, to say the 
least. A good first question is how to lay out 
an 18- to 33-mile-diameter circle with the 
required dimensional accuracy. The sheer 
size of the facilities being considered-the 
circumferences of which range from the high- 
way distance between Los Alamos and 
Cochiti Pueblo to that between Los Alamos 
and Albuquerque-create unusual problems 
in communications. 

The long magnets present challenges in 
fabrication, transportation, field testing, and 
alignment. For example, the 3-tesla magnets, 
which are about one and one-half football 
fields long but only a bit over one foot in 
diameter, will behave like wet noodles if 
improperly lifted. And although such long 
magnets can be bent sufficiently to conform 
to the topography of specially tailored roads, 
they must be supported during transport at 
intervals of about every ten feet. All the 
magnet versions raise other issues. The nu- 
merous plumbing and wiring connections 
must be of the highest quality. Several inches 
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Features of the three SSC designs considered in the Reference Designs 
Study. The 6.5-tesla design involves a conductor-dominated field with 
both beam tubes in a common cold-iron yoke that contributes slightly to 
shaping the field. In this design the dipole magnet, beam tubes, and 
yoke are supported within a single cryostat. The 5-tesla design involves 
a conductor-dominated dipole field with a heavy-walled iron cryostat to 
attenuate the fringe field. This single-bore design requires two separate 
rings of dipole magnets. The 3-tesla design is similar to the 6.5 tesla 
design except that the field is shaped predominantly by the cold-iron 
yoke rather than by the conductor. 

Dipole Total 
Dipole Magnet Accelerator Estimated 
Field Length Diameter Cost 
(TI (ft) (mi) ($1 

6.5 5 7 18 2.72 billion 

of thermal contraction of the components 
within the cryostats must be accon~modated. 
Heat leaks from power and instrumentation 
leads must be minimized. as must those from 
the magnet supports. (What is needed are 
supports with the strength of an ox yoke but 
the substance of a spider web.) Alignment 
will require some means for knowing the 
exact location of the magnets within their 
cryostats. And if a leak should develop in any 
of the piping within a magnet's cryostat. 
there needs to be a method for locating the 
"sick" magnet and determing where within it 
the problem exists. 

Questions of safety. also, must be ad- 
dressed. For example, the refrigerator loca- 
tions every 2 to 5 miles around the ring are 
logical sites for personnel access, but is this 
often enough? What happens if a helium line 
should rupture? After all, a person can run 
only a few feet breathing helium. Will it be 

3.05 billion 

2.70 billion 

necessary to exclude personnel from the tun- 
nel when the system is cold. or can this 
problem be solved with, say, supplied-air 
suits or vehicles? 

Achieving head-on collisions of the beams 
presents further challenges. Each beam must 
be focused down lo 10 microns and. more 
taxing, be positioned to within an accuracy of 
about 1 micron. It takes a reasonably good 
microscope even to see something that small! 
Will a truck rumbling by shake the beams out 
of a collision course'? What will be the effect 
of earth tides or earthquakes? Does the 
ground heave due to annual changes in tem- 
perature or water-table level? How stable is 
the ground in the first place? That is, does 
part of the accelerator move relative to the 
remainder? Will it be desirable, or necessary. 
to have a robot system constantly moving 
around the nngtweaking the positions of the 
magnets'? What would the robot, or any 

surveyor, use as a reference for alignment'? 
These are but a few of the many issues that 

have been raised about construction and 
operation of the SSC. Resolving them will 
require considerable technology and in- 
genuity. 

In April of this year, the Department of 
Energy assigned authority over the SSC ef- 
fort to Universities Research Association 
(URA), the consortium of fifty-four univer- 
sities that runs Fermilab. URA. in turn. as- 
signed management responsibilities to a 
separate board of overseers under Boyce 
McDaniel of Cornell University. This board 
selected Maury Tigner as  director and 
Stanley Wojcicki of Stanford University as  
deputy director for SSC research and devel- 
opmenl. A headquarters is being established 
at Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory, 
and a team will be drawn together to define 
what the SSC must do and how best that can 
be done. Secretary of Energy Donald Hodel 
has approved the release of funds to  support 
the first year of research and development. 
Since the $20 million provided was about 
half the amount felt necessary for progress at  
the desired rate. shortcuts must be taken in 
reaching a decision on magnet type so that 
site selection can begin soon. 

Los Alamos has been involved in the ef- 
forts on the SSC since the beginning. We 
have participated in numerous workshops, 
collated siting information and published a 
Site Atlas, and contributed to the portions of 
the Reference Designs Study on beam 
dynamics and the injector. We may be called 
upon to provide the injector linac, kicker 
magnets, accelerating cavities, and numer- 
ous other accelerator components. Our re- 
search on magnetic refrigeration has the po- 
tential of halving the operating cost of the 
cryogenic system for the SSC. Although the 
results of this research may be loo late to be 
incorporated in the initial design. magnetic 
refrigerator replacements for conventional 
units would quickly repay the investment. 
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UNDERGROUND 
r emarkable though it may seem, some of our most direct 

information about processes involving energies far 
beyond those available at any conceivable particle ae- 
elerator and far beyond those ever observed in cosmic 

rays may come from patiently watching a large quantity of water, 
located deep underground, for indications of improbable behavior of 
its constituents. Equally remarkable, our most direct information 
about the energy-producing processes deep in the cores of stars comes 
not from telescopes or satellites but from carefully sifting a large 
volume of cleaning fluid, again located deep underground, for indica- 
tions of rare interactions with messengers from the sun. In what 
follows we will explore some of the science behind these statements, 
learn a bit about how such experiments are carried out, and venture 
into what the future may hold and how Los Alanaos m a y  participate. 

The experiments that we will discuss, which can be characterized 
as searches for exceedingly rare processes, have two features in 
common: they are carried out deep below the surface of the earth, and 
they involve a large mass of material capable of undergoing or 
participating in the rare process in question, The latter feature arises 
from the desire to increase the probability of observing the process 
within a reasonable length of time. The underground site i s  necessary 
to shield the experiment from secondary cosmic rays. These products 
of the interactions of primary cosmic rays within our atmosphere 
would create an overwhelming background of confusing, misleading 
"noise." Since about 75 percent of the secondary cosmic rays are 
extremely penetrating rations (resulting from the decays of pions aad 
kaons), effective shielding requires overburdens on the order of a 
kilometer or so of solid rock (Fig. 1). 

What are the goals of the experiments that make worthwhile these 
journeys into the hazardous depths of mines and tunnels with 
complex, sensitive equipment? The largest and in many ways the 
most spectacular experiments- y of protons or 
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neutronsÃ‘ar aimed at understanding the basic interactions of 
nature. The oldest seeks to verify the postulated mechanism of8teliar 
energy production by detecting solar neutrinos~the lone truthful 
witnesses to the nuclear reactions in our star's core. Smaller experi- 
ments investigate double beta decay, the west process yet observed 
in nature, to elucidate properties of the neutrino. Muon telescopes" 
will observe the nuhhm, energies, and directions of cosmic-ray 
muons to obtain iiafonaatioa about the composition aad energy 
spectra of primary cosmic rays. large neutrino detectors will measure 
the apward and downward fiw of neutrteos through the earth and 
benee seaarch for neutrino oscillations wHfe the diameter of the earth 
ma basdim. These detectorscan also serve as monitors for sig~als of 
rare galactic events, such as the intease burst af neutrinos that is 
expected to aceooipaay the gravitational collapse of a stellar core. 

A site that can accommodate the increasingly sophisticated tech- 
nology required win encourage the mounting of underground experi- 
ments to probe these aad other processes in ever greater detakl. 

The Search for Nucleon Instability 
The universe is thought to be about ten billion (10~0) years old, and 

of this unimaginable span of time, the life of mankind has occupied 
but a tiny fraction. The lifetime of the universe, while immense on 
the scale of the lifetime of the human species, which is itself huge on 
the scale of our own lives, is totally insignificant when compared to 
the time scale on which matter is known to be stable. It is now certain 
that protons and (bound) neutrons have lifetimes on the order of 1 <f 
years or more. Thus for all practical purposes these particles are 
totally stable. W h y  examine the issue any further? 

The incentive is one of principle. The mass of a proton or neutron, 
about 940 kfev/c2, is considerably greater than that of many other 
particles; the photon (zero mass), the neutrinos (very smaM, perhaps 
zero mass), the electron (0.511 M~V/C  *), the muon ( 106 ~ e ~ / c  2), and 

the clisrged and neutral pions (140 M ~ V / C ^  sad 135 M ~ V / C  2), to 
name only the most familiar. Therefore, mew conservation aloae 
does not preclude the possibility of nucleon decay. Bearing in mind 
Murray Gell-Mann's famous dictum that "Everything not eom- 
pulsory is  forbidden," we are obligated to search for nudeoa decay 
unless we know of something that forbids it. 

Conservation laws forbidding nudeon d q y  had been im- 
dependently postulated fey W?yl in 1929, Stueekelbgrg in 1938, and 
Wigner in 1949 and 1952. But Lee and Yang argued in 1955 that svch 
laws would imply the existence of a long-range force coopkd to a 
conserved quantum number known as fearyon number. (The baryon 
number of a partie#$ is the sum of the Nrym numbers of its quark 
constituents, +1/3 for each quark and -V3 for each antiquark. The 
proton and the neutron thus have baryon numbers of 4-1 .) Lee and 
Yang*s reasoning followed the lines that lead to the derivation of the 
Coulomb force from the law of conservation of electric change. 
However, no such long-range force is observed, or, more accurately, 
the strength of such a force, if it exists, must be many orders of 
magnitude weaker than that of the weakest force known, the gravifa- 
tional force. Thus, although no infixmation was available as to  just 
how unstable nudecms might be, ao theoretical argument demanded 
exact conservation of baryon number. 
Los Alamos has the distinction of being the site of the first searches 

for evidence of nucleon decay. In 1954 F. Reines, C. Cowan, and M. 
Goldhalber placed a scintillation detector in an undefgroiaid roam at 
a depth of aboat 100 feet and set a lower limit on the nudeon lifetime 
of 1 p2 years. In 1957 Reines, Cowan, and H. Kruse deduced a greater 
limit of 4 X 1e3 years from an improved vedoa of the experiment 
located at a depth of about 200 feet (in "the icehouse," an area 
excavated in  the north wall of Los Alamos Canyon). Since these early 
Los Alamos experiments, the limit cm the lifetime of the proton has 
been increased by many orders of magnitude. 



Nonconservation of baryon number is 
also favored as an explanation for a difficulty 
with the big-bang theory of creation of the 
universe. The difficulty is that the big bang 
supposedly created baryons and antibaryons 
in equal numbers, whereas today we observe 
a dramatic excess of matter over antimatter 
(and an equally dramatic excess of photons 
over matter). In 1967 A. Sakharov pointed 
out that this asymmetry must be due to the 
occurrence of processes that do not conserve 
baryon number; his original argument has 
since been elaborated in terms of grand uni- 
fied theories by several authors. The very 
existence of physicists engaged in searches 
for nucleon decay is mute testimony to the 
baryon asymmetry of the universe and, by 
inference, to the decay of nucleons at some 
level. 

The recent resurgence of interest in the 
stability of nucleons arises in part from the 
success of the unified theory of electro- 
magnetic and weak interactions by Glashow, 
Salam, and Weinberg. This non-Abelian 
gauge theory, which is consistent with all 
available data and correctly predicts the ex- 
istence and strength of the neutral-current 
weak interaction and the masses of the 2' 
and W* gauge bosons, involves essentially 
only one parameter (apart from the masses of 
the elementary particles). The measured 
value of this parameter (the Weinberg angle) 
is given by sin2ew = 0.22 k 0.0 1. The success 
of the electroweak model gave considerable 
legitimacy to the idea that gauge theories 
may be the key to unifying all the interac- 
tions of nature. 

The simplest gauge theory to be applied to 
unifying the electroweak and strong interac- 
tions (minimal SU(5)) gave rise to two excit- 
ing predictions. One, that sin2ew = 0.215, 
agreed dramatically with experiment, and 
the other, that the lifetime of the proton 
against decay into a positron and a neutral 
pion (the predicted dominant decay mode) 
lay between 1.6 X and 6.4 X lo3' years, 
implied that experiments to detect nucleon 
decay were technically feasible. 

Experimentalists responded with a series 
of increasingly sensitive experiments to test 
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this prediction of grand unification. What 
approach is followed in these experiments? 
Out of the question is the direct production 
of the gauge bosons assumed to mediate the 
interactions that lead to nucleon decay. (This 
was the approach followed recently and suc- 
cessfully to test the electroweak theory.) The 
grand unified theory based on minimal 
SU(5) predicts that the masses of these bos- 
ons are on the order of 1014 G ~ v / c ~ ,  in 
contrast to the approximately 102 @v/c2 
masses of the electroweak bosom and many 
orders of magnitude greater than the masses 
of particles that can be produced by any 
existing or conceivable accelerator or by the 
highest energy cosmic ray. Thus, the only 
feasible approach i s  to observe a huge num- 
ber of nucleons with the hope of catching a 
few of them in the quantum-mechanically 
possible but highly unlikely act of decay. 

The largest of these experiments (the IMB 
experiment) is that of a collaboration includ- 
ing the University of California, Irvine, the 
University of Michigan, and Brookhaven 
National Laboratory. In this experiment 
(Fig. 2) an array of 2048 photomultipliers 
views 7000 tons of water at a depth of 1570 
meters of water equivalent (mwe) in the 
Morton-Thiokol salt mine near Cleveland, 
Ohio. The water serves as both the source of 
(possibly) decadent nucleons and as the me- 
dium in which the signal of a decay is gener- 
ated. The energy released by nucleon decay 
would produce a number of charged particles 
with so much energy that their speed in the 
water exceeds that of light in the water (about 
0 . 7 5 ~ ~  where c is the speed of light in 
vacuum). These particles then emit cones of 
Cerenkov radiation at  directions characteris- 
tic of their velocities. The photomultipliers 
arrayed on the periphery of the water detect 
this light as it nears the surfaces. From the 
arrival times of the light pulses and the pat- 
terns of their intersections with the planes of 
the pfaotomultipfiers, the directions of the 
parent charged particles can be inferred. 
Their energies can be estimated from the 
amount of light observed, in conjunction 
with calibration studies based on the vertical 
passage of unions through the detector. (The 

Figi. 1. For some experiments the only 
practical way to sufficiently reduce the 
background caused by cosmic-ray 
muons is to locate the experiments deep 
underground. Shown above is the num- 
her of cosmic-ray muons incident per 
year upon a cube 10 meters on an edge 
as a function of depth of burial. By 
convention depths of burial in rocks of 
various densities are normalized to 
meters o f  water equivalent (mwe). The 
depths of some of the experiments dis- 
cussed in the text we indicated* 

impressive sensitivity of such an experiment 
is well illustrated by the information that the 
tight from a charged particle at a distance of 
10 meters in water is less than that on the 
earth from a photoflash on the moon.) 

This "water Cerenkov" detection scheme 
was chosen in part for its simplicity, in part 
for its relatively low cost, and in part for its 
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photomultipliers are arrayed about the periphery of 7000 tons of water contained 
within a plastic-lined excavation at a depth of 1570 mwe in a salt mine near 
Cleveland, Ohio. The photomultipliers monitor the water for pulses of Cerenkov 
radiation, some of which may signal the decay of a proton or a neutron. (From R. 
At. Bionta et al., "IMB Detector-The First 30 Days," in Science Underground 
(Los Alamos, 1982) (American Institute of Physics, New York, 1982)). 

high efficiency at detecting the electrons that 
are the ultimate result of the p Ã‘Ã ê  + wÂ 
decay. (The neutral pion immediately decays 
to two photons, which produce showers of 
electrons in the water.) Note, however, that 
although this two-body decay is especially 
easy to detect because of the back-to-back 
orientation of the decay products, it must be 
distinguished, at the relatively shallow depth 
of the IMB experiment, among a background 
of about 2 X 10' muon-induced events per 
day. (The lower limit on the proton lifetime 
predicted by minimal SU(5) implies a max- 
imum rate for p - ê nO of several events per 
day - 

Another experiment employing the water 
Cerenkov detection scheme is being carried 
out at a depth of 2700 mwe by a collabora- 
tion including the University of Tokyo, KEK 
(National Laboratory for High-Energy Phys- 
ics), Niigata University, and the University 
of Tsukuba. The experiment is located under 
Mt. Ikenayama in the deepest active mine in 
Japan, the Kamioka lead-zinc mine of the 
Mitsui Mining and Smelting Co. Although 
the mass of the water viewed in this experi- 
ment (3000 tons) is substantiallly less than 
that in the IMB experiment, its greater depth 
of burial results in lower background rates. 
More important, 1000 20-inch photomulti- 
pliers are deployed at Kamioka (Fig. 3), in 
contrast to the 2048 5-inch photomultipliers 
at 1MB. As a result, a ten times greater frac- 
tion of the water surface at Kamioka is cov- 
ered by photocathode material, and the light- 
collection efficiency is greater by a factor of 
about 12. Thus the track detection and 
identification capabilities of the Kamioka 
experiment are considerably better. 

To date neither the IMB experiment nor 
the Kamioka experiment has seen any can- 
didate for p - e+~'. These negative results 
yield a proton lifetime greater than 2 X 
years for this decay mode, well outside the 
range predicted by the grand unified theory 
based on minimal SU(5). Since this theory 
has a number of other deficiencies (it fails to 
predict the correct ratio for the masses of the 
light quarks and predicts a drastically incor- 
rect ratio for the number of baryons and 
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photons produced by the big bang), it is 
therefore now thought to be the wrong uni- 
fication model. Other models, at the current 
stage of their development, have too little 
predictive power to yield decay rates that can 
be unambiguously confronted by experi- 
ment. The question of nucleon decay is now 
a purely experimental one, and theory awaits 
the guidance of present and future experi- 
ments. 

The cosmic rays that produce the interfer- 
ing muons also produce copious quantities of 
neutrinos (from the decays of pions, kaons, 
and muons). No amount of rock can block , 
these neutrinos, and some of them interact in 
the water, mimicking the effects of proton 
decay. Estimates of this background as a 
function of energy are based on calculations 
of the flux of cosmic-ray-induced neutrinos 
from the known flux of primary cosmic rays. 
Although these calculations enjoy reasonable 
confidence, no accurate experimental data 
are available as a check. Full analyses of the 
neutrino backgrounds in the proton-decay 

Fig. 3. Photograph of the Kamioka nucleon-decay detector under construction at a 
depth of 2700 mwe in a lead-zinc mine about 300 kilometers west of Tokyo. 
Already installed are the bottom layer of photomultipliers and two ranks of 
photomultipliers on the sides of the cylindrical volume. The wire guards around the 
photomultipliers protect the workers from occasional implosions. The upper ranks 
and top layer of photomultipliers were installed from rafts as the water level was 
increased. The detector contains a total of 1000 20-inch photomultipliers. (Photo 
courtesy of the Kamioka collaboration.) 
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Fig. 4. The proton-proton chain postulated by the standard s o h  modd as the 
principal mechanism of energy production in the sun. The net result of this series of 
nuclear reactions is the conversion of fourprotons into a helium-4 nucleus, and the 
energy released is carried o f f  by photons, positrons, and neutrinos. Predicted 
branching ratios for competing reactions are listed. Some of the reactions in this 
chain produce neutrinos; these particles, and their energies and predicted fluxes at 
the earth, are shown in blue. 

by a number of modes. On the other hand, 
the 1MB experiment has been in progress for 
a longer time and is thus more sensitive .to 
decay modes with long lifetimes. 

The 1MB collaboration has recently in- 
stalled light-gathering devices around each 
photomultiplier and will soon double the 
number of tubes with the goal of increasing 
the light-collection efficency by a factor of 
about 6. At Kamioka accurate timing circuits 
are being installed on each photomultiplier 
to record the exact times of arrival of the 
light signals. As a result, more and better data 
can be expected from both experiments in 
the coming months. 

What else does the future hold? A third 
water Cerenkov experiment has been set up 
in the Silver King mine at Park City, Utah, 
by a collaboration including Harvard Uni- 
versity, Purdue University, and the Univer- 

sity of Wisconsin. Although the mass of 
water viewed in this experiment is only 
about 800 tons, the 704 phototubes are dis- 
tributed throughout the volume, giving very 
good light-collection efficiency and special 
sensitivity to decay modes producing mu- 
ons. Only preliminary data are available 
from this experiment. 

A European collaboration (including 
Aachen, Orsay, Ecole Polytechnique, Saclay, 
and Wuppertal University) is constructing, 
at a depth of 4400 mwe in a specially ex- 
cavated room in the Frejus Tunnel near 
Modane, France, a 1000-ton detector of a 
different design. This design will allow lo- 
cation of particle tracks with an accuracy of 
less than a centimeter. (The corresponding 
"resolution" of water Cerenkov detectors is 
about 50 centimeters.) Moreover, the de- 
tector will provide data on energy losses 

along the particle tracks; such data are 
valuable for particle identification. An 
American-British collaboration (known as 
Soudan I1 and including Argonne National 
Laboratory, the University of Minnesota, 
Dxford University, Rutherford-Appleton 
Laboratory, and Tufts University) has just 
begun constructing a somewhat similar de- 
lector in the Soudan iron mine in northern 
Minnesota. Since these detectors view rel- 
atively small numbers of nucleons (fewer 
than 6 X they can record reasonable 
event rates only for those decay modes (if 
any) with lifetimes considerably less than 
1 o~~ years. 

Despite the hopes for these newer experi- 
ments, the 1MB and Kamioka results to date 
imply that accurate investigation of most 
nucleon decay modes demands multikiloton 
detectors with very fine-grained resolution. 
Such detectors are not yet on the drawing 
boards, but many ideas are being discussed 
and preliminary design work has been begun 
by several groups in the United States and 
abroad. These second-generation detectors, 
which will be very expensive and take years 
to build, will be sensitive to other rare 
processes in addition to nucleon decay. It can 
be argued that experimental devices of this 
delicacy and complexity cannot realistically 
be built and operated, as the present genera- 
tion has been, in the environment of a work- 
ing mine since support facilities approximat- 
ing those of a major laboratory will be re- 
quired. 

The Solar Neutrino Mystery 

The light from the sun so dominates our 
existence that all human cultures have 
marveled at its life-giving powers and have 
concocted stories explaining its origins. 
Scientists are no different in this regard. How 
do we explain the almost certain fact that the 
sun has been radiating energy at essentially 
the present rate of about 4 X joules per 
second for some 4 to 5 billion years? Given a 
solar mass of 2 X lo3' kilograms, chemical 
means are wholly inadequate, by many or- 
ders of magnitude, to support this rate of 
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energy production. And the gravitational 
energy released in contracting the sun to its 
present radius of about 7 X los kilometers 
could provide but a tiny fraction of the 
radiated energy. The only adequate source is 
the conversion of mass to energy by nuclear 
reactions. 

This answer has been known for a genera- 
tion or two. Through the work of Hans Bethe 
and others in the 1930s and of many workers 
since, we have a satisfactory model for solar 
energy production based on the thermonu- 
clear fusion of hydrogen, the most abundant 
element in the universe and in most stars. 
The product of this proton-proton chain 
(Fig. 4) is helium, but further nuclear reac- 
tions yield heavier and heavier elements. 
Detailed models of these processes are quite 
successful at explaining the observed abun- 
dances of the elements. "Thus it is possible 
to say [with W. A, Fowler] that you and your 
neighbor and I, each one of us and all of us, 
are truly and literally a little bit of stardust." 

The successes of the standard solar model 
may, however, give us misplaced confidence 
in its reality. It is all very well to study 
nuclear reactions and energy transport in the 
laboratory and to construct elaborate com- 
putational models that agree with what we 
observe of the exteriors of stars. But what is 
the direct evidence in support of our story of 
what goes on deep within the cores of stars? 

The difficulties presented by the demand 
for direct evidence are formidable, to say the 
least. Stars other than our sun are hopelessly 
distant, and even that star, although at least 
reasonably typical, cannot be said to lie con- 
veniently at hand for the conduct of experi- 
ments. Moreover, the sun is optically so 
thick that photons require on the order of 10 
million years to struggle from the deep in- 
terior to the surface, and the innumerable 
interactions they undergo on the way erase 
any memory of conditions in the solar core. 
Thus, all conventional astronomical oh- 
servations of surface emissions provide no 
direct information about the stellar interior. 
The situation is not hopeless, however, for 
several of the nuclear reactions in the proton- 
proton chain give rise to neutrinos. These 
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Fig. 5. A view of the solar neutrino experiment located, at a depth of 4850 feet in the 
Homestake gold mine. The steel tank contains 380,000 liters ofperchlo~oethyIene, 
which serves as a source of chlorine atoms that interact with neutrinusfrom the 
sun. Nearby is a small laboratory where the argon atoms produced are counted- 
(Photo courtesy of R, Dayis and Bmokfwven National Laboratory.) 

particles interact so little with matter that 
they provide true testimony to conditions in 
the solar core. 

The parameters incorporated in the stan- 
dard solar model (such as nuclear cross sec- 
tions, solar mass, radius, and luminosity, 
and elemental abundances, opacities (from 
the Los Alamos Astrophysical Opacity 
Library), and equations of state) are known 
with such confidence that a calculation of the 
solar neutrino spectrum is expected to be 
reasonably accurate. At the moment only 
one experiment in the world-that of Ray- 
mond Davis and his collaborators from 
Brookhaven National Laboratory-attempts 
to measure any portion of the solar neutrino 
flux for comparison with such a calculation. 
Located at a depth of 4400 mwe in the 
Homestake gold mine in Lead, South Da- 
kota, this experiment (Fig. 5) detects solar 
neutrinos by counting the argon atoms from 
the reaction 

which is sensitive primarily to neutrinos 
from the beta decay of boron-8 (see Fig. 4). 

Since chlorine-37 occurs naturally at an 
abundance of about 25 percent, any cotn- 
pound containing a relatively large number 
of chlorine atoms per molecule and satisfy- 
ing cost and safety criteria can serve as the 
target. The Davis experiment uses 380,000 
liters oftfcrchloroethylene (CzQ). 

You might well ask why this reaction oc- 
curs at a detectable rate. All the solar neu- 
trinos incident on the tank of perchloro- 
ethylene h<ave made the journey from the 
solar core to the earth and then through 4850 
feet of solid rock with essentially no interac- 
tions, and the neutrinos from the boron-8 
decay constitute but a small fraction of the 
total neutrino flux. What is the special fix- 
ture that mates this experiment possible? 
Apart from the large number of target 
chlorine atoms, it is the existence of an ex- 
cited state in argon-37 that leads to an excep- 
tionally high cross section for capture by 
chlorine-37 of neutrinos with energies 
greater than about 6 MeV. Figure 4 shows 
that the only branch of the proton-proton 
chain producing neutrinos with such ener- 
gies is the beta decay of boron-8. The stan- 
dard solar model predicts a rate for the reac- 
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Fig. 6. Experimental results from the Homestake solar "Report on Solar Neutrino Experiments," presented at the 
neutrino experiment expressed as yearly averages. The dis- Conference on Intersections Between Particle and Nuclear 
crepancy between the experimental results and the predic- Physics, Steamboat Springs, Colorado, May 1984 and to be 
tions of the standard solar model has not yet been explained. published in the conference proceedings by the American 
(From R. Davis, Jr., B. T. Cleveland, and J. K. Rowley, Institute of Physics.) 

tion of about 7 X 10'' per target atom per 
second (7 solar neutrino units, or SNUs), 
which corresponds in the Davis experiment 
to an expected argon-37 production rate of 
about forty atoms per month. 

It may seem utterly miraculous that such a 
small number of argon-37 atoms can be de- 
tected in such a large volume of target mate- 
rial, but the technique is simple. About every 
two months helium is bubbled through the 
tank to sweep out any argon-37 that has been 
formed. The resulting sample is purified and 
concentrated by standard chemical tech- 
niques and is monitored for the 35-day decay 
of argon-37 by electron capture. Great care is 
taken to distinguish these events by pulse 
height, rise time, and half-life from various 
background-induced events. As part of the 
recovery technique argon-36 and -38 are in- 
serted into the tank in gram quantities or less 
to monitor the recovery efficiency (about 95 
percent). An artificially introduced sample of 
500 argon-37 atoms has also been recovered 
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successfully. Indeed, the validity of the tech- 
nique has been verified by continual scrutiny 
over more than fifteen years. 

The Homestake experiment has provided 
the scientific world with a long-standing 
mystery: its results are significantly and con- 
sistently lower than the predictions of the 
standard solar model (Fig. 6). So what's 
wrong? 

The first possibility that immediately sug- 
gests itself, that the Davis experiment con- 
tains some subtle mistake, cannot be elim- 
inated. But it must be dismissed as unlikely 
because of the careful controls incorporated 
in the experiment and because of the years of 
independent scrutiny that the experiment 
has survived. The possibility that the 
parameters employed in the calculation 
might be in error has been repeatedly ex- 
amined by careful investigators seeking to 
explain the mystery (and thereby make rep- 
utations for themselves). However, no one 
has suggested corrections that are large 

enough to explain the discrepancy. 
Another possibility is that the standard 

solar model is wrong. The reaction that gives 
rise to boron-8 is inhibited substantially by a 
Coulomb barrier and is thus extraordinarily 
sensitive to the calculated temperature at the 
center of the sun. A tiny change in this 
temperature or a small deviation from the 
standard-model value of the solar core com- 
position would be sufficient to change the 
rate of production of boron-8 and thus the 
neutrino flux to which the Davis experiment 
is primarily sensitive. A whole array of 
"nonstandard" solar models is available that 
can change the predicted boron-8 neutrino 
flux, but there is no way to choose among 
them. They may all be wrong. A more com- 
plete investigation of the solar neutrino spec- 
trum will provide the quantitative con- 
straints needed for the standard solar model 
of the future. 

Finally, we mention one other possible 
solution to the solar neutrino mystery. The 
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results of the Homestake experiment have 
been interpreted on the basis of our current 
understanding of neutrinos, which is far 
from complete. We do not know, for exam- 
ple, whether they are massless or simply very 
light. If neutrinos have nonzero masses, the 
electron neutrinos produced in the proton- 
proton chain may undergo interactions dur- 
ing their journey to the earth that produce a 
mixture of electron, muon, and tau neu- 
trinos. Such "oscillations," if they occur, 
could account for the low solar neutrino flux 
measured by the Homestake experiment, 
which detects only electron neutrinos. 

Neutrino oscillations are being sought 
enthusiastically because they can provide 
much-needed information about the masses 
of these elusive particles. The experiments 
currently in progress at Los Alamos (see 
"Experiments To  Test Unification 
Schemes") and elsewhere examine the neu- 
trinos produced by accelerators and nuclear 
reactors. Solar neutrino experiments, how- 
ever, satisfy two criteria (long path length 
and low neutrino energy) for investigating 
the phenomenon at an unparalleled level of 
sensitivity. 

Future Solar Neutrino 
Experiments 

Obviously, much remains unknown about 
solar neutrinos. In particular we lack com- 
plete information about the flux of neutrinos 
from other reactions in the proton-proton 
chain. Los Alamos has now formed a new 
collaboration and proposes to provide this 
information. The collaboration includes, in 
addition to Los Alamos scientists, members 
of the Homestake team and scientists from 
Oak Ridge National Laboratory, the In- 
stitute for Advanced Study, the University of 
Tennessee, the University of Chicago, the 
California Institute of Technology, and 
Princeton University. The new experiments 
are based on neutrino capture by gallium-71 
and bromine-8 1. 

According to the standard solar model, the 
preponderance of solar neutrinos arises from 

the first reaction in the proton-proton chain, 
the thermonuclear fusion of two protons to 
form a deuteron. A thorough test of the solar 
model must include measurement of the 
neutrino flux from this reaction, the rate of 
which, although essentially independent of 
the details of the model (varying by at most a 
few percent), involves the basic assumption 
that hydrogen burning is the principal source 
of solar energy. 

The preferred reaction for investigating 
the initial fusion in the proton-proton chain 
is 

which has a threshold of 233 keV, well below 
the maximum energy of the pp neutrinos. 
Calculations based on the standard solar 
model and the relevant nuclear cross sections 
predict a capture rate of about 1 10 SNU, of 
which about two-thirds is due to the pp reac- 
tion, about one-third to the electron capture 
reaction of beryllium-7, and a very small 
fraction to the other neutrino-producing re- 
actions. 

Several years ago members of the Home- 
stake team, in collaboration with scientists 
from abroad, carried out a pilot experiment 
to assess a technique suggested for a solar 
neutrino experiment based on this reaction. 
Germanium-71 was introduced into a solu- 
tion of over one ton of gallium (as GaC13) in 
hydrochloric acid. In such a solution 
germanium forms the volatile compound 
GeC14, which was swept from the tank with a 
gas purge. By fairly standard chemical tech- 
niques, a purified sample of GeH4 was 
prepared for monitoring the 1 lday decay of 
germanium-7 1 by electron capture. The pilot 
experiment clearly demonstrated the feasi- 
bility of the technique. 

Why has the fall-scale version of this im- 
portant experiment not been done? The 
trouble, as usual, is money. The original es- 
timates indicated that achieving an accept- 
able accuracy in the measured neutrino flux 
would require about one neutrino capture 
per day, which corresponded to 45 tons of 
gallium as a target. Gallium is neither com- 

mon nor easy to extract, and the cost of 45 
tons was about $25,000,000, an amount that 
proved unavailable. Nor did the suggestion 
to "borrow" the required amount of gallium 
succeed (despite the fact that only one gal- 
lium atom per day was to be expended), and 
the collaboration disbanded. (Incidentally, a 
team of Soviet scientists has obtained 60 tons 
of gallium and has a pilot experiment well 
along.) 

The chances of mounting a gallium experi- 
ment seem brighter today, however, since 
recent Monte Carlo simulations have shown 
that an accuracy of 10 percent in the 
measured neutrino flux is possible from a 
four-year experiment incorporating im- 
proved counting efficiencies and reduced 
background rates and involving only 30 tons 
of gallium. Moreover, changes in the price of 
gallium make it likely that this amount of 
material might be had for less than 
$15,000,000. Encouraged by these develop- 
ments, Los Alamos scientists are joining 
forces with Davis and other members of the 
original gallium collaboration to carry out 
the experiment. 

As mentioned above, a gallium experi- 
ment detects neutrinos from both proton 
fusion and beryllium-7 decay. To determine 
the individual rates of the two reactions re- 
quires a separate measurement of the neu- 
trinos from the latter. A reaction that satis- 
fies the criterion of being sensitive primarily 
to the beryllium-7 neutrinos is 

Results from this bromine experiment are 
essential to an unambiguous test of the stan- 
dard solar model. 

The chemical techniques needed in the 
bromine experiment are substantially iden- 
tical to those employed in the chlorine-37 
experiment, and therefore the feasibility of 
this aspect of the experiment is assured. 
However, since krypton-8 1 has a half-life of 
200,000 years, counting a small number of 
atoms by radioactive decay techniques is out 
of the question. Fortunately, another tech- 
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Fig. 7. A view of Wahmonie Flat, looking southwest toward Skull Mountain. 
Because of its favorable geology and the fact that roads, power, and some buildings 
are already in place, this unrestricted area within the boundaries of the Nevada 
Test Site is regarded as the strongest candidate for location of a National 
Underground Science Facility. 

nique has recently been developed by G. S. 
Hurst and his colleagues at Oak Ridge Na- 
tional Laboratory. In barest outline the tech- 
nique involves selective ionization of atoms 
of the desired element by laser pulses of the 
appropriate frequency. The ionized atoms 
can then readily be removed from the sample 
and directed into a mass spectrometer, where 
the desired isotope is counted. Repetitive 
application of the technique to increase the 
selection efficiency has been demonstrated. 

The standard solar model predicts that a 
few atoms of krypton-8 1 would be produced 
per day in a volume of bromine solution 
similar to that of the chlorine solution in the 
Davis experiment. This is a sufficient num- 
ber for successful application of resonance 
ionization spectroscopy. However, two other 
problems must be addressed. Protons 
produced by muons, neutrons, and alpha 
particles may introduce a troublesome back- 
ground via the 8 1 ~ r ~ , n ) 8 1 K r  reaction, and 
naturally occurring isotopes of krypton may 
leak into the tank of bromine solution and 
complicate the mass spectrometry. A com- 
plete assessment of the feasibility of the 
bromine-8 1 experiment requires use of the 
Homestake facility. Davis, Hurst, and their 
collaborators are currently establishing a 
group including scientists from Los Alamos 
to continue the chlorine experiment and to 
fully develop and mount the bromine experi- 
ment. A full-scale bromine experiment is 
about two years away. 

A National Underground 
Science Facility 

For at least two decades scientists with 
experiments demanding the enormous 
shielding from cosmic rays afforded by deep 
underground sites have been setting up their 
apparatus in working mines. We owe a great 
debt to the enlightened mine owners who 
have allowed this pursuit of knowledge to 
take place alongside their search for valuable 
minerals. However, as the experiments in- 
crease in complexity, the need for more sup- 
portive facilities becomes more obvious, and 
dedicated facilities are being created around 
the world. Several years ago Italy took ad- 
vantage of the construction of a new highway 
tunnel in the Apennines to begin building a 
major underground laboratory. This Gran 
Sasso Laboratory will include three large ex- 
perimental rooms with overburden of ap- 
proximately 5000 mwe. Because of its size, 
depth, and ready accesss, this laboratory will 
be unrivaled as a site for underground ex- 
periments. European scientists are already at 
work planning the next generation of proton 
decay, solar neutrino, and cosmic-ray muon 
experiments to be placed there. 

The Soviet Union, also, is constructing a 
dedicated facility to accommodate experi- 
ments on cosmic rays and solar neutrinos. 
The facility, located in the Baksan valley, has 
a horizontal entryway extending 4 kilometers 
(about 5000 mwe) under the Caucasus 

Mountains in the vicinity of Mt. Elbrus. 
Surface housing and laboratory space are 
already in place, a 460-ton cosmic-ray 
telescope has been in operation at  a modest 
depth for several years, and large rooms are 
being built to house both a chlorine experi- 
ment (five times larger than the Homestake 
experiment) and a 50- to 60-ton gallium ex- 
periment. 

Looking toward the day when the next 
generation of these searches for rare events 
will begin in the United States, Los Alamos 
has proposed construction of a National Un- 
derground Science Facility. What should 
such a facility be like? A theme we heard 
repeatedly as we sought advice was to think 
big initially. The entryway should be large, 
and the experimental area should include at 
least several rooms in which different experi- 
ments can be in progress simultaneously. 
Provisions for easy expansion, ideally not 
only at the principal depth but also at greater 
and lesser depths5 should be available. An- 
other aspect that must be carefully con- 
sidered is safety. The underground environ- 
ment is intrinsically hostile, and in addition 
some experiments may, like the Homestake 
experiment, involve large quantities of 
materials that pose hazards in enclosed 
spaces. Materials being considered for the 
bromine experiment, for example, include 
dibromoethane, and future proton-decay ex- 
periments being discussed involve cryogenic 
materials under high pressure and toxic or 
inflammable materials. Excellent ventilation 
and gas-tight entries to some areas are ob- 
vious requirements. 

One argument in favor of a dedicated fa- 
cility is simple but compelling: the need to 
have access to the experimental area con- 
trolled not by the operations of a mine or 
tunnel but by the schedule of the experi- 
ments themselves. Another is the need for 
technical support facilities adequate to ex- 
periments that will rival in complexity those 
mounted at major accelerators. And not to 
be ignored is the need for accommodations 
for the scientists and graduate students from 
many institutions who will participate in the 
experiments. 
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Fig. 8. Artist's conception of the National Underground Science Facility proposed by Los Alamos. 

A careful search for a geologically suitable 
site that could be conveniently managed 
from Los Alamos unearthed one very strong 
candidate at the Department of Energy's Ne- 
vada Test Site. Extensive data for this site, 
located in an unrestricted portion of NTS 
and known as Wahmonie Flat (Fig. 7). in- 
dicate that its geology is excellent for the 
purpose. An additional attraction is the ex- 
istence of surface buildings, power, and roads 
for logistic support and of facilities nearby 
for technical support. One commonly men- 
tioned concern about the site-that the test- 
ing of nuclear weapons in other portions of 
NTS would interfere with experiments that 
might be mounted at the facility-is surpris- 
ingly easy to dispel with the information that 
seismic disturbances are typically very 
greatly attenuated at depth. 

Guided by the results of the site survey 
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and by extensive technical advice from 
members of the physics community, Los Al- 
amos has now prepared a proposal for con- 
struction and operation of a National Under- 
ground Science Facility at NTS (Fig. 8). At 
present the proposal calls for a vertical entry 
by a 14-foot shaft extending to 3600 feet 
(approximately 2900 mwe), 12-foot by 12- 
foot connecting drifts at 3500 feet, and two 
chambers (40 feet by 200 feet by 46 feet and 
30 feet by 50 feet by 25 feet). The shaft and 
hoist will be so constructed that extension to 
a depth of 6000 feet and addition of other 
chambers will be possible as the experimen- 
tal program develops. This facility, assuring 
a site for continued American leadership in 
science underground, can be constructed for 
$50,000,000, an amount comparable to the 
likely cost of a single second-generation 
proton-decay detector. 

Conclusion 

We have touched in detail upon only two 
of the fascinating experiments that drive 
scientists deep underground. Such experi- 
ments are not new on the scene, but the large 
and sophisticated nucleon-decay detectors 
being planned open up a new era. These 
devices should not be regarded as apparatus 
for a single experiment but as facilities useful 
for a variety of observations. They may be 
able to monitor continuously the galaxy for 
rare neutrino-producing events or the sun for 
variations in neutrino flux and hence in 
energy production. The day may be ap- 
proaching, as Alfred Mann is fond of saying, 
when we will be able, from underground 
laboratories, to take the sun's temperature 
each morning to see how our nearest star is 
feeling. 
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'W 
hat could be worse 
than a bunch of 
physicists gathering 
in a corner at a 

cocktail party to discuss physics?'asks Pete 
Carruthers. We at Los Alamos Science 
frankly didn't know what could be 
worse. . .or better, for that matter. However 
we did find the idea of "a bunch of physicists 
gathering in a corner to discuss physics" 
quite intriguing. We felt we might gain some 
insight and, at the same time, provide them 
with an opportunity to say things that are 
never printed in technical journals. So we 
gathered together a small bunch of four, Pete 
Carruthers, Stuart Raby, Richard Slansky, 
and Geoffrey West, found them a comer in 
the home of physicist and neurobiologist 
George Zweig and turned them loose. We 
knew it would be informative; we didn't 
know it would be this entertaining. 

WEST: I have here a sort of "fractalized" 
table of discussion, the first topic being, 
"What isparticlephysics, and what are its 
origins?" Perhaps the older gentlemen among 
us might want to answer that. 

CARRUTHERS: Everyone knows that older 
gentlemen don't know what particle physics 
is. 
ZWEIG: Particle physics deals with the 
structure of matter. From the time people 
began wondering what everything was made 
of, whether it was particulate or continuous, 
from that time on we had particle physics. 
WEST: In that sense of wondering about the 
nature of matter, particle physics started 
with the Greeks, if not observationally, at 
least philosophically. 
ZWEIG: I think one of the first experimental 
contributions to particle physics came 
around 1830 with Faraday's electroplating 

experiments, where he showed that it would 
take certain quantities of electricity that were 
integral multiples of each other to plate a 
mole of one element or another onto his 
electrodes. 

An even earlier contribution was Brown's 
observation of the motion of minute parti- 
cles suspended in liquid. We now know the 
chaotic motion he observed was caused by 
the random collision of these particles with 
liquid molecules. 
RABY: So Einstein's study of Brownian mo- 
tion is an instance of somebody doing par- 
ticle physics? 
ZWEIG: Absolutely. There's a remarkable 
description of Brown's work by Darwin, who 
was a friend of his. It's interesting that 
Darwin, incredible observer of nature 
though he was, didn't recognize the chaotic 
nature of the movement under Brown's 
microscope; instead, he assumed he was see- 
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ing "the marvelous currents of protoplasm in 
some vegetable cell." When he asked Brown 
what he was looking at, Brown said, "That is 
my little secret." 
SLANSKY: Quite a bit before Brown, New- 
ton explained the sharp shadows created by 
light as being due to its particulate nature. 
That's really not the explanation from our 
present viewpoint, but it was based on what 
he saw. 
CARRUTHERS: Newton was only half 
wrong. Light, like everything else, does have 
its particulate aspect. Newton just didn't 
have a way of explaining its wave-like 
behavior. That brings us to the critical con- 
cept of field, which Faraday put forward so 
clearly. You can speak of particulate struc- 
ture, but when you bring in the field concept, 
you have a much richer, more subtle struc- 
ture: fields are things that propagate like 
waves but materialize themselves in terms of 
quanta. And that is the current wisdom of 
what particle physics is, namely, quantized 
fields. 

Quantum field theory is the only concep- 
tual framework that pieces together the con- 
cepts of special relativity and quantum the- 
ory, as well as the observed group structure 
of the elementary particle spectrum. All these 
things live in this framework, and there's 
nothing to disprove its structure. Nature 
looks like a transformation process in the 
framework of quantum field theory. Matter 
is not just pointy little particles; it involves 
the more ethereal substance that people 
sometimes call waves, which in this theory 
are subsumed into one unruly construct, the 
quantized field. 
ZWEIG: Particle physics wasn't always 
quantized field theory. When I was a gradu- 
ate student, a different philosophy governed: 
S-matrix theory and the bootstrap 
hypothesis. 
CARRUTHERS: That was a temporary 
aberration. 
ZWEIG: But a big aberration in our lives! S- 
matrix theory was not wrong, just largely 
irrelevant. 
RABY: If particle physics is the attempt to 
understand the basic building blocks of 

nature, then it's not a static thing. Atomic 
physics at one point was particle physics, but 
once you understood the atom, then you 
moved down a level to the nucleus, and so 
forth. 
WEST: Let's bring it up to date, then. When 
would you say particle physics turned into 
high-energy physics? 
ZWEIG: With accelerators. 
SLANSKY: Well, it really began around 
19 10 with the use of the cloud chambers to 
detect cosmic rays; that is how Anderson 
detected the positron in 1932. His discovery 
straightened out a basic concept in quantized 
field theory, namely, what the antiparticle is. 
CARRUTHERS: Yes, in 1926 Dirac had 
quantized the electromagnetic field and had 
given wave/particle duality a respectable 
mathematical framework. That framework 
predicted the positron because the electron 
had to have a positively charged partner. 
Actually, it was Oppenheimer who predicted 
the positron. Dirac wanted to interpret the 
positive solution of his equation as a proton, 
since there were spare protons sitting around 
in the world. To make this interpretation 
plausible, he had to invoke all that hanky- 
panky about the negative energy sea being 
filled-you could imagine that something 
wasscrewy. 
SLANSKY: Say what you will, Dirac's idea 
was a wonderful unification of all nature, 
much more wonderful than we can envisage 
today. 
ZWEIG: Ignorance is bliss. 
SLANSKY: There were two particles, the 
proton and the electron, and they were the 
basic structure of all matter, and they were, 
in fact, manifestations of the same thing in 
field theory. We have nothing on the horizon 
that promises such a magnificent unification 
as that. 
RABY: Weren't the proton and the electron 
supposed to have the same mass according to 
the equation? 
WEST: No, the negative energy sea was sup- 
posed to take care of that. 
CARRUTHERS: It was not unlike the pres- 
ent trick of explaining particle masses 
through spontaneous symmetry breaking. 

Dirac's idea of viewing the proton and the 
electron as two different charge states of the 
same object was a nice idea that satisfied all 
the desires for symmetries that lurk in the 
hearts of theorists, but it was wrong. And the 
reason it was wrong, of course, is that the 
proton is the wrong object to compare with 
the electron. It's the quark and the electron 
that may turn out to be different states of a 
single field, a hypothesis we call grand un- 
ification. 
WEST: Well, it is certainly true that high- 
energy particle physics now is cloaked in the 
language of quantized field theory, so much 
so that we call these theories the standard 
model. 
CARRUTHERS. But I think we're overlook- 
ing the critical role of Rutherford in invent- 
ing particle physics. 
WEST: The experiments of alpha scattering 
on gold foils to discern the structure of the 
atom. 
ZWEIG: Rutherford established the 
paradigm we still use for probing the struc- 
ture of matter: you just bounce one particle 
off another and see what happens. 
CARRUTHERS: In fact, particle physics is a 
continuing dialogue (not always friendly) be- 
tween experimentalists and theorists. Some- 
times theorists come up with something that 
is interesting but that experimentalists 
suspect is wrong, even though they will win a 
Nobel prize if they can find the thing. And 
what the experimentalists do discover is fre- 
quently rather different from what the 
theorists thought, which makes the theorists 
go back and work some more. This is the way 
the field grows. We make lots of mistakes,we 
build the wrong machines, committees de- 
cide to do the wrong experiments, and 
journals refuse to publish the right theories. 
The process only works because there are so 
many objective entrepreneurs in the world 
who are trying to find out how matter 
behaves under these rather extreme condi- 
tions. It is marvelous to have great synthetic 
minds like those of Newton and Galileo, but 
they build not only on the work of unnamed 
thousands of theorists but also on these 
countless experiments. 
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"To understand the universe that we feel and touch, 
even down to its minutiae, you don't have to know a 
damn thing about quarks." 

ROUND TABLE 

WEST: Perhaps we should tell how weperson- 
ally got involved in physics, what drives us, 
why we stay with it. Because it is an awfully 
difficult field and a very frustrating field. 
How do we find the reality of it compared to 
our early romantic images! Let's start with 
Pete, who's been interviewed many times and 
should be in practice. 

CARRUTHEKS; I was enormously inter- 
ested in biology as a child, but I decided that 
it was too hard, too formless. So I thought I'd 
do something easy like physics. Our town 
library didn't even have modem quantum 
mechanics books. But I read the old quan- 
tum mechanics, and I read Jeans and Ed- 
dington and other inspirational books filled 
with flowery prose. I was very excited about 
the mysteries of the atom. It was ten years 
before I realized that I had been tricked. I had 
imagined I would go out and learn about the 
absolute truth, but after a little bit of ex- 
perience I saw that the "absolute truth" of 
this year is replaced next year by something 
that may not even resemble it, leaving you 
with only some small residue of value. 
Eventually I came to feel that science, despite 
its experimental foundation and reference 
frame, shares much with other intellectual 
disciplines like music, art. and literature. 
WEST: Dick, what about you? 
SLANSKY: In college I listed myself as a 
physics major, but I gave my heart to 
philosophy and writing fiction. I had quite a 
hard time with them, too, but physics and 
mathematics remained easy. However, since 
I didn't see physics as very deep, I decided 
after I graduated to look at other fields. I 
spent a year in the Harvard Divinity School, 
where I found myself inadvertently a 
spokesman for science. I took Ed Purcell's 
quantum mechanics course in order to be 
able to answer people's questions, and it was 
there that I found myself, for the first time, 
absolutely fascinated by physics, 

During that year I had been accepted at 
Berkeley as a graduate student in philosophy, 
but in May I asked them whether I could 
switch to physics. They wrote back saying it 

GEOFFREY B. WEST: "One of the great things that has happened in partick 
physics is that some of. . . the wonderful, deep questions . n are being asked 
again. . . Somehow we have to understand why there is a weak sc& why there is 
an electromagnetic scale, why a strong scale, and ultimately why a grand scalesp' 

would be fine. I don't know that one can be 
such a dilettante these days. 
SCIENCE; Why were people in Divinity 
School asking about quantum mechanics? 
SUNSKY: People hoped to gain some in- 
sight into the roles of theology and 
philosophy from the intellectual framework 
of science. In the past certain philosophical 
systems have been based on physical the- 
ories. People were wondering what had really 
happened with quantum mechanics, since no 
philosophical system had been built upon iti 
Efforts have been made, but none so success- 
ful as Kant's with Newtonian physics, for 
example. 
CARRUTHER& Particle physics doesn't 

stand still for philosophy. The subject is such 
that as soon as you understand something, 
you move on. I think restlessness 
characterizes this particular branch of sci- 
ence, in fact. 
SLANSKY. I never looked at science as 
something I wanted to learn that would be 
absolutely permanent for all the rest of the 
history of mankind. I simply enjoy the doing 
of the physics, and I enjoy cheering on other 
people who are doing it. It is the intellectual . 
excitement of particle physics that draws me 
to it. 
ZWEIG: Dick, was there some connection, 
in your own mind, between religion and 
physics? 
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"The real problem was that you had a zoo ofparticles, 
with none seemingly more fundamental than any 
other." 

SLANSKY: Some. One of the issues that 
concerned me was the referential 
mechanisms of theological language. How 
we refer to things. In science we also have 
that concern, very much so. 
ZWEIG: What do you mean by "HOW we 
refer to things"? 
S L A N S a  When we use a word to refer to 
God or to refer to great generalizations in our 
experience, how does the word work to refer 
beyond the language? Language is just a 
sound. How does the word refer beyond just 
the mere word to the total experience? I've 
never really solved that problem in my own 
mind. 
CARRUTHERS: When you mention the 
word God, isn't there a pattern of signals in 
your mind that corresponds to the pattern of 
sound? Doesn't God have a peculiar pattern? 
SLANSKY: The referential mechanisms of 
theological language became a major concern 
around 1966, after I'd lefi Harvard Divinity. 
Before that the school was under the in- 
fluence of the two great theologians Paul 
Tillich and Reinhold Niebuhr. Their concern 
was with the eighteenth and nineteenth cen- 
tury efforts to put into some sort of theoreti- 
cal or logical framework all of man and his 
nature. I found myself swept up much more 
into theological and philosophical issues 
than into the study of ethics. 
ZWEIG Do you think these issues lie in the 
domain of science now? Questions about 
what man is, what his role in nature is, and 
what nature itself is, are being framed and 
answered by biologists and physicists. 
SLANSKE I don't view what I am trying to 
do in particle physics as finding man's place 
in nature. I think of it as a puzzle made of a 
lot of experimental data, and we are trying to 
assemble the pieces. 
CARRUTHERS But the attitudes are very 
theological, and often they tend to be 
dogmatic. 
SLANSKY: I would like to make a personal 
statement here. That is, when I go out for a 
walk in the mountains, enjoying the beauties 
of nature with a capital N, I don't f e l  that 
that has any very direct relationship to for- 
mulating a theory of nature. While my per- 

sonal experience may set my mind in mo- 
tion, may provide some inspiration, I don't 
feel that seeing the Truchas peaks or seeing 
wild flowers in the springtime is very closely 
related to my efforts to build a theory. 
WEST: Along that line I have an apocryphal 
story about Hans and Rose Bethe. One sum- 
mer's evening when the stars were shining 
and the sky was spectacular, Rose was ex- 
claiming over their beauty. Allegedly Hans 
replied, "Yes, but you know, I think I am the 
only man alive that knows why they shine.'' 
There you have the difference between the 
romantic and the scientific views. 
MY: Particle physics to me is a unique 
marriage of philosophy and reality. In high 
school I read the philosopher George 
Berkeley, who discusses space and time and 
tries to imagine what space would be like 
were there nothing in it. Could there be a 
force on a particle were there nothing else in 
space? Obviously a particle couldn't move 
because it would have nothing to move with 
respect to. Particle physics has the beauty of 

philosophy constrained by the fact you are 
working with observable reality. For a sci- 
ence fair in high school I built a cloud 
chamber and tried to observe some alpha 
particles and beta particles. That's the reality 
part: you can actually build an experiment 
and actually see some of these fundamental 
objects. And there are people who are 
brilliant enough, like Einstein, to relate ideas 
and thought to reality and then make predic- 
tions about how the world mupt be. Special 
relativity and all the Gedanken experiments, 
which are basically philosophical, say how 
the world is. To me what particle physics 
means is that you can have an idea, based on 
some physical fact, that leads to some ex- 
perimental prediction. That is beautifhl, and 
I don't know how you define beauty except 
to say that it's in the eye of the beholder. 
ZWEIG: How was science viewed in your 
family? 
RABY: No one understood science in my 
family. 
ZWEIG: Well, did they respect it even if they 

STUART A. RA B Y: think what particle physics means to me is this unique 
intermarriage of philosophy and realiw . . . . Particle physics has the beauty of 
philosophy constrained by the f u t  that you are working with observable re- 
ality. . . . If you have a beaut~ul idea and it leads to a prediction thaty in f a t y  
comes truey that would be the most amazing thing. That you can understand 
something on such a findamen tal level!" 
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''* one thing that distinguishes physics from 
philosophy is predictive power* The quark model had a 
lot o fpredictive PO were9' 

ROUND TABLE 

didn't understand it? 
RABY: I guess they accepted the fact that I 
would pursue what interested me. I'm the 
first one in my family to finish college, and 
that in itself is something big to them. My 
grandfather, who does understand a little, 
has read about Einstein. My grandfather's 
interest in science doesn't come fiom any 
particular trainingy but fiom the fact that he 
is very inventive and intuitive and puts 
radios together and learns everything by 
himself 
ZWEIG: Was he respected for it? 
M Y :  By whom? My grandfather owned a 
chicken market, so he did these things in his 
spare time. 
WEST: That's interesting. I have to admit I 
am another person who got into physics in 
spite of himself I was facile in mathematics 
but more keen on literature. I turned to 
natural sciences when I went to Cambridge 
only because I had begun reading Jeans and 
Eddington and all those early twentieth cen- 
tury visionaries. They were describing that 
wondefil time of the birth of quantum me- 
chanics, the birth of relativity, the beginning 
of thinking about cosmology and the origin 
of the universe. Wondefil questions! Really 
important questions that dovetailed into the 
big questions raised by literature. What is it 
all really about, this mysterious universe? 

The other crucial reason that I went into 
science was that I could not stand the world 
of business, the world of the wheelerdealery 
that whole materialistic world. Somehow I 
had an image of the scientist as removed 
from that, judged only by his work, his only 
criteria being prooc knowledge, and wisdom. 
I still hold that romantic image. And that has 
been my biggest disappointment, because, of 
course, science, like everything else that in- 
volves millions of dollars, has its own 
wheeler-dealers and salesmen and all the rest 
of it. 

My undergraduate experience at Cam- 
bridge was something of a disaster in terms 
of physics education, and I was determined 
to leave the field. I had become very inter- 
ested in West Coast jazz and managed to 
obtain a fellowship to Stanford where, for a 

LOS ALAMOS SCIENCE Summer/Falll984 

RICHARD A. SLANSKY: "It is the intellectual excitement of particle physics 
that draws me to it, really . . . Ifindparticle physics an intriguing eflort to try to 
explain and understand, in a very special way, what goes on in nature . . . . I enjoy 
the eflort . . . . I enjoy cheering on otherpmple who are trying. . . I think of it as 
a puzzle made of a lbt of experimental data, and we are trying to assemble all the 
pieces.'' 

year, I could be near San Francisco, North 
Beach, and that whole scene. Although at 
first I hated Pa10 Alto, my physics courses 
were on so much more a professional level, 
so much more an exciting level, that my 
attitude eventually changed. Somehow the 
whole world opened up. But even in graduate 
school I would go back to reading Fddington, 
whether he were right or noty because his 
language and way of thinking were inspira- 
tional, as of course, were Einstein's. 
CARRUTHERS: Do you think our visions 
have become muddied in these modern 
times? 

WEST: I don't think so at all. One of the 
great things that has happened in particle 
physics is that some of the deep questions are 
being asked again. Not that I like the 
proposed answers, particularly, but the ques- 
tions are being asked. George, what do you 
say to all this? You often have a different 
slant. 
ZWEIG: My parents came from eastern 
Europe-they fled just before the second 
World War. I was born in Moscow and came 
to this country when I was less than two years 
old. Most of my family perished in the war, 
probably in concentration camps. I learned 



"It is an old Jewish belief that ideas are what really 
matter. If you want to create things that will endure, 
you create them in the mind of man." 

at a very early age from the example of my 
father' who was wise enough to see the situ- 
ation in Germany for what it really was, that 
it is very important to understand feality. 
Reality is the bottom line. Science deals with 
reality, and psychology with our ability to 
accept it. 

I grew up in a rough, integrated 
neighborhood in Detroit. Much ofit subse- 
quently burned down in the 1967 riot. I 
hated school and at first did very poorly. I 
was placed in a "slower'' non-college 
preparatory class and took a lot of shop 
courses. Although I did not like being viewed 
as a second class citizen, I thought that oper- 
ating machines was a he11 of a lot more 
interesting than discussing social relations 
with my classmates and teachers. 

Eventually I was able to do everything that 
was asked of me very quickly, but the teach- 
ers were not knowledgeable, and classes were 
boring. In order to get along I kept my mouth 
shut. Occasionally I acted as an expediter, 
asking questions to help my classmates. 

At that time science and magic were really 
one and the same in my mind, and what 
child isn't fascinated by magic? At home I 
did a11 sorts of tinkering. I built rockets that 
flew and developed my own rocket fuels. The 
ultimate in magic was my tesla coil with a six 
foot corona emanating from a door knob. 

College was a revelation to me. I went to 
the University of Michigan and majored in 
mathematics. For the first time I met teach- 
ers who were smart. And then I went to 
Caltech' a place I had never even heard of six 
months before I arrived. At Caltech I was 
very fortunate to work with Alvin 
Tollestrup, an experimentalist who later de- 
signed the superconducting magnets that are 
used at Fermilab. And I was exposed to 
Feynman and Gell-Mann, who were un- 
believable individuals in their own dis- 
tinctive ways. That was an exciting time. 
Shelly Glashow was a postdoc. Ken Wilson, 
Hung Cheng, Roger Dashen, and Sidney 
Coleman were graduate students. Rudy 
Mossbauer was down the hall. He was still a 
research fellow one month before he got the 
Nobel prize. The board of trustees called a 

178 

GEORGE ZWEIG: "I learned at a v e v  early age. . .that realiw is the bottom line. 
Science deals with reality, and psycho lo^ with our ability to accept it." 

crash meeting and promoted him to full 
professor just before the announcement. I 
remember pleading with Dan Kevles in the 
history department to come over to the phys- 
ics department and record the progress, be- 
cause science history was in the making, but 
he wouldn't budge. "You can never tell what 
is important until many years later," he said. 
CARRUTHER& I've forgotten whether I 
first met all of you at Cal Tech or at Aspen. 
ZWEIG: Wherever Pete met us, I know 
we're all here because of him. He was always 
very gently asking me, "HOW about coming 
to b s  Alamos?" Eventually I took him up 
on his offer. 

WEST: Before we leave this more personal 
side ofthe interview, I want to ask a question 
or two about families. Is it true that 
physicists generally come from middle class 
and lower backgrounds? Dick, what about 
your family? 
SLANSKY: My father came from a f d g  
family. Since he weighed only ninety-seven 
pounds when he graduated from high school, 
farm work was a little heavy for him. He 
entered a local college and eventually earned 
a graduate degree fiom Berkeley as a physical 
chemist. My mother wanted to attend 
medical school and was admitted, but back 
in those days it was more important to have 
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children. So I am the result rather than her 
becoming a doctor. 
CARRUTHERS: My father grew up on a 
f m  in Indiana, was identified as a bright 
kid7 and was sent off to Purdue, where he 
became an engineer. So I at least had some- 
body who believed in a technical world. 
However, when I finally became a professor 
at Cornell, my parents were a bit disap- 
pointed because in their experience only 
those who couldn't make it in the business 
world became faculty members. 
WEST: What about your parents, George? 
ZWEIG: Both my parents are intellectuals, 
people very much concerned with ideas. To 
me one of the virtues of doing science is that 
you contribute to the construction of ideas% 
which last in ways that material monuments 
don't, It is an old Jewish belief that ideas are 
what really matter. If you want to create 
things that will endure, you create them in 
the mind of man. 
WEST: What did your parents do? 
ZWEIG: My mother was a nursery school 
teacher. She studied in Vienna in the ' ~ O S ,  an 
exciting time. Montessori was there; Freud 
was there. My father was a structural engi- 
neer. He chose his profession for political 
reasonsy because engineering was a usefbl 
thing to do. 
WEST: Then all three of you have scientific 
or engineering backgrounds. My mother is a 
dressmakery and my father was a pro- 
fessional gambler. But he was an intellectual 
in many ways, even though he Iefi school at 
fifteen. He read profusely7 knew everything 
superiicially very well, and was brilliant in 
languages. He wasted his life gambling, but it 
was an interesting life. I think I became facile 
in mathematics at a young age just because 
he was so quick at working out oddsy odds on 
dogs and horses, how to do triples and 
doubles7 and so on. 
CARRUTHERS: Are we all firstborn sons? I 
think we are7 and that's an ofien quoted 
statistic about scientists. 
WEST: Have we all retreated into science for 
solace? 
RABY: It's more than that. At one time I felt 
divided between going into social work in 

PETER A. CARRUTHERS: "There's no point in a full-blown essay on quantum 
field thwry because it's probably wrong anyway. That's what fundamental science 
is all about-whatever you're doing is probabk) wrong. That's how you know when 
you're doing it. Once in a while you're right, and then you're a great man, or 
woman nowadays. I've tried to explain this before to people, but they're vety slow to 
understand* What you have to do is look back andfind what has been filtered out rn 
correct hy experiments and a lot of subsequent restructuring. Right? But when 
you're actually doing it, almost every time you're wrong. Everybody thinks you sit 
on a mountaintop communing with Jung's collective unconscious, right? Well you 
tqy, but the collective unconscious isn't any smarter than you are." 
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"Why do the forces in nature have dqfirent 
strengths . . . That's one of those wonderful deep ques- 
tions that has come back to haunt us." 

order to be involved with people or going 
into science and being involved with ideas. It 
was continually on my mind, and when I 
graduated fiom college, I took a year off to do 
social work. I worked in a youth house in the 
South Bronx as a counselor for kids between 
the ages of seven and seventeen. They were 
all there waiting to be sentencedy and they 
were very self-destructive kids. The best 
thing you could do was to show them that 
they should have goals and that they 
shouldnyt destroy themselves when the goals 
seemed out of reach. For example, a typical 
goal was to get out of the placey and a typical 
reaction was to end up a suicide. I kept trying 
to tell these kidsy "Do what you enjoy doing 
and set a goal for yourself and try to fulfill 
that goal in positive ways." In the end I was 
convinced by my own logic that I should 
return to physics. 
WEST: Let's discuss the way physics affects 
our personal lives now that we are grown 
men. Suppose you are at a cocktail partyy and 
someone asksy "What do you do?' "I am a 
physicist," you say, "High-energy physics," 
or "Particle physics." Then there is a silence 
and it is very awkward. That is one responsey 
and here is the other. "Oh, you do particle 
physics? My Gody that's exciting stum I read 
about quarks and couldn't understand a . 
word of it. But then I read this great book, 
The Tau ufPhysics. Can you tell me what you 
do?' I groan inwardly and sadly reflect on 
how great the communication gap is between 
scientists such as ourselves and the general 
public that supports us. We seem to have 
shirked our responsibility in communicating 
the fantastic ideas and concepts involved in 
our enterprise to the masses. It is a sobering 
thought that Capra's book, which most of us 
don't particularly like because it represents 
neither particle physics nor Zen accuratelyy is 
probably unique in turning on the layman to 
some aspects of particle physics. Whatever 
your views of that book may be, you've 
certainly got to appreciate what he's done for 
the publicity of the field. As for me, I find it 
dificult to talk about this life that I love in 
two-line sentences. 

Now, the cocktail party is just a supeficial 
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aspect of my social life, but the problem 
enters in a more crucial way in my rela- 
tionship with my familyy the people dear to 
me. Here is this work which I love, which I 
spend a majority of my time in doing, and 
fiom which a large number of the frustra- 
tions and disappointments.and joys in my 
life come, and I cannot communicate it to 
my fmily except in an incredibly supeflicial 
way. 
SLANSKY: The cocktail party experiences 
that Geofiey describes are absolutely 
perfect, and I know what he means about the 
family. Now that my children are older, they 
are into sciencey and sometimes they ask me 
questions at the dinner table. I try to give 
clear explanationsy but I'm never sure I've 
succeeded even superficially. And my wife, 
who is very bright but has no science back- 
groundy doesn't hesitate to say that science in 
more than twenty-five words is boring. 
Sometimesy in facty I feel that my doing 
physics is viewed by them as a hobby. 
CARRUTHEB Socially, what could be 
worse than a bunch of physicists gathering in 
a comer at a cocktail party to discuss phys- 
ics? 
RABY: I find there are two types of people. 
There are people who ask you a question just 
to be polite and who don't really want an 
answer. Those people you ignore. Then there 
are people who are genuinely interested- and 

you talk to them. If they don't understand 
what a quark is, you ask them if they under- 
stand what a proton or an electron is. If they 
don't understand those, then you ask them if 

, they know what an atom is. You describe an 
atom as electrons and a nucleus of protons 
and neutrons. You go down from therey and 
you eventually get to what you are study- 
ing-particle physics. 
WEST: Does particle physics affect your re- 
lationship with your wife? 
RABY: My wife is occasionally interested in 
all this. My son, howevery is genuinely inter- 
ested in all forms of physical phenomena and 
is constantly asking questions. He likes to 
hear about gravity, that the gravity that pulls 
objects to the earth also pulls the moon 
around the earth. 1 have to admit that I find 
his interest very rewarding. 

WEST: Maybe, since we've been given the 
opportuniQ today, we should start talking 
aboutphysics. Particlephysics has gone 
through a minirevolution since the discovery 
of thepsi/Jparticle at SLAG and at 
Brookhaven ten years ago. Although not im- 
portant in i tsez that discovev confirmed a 
whole way of thinking in terms of guarks, 
symmetry principles, gauge thwries, and 
unification. It was a bolt out of the blue at a 
time when the direction ofparticle physics was 
uncertain. From then on, it became clear that 
non-Abelian gauge theories and unifi- 
cation were going to form the fundamental 
princkles for research. Sociologically, there 
developed a unanimie in the field, a una- 
nimity that has remained. This has led us to 
the standard model, which incorporates the 
strong, weak, tand electromagnetic interac- 
tions. 

SLANSKY: Yes, the standard model is a 
marvelous synthesis of ideas that have been 
around for a long time. It derives all interac- 
tions from one elegant principley the prin- 
ciple of local symmetry, which has its origin 
in the structure of electromagnetism. In the 
1950s Yang and Mills generalized this struc- 
ture to the so-called non-Abelian gauge the- 
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ones and then through the '60s and '70s we 
learned enough about these field theories to 
feel confident describing all the forces of 
nature in terms of them. 
RABY: I think we feel confident with Yang- 
Mills theories because they are just a sophis- 
ticated version of our old concept of force. 
The idea is that all of matter is made up of 
quarks and leptons (electrons, muons, etc.) 
and that the forces or interactions between 
them arise from the exchange of special kinds 
of particles called gauge particles: the photon 
in electromagnetic interactions, the W' and 
2' in the weak interactions responsible for 
radioactive decay, and the gluons in strong 
interactions that bind the nucleus. (It is be- 
lieved that the graviton plays a similar role in 
gravity.) [The local gauge theory of the strong 
forces is called quantum chromodynamics 
(QCD). The local gauge theory that unifies 
the weak force and the electromagnetic force 
is the electroweak theory that predicted the 
existence of the W* and ZO.] 
ZWEIG: You are talking about a very lim- 
ited aspect of what high-energy physics has 
been. Our present understanding did not de- 
velop in an orderly manner. In fact, what 
took place in the early '60s was the first 
revolution we have had in physics since 
quantum mechanics. At that time, if you 
were at Berkeley studying physics, you 
studied S-matrix, not field theory, and when 
I went to Caltech, I was also taught that field 
theory was not important. 
SLANSKY: Yes, the few people that were 
focusing on Yang-Mills theories in the '50s 
and early '60s were more or less ignored. 
Perhaps the most impressive of those early 
papers was one by Julian Schwinger in which 
he tried to use the isotopic spin group as a 
local symmetry group for the weak, not the 
strong, interactions. (Schwinger's approach 
turned out to be correct. The Nobel prize- 
winning SU(2) X U(l) electroweak theory 
that predicted the W* and 2' vector mesons 
to mediate the weak interactions is an ex- 
panded version of Schwinger's SU(2) 
model.) 
WEST: In retrospect Schwinger is a real hero 
in the sense that he kept the faith and made 
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some remarkable discoveries in field theory 
during a period when everybody was 
basically giving him the finger. He was com- 
pletely ignored and, in fact, felt left out of the 
field because no one would pay any atten- 
tion, 
SCIENCE: Why was field theory dropped? 
CARRUTHERS. Now we reach a curious 
sociological phenomenon. 
RABY: Sociological? I thought the theory 
was just too hard to understand. There were 
all those infinities that cropped up in the 
calculations and had to be renormalized 
away. 
CARRUTHERS: I am afraid there is a phase 
transition that occurs in groups of people of 
whatever IQ who feverishly follow each new 
promising trend in science. They go to a 
conference, where a guru raises his hands up 
and waves his baton; everyone sits there, 
their heads going in unison, and the few 
heretics sitting out there are mostly in- 
timidated into keeping their heresies to 
themselves. After a while some new religion 
comes along, and a new faith replaces the 
old. This is a curious thing, which you often 
see at football games and the like. 
WEST: The myth perpetrated about field 
theory was, as Stuart said, that the problems 
were too hard. But if you look at Yang-Mills 
and Julian Schwinger's paper, for example, 
there was still serious work that could have 
been done. Instead, when I was at Stanford, 
Sidney Drell taught advanced quantum me- 
chanics and gave a whole lecture on why you 
didn't need field theory. All you needed were 
Feynman graphs. That was the theory. 
RABY: The real problem was that you had a 
zoo of particles, with none seemingly more 
fundamental than any other. Before people 
knew about quarks, you didn't feel that you 
were writing down the fundamental fields. 
WEST: In 1954 we had all the machinery 
necessary to write down the standard model. 
We had the renormalization group. We had 
local gauge theories. 
SLANSKY: But nobody knew what to apply 
them to. 
SCIENCE: George, in 1963, when you came 
up with the idea that quarks were the constit- 

uents of the strongly interacting particles, did 
you think at all about field theory? 
ZWEIG: No. The history I remember is 
quite different. The physics community 
responded to this proliferation of particles by 
embracing the bootstrap hypothesis. No par- 
ticle was viewed as fundamental; instead, 
there was a nuclear democracy in which all 
particles were made out of one another. The 
idea had its origins in Heisenberg's S-matrix 
theory. Heisenberg published a paper in 1943 
reiterating the philosophy that underlies 
quantum mechanics, namely, that you 
should only deal with observables. In the 
case of quantum mechanics, you deal with 
spectral lines, the frequencies of light emitted 
from atoms. In the case of particle physics, 
you go back to the ideas of Rutherford. 
Operationally, you study the structure of 
matter by scattering one particle off another 
and observing what happens. The ex- 
perimental results can be organized in a kind 
of a matrix that gives the amplitudes for the 
incoming particles to scatter into the outgo- 
ing ones. Measuring the elements of this 
scattering, or S-matrix, was the goal of ex- 
perimentalists. The work oftheorists was to 
write down relationships that these S-matrix 
elements had to obey. The idea that there 
was another hidden layer of reality, that there 
were objects inside protons and neutrons 
that hadn't been observed but were responsi- 
ble for the properties of these particles, was 
an idea that was just totally foreign to the S- 
matrix philosophy; so the proposal that the 
hadrons were composed of more fundamen- 
tal constituents was vigorously resisted. Not 
until ten years later, with the discovery of the 
psi/Jparticle, did the quark hypothesis be- 
come generally accepted. By then the 
evidence was so dramatic that you didn't 
have to be an expert to see the underlying 
structure. 
RABY: The philosophy of the bootstrap, 
from what I have read of it, is a very beautiful 
philosophy. There is no fundamental par- 
ticle, but there are fundamental rules of how 
particles interact to produce the whole spec- 
trum. But one thing that distinguishes phys- 
ics from philosophy is predictive power. The 
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"It's important to pick one fundamental question, push 
on it, and get the right answer. . . ' 9  

quark model had a lot of predictive power. It 
predicted the whole spectrum of hadrons 
observed in high energy experiments. It is 
not because of sociology that the bootstrap 
went out; it was the experimental evidence of 
$/psi that made people believe there really 
arc objects called quarks that are the building 
blocks of all the hadrons that we see. It is this 
reality that turned people in the direction 
they follow today. 
CARRUTHERS: And because of the very 
intense proliferation of unknowns, it is un- 
likely that the search for fundamental con- 
stituents will stop here. In the standard 
model you have dozens of parameters that 
are beyond any experimental reach. 
SCIENCE: But you have fewer coordinates 
now than you had originally, right? 
CARRUTHERS: If you are saying the 
coordinates have all been coordinated by 
group symmetry, then of course there are 
many fewer. 
WEST: I think the deep inelastic scattering 
experiments at SLAC played an absolutely 
crucial role in convincing people that quarks 
arc real. It was quite clear from the scaling 
behavior of the scattering amplitudes that 
you were doing a classic Rutherford type 
scattering experiment and that you were lit- 
erally seeing the constituents of the nucleon. 
I think that was something that was ex- 
tremely convincing. Not only was it 
qualitatively correct, but quantitatively 
numbers were coming out that could only 
come about if you believed the scattering was 
taking place from quarks, even though they 
weren't actually being isolated. But let me 
say one other thing about the S-matrix ap- 
proach. That approach is really quantum 
mechanics in action. Everything is connected 
with everything else by this principle of unit- 
arity or conservation of probability. It is a 
very curious state of affairs that the quark 
model, which requires less quantum me- 
chanics to predict, say, the spectrum of parti- 
cles, has proven to be much more useful. 
SLANSKY: Remember, though, there were 
some important things missing in the 
bootstrap approach. There was no natural 
way to incorporate the weak and the elec- 
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tromagnetic forces. 
WEST: That picks up another important 
point; the S-matrix theory could not cope 
with the problem of scale. And that brings us 
back to the standard model and then into 
grand unification. The deep inelastic scatter- 
ing experiments focused attention on the 
idea that physical theories exhibit a scale 
invariance similar to ordinary dimensional 
analysis. 

One of the wonderful things that happened 
as a result was that all of us began to accept 
renormalization (the infinite rescaling of 
field theories to make the answers come out 
finite) as more than just hocus-pocus. Any 
graduate student first learning the re- 
normalization procedure must have thought 
that a trick was being pulled and that the 
procedure for getting finite answers by sub- 
tracting one infinity from another really 
couldn't be right. An element of hocus-pocus 
may still remain, but the understanding that 
renormalization was just an exploitation of 
scale invariance in the very complicated con- 
text offield theory has raised the procedure 
to the level of a principle. 

The focus on scale also led to the feeling 
that somehow we have to understand why 

the forces in nature have different strengths 
and become strong at different energies, why 
there are different energy scales for the weak, 
for the electromagnetic, and for the strong 
interactions, and ultimately whether there 
may be a grand scale, that is, an energy at 
which all the forces look alike. That's one of 
those wonderful deep questions that has 
come back to haunt us. 
RABY: I guess we think of quantum elec- 
trodynamics (QED) as being such a success- 
ful theory because calculations have been 
done to an incredibly high degree ofac- 
curacy. But it is hard to imagine that we will 
ever do that well for the quark interactions. 
The whole method of doing computations in 
QED is perturbative. You can treat the elec- 
tromagnetic interaction as a small pertmba- 
tion on the free theory. But, in order to 
understand what is going on in the strong 
interactions of quantum chromodynamics 
(QCD), you have to use nonperturbative 
methods, and then you get a whole new 
feeling about the content of field theory. 
Field theory is much richer than a 
perturbative analysis might lead one to be- 
lieve. The study of scaling by MÃ Fisher, L. 
Kadanoff, and K. Wilson emphasized the 
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interrelation of statistical mechanics and 
field theory. For example, it is now under- 
stood that a given field theoretic model may, 
as in statistical mechanics systems, exist in 
several qualitatively different phases. 
Statistical mechanical methods have also 
been applied to field theoretic systems. For 
example, gauge theories are now being 
studied on discrete space-time lattices, using 
Monte Carlo computer simulations or analog 
high temperature expansions to investigate 
the complicated phase structure. There has 
now emerged a fruitful interdisciplinary 
focus on the non-linear dynamics inherent in 
the subjects of field theory, statistical me- 
chanics, and classical turbulence. 
ZWEIG: Isn't it true to say that the number 
ofthings you can actually compute with 
QCD is far less than you could compute with 
S-matrix theory many years ago? 
WEST: I wouldn't say that. 
ZWEIG: What numbers can be experimen- 
tally measured that have been computed 
cleanly from QCD? 
RABY: What is your definition ofclean? 
ZWEIG: A clean calculation is one whose 
assumptions are only those of the theory. Let 
me give you an example. I certainly will 
accept the numerical results obtained from 
lattice gauge calculations of QCD as defini- 
tive if you can demonstrate that they follow 
directly from QCD. When you approximate 
space-time as a discrete set of points lying in 
a box instead of an infinite continuum, as 
you do in lattice calculations, you have to 
show that these approximations are legit- 
imate. For example, you have to show that 
the effects of the finite lattice size have been 
properly taken into account. 
RABY: To return to the question, this is the 
first time you can imagine calculating the 
spectrum of strongly interacting particles 
from first principles. 
ZWEIG: The spectrum of strongly interact- 
ing particles has not yet been calculated in 
QCD. In principle it should be possible, and 
much progress has been made, but opera- 
tionally the situation is not much better than 
it was in the early '60s when the bootstrap 
was gospel. 
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SLANSKY: Yes, but that was a very dirty 
calculation. The agreement got worse as the 
calculations became more cleverly done. 
WEST: The numbers from lattice gauge the- 
ory calculations of QCD are not necessarily 
meaningful at present. There is a serious 
question whether the lattice gauge theory, as 
formulated, is a real theory. When you take 
the lattice spacing to zero and go to the 
continuum limit, does that give you the the- 
ory you thought you had? 
RABY: That's the devil's advocate point of 
view, the view coming from the mathemati- 
cal physicists. On the other hand, people 
have made approximations, and what you 
can say is that any approximation scheme 
that you use has given the same results. First, 
there are hadrons that are bound states of 
quarks, and these bound states have finite 
size. Second, there is no scale in the theory, 
but everything, all the masses, for example, 
can be defined in terms of one fundamental 
scale. You can get rough estimates of the 
whole particle spectrum. 
WEST: You can predict that from the old 
quark model, without knowing anything 
about the local color symmetry and the eight 
colored gluons that are the gauge particles of 
the theory. There is only one clean calcula- 
tion that can be done in QCD. That is the 
calculation of scattering amplitudes at very 
high energies. Renormalization group analy- 
sis tells us the theory is asymptotically free at 
high energies, that is, at very high energies 
quarks behave as free point-like particles so 
the scattering amplitudes should scale with 
energy. The calculations predict logarithmic 
corrections to perfect scaling. These have 
been observed and they seem to be unique to 
QCD. Another feature unique to quantum 
chromodynamics is the coupling of the gluon 
to itself which should predict the existence of 
glueballs. These exotic objects would provide 
another clean test of QCD. 
ZWEIG: I agree. The most dramatic and 
interesting tests of quantum chromo- 
dynamics follow from those aspects of the 
theory that have nothing to do with quarks 
directly. The theory presumably does predict 
the existence of bound states of gluons, and 

furthermore, some of those bound states 
should have quantum numbers that are not 
the same as those of particles made out of 
quark-antiquark pairs. The bound states that 
I would like to see studied are these "odd- 
balls," particles that don't appear in the 
simple quark model. The theory should 
predict quantum numbers and masses for 
these objects. These would be among the 
most exciting predictions of QCD. 
RABY: People who are calculating the 
hadronic spectrum are doing those sorts of 
calculations too. 
ZWEIG: It's important to pick one funda- 
mental question, push on it, and get the right 
answer. You may differ as to whether you 
want to use the existence of oddballs as a 
crucial test or something else, but you should 
accept responsibility for performing calcula- 
tions that are clean enough to provide mean- 
ingful comparison between theory and ex- 
periment. The spirit of empiricism does not 
seem to be as prevalent now as it was when 
people were trying different approaches in 
particle physics, that is, S-matrix theory, 
field theory, and the quark model. The devel- 
opment of the field was much more Darwi- 
nian then. People explored many different 
ideas, and natural selection picked the win- 
ner. Now evolution has changed; it is 
Lamarckian. People think they know what 
the right answer is, and they focus and build 
on one another's views. The value of actually 
testing what they believe has been substan- 
tially diminished. 
SLANSKY: I don't think that is true. The 
technical problems of solving QCD have 
proved to be harder than any other technical 
problems faced in physics before. People 
have had to back off and try to sharpen their 
technical tools. I think, in fact, that most do 
have open minds as to whether it is going to 
be right or wrong. 
WEST: What do you think about the rest of 
the standard model? Do we think the elec- 
troweak unification is a closed book, 
especially now that W ^  and 2' vector bos- 
ons have been discovered? 
SLANSKY: It is to a certain level of ac- 
curacy, but the theory itself is just a 



"It may be that all this matter is looped together in 
some complex topological web and that ifyou tear 
apart the Gordian knot with your sword of Damocles, 
something really strange will happen." 

phenomenology with some twenty or so free 
parameters floating around. So it is clearly 
not the final answer. 
SCIENCE: What are these numbers? 
RABY: All the masses of the quarks and 
leptons are put into the theory by hand. Also, 
the mixing angle, the so-called Cabibbo 
angle, which describes how the charmed 
quark decays into a strange quark and a little 
bit of the down quark, is not understood at all. 
ZWEIG; Operationally, the electroweak the- 
ory is solid. It predicted that the W* and 2' 
vector bosons would exist at certain masses, 
and they actually do exist at those masses. 
SLANSKY: The theory also predicted the 
coupling of the z to the weak neutral cur- 
rent. People didn't want to have to live with 
neutral currents because, to a very high 
degree of experimental accuracy, there was 
no evidence for strangeness-changing weak 
neutral currents. The analysis through local 
symmetry seemed to force on you the ex- 
istence of weak neutral currents, and when 
they were observed in '73 or whenever, it was 
a tremendous victory for the model. The 
electron has a weak neutral current, too, and 
this current has a very special form in the 
standard model. (It is an almost purely axial 
current.) This form of the current was estab- 
lished in polarized electron experiments at 
SLAC. Very shortly after those experimental 
results, Glashow, Weinberg, and Salam re- 
ceived the Nobel prize for their work on the 
standard model of electroweak interactions. I 
think that was the appropriate time to give 
the Nobel prize, although a lot of my col- 
leagues felt it was a little bit premature. 
RABY: However, the Higgs boson required 
for the consistency of the theory hasn't been 
seen yet. 
SLANSKY: A little over a year ago there 
were four particles that needed to be 
seen-now there is only one. The standard 
model theory has had some rather im- 
pressive successes. 
WEST: Can we use this as a point of de- 
parture to talk about grand unification? Uni- 
fication of the weak and electromagnetic 
interactions, which had appeared to be quite 
separate forces, has become the prototype for 

attempts to unify those two with the strong 
interactions. 
RABY: In the standard model of the weak 
interactions, the quarks and the leptons are 
totally separate even though phenomenologi- 
cally they seem to come in families. For 
example, the up and the down quarks seem 
to form a family with the electron and its 
neutrino. Grand unification is an attempt to 
unify quarks and leptons, that is, to describe 
them as different aspects of the same object. 
In other words, there is a large symmetry 
group within which quarks and leptons can 
transform into each other. The larger group 
includes the local symmetry groups of the 
strong and electroweak interaction and 
thereby unifies all the forces. These grand 
unified theories also predict new interactions 
that take quarks into leptons and vice versa. 
One prediction of these grand unified the- 
ories is proton decay. 

WEST: The two most crucialpredictions of 
grand unified theories are, first, that protons 
are not perfectly stable and can decay and, 
second, that magnetic monopoles exist. 
Neither of these has been seen so far. Suppose 
they are never seen. Does that mean the ques- 
tion of grand unification becomes merely 
philosophical?Also, how does that bear on the 
idea of building a very high-energy ac- 
celerator like the SSC (superconducting super 
collider) that will cost the taxpayer $3 billion? 

CARRUTHERS: Why should we build this 
giant accelerator? Because in our theoretical 
work we don't have a secure world view; we 
need answers to many critical questions 
raised by the evidence from the lower 
energies. Even though I know that as soon as 
you do these new experiments, the number 
of questions is likely to multiply. This is part 
of my negative curvature view of the pro- 
gress of science. But there are some rather 
primitive questions which can be answered 
and which don't require any kind of sophisti- 
cation. For instance, are there any new parti- 
cles of well-defined mass of the old- 
fashioned type or new particles with different 

properties, perhaps? Will we see the Higgs 
particle that people stick into theories just to 
make the clock work? If you talk to people 
who make models, they will give you a pan- 
orama of predictions, and those predictions 
will become quite vulnerable to proof ifwe 
increase the amount of accelerator energy by 
a factor of 10 to 20. Those people are either 
going to be right, or they're going to have to 
retract their predictions and admit, "Gee, it 
didn't work out, did it?" 

There is a second issue to be addressed, 
and that is the question of what the funda- 
mental constituents of matter are. We 
messed up thirty years ago when we thought 
protons and neutrons were fundamental. We 
know now that they're structured objects, 
like atoms: they're messy and squishy and all 
kinds of things are buzzing around inside. 
Then we discovered that there are quarks 
and that the quarks must be held together by 
glue. But some wise guy comes along and 
says, "How do you know those quarks and 
gluons and leptons are not just as messy as 
those old protons were?" We need to test 
whether or not the quark itself has some 
composite structure by delivering to the 
quarks within the nucleons enough energy 
and momentum transfer. The accelerator 
acts like a microscope to resolve some fuzzi- 
ness in the localization of that quark, and a 
whole new level of substructure may be dis- 
covered. It may be that all this matter is 
looped together in some complex topological 
web and that if you tear apart the Gordian 
knot with your sword of Damocles, some- 
thing really strange will happen. A genie may 
pop out of the bottle and say, "Master, you 
have three wishes." 

A third issue to explore at the SSC is the 
dynamics of how fundamental constituents 
interact with one another. This takes you 
into the much more technical area of analyz- 
ing numbers to learn whether the world view 
you've constructed from evidence and the- 
ory makes any sense. At the moment we have 
no idea why the masses of anything are what 
they are. You have a theory which is attrac- 
tive, suggestive, and can explain many, many 
things. In the end, it has twenty or thirty 
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"If we can get people to agree on why we should be 
doing high-energy physics, then I think we can solve the 
problem of price." 
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RABY: You can ask that same question of 
any fundamental research that has no direct 
application to technology or national secur- 
ity, and you will get two different answers. 
The "practical" person will say that you do 
only what you conceive to have some 
benefits five or ten years down the line, 
whereas the person who has learned from 
history will say that all fundamental research 
leads eventually either to new intellectual 
understanding or to new technology. 
Whether technology has always benefited 
mankind is debatable, but it has certainly 
revolutionized the way people live. I think 
we should be funded purely on those 
grounds. 
WEST: Where do you stop? If you decide 
that $3 billion is okay or $10 billion, then do 
you ask for $100 billion? 
ZWEIG: This is a difficult question, but if 
we can get people to agree on why we should 
be doing high-energy physics, then I think we 
can solve the problem of price. Although 
what we have been talking about may sound 
very obscure and possibly very ugly to an 
outside observer (quantum chromo- 
dynamics, grand unification, and twenty or 
thirty arbitrary parameters), the bottom line 
is that all of this really deals with a funda- 
mental question, "What is everything made 
of?" 

It has been our historical experience that 
answers to fundamental questions always 
lead to applications. But the time scale for 
those applications to come forward is very, 
very long. For example, we talked about 
Faraday's experiments which pointed to the 
quanta1 nature of electricity in the early 
1800s; well, it was another half century 
before the quantum of electricity, the elec- 
tron, was named and it was another ten years 
before electrons were observed directly as 
cathode rays; and another quarter century 
passed before the quantum of electric charge 
was accurately measured. Only recently has 
the quantum mechanics of the electron 
found application in transistors and other 
solid state devices. 

Fundamental laws have always had ap- 
plication, and there's no reason to believe 



"Igroan inwardly and sadly reflect on how great the 
communication gap is bet ween scientists such as 
ourselves and the generalpublic that supports us." 

this will not hold in the future. We need to 
insist that our field be supported on that 
basis. We need ongoing commitment to this 
potential for new technology, even though 
technology's future returns to society are dif- 
ficult to assess. 
CARRUTHERS: Whenever support has to 
be ongoing, that's just when there seems to be 
a tendency to put it off. 
WEST: What's another few years, right? 
Now I would like to play devil's advocate. 
One of the unique things about being at Los 
Alamos is that you are constantly being 
asked to justify yourself. In the past, science 
has dealt with macroscopic phenomena and 
natural phenomena. (I am a little bit on 
dangerous ground here.) Even when it dealt 
with the quantum effects, the effects were 
macroscopic: spectroscopic lines, for exam- 
ple, and the electroplating phenomena. The 
crucial difference in high-energy physics is 
that what we do is artificial. We create rare 
states of matter: they don't exist except 
possibly in some rare cosmic event, and they 
have little impact on our lives. To under- 
stand the universe that we feel and touch, 
even down to its minutiae, you don't have to 
know a damn thing about quarks. 
ZWEIG: Maybe our experience is limited. 
Let me give you an example. Suppose we had 
stable heavy negatively-charged leptons, that 
is, heavy electrons. Then this new form of 
matter would revolutionize our technology 
because it would provide a sure means of 
catalyzing fusion at room temperature. So it 
is not true that the consequences of our work 
are necessarily abstract, beyond our ex- 
perience, something we can't touch. 
WEST: This discussion reminds me of 
something I believe Robert Wilson said dur- 
ing his first years as director of Fermilab. He 
was before a committee in Congress and was 
asked by some aggressive Congressman, 
"What good does the work do that goes on at 
your lab? What good is it for the military 
defense of this country?'Wilson replied 
something to the effect that he wasn't sure it 
helped directly in the defense of the country, 
but it made the country worth defending. 
Certainly, finding applications isn't 

predominantly what drives people in this 
field. People don't sit there trying to do grand 
unification, saying to themselves that in a 
hundred years' time there are going to be 
transmission lines of Higgs particles. When I 
was a kid, electricity was going to be so cheap 
it wouldn't be metered. And that was the 
kind of attitude the AEC took toward sci- 
ence. I, at least, can't work that way. 
SCIENCE: George, do you work that way? 
ZWEIG: I was brought up, like Pete, at a 
time when the funding for high-energy phys- 
ics was growing exponentially. Every few 
years the budget doubled. It was absolutely 
fabulous. As a graduate student I just 
watched this in amazement. Then I saw it 
turn off, overnight. In 1965, two years after I 
got my degree from Caltech, I was in Wash- 
ington and met Peter Franken. Peter said, 
"It's all over. High-energy physics is dead." I 
looked at him like he was crazy. A year later I 
knew that, in a very real sense, he was 
absolutely right. 

It became apparent to me that if I were 
going to get support for the kind of research I 
was interested in doing, I would have to 
convince the people that would pay for it that 
it really was worthwhile. The only common 
ground we had was the conviction that basic 
research eventually will have profound ap- 
plications. 

The same argument I make in high-energy 
physics, I also make in neurobiology. If you 
understand how people think, then you will 
be able to make machines that think. That, in 
turn, will transform society. It is very impor- 
tant to insist on funding basic research on 
this basis. It is an argument you can win. 

There are complications, as Pete says; if 
applications are fifty years off, why don't we 
think about funding twenty-five years from 
now? In fact, that is what we have just heard: 
they have told us that we can have another 
accelerator, maybe, but it is ten or fifteen 
years down the road. 
SLANSKY: We really can't build the SSC 
any faster than that. 
ZWEIG: They could have built the machine 
at Brookhaven. 
WEST: Let's talk about that. How can you 

explain why a community who agreed that 
building the Isabelle machine was such a 
great and wonderful thing decided, five years 
later, that it was not worth doing. 
SLANSKY: It is easy to answer that in very 
few words. The Europeans scooped the U.S. 
when they got spectacular experimental data 
confirming the electroweak unification. That 
had been one of our main purposes for build- 
ing Isabelle. 
CARRUTHERS: If you want to stay on the 
frontier, you have to go to the energies where 
the frontier is going to be. 
ZWEIG: Some interesting experiments were 
made at energies that were not quite what 
you would call frontier at the time. CP viola- 
tion was discovered at an embarrassingly low 
energy. 
SLANSKY: The Europeans already have the 
possibility of building a hadron collider in a 
tunnel already being dug, the large electron- 
positron collider at CERN. It is clear that the 
US., to get back into the effort, has to make a 
big jump. Last spring the High Energy Phys- 
ics Advisory Panel recommended cutting off 
Isabelle so the U.S. could go ahead in a 
timely fashion with the building of the SSC. 
WEST: If you were a bright young scientist, 
would you go into high-energy physics now? 
I think you could still say there is a glamour 
in doing theory and that great cosmic ques- 
tions are being addressed. But what is the 
attraction for an experimentalist, whose 
talents are possibly more highly rewarded in 
Silicon Valley? 
RABY: It will become more and more dif- 
ficult to get people to go into high-energy 
physics as the time scale for doing experi- 
ments grows an order of magnitude equal to 
a person's lifetime. 
ZWEIG: Going to the moon was a successful 
enterprise even though it took a long time 
and required a different state of mind for the 
participating scientists. 
WEST: Many of the great creative efforts of 
medieval life went into projects that lasted 
more than one generation. Building a great 
cathedral lasted a hundred, sometimes two 
hundred years. Some of the great craftsmen, 
the great architects, didn't live to see their 
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"I consider doing physics something that causes me an 
enormous amount of emotional energy. I get upset. I 
get depressed. I get joyful." 
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work completed. 
As for going to high energies, I see us 

following Fermi's fantasy: we will find the 
hydrogen atom of hadronic physics and 
things will become simpler. It is a sort of 
Neanderthal approach. You hit as hard as 
you can and hope that things break down 
into something incredibly small. Somewhere 
in those fragments will be the "hydrogen" 
atom. That's the standard model. Some peo- 
ple may decide to back off from that 
paradigm. Lower energies are actually 
amenable. 
CARRUTHERS: I think that people have 
already backed off. Wasn't Glashow going 
around the country saying we should do low- 
energy experiments? 
WEST: Just to bring it home, the raison 
d'etre for LAMPF I1 is to have a low-energy, 
high-intensity machine to look for interest- 
ing phenomena. It is again this curious thing. 
We are looking at quantum effects by using a 
classical mode-hitting harder. The idea of 
high accuracy still uses quantum mechanics. 
I suppose it is conceivable that one would 
reorient the paradigm toward using the 
quantum mechanical nature of things to 
learn about the structure of matter. 
SLANSKY: Both directions are very irnpor- 
tant. 
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SCIENCE: Is high-energy physics still at- 
tracting the brightest and the best? 
SLANSKY: Some of the young guys coming 
out are certainly smart. 
CARRUTHERS: I think there is an increas- 
ing array of very exciting intellectual 
challenges and new scientific areas that can 
be equally interesting. Given a limited pool 
of intellectual talent, it is inevitable that 
many will be attracted to the newer dis- 
ciplines as they emerge. 
ZWEIG: Computation, for example. Ste- 
phen Wolfram is a great example of someone 
who was trained in high-energy physics but 
then turned his interest elsewhere, and 
profitably so. 
CARRUTHERS: Everything to do with con- 
ceptualization-computers or theory of the 
mind, nonlinear dynamics advances. All of 
these things are defining new fields that are 
very exciting-and that may in turn help us 
solve some of the problems in particle phys- 
ics. 
ZWEIG: That's optimistic. What would 
physics have been like without your two or 
three favorite physicists? I think we would all 
agree that the field would have been much 
the poorer. The losses of the kind we are 
talking about can have a profound effect on a 
field. Theoretical physics isn't just the 

cumulative efforts of many trolls pushing 
blocks to build the pyramids. 
WEST: But my impression is that the work 
is much less individualized than it ever was. 
The fact that the electroweak unification was 
shared by three people, and there were others 
who could have been added to that list, is an 
indication. If you look at QCD and the stan- 
dard model, it is impossible to write a name, 
and it is probably impossible to write ten 
names, without ignoring large numbers of 
people who have contributed. The grand uni- 
fied theory, if there ever is one, will be more 
the result of many people interacting than of 
one Einstein, the traditional one brilliant 
man sitting in an armchair. 
SCIENCE: Was that idea ever really correct? 
WEST: It was correct for Einstein. It was 
correct for Dirac. 
SCIENCE: Was their thinking really a total 
departure? 
ZWEIG: The theory of general relativity is a 
great example, and almost a singular exam- 
ple, of someone developing a correct theoret- 
ical idea in the absence of experimental in- 
formation, merely on the basis of intuition. I 
think that is what people are trying to do 
now. This is very dangerous. 
RABY: Another point is that Einstein in his 
later years was trying to develop the grand 
unified theory of all known interactions, and 
he was way off base. All the interactions 
weren't even known then. 
WEST: Theorizing in the absence of sup- 
portive data is still dangerous. 
CARRUTHERS: Particle physics, despite all 
of its problems, remains one of the principal 
frontiers of modem science. As such it com- 
bines a ferment of ideas and speculative 
thoughts that constantly works to reassess 
the principles with which we try to under- 
stand some of the most basic problems in 
nature. If you take away this frothy area in 
which there's an enormous interface between 
the academic community and all kinds of 
visitors interacting with the laboratory, giv- 
ing lectures on what is the latest excitement 
in physics, then you won't have much left in 
the way of an exciting place to work, and 
people here won't be so good after awhile. 
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